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CHRISTIAN READER. 


SESESE prefent thee here with fome fcattered Re» — 
SWAY AY fiques of a departed Saint, vet lof the fu- 
NAVY . perfiition of thofe of Rome, as thofe of 
~ Rome are woid of their divine operation : 
Thefe few drops of Teke fromthe Authors pen, wiil 
work faving miracles, whenthe pretended. blood of 
the Baptift fo fhrined and adored at Naples, fball 
‘blufb at its weakneffe: That account which thon 
baft bere, of the Lifeof the Reverend Author, fron 
bis own hand, is exceedingly too fbort, and modeft, 
yet durft we nat prefumeto make any additions to it, 
for many reafons : Our Relation to him would but 
impair the credit of our moSt fincere relations of bint, 
as too partial and flattering ; and indecd the attempt 
stoo hard, .and bigh for ns,where bis own accurate 
pencil hath begun a draught of bimfelf, to continue 
it with the fame Elegancy and Decorum, And be- 
fides, where this meek Moles bath drawn a vail o« 
wer bis own fbining face,in his peurtraiét of himfelf, 
It feewrs to ns undecext, to take it away, though to 
difcover more ofhis {plendour , efpecially to the 
weak, and prejudiced cyes of this Age and Genera- 
- 4 “tO, 


! 


tion, who cannot indure innocency it felf, when ha- | 
bitedin a Rochet. We remember what Seneca faith 
( and it is in bis Delra too) they are affect oculi, 

quos candida veftis obturbat, happy is it for bin, — 
that the blackeft Stigma that can be faftned upon | 
him, is that bis robes were whiter then his Bre- * 
threns, that only the coat of our Jofeph hath drawn 


their envy upon him, the Man Dr. Hall was not the 


obje& of their diftaft, but the Bilhop.. To fatisfy 
thefe tender eyes, they have bere this great Aaron 
tripped of all bis Prieftly Ornameuts, and laid open 
tothem, only in thefe few winding fheets, {punne, 
and wevens with hisownhand.. In the narrative 
of bis life,bis pen breaks off with bis outward pref- 
fures, wherein all the Loffes and indignities be fuf- 
fered did fo little trouble bint, as to fame eminent 
Commiffioners ( who defiredto know his. fuffering 
condition,eand made fair overtures of fome little ree 
paration ) he replyed that of Seneca, Qui fe habet, 
nihil perdidit,Ged had no fooner withdrawn his band 
from vifiting him with thofe outward tryals, then he 
“began toexercife him, by fore afflittions of the body, 
in bis continually increafing paines of the Stone and 
Strangury, which for many years held him, and pure 
— fued him to the death, yet could not thefe great int 
pediments take hint off from being aCtive, both in 
Preffe and Pulpit: His intelleGinals and fences 


continued firong, and frefh to the laSt, his bead con- | 


tinued Gold, and bis heart of refined Silver, when 
all the reff of his body was balf clay. - His 
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His fence of the fad, and divided condition of the 
Church, was to bis end paffionatly tender, profeffing 
all willingne8 to live, though in the midft of his ex 
ceeding pains and torments, fo be might be any way 
infirnmental to the making up of the breaches of it, 
and putting it indue frame and order ; But fince a 
his endeavours with men fo little prevailed, he ne» 
wer ceafed wreftling with God to this purpofe, fet- 
ting apart one day in every weak through the Year, 
for fafting and humiliation with his Family, not 
that he fought bis own Interefts, to be reftored to that 
Epifcopal height, and greatnefs of which he had been 
divefted: All thofe who truely knew him, carwit- 
nef’ with us, his abundant content ment in his retréat 
toa private life, as nota mifery, but a bleffing to 
hin, We know, when inthe height of all his honors 

be was ready enough to fuch a feceffion, conld he 
fairly,and handfomly have retired: And now'hat im- 
petuons florme,which beat bin off from the courfe of 
his publick employments, though it batter'd his vef- 
fel, andtore bis failes ; yet it did but drive bin to. 
the quiet haven where he wonld: be 5. j nStly conld he 
take up the words of bely Nazianzen ( inthis and 
many other things bis parallel ) who when hotly op- 
pofed, andthruft from bis See of Conftantinople,, 
could fay, A retired lifeeverwas, and now is deare | 
— dyaffecied by me, though they drive me from iny 
chair, they cannot drive me from my God. _ 
Among many worthy men, who. received Ordinae- 
a ee . tion 
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ontotbe Miniftry from bis bands, we cannot but wien= 
tion one,in whome he take great comfort ,asbeing a nos 
_ table precedent for the reft cf our learned,¢> religious 
Gentry to follow ; It was Mr. Gipfon Lucas, an E/g;, 
of good eftate,a great Commiffioner, and ‘Fuftice of 
Peace in the County of Suffolk, whofound bis Spirit 
and Con{cience {a wrought upor, as after good deli 
beration, and confwltation with others, be came te 
this Revercad Father for Ordination, as vefufing to 
take it fromany hands, where bis did not precede, 
which he received, ( good proof being given of his 
abilities ) according ta his defire, andbe who entred 
Nayoth before this aged Samucl, like Saul in bis 
, fearlet ( for that was bis habit ) returned from bin 
a Sackcloth Prophet, continuing a diligent and wea _ 
lous preacher of the Gofpel. To returne to the Reg - 
verend Author ; bis retreat from the World though 
be were Lotly, and conftantly charged with furious 
onfets of bis foarp difcafes , yet was it anfwerable 
10 bis life, folemn, and Staid, with 2 compofed,and 
beawenly temper of ff pirit. The fiream was deep which 
could run clear C-calmlythrongh facraggy & crooka 
ed a Channel,without amurnrmre. After bis prevail- 
i729 int sfirmities had mafted all the firengths of nature, 
and the Arts of bis learued and excellent Phyfician 
D. Brown of Norwich ( to whom under God,we and 
the whole Church are ingaged for many Years prefer- 
ving his life as.a bleffing to us ) after bis Fatherly 
reception of many perfons of Honour, Learning and 
— | | _ Piety 
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who cameto-crave bis dyeing prayers and be~ 
nedittion : One of which ( A Noble perfon) he a 
Futed with-the words of an ancient Votary, Vides 
hominem mox pulverem futurum, after many holy 


. prayers, exhortations, and difcourfes, heronxed up 


bis dying Spirits, to a heavenly Confeffion of bis’ 
Faith, which ere’ be contd finifh, bis fpeech was | 

taken from him, fosthat, we cannot bere infert it. 
After fome Struglings of nature, with the agonies of 
death, he quietly , gradually, and even infenfir 
bly gave up his laftbreath: — oe 
~ And now; how can we forbear to cry fadly after 
him, © our Father, our Father, the Chariots of: 


ree 


eminent in their feveral Ages, both Philofopbers and 
ne AE .. oe hh 7 : 

 Phucidides gives this Charatter of Pericles, dyp- 
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| of Socrates, Enoapius » that be was mpnarty dyarq 
Ha oPias. | 
Of Py ythagoras, Lipfi us, Ejus fi — fententian 
rant frit ihe geminas babent. 
Of Homer, Halycarnafieus, iE vy orsp mavtes merely 
% Nae SdAdora yy ware xpavads 
_ OF: Deniofthenes, that he was ai put pas aehas 
oiaj0, maTHp ToPos. 
Of Seneca, Plus aliquid femper dicit quam dicie. 
For the fecond fort, thofe who juftly obtained to be. 
Lindigeia with the name of -Fathers-of the Church 
-Agnatius for his pietywas called ‘jeapshos, parts, 
Seoelxeros® : 
. Athanafius for bis firennou fas in difptation 
| was called Tra ros. | | 
‘Of Chryfoltome it was faid, that he was Thea. 
trum quoddam diving eloquentiz , in quo Deus 
abunde videri voluie, quid ie vite fanciitas, cum. 
. vi i dicendi conjunda, 
* OF Clemens AR. that i was ee eloquentes 
| fumme doctus, inter doctos fumme cloquens, . 
Upon. Bafil the Great, Nazjanzen beftowed this 
Epitaph- - *Bporry oeho Aaydsy cegipeme. 0h 4 “ 
Sermo tuus tonitru, — urerat.. 
«Of S, Jerom,-Cauflinus, er abe Now 
_ men, & {ummus.in omnibusartifex. . ° 
Of Hilary S. Jerom, Lucifer Ecclefi jarum, pretio. 
fuslapis, pulchro fermone. univerlfa loquitur, 8 -ft 
femina aliqua feeus viam cecidiffe potuiffent, tamen. 
ab comeffis exorta eft magna, © OF 


. = 
So te 
: . 
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_ OF §. Cyprian (who hed the name of Cicero Chrie 
{tianus) Difcernere nequeas utramne oratie: in ‘clo. 
quendo, an, facilior in explicando, an. porentiér-ia - 
perfuadendofuert, © 7 
. Of S, Bemard, Heinfius, Cufus ego meditationes 
rivum Paradifi, anbrofiam animarum, pabulum ADs . 
gelicum, medullam pietatis vocare foleo, ©.) 

We need not rob thefé great nantes of their due 
Honour,to adde unto his, Let bis difcerning Readers... , 
be Fudges , of uvhat magnitude ayd luftye thiz  °--. 
Light in Gods Church vvas. . And though vve 
proteft againft the Infolency of extolling hint, and Ag 
making our felves Tudges of vubat be vuas MaSter 
of, yet this uve mut adde, to.do him right, never 

wevere excellencies better fet in a minde more.abhor- 
vent from Haughtinef. Hovw meek his temper 
wuas, bis many Trenical- Tracts do fhevu. Truly 

‘Thuanus bis judgement of Melan&hon fits fo vvell 
wvith him, as if it had: beer prefaged of -bim, Maz 
ximum in ¢o tranquilitatis erat ac quietatis fudium, 
ut nifide neceffariis contendendum non putaret,. and 
wvbat followves alfo he had experience'of, Humani- 
tatemexterorum & diverfa fentiencum, {uorum vero 
& eandem doctrinam profitentium acerbitatem ex- 
pertus & reprehenfionem, ob.rixarum & contentio- 
mumfugam, et 
.-_ 4 fpecimen of his found moderation uve give 

thee ia his Letters to thofe three eminent. Divines 
of Bremen, Crocius, Heerbrandus, end V Villins, 
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avbo each fent ther papers to bim, and made bim 
 theUmpire of fome diffatisfattions betveca them, 
wobich.vvas fo done to their mutual acquiefcence, 
that they joyntly and feverally fent bim their Letp- 
ters of Thanks. And towvards the defired Recon 
ciliation of the Lutherans. eed Calvinilts, 2vhat 4 
good expedient vvas offered by the concurredt Fudg- 
| oe ment ms this Reverend Father vvith bis Brethren 
B.Dave- of bleffed Memory, the World doth wvitneff,. in the. 
nant. [Sentent. 4. Theologorum | feconded by his abtive 
:  folicitations of that. work, But wvubilehevvas fo 
‘devoted to the Peace and Unity of :the Church, and’ 
did fo eagerly purfue the things that made for it, 
He vvas no lef Stout and xealous to-defend the due 
povver vf it in its decent Rites : Witneft his faithe 
ful difcharge of the negotiation vvberevvith be 
— “vioras intrnSted by K. James into Scotland, pointed — 
at by bimfelf, end that proofe of it in bis Letter to 
Mr. Struthers, one of the Preachers of Edinburgh. 
after bis return from thence, which we would not be. 
fo injnrions. to. fuppref?, though our difcretion may. 
be queStioned for publifbing what. is now fo out of” 
date. We pretend not to bave yathered up all the 
Fragments of bis choice Proviftons that nothieg 
might beloft, we know and bewail the lofs, and mifs 
carriage of many pretious and moft important Pad. 
pers, and can only labour to forget them, ms the 
Owners-of the rich Treafures Luried in the bottone 
of the Sea muh de. Fhefe which we have preferveds 
nave and 


- 


é 
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do exhibit, if thou haft been converfant with bis a 
other Works ¢ a who hath. not) thon wilt atiest 
them genuine. = *a. a 
-- That Tra of bis, The Via media mentioned by 
_ bimfelf ( written after his return from the Synod of 
Dort.) be made account. was buried in perpetual fi- 
fence’; bis tendernefs of the Mifconftruction of fome 
who would cry it down for the very defigne of it, and 
bis Obedience to the Rayal Editt ( which inhibited 
the msedling in thofe-Coutroverfies ) egfily prevailing 
with him to [upprefs it. But what ? Should we let 
it bye by the walls, till fome other falfe, obtruded 
Copie do inforce us to bring it forth, ‘for she Visdis 
cation of it felf? Or foould we be fa aceeffary to 
the unhappine{s of the Church. of God, a6 te with- 
bold it fram her, ix this Age ofpecially, which bath 
revived and blown np again thofe alwtoft dead Coals 
of Controwerfie, the daugerons : beat whereof did 
octafion' that Synod. If the eager Defendants of 
each fide fhall proceed ( as yet they-do } will it not 
be pitterne(S in the latter-end ? Is it tot neelfulthat 
fomejuditions Modcrater foouldimerpofe, and make — 
theye fee, that the Reciprocation of this Saw, deth 
bus divide. what might be one entire perce, and make 
dunft in doing it ? Es it not.godd fober Gounfel, to per 
fade cach part (after fo many palfes made already) 
ts draw: bréath,: and confider what they de? Bella 
geri placuie oulloy habicuca: eriumphos. . That their 
trag Gallawtry ig not in reinforcing what makes 
Re Tee 


b 2 | them 


them Oppofites, But how witbent any lofs of neceffary 
Truth, both may fit down. fatisfed ; as happy is 
m thefe differences we may fay, Is not the whale 
land before us ¢ There. is roon enough for both to 
walk fafely, and there 5 no neceffity of parting or 
going afunder, This Rewerend Anthour fbews a 
middle’ way, wherein both may walk as Friends, the 
path being broad enough, and the way goed , ( the 
bufies and bryers of needlefs fubtilties being wifely 
_ avoidid.) For this difcovery all good and fober 
men will blefs the Memory of this Authour, And if 
be feall {uffer in the Opinion of hotter beads, as too 
lukewarm and temperate, yea asa clofe Abetter of 
Arminiani{me, becanfe he hears it fpeak, and doth 
not {pit Fire and Brimftone upon it,‘ we enter this 
proteftation 5, He was.no Remonftrane, but againft 
the MonSter SmeGymnuus. Ard let any obferving 
Reader judge, what doth he more then propofe the 
Thefes of the Remonftrant Opponents, and the Or- 
thodox Defendants, fhewing by collation of what is 
written by both, bow they meet, and differ, how alfo 
thofe differences ave Stated, and arbitrated by Reve- 
rend and Learned Bifoop Overall.on one fide, and 
our Divines on the other. As for this Authonr him- 


— felf,to prevent thy hard cenfure of his leaning to Ar- 


minius , we referre thee tothe paffages which thow 

wilt mect with, wherein he claims the liberty: of re~ 
ferving his own Fudgement ,..and more efpecially to 
pag. aby. where in the clofe of the Tra&t his unby- 
Sie as a affednels 


ae 


affednefs is clearly profeffed. Now Reader, after thy 


quarrel with us taken off , for onr thus long with- 


holding the good in thefe Rewtains from thee, when 


it wasin the power of our hands to give them forth, 
(for which we plead our long mocked Expettation of 
a promifed, and delayed Reimpreffion of all the An- 
thours fcattered Trakts, to be reduced into a Volume, 
in which thefe were meant to be included ) we dif- 
mifs thee with this bleffing, and we think it bleffing | 
enough, May the Spirit of this Reverend Father reft 
upon thee, and maift thou be but as Sound in thy 
Judgment, and Religiousin thy Affedtions, as he 
was, and as Bleffed in the End, as he nowis, 
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The Heads of ' what i is here Colebied. 


- Sermon Preach’ before K. Tamnes at Hinpton-Coark in 
tember 1624. on Philp. 3.18, 19. Fol. 3 
C A ioe Liberty laid foreh,tn a. Serenen x hit Ball, r6 28, 
on Gall, 5. I. Ig 
vine Light and Refleétions, ina Seretion’ai rite Bal 7 
Whitfynelay 7 on x Joba 1.5. 
. A Serinon Preach’r at the Cathedral ‘of Exceter upon Zz 
Pacification — the two Kingdomes, Septemb. 7 ‘F84t 
8 


ae » (alm. rr ih a | 
thief of Faétion and the Remedy of it,’a Serio at 
mh Hal on the fecond Sunday in Lent, 642. on Pfal. 60. 1. 


A iin Preache at the Tower, March 20, I 64 1. On Fonds 
I. 84 

+k Sermon Preach’ of rhitfandey Fun a 16a 

Norwich, on Ephef. 4. 3%. of 
A Second Sermon, in profecation of the ums Tax in 


Norwich, July 2. 1644. 27° 
| A Seraten‘on £ ate-day at Highinn, 648: “g ; 

A Sermen Preache on whitfunday > a ighos, 652. on 
Bom. 8.. Bp. - _ a 


: The Mourner i in Sion, on Ecclefattes eae 154 

- A Sermon Preacht 2¢ Maxbem; Jaly'1, 1655," he rit, t17, 
19% 

The Womens Vail, or a Difcourfe concerning the neceffity 
or expedience of the satan of the Peat of Wemen. 


265 _ Pa Br 
253 
Good Security, a-difcourfe, of the Chriftians Affurance. 261. 


Bly Decency i in the W of God. 

A plain and amiliar a explication of Chrifts prefence in the _ 
Sacrament of his Ob 287 

A Letter for the Oblervation of the Feaft of Chrifts Naive 


ty. 
Alec 
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A Letter to Mr. William Struthers one of the Preachers of | 


.. Edenbourgh. 306 
Epiftola D, ‘Baltafare weilie, 5.77: De: gc 317. 
Rea D. Lud, Crocio, 5. T.D, | 321 
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shige si Remam- “fea Pe a: "334 
er. 36 

— criereleegabie Propofitions, worthy of etious Conte: 
ration. S$ 
The way of peace in the five bafie Articles commonly bain 
by the name of -drminint, 363 
| A Letienconcerning the falling away. from Graces - 389 

A Leteer. concerning Religion. a - 4 


gy rey for. Relicion, -- 409 
A Letter concerning the frequen in jetion of Tempratt 
- ons. = 
A confelatery Letter t to one under ‘Cenfure. e 
* Afhort anfwer tothe Nine Arguments, which are broughe 
su i Bifheps fring inParliament. °° 414 
or copa an ik ic. : > e 

.. <Afpeech bePeiomens cues 

_A {peech in Parliament i in defence of she ‘Cuciis mae in 


onvocadion, .- - 7 
Afpeech in Parliatnerit concerning the ‘asad of Bihops = | 
Secutar things. | 432 
a the Cathedral of Exitien le Lahey 
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OBSERVATIONS 


Of fome Specialties. of a | 


“DIVINE PROVIDENCE. 


In the Life of . 


‘JOS HA LL 


: BISHOP of . NORWICH. . 


Se 


- Written with his own Haid, - 


Se 


tamed Or out of a vain 1affeGation of my own n Glo. 

Nee ry, which I know how little ic can avail: 
C ASS. me; when I am gone hence; but out of a. 
-~ fincere-defire to give glory to my God, 
C whofe wonderful Providence I have noted in all my - 
wayes ) have I recorded fome remarkable paflages of 
my iy fare pa life: what I have done is worthy of no. 

A 


_ thing 


i ; 
~ Some Specialties in the Life 


thing, bur filence and forgetfulnefs ; but what God. 
hath done for me, is worthy of everlafting and thank- 
full Memory. _ | | 

I was born Fulii .1574. at five of the clock in 
the Morning, in Brifow-Pack, within the Patith of 
Afbby de la Zouch, 2 Town in Leicefter-fbire , of 
honeft and well allowed Parentage: my Father was- 
an Officer under that truly Honourabie and Religious, 
Henry Eathof Hustingden, PreGdent of the North, 
and under him hadthe Government of that Market- 
Town, wherein the chief. Seat of that Earldome is- 
placed ; My Mother Winifride, of the Heute of the 
‘Bantbridges, was woman of that rare Sandity, that 
¢ were it not for my Intereft in Nature, ) Fdurft fay, — 
that neither Aleth, the mother of that juft Honour of 
Clareual’; nor Moxica, not any other of thofe pious 
Matrons, antiently famous for Devotion, need to-dif~ 
dain her admittance to comparifon ; She was continu- 
ally exercifed with the affliction of a weak Body, and 
oft of a wounded Spirit, the Agonies whereof, as fhe 
would oft recount with much paftion ; profeffing thac 
the greateft bodily fickneffes were but Flea-bites to- 
thofe Scorpions, fo from them all, at laft he fonndan. 
 happyand comfortable delrverance,and that not with- 
out a more then ordinary hand of God; For on a. 
time being tn great diftrets of Contcience,fhe thought 
in her Dream, there Rood by hera grave Perfonage, 
— inthe Gown, and other Habits of a Phyfitian, who. 
enquiring of her eftate, and'receiving a fadand que- 
| 3 rulous- 
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rulous an{wer from her, took her by the hand, and 
bad her be of good Comfort, for this (hould be the 
Jaft Fit that ever fhe fhould feet of this kinde, where- 
to fhe feeined co an{wer, that upon that condition, 
fhe could well be content for the time, with that, or - 
any other torment: reply. was made to her, as fhe 
thought, with a redoubled affurance of that happy 
iffue of this her laft eryal ; whereat fhe began to con- 
ceive an unfpeakable joy ;. which yet upon her a- 
waking left her more difconfolate, as then conceit- 
ing her happinefs imaginary, her mifery real ; when 
the very fame day, fhe was vifited by the reverend,and. 
(in histime)famous Divine, Mr. Anthony Gilby under 
whofe Minaiftry fhe lived; who, upon the Relation — 
of this her pleafing Vifion, and the contrary effects 
ic had in her, began to perfwade her, tha Dream was 
no other then Diyine, and that fhe had good reafon 
to think that gracious premonition was fent her from 
God himfelf, who, though ondinarily he keeps the 
common rode of his praceedings, yet fometimes in 
the Diftreffes of bis Servants, he goes unufual wayes 
to their relief ; hggeupon fhe beganto take heart,. 
and by good Gourifel and her fervent prayers, found. 
that happy prediGion verified to her, and upon all: 


occafions in the remainder of her life, was ready to 


- . magnifye the mercy of her God in fo fenfible a deli- 


verance: what with the tryal of both thefe Hands of 
God, {o had fhe profited in the School. of Chrift, thae 
it was hard for any {giend to come from her Difcourfe - 


as” Aa | . no 
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no whit holier ; how often have I bleffed the memo- 
ry of thofe divine paflages of experimental Divinity, 
which Ihave heard from her mouth | what day did 
fhe pafs without a large task of private devotion, 
whence fhe would ftill come forth witha Counte. 
_ nance of undiffembled mortification : Never any lips 
have read to me fuch feeling LeQures of piety ;_nei- 
ther have I known any Soul, that more accurately 
-‘pradtifed chem, then her own ; Temptations, ‘De- 
fertions, and Spiritual Comforts were. her ufual 
Theme, Shortly, for Ican hardly take off my Pen 
from fo panei A fubyeQ, her Life and Death: 
wereSaint-like, 9 st 3 
My Parerits had from mine Infancy devoted me to 
this facred Calling, whereto, by the bleffing of God, ~ 
Thave feafonably attained ; for this caufe J was train. 
ed ‘up in the publick School of the place; After 
I had {pent fome years ( not altogether indiligently) 
under the Ferule of {uch Matters as the place afford. 
ed, and had neer attained to fome comperent ripenefs 
for the Univerfity ; my School-mafter, being a great’ 
Admirer of one Mr. Pelfet, who wasthen lately come _ 
from Cambridge, to be the publick preacher of Le.’ 
cefter; (a man-very eminent in thole times, for the: 
fame of his’ Learning: but efpecially for his facred 
Oratory ) perfwaded my Father, that if I might have 
my Education under fo excellent and compleat a’ 
Divine, it might be both a nearer, and eafier way to’ - 
_ his purpofed end, then by an Academical Inftitution 5; 
a , The 
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The motion founded well in my fathers ears, and - | 
carried fair probabilities, neither was ic other then 
-fore-compacted betwixt my School-Mafter and Mr, 
Pelfet, {oas on. both fides it was entertained with 
great forwardnefs, | a. 

- The Gentleman, upon effay taken of my fit. 
nefs for the ufe of his ftudies, undertakes within one 
feven years, to fend me forth, noleffefurnifhed with | 
Arts, Languages, and grounds of Theoricall Divi- 
nity, then the carefulleft Tutor in the ftrickteft Col» 
ledge of either Univerfity ; VVhich that he might 
 affaredly performe, to prevent the danger of any - 

mutable thoughts in my Parents, or my felf, hede- 

- fired mutual! bonds to be drawn betwixcus: The 
great charge of my Father, ( whom it pleafed God. 
to blefs with twelve children ) made him the more 
apt to yield to fo likely a project for a younger fon ; 
There, and now were all the hopesof my future life 
upon blafting ; the Indentures were preparing: the 
time was fet, my fuites were addreffed forthe jour- 
ney; VVhat wasthe iffue? O God, thy Providence 
made and foundit, Thou knoweft how fincerely, ,, 
and heartily, in'thofe my young years, Idid caft my Aratis. | 
{elf upon thy hands ; with what faithful refolution, 15° 
I didin this particular occafion refign my felf over 
tothy Difpofition, earneftly begging of thee inmy 
fervent Prayers, to order all chings to the beft, and 
confidently waiting upon thy VVill for the event ; 
Certainly, never didI in alt my life more sas 
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roll my felfupon the Divine Providence, then I. did 


inthis bufinefs.; and it {ucceeded accordingly ; It 
fell out at this time, that my elder brother having 
fome occafions to journey unto Cambridge, was - 


‘kindly entertained there, by Mr. Nath. Gilby, Fel- 
_ low of Emanuel Colledge, who, for that he was born ~ 


in the fame Town wich me, and had conceived fome 
= Opinion of my aptnefs to Learning , inquired 
iligently concerning me ; and hearing of the Di- 


e 


—verfion of my Fathers ry eee from the Univerfity, 
I 


unportunately difwaded. 


om that new courfe, pro- 


_ feffing to. pitty the lofs of fo good hopes, My Bro- 


ther, partly moved with his words,and partly wonne 
‘by his owneyes, toa great love, and reverence of 
an Academicall life, returning home, fell upon his 
knees to my Father, and after the report of Mr, Gil.. 
bies words, and his own admiration of the: place, 
carneftly befought him, that he would be. pleafed 
toalter chat fo prejudiciall a refolution, that he - 
would not fuffer my hapesta bedrawned in a -fhal- 
low Country.channel ; but thar he vvould revive his. 
firft purpofes for Cauzbradge;, adding in the zeal: of. 
his love, tlize if the chargeablenefs of that courfe. 


. wvere the hinderance, hedid there humbly. befeech. 


him, rather to fell {ome part of thar land,. vvhich 


himfelf fhould in. courfe of Nature inherit, then: to 


abridge me of that happy means to perfect my e- 
ducationn : 

No foonerhad he {poken thofe vyords then my. 
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Father no lefs paffionately condefcended; not with 


out a vehement Proteftation, chat whatfoever ic 


might coft hin, I fhould ( God willing ) be fent. to 
the Liniverfity ; netther were thofe words fooner’ 


out of his lips, then chere was a meflengér from Mr. 
Pelfet knocking at the door, to call-mé to that fairer 
bondage, figmtymng, that che next day he expeded: 


me, vvith a full difpatch of all that bufinels; To - 


whom my Father replyed, that he came fome mi- 


nutes too lare, that he had now otherwife determi . 
ned of me, and witha refpective meffage of thanks. 


to the Maftcr, fent the man home empty, leaving. 
me full of the tears of joy for fo happy a change ; in- 


deed I had been but loft, if that projeé& had fuc— 


ceeded, asit well appeared in the expcrietice of him 
who fucceeded in that room, which was by me 


thus unexpectedly forfaken ? O- God, how wasI 


then-taken up with a thankfull acknowledgment, 


and )0y full admiration of thy Gracious Providerice’ 


overme ; And nowT lived in the expeciation of 
Cambridge 5 whither ere long I happily came, under 


Mr. Gilbies unition, together with my worthy friend: - 


Mr. Hugh Cholmley, who, as we had been partners 


ofene leffon from our Cradles, {o-were we now for 
_ paany years partners of oneBed; My twofirft years: ” 


were neceflarily cliargeable, above the proportion. 
of my Fathers power, whofe not very large Ci- 


ftern, was to feed many pipes befides mine; His . 


wearinefs of expenfe was wrought upon by the: 
| | ‘ Cow- 
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Counfel of fome unwife friends, who per{waded 
‘him to faften me upon that School as Mafter, where- 
“= of I was lately a Scholler ; Now wasI fetcht home 
ss~wea vith an heavy heart, and now this fecond time had 
| mine hopes been nipt in the bloffome, had not God — 
| raifed meup an unhoped Benefactor, Mr. Edmund 
— Sleigh of Darby ( whofe pious memory I have caufe 
éver to love and reverence ) out of no other relation 
tome, fave thathe married my Aunt, pittying my. 
too.apparent deyectednefs, he voluntarily urged, and 
folrcited my Father for my return to the Univerfity, - 
and offered freely to contribute the one half of my 
‘maintenance there, till I fhould attain to the degree 
ofMafter of Arts, which he no lefs really and Jo- 
vingly performed ; The condition was gladly ac- 
cepted, thither was I fent back with joy enough, 
ard ere long, chofen Scholler of that. ftrickt and’ 
well ordered Colledge: By that time Ihad fpent — 
fix years there, now the third ycar of my Bachelare 
fhip, fhould at once both make an end of my maine 
tenance, and in refpe& of ftanding; give me a, capa- 
city of further preferment in that houfe, . were it not 
that my Countly excluded me, for our Statute 
allowed but one of a fhireto be fellow there, and 
my Tutor being of the fame Town with me, muft . . 
_ therefore neceffarily hold me out ; But OQ my God, | 
how ftrangely did thy gracious Providence fetch : : 
this bufinefs about ! I was now entertaining motiopia’ ! 
of remove ;- A place was offered mein the Ifland of * 
| | Garnfey 
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Garnfey, which Thad in Speech and Chafe ; Ie fell 
out that the Father of my loving Chamberfellow, 


Mr. Cholmley, a Gentleman that had likewife de. | 
_pendance upon the moft Noble Henry Earl of Hun — 


tingdon, having occation to go to Yark, unto that his 
Honourable Lord, fell into-fome mention of nie ; 
That good Farl ( who well efttemed:- my Fathers 


Service ) having belikely heard fome better words . 


of me then I could deferve, made earneft enquiry 
after me, what were my Courfes; what my Hopes 


and hearing of the likelyhood of my removal: pro. 


feffed much diflike of ic; not without fome vehe- 
mence, demanding why Iwas not chofen Fellow of 
that Colledge, wherein by report I received {uch 
approbation ; anf{wer was returned, that my Coun. 
trey debarred me; which being filled with my Tu- 
tor, whom his Lordthip well knew, could not by 
the Statute admit a fecond, the Earl prefently re- 


plyed, chat if chat were the hinderance he would — 


{oon take order to remove it ; whereupon his Lord- 
fhip prefently fendsfor my Tutor Mr. Gilby unto 
Tork , and with proffer of large conditions of the 
Chaplainfhip in his houfe, and affured promifes of 
better provifions, drew him to relinquith his place in 
the Colledge toa free Election: No fooner was his 
affent fignified, then thedayes were {et for the pub- 


lick (and indeed exquifite) examination ofthe Com- 


petitors ; By that time two dayes of chethree al- 


lotted to this Tryal were paft, cercain Newes came 
a | B. to 
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to us of the inexpected Death of that incompara- ;*° 
_bly Religious and Noble Earl of Hustingdon, by °*. 
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whofe lofs my then difappointed Tutor muft necef- 


farily be left to the wide world unprovided for, up- 


on notice thereof I prefently repaired to rhe Mafter 
of the Colledge, Mr. Dr. Chaderton, and befought 


| himco tender that hard condition to which my good 


In this while two years together was I chofen to the 


Tutor muft needs be driven if the EleQion proceed- 
ed; toftay any farther progrefs in that bufinefs, and 
to leave me to my own good hopes wherefoever, 
whofe Youth expofed me both to lefs needs, and 


mote opportunities of Provifion ; Anf{wer was made 


me, that the place was pronounced void however, .. 


and therefore that my Tutor was devefted of all pofli- 
bility of remedy ; and muft wait upon the Provi- 


dence of God tor his difpofing elfewheré, and the 
EleCion muft neceffarily proceed the day following ; 
then was ¥ with a cheerful unanimity chofen into 


that Society, which if it had any equals, I dare fay 


had none beyond it, for goodorder, ftudious.-cacri-” 
age, ftrickt government, auftere Piety, in which I 
{pent fix or-feven years more with {uch content~ 
meng, as the reft of my lrfe hath in vain firivento 
yield; Now was I called ‘to publick Difputations — 


_ often, with no ill Succefs ; for never.durft IL appear in 
- any of thofe Fxercifes of Scholarthip, till I-had from 


RIy Knees lookt up to Heaven fora blefling, and re-- 
newed my actual dependance upon that Divine Hand; 
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‘Rhetorick Lecture in the publick School:, where ] 
“was encouraged with a fufficient frequence of Audi- 
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tors; but finding tha: well applauded work fome- 
what out of my way, not withqut a fecret blame of 
my {elf for fo much excurfion, I fairly gave up that 
task inthe mid{t of thofe poor Acclamations to a 
worthy Succeffor Mr, Dr. Dod, and betook my. felf 
to thofe ferious ftudies, which might fit mefor that 
High Calling whereunto I was deftined; wherein 
afcer I had carefully beftowed my {elf for a-:time, I 
took the boldnefs to enter into Sacred Orders ; the 
Honour whereof having once attained, ‘I was no 
Niggard of that Talent which my God had entruft- 
ed to me, preaching often as occafion was offered, 


bothin Country Villages abroad, and at home in the _ 


moft awful Auditory of the Univerfity. And now I 


did but wait where and how it would pleafe my God — 


to employ me: There was at that time a famous 
School erected at Tiwgrten in Devon, and endowed 
with a very large Penfion, whofe goodly Fabrick 
was anf{werable to the reported Maintenance ; the 
care whereof, was by the rich and bountiful Founder 
Mr, Blundel, caft principally upon the then Lord 
chief Juftice Popham: That faithful Obferver ha- 
ving great intereft in the Mafter of our Houfe, Dr. 
Chaderton, moved him earneftly to commend fome 
Able, Learned and difcreet Governonr to.that weigh- 
ty charge, whofe. Action fhould notseed tobe.fo 
much as his Overfight : Ic pleafed our Mafter out of 
| Ba 
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his good Opinion to tender chis condition. unto me, 
affuring me of no {mall advantages, and no great toyl, 


- fince it was intended the main load of the work 


fhould lye upon other fhoulders ; I apprehended the 


- motion worth the entertaining : In that fevere So- 


ciety our times were ftinted, neither was it wife or 
{afe to refufe good Offers : Mr. Dr. Chaderton car- 
ried me to London, and there prefented mg to the _ 


_Lord chief Juftice with much teftimony of Appro- 


bation ; the Judge feemed well apay’d with the 
choice , I promifed Acceptance, He the Strength 
of his Favour : No fooner had I parted from the 
Judge, then inthe Street a Meflinger prefented me 
with a Letter, from the right Vertuous and VVorthy 


"Lady (of dear and happy Memory ) the Lady Drury 


of Saffolk, tendring the Rectory ef her Hulfted 
then newly void, and very earneftly defiring me to’ 


_ accept of it; Dr. Chaderton obferving in me fome- 


change of Countenance, askt me what the matter 


might be; I told him the Errand, and delivered him 


_ the Letter befeeching his advice; which when he had 


read; Sir (quoth 1) me thinks God pulls me by the 
Sleeve, and tells me it is his will I fhould rather go to 
the Faft then to the VVeft ; Nay ( heanfwered ) T 
fhould rather think that God would have you go 
Weltward, forthat he hath contrived your engage- 
ment before the tender of this Letter, which there- 
fore coming too late may receive a fair and eafy An. _ 
{wer ; to. this I befought himto pardon my diffent; 
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adding, that I well knew that Divinity was the end 


whereto I was deftin’d by my Parents, which I had 


fo conftantly propoled to my felf, chat I never 
meant other, then to pafs.through this VVeftern: 
School to ie; but I faw that God who found me 
ready togo the farther way about, now called me 
the neareft and diredteft way to that facred end ; Fhe 
Good man could no further oppofe, but only plead-. 
“ed the diftafte which would hereupon be juftly taken. 


_ by the Lord chief Juftice, whom [ undertook fully — 


co fatisfie ; which I did with no great difficulty, com-. 


mending to his Lord{hipin my room, my old Friend, 
and Chamber-fellow Mr. Cheluley, who finding an: - 


an{werable acceptance difpofed himfelf to the place ; 
So as we two, who came together to the Univerfity,. 
now muit leave it at once. Having then fixed my 
foot at'Halfted, I found there adangerous Oppofite 


to the Succefs of my Miniftry , a witty and bold. 


Atheift, one Mr. Lilly, who by reafon of his Tra-. 
vails, and Abilities of Difcourfe and Behaviour, had. 


fo deeply infinuated himfelf into my Patron, Sir Ro-. 


bert Drury, that there was. {mall hopes ( during his 
entirenefs ) forme to. work any good. upon that 
Noble Patron of mine; who by the fuggeftion of 
this wicked Detra&tor was fet off from me before 
he knew me; —— (I confefs ). finding the: 
obdurednefs and hopelefs condition of that man, 
bent my prayers againft him, befeeching God daily, 
that he would be pleafed to remove by fome means or. 


other: 
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out of an opinion had of the fitnefs of that Match 


other, that apparent hindrance of my faithful La- 


- bours, who pave me an an{wer accordingly : For this 


malicious man going haftily up to London, to ex- _ 
a{perate my Patron againft me, -was then and there 
{wept away by the Peftilence, and never returned 
to do any farther Mifchief; Now the coaft was clear 


before me, and I gained every day of the good Opi. 


nion and favourable refpe&s of that Honourable 
Gentleman, and my worthy Neighbours : Being 
now therefore ferled in that {weet and civil Country 
of Suffolk, near to S. Edmunds-Bury,. my firft 
work was to build up my houfe which was then ex- 
treamly ruinous, which done, the uncouth Solitari- 
nefs of my life, and the extream incommodity of 
that fingle Houfe-keeping, drew my thoughts after 
two yeas.to condefcend to the neceflity of a Marri- 
ed eftate,,which God no lefs ftrangely provided for 
me; For walking from the Church on Monday in 


the Whitfon-week , with a Grave and Reverend Mi- 


nifter, Mr. Grandidg,. 1 faw a comely ‘and modeft 


‘Gentlewoman ftanding at the Door of that boufe 


where we were invited to a wedding-dinner, and en- 
quiring of chat worthy Friend whether he knew her, 
Yes (quoth he) I know her well, and have befpoken 
her for your wife; when | further demandcd an ac- 
count of that Anfwer, he told me., fhe was the 


Daughter of. a Gentleman whom he’ much § re. 


{pected , Mr. George W; zuma ff of Bretenham, that - 


for 
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advifing me not to neglect the opportunity; and 
not concaaling the juft praifes of the Modefty, Piety, 


-good Difpofition, and other Vertues ‘that were’ 


lodged in that feemly Prefence ; 1 liftned to the 
morion as fent from God,, and at laft npon due pro- 
fecution happily prevailed, enjoying the comforta- 
ble Society of thatemeet Help for the {pace of 
fourty nine yeats : I had not pafled two years in 
this eftare, when my Noble Friend Sir Eduannd 
Bacon, with whom I had much intirenefs came to 


-me, and earneftly follicited me for my Company — 


in a Journey by him projected to the Spa in Ar- 
degua, laying before me the Safety, the Eafineds, 
the ‘Picafure, and the Benefit of that {mall Excera- 
vagance, if opportunity were taken of that ume, 
when the Earl of Hertford pafled in Embafly to the 
Asch.Duke Albert of Bruxells, 1 foon. yielded, . as 
for the reafons by him urged, ‘fo ‘efpecially. for. 
the great defice I had to inform my {elf ocularly 
of the State and practife of the Rowifh Church ; 


_ghe knowledge whereof miglit be of no fmall ufc 


-to me in my Holy Station ; Having, therefore ta- 
‘ken careful ‘order for the Supply of my Charge, 
with the Affent and: good allowance of my neer= 
fc: Friends, I entred into this fecret Voyage ; we: 
‘waited fome dayes at Harwich fora winde, which 


our 


we hoped might waft us over to Dunkerk, where - 


15 


for me, he had already treated with her Father 
about it, whom he found very apt co entertain it, 


‘by her upon himfelf; 1 coming into the room 
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our Ambaffador had lately tanded, but at lafthaving — 
{penta Day, and half anight at Sca, we were for- 
ced for want of favour from the wind, to put in at 
Quinborow, from whence coafting over the Rich and 
pleafant Country of Kens, we renewed our {hipping 
‘at Dover, and foon landing at Calais, we paffed after 


‘two dayes by Wagon tothe ftrong Towns of Gravee. 
cling, and Dunkerk, where I could not but finde 


much horsor in my felf to pafs under thofe dark, 
and dreadfull prifons, were fo many brave Englith- 
men, had breathed out their Souls in a miferable 
‘Captivity, From thence we pafied through Win- 
noxberg, Ipre, Gaunt, Courtray, to Bruxells, where 


. the Ambaffador had newly . fate down before us, 


That Noble Gentleman in whofe Company I[tra- 
velled, was welcomed with many kind Vifitations, - 
amongft the reft there came .to him an Englithh — 


Gentleman, who having run himfelf out of breath 


in the Inns of Court, had torfaken his Country, 


and therewith his Religion, -and was turned both 


Bigot and Phyfitian, refiding now in Bruxels; This _ 


‘man after few interchanges of Complement with 


Sit Edmund Bacon fell into.a Hyperbolical piedica- 
tion of the vvonderful miracles done nevvly by our 
Lady at Zichem, or Sherpen Leavell, that is Sharp 


‘bill; by Lipfius Apricollis; the credit vvhere. 
of wvhen that worthy Knight vyittily queftioned, 


he avowved a particular miracle of cure. vvrought 


m 


é \ 


of Jor. Hall B:fbop of Norwich, 


Divine, but in: fuch colour and fafhion ‘as mighe 
beft fecure my travel, and hearing my Country- 


_ mans zealous and confident Relations,at laft ackt him. 


this queftion, Sir ( Quoth I ) put cafe this report 
of yours be granted for true, | befeech you teach 
me what difference there is betwixt .thefe- miracles 
which you fay are wrought by this Lady, and thofe 
which were wrought by Vefpafian by fome Veftalls 
by Charmes and Spells; the rather for that I have 
noted, in the late publifhed report of thefe miracles, 


fome Patients prefcribed to come upon a Friday, — 


8& fome to wath in fuch a well before their-approach; 
and’ divers other fuch Charm.like obfervations ; 


_ The Gentleman not expeAing fuch 7 


from me, anfwered, Sir I do not profefs thiskind 
of Scholarfhip, but we have in the City many 


famous Divines, with whom if it would pleafe 


you to conferr; you might fooner recieve fatif- 


faction ; I askt him whom he'took for the moft 
eminence Divine of that place, he named to me 


Father Cofferns, undertaking that he would be 


very glad to give me conference, if I would be — 


pleafed to comeup to the Jefuires Colledge : 
_ T willingly yielded; In the afternoon the forward 
' Gentleman prevented his time to attend me to 
the Father, ( as he ftyled him, ) who (as he faid } 
was ready to entertain me with a meeting; I 
went .alone up with him; the Porter fhutting 


C the 
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the Door after..me,. welcomed me with a'Deg — 
gratias ; 1 had not ftay’d long*in the Fefuites 
‘Hall, before Coflerns came in to me, who after 
a friendly Salutation, fellinto a formall {peech of 
the unry of that Church, out of which 1s no Sal. 
vation, and had proceeded to leefe his Breath, 


and labour; hadnot I (as civilly as I-might ) in- 


terrapted -him with this fhore Anfwer; Sir, 1 be. 
fecch you miftake me ‘nor; My Nation tells you 
-of what Religion Iam; Icome not hither out of 
any doubt ofmy profelfed belief, or any purpofe 
to change it, but moving a queftion to this Gen- 
tleman,. concerning the’ pretended miracles of the 
time, he pleafed to referr me to your felf for my 
Anfwer, which motion of his 1 was- the more 
willing to embrace, for the fame that I have 
heard of your learning aud worth, and if you can 
give me fatisfadion lrerein, Tam. ready to receive 
it: Hereupon we fetled to oar places, ata Table 
in the end of the Hall, and buckled to 2 further 
difcourfe ; he fell. into apoor and-anpe-fect ac- 
count of the difference of Divine miracles and 
Diabolicall; - which I modeftty ‘refuted ; from 
thencehe {flipt into a Cliolerick invective agatnft 
eur Church, which-(as he faid ) could not yield 


one miracle; and when I anfwered, that in our 


Church, we had manifeft proofs of the ejcdti- 
on of Divells by fafting. and prayer, he anfwer- 


ea, that fitcould::be proved, that’ everany Di- 


cvell | 
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yell wae difpoileied in our Church, he would quic 


his Religion, Many queftions were incidently era. 
verfed by us; wherein | found no fatisfaction 
pivert the ; The conference was’ long” and vche- 


ment; in: the heat’ whereof,’ who’ fhould come in 


but-Father Baldwin, an’ Englith fefuite, known 
to me, asby face ( alrer I came to Bruffells ) fo 
Much more by: Fame ; he fate down’ upora bench; 
at' the furcher end of the table; ‘aid:' heard no 
fall part. of our Differtation, feeming not ‘too 
_ well apaid, that a Gentleman ‘of his Nation, 
(for Tift £ was {poken’'to in that habit, by’ the 
tile: of Dominatio ‘veftra ) fthould''depart from 
the Jéfuites Colledge no better fatisfied: On the 
hext morning therefore he fends the fame En- 
-glifh Phyfitian: to ‘my’ Lodgitiy, with a‘ couite- 
ous compeliation, , profefling to take i¢ unkindly, 
that his Country-man fhould make choice of 
any other; to conferr with, then ‘himfelf, who 
defiréd both * mine Acquainranté :and full fatis. 
faction, Sr. Edmund Bacon, is’ whofe ‘hearing 
the meflage was delivered; gave me fecret fignes 
of his utter unwillingnefs. to’¢ive way to my 
further confetences, the. iflué whereof -C fince 


we were to pafsfurther, and’beyond the bounds 


of that Protection -) might prove dangerous, I 
returned a mannerly anfwer ‘of thanks’ to F. 
Baldwin ; but -for ‘any futther conference; thatit 
were bootlels, I could not ‘hope to* convert 
oe — C34 nn 10 
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him, and was refolv'd, ‘he fhould nor alter me, 


_Ttold them they, 


and therefore both of us fhould reft where we 


were, Departing from Braffells we were for 
Namur's, and Liege: in the way we found the 


ood hand of God, in delivering us from the 
_ of free-booters, and of a nightly entrance 


((amidft_afufpicious convoy ) into that bloody 


City. Thence we; came to_ the Spadane waters, - 
where I had good leafureto adda fe-ond century of 
Meditations to thofe I had publifhed before my jour: 
ney ; After we had {pent ‘a jufttime at thofe me. 
dicinall wells, we returned to Liege, and in our 


_ paflageup the River Mofa, I hada dangerous con- 


fi& with a a a Prior of the Carmelites, 
who took occafion’ by our kneeling at the receit. - 
of the Excharift, to perfwade all the company, 


of ouracknowledgment of a Tranfubftantiation ; I 


fatisfyed the cayill, fhowing upon what ground, 
this meet pofture obtained with us: the man 
grew furious upon his: conviction, and his vehe-. 


‘ment affociates. began to joyn with him, ina right 


down railing wa our Charch, and. Religion; 

new where they were, forme, 
Thad taken notice of the fecurity of their Laws, 
inhibiting any argument held again{t their Religion 
eftablithed, and therefore ftood only upon my de- 
fenfe, not .cafting any afperfion upon theirs, but 
ready to maintain our own, which though I per- 
formed inas fair terms as I gnight, yer the cho- 
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ler of thofe zelots was fo moved, that the palenefs 


of their changed countenances, began to threaten 
fome perilous iffue, had not Sir Edmund Bacon, 
both by his eye, and by his Tongue, wifely ta- 
ken me off; I fubduced my felf  {peedily from 
their prefence, to avoid further _ provocation 3; the 
Prior began to bewray fome tufpicions of my 


borrowed habit, and toldthem, that himfelf had | 


a green Sattin {uit once prepared for his travells 
into England, {o as\ found 1t needfull for me, to 


_ lye clofe at Namur's ; from whence travelling the ~ 


nextday towards Bruffels in the os of two 
Italian Captains, Signior Afcamo Negro and another, 
whofe name I have ening who enquiring in- 


to our Nation and Religion, wondred. to hear 
chat we hadany Baptifmor Churchesin England , — 


the congruity of gay Latin, (in refpect of. cheir 


“perfe& Barbarifme .) drew me and the reft into — 


their fufpition, fo asi might overhear them mat- 
tering to each other, that we were not the men we 
appeared , ftraight che one of them, boldly expreft 
his conceit, and together wich thts charge, began 


to inquire of our condition ; I cold him chat the © 


Gentleman he faw before us, was the Grandchild 
of that renowned Bacon, the great Chancellour of 


\ England,'a man of great birth and Quality, and that 
my {clf, and my other companion, travailed in his | 


‘attendance tothe Spa; from the train, and under 
the Priveledge of our late Ambaffador,. with which 
jyn(t anfwer I ftopt their Mouths, - Re 


\ 
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him, and was refolv'd, he fhould not alter, me, 
and therefore both of us fhould reft where we 


were, Departing from Braffells we were for 


— Nammr’s, and Liege: in the way we found the 


ood hand of God, in delivering us from the 
: ae of free-booters, and of a nightly entrance 
(amidft a fufpicious convoy ) into that bloody 
City. Thence we, came to the Spadane waters, — 
where I had good leafureto adda fecond century of 
Meditations to thofe I had publifhed before my jour- 
ney; After we had fpent a jufttime ac thofe me- 
dicinall wells, we returned to Liege, and in our 


_paffageup the River Mofa, I hada dangerous con- — 
«fi with a ee a Prior of the Carmelites, 


who cook occafion by our kneeling at the receit. - 


of the Excharift, to perfwade all the company. 


of ouracknowledgment of a Tranfubftantiation; I 


fatisfyed the cavill, fhowing upon what ground 
this meet’ pofture obtained with us: the man 
grew furious upon his conviction, and his vehe:. 


‘ment affociates. began to joyn with him, ina right 


down railing upon our Charch, and Religion; 
Itold them they, knew where they were, forme, 
Thad taken notice of the ‘fecurity of their Laws, 
inhibiting any argument held againft their Religion _ 
eftablifhed, and therefore ftood only upon my de- 
fenfe, not .cafting any afperfion upon theirs, but 
ready to maintain our own, which though I per- 
formed inas fair terms as I night, yet the cho- 
er a = &» « Jer 
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ler of thofe zelots was fo moved, that the palenefs 
of their changed countenances, began to threaten 
fome perillous iffue, had not Sic Edmund Bacon, 
both by his eye, and by his Tongue, wifely ta- 
ken me off; I fubduced my felf  fpeedily from 
their prefence, to avoid a provocation ; the 
Prior began to bewray .fome iufpicions of m 
borrowed habit, and coldthem, that himfelf had_ 
agreen Sattin fuit once prepared for his travells 
into England, {o asI found 1t needfull for me, to 
. lye clofe at Namur’s ; from whence travelling the ~ 
nextday towards Bruffelsin the company of two 
Iralian Captains, Signior Afcamo Negro a | another, 
whofe name I have pi wit who enquiring in- 
to our Nation and Religion, wondred. to hear 
that we hadany Baptifmor Churchesin England 5 — 
the congruity of gay Latin, (in re{pect of their 
perfe& Barbarifme .) drew me and the reft into 
their fufpition, fo asI might overhear them mat- — 
tering to each other, that we were not the men we 
appeared, ftraight the one of them, boldly expreft 
his conceit, and together wich this charge, began 
to inquire of our condition ; I told him chat the 
Gentleman he {aw before us, was the Grandchild 
of that renowned Bacen, the great Chancellour of 
\England,'a man of great birth and Quality, and chat 
my {clf, and my other companion, travailed in his - 
‘attendance tothe Spa; from the train, and under 
the Priveledge of our late Ambaffador,. with which 
jyatt anfwer I ftopt their Mouths, -- ‘Res 
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Returning through Braffels we came down to 
Antwerp, the paragon of Cities ; where my. curi- 


‘ofity to feea folemn proceflion on St. ‘fobu Be- | 


ptifts Day might have drawn me into danger 
(through my willing unreverence )' had not the 
hulck of a tall Brabanter, behinde whom | ftood 
in acorner of the Street, fradowed me from notice; 
Thence down the fair river of . Schefd, we came 
to Ulufhing, where ( upon the refolution of our 
company to ftay fome hours, ] hafted to Middle. 
burgh to fee an ancient Colegue ; That vafic loft 
me my paffage;ecre F could return, I might {ce 


our fhip under fail for England, the Mafter had 
‘with the wind altered his Putpefe, and called a- 


boord with fuch eagernefs, that':my Company 


-'muft either away, or undergo the ‘hazard of 09 


much lofs:I looke long after them in vain, and 
fadly returning to Middleburgh waited long, for an 
inconvenient andtempeftuous paflage, —_ 


t - ~ 


_. > After fome year and half, it :pleafed God" in 

expectedly to contrive the change of my ftatiton ; 

_ My means were but fhort at Halfted; yet fuch as. 

- Toft profeffed, ifmy then Patron would have ad- 

_ ded, butone ten pounds by year ( which 2 held 
to be the valae of my detained due ) 1 fhould ne. — 

‘ver have removed ; ‘One mornmg as Tlay in my - 

_bed, a firong motion -was fuddenly glanced into 

my thoughts of going to ‘London; 1 arofe and 

— ‘berook me to the way, the ground that appeared - 


~ 


s 
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of that purpofe, wastofpeak with my Patroz Sic 


Robert Drury, if by occafion of the publick Preach. 


erfhtp of St. Edmunds Bury, then offered me upon 
good conditions, I might draw him to a willing 


'yieldance of that parcell of my due maintenance, 


"6 


_ ffiven way unto; but not offering me the expe&ed 


which was kept backfrom my not over-deferving 


predeceffor ; who hearing my ecand diffwaded me 
trom fo ungatnfull achange, which had itbeen to 
my fenfible advantage, he fhould have readily 


encouragement of my continuance; wich him I 


ftayed, and preacht on the Sunday following ; Fhar 


day Sir Rebert Drury, meeting with the Lord 


Denny, fell belike into the commenda ion of thy Ser- 


- mon; That religious and Noble Lord ‘had long 


harboured good thoughts concerning me upon the 


_ reading of thofe poor pamphlets which I had for- 


merly publifhed; and long wifhed the opo~- 


tunity to know me:to pleafe him in this defite, 


Sit Rob. wilf'd me togo, and tender my fervice ro 
his Lord{hip, which I modeftly and ferioufly depre- 
cated ; yet upon his earneft charge . went to his 


- Lordfhips gate, where I was not forry: to hear of | 
his Abfence. Being now full of Coldand Diftem. 


perin Drury-lane, I wastound out bya friend, in 


whom I bad formerly no great intereft, one Mr. 


Gurrey Tutor to the Earl of Effex; hz told me how 


- well:my Meditations were accepted at the Princes p.Hédry, 


Cowt ; and earneftly advifed me to flep over to 


Rich- 
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Returning through Bruffels we came down to 
Antwerp, the paragon of Cities; where my. curi- 


ofity to feea folemn proceflion on St. Fobn Ba-_- 


ptifts Day might have drawn me into danger 
(through my wi'ling unreverence ) had not the 
hulck of a tall Brabanter, behinde whom I ftoad 
in acorner of the Street, fhadowed me from notice; 
Thence down the fair river of . Scheld, we came 
to Ulufhing, where ( upon the refolution of our 
company to {tay fome hours, I hafted to Middle. 
burgh to fee an ancient CoHegue ; That vifit loft 
me my paflage;cre FE could return, I mighe {cc 


our fhip under fail for England, the Mafter had 
~ ‘with the wind altered his Putpefe, and called a- 


boord with fuch eagernefs, ‘that:-my Company 


~“muit either away, or undergo the ‘hazard of too 


much lofs:I lookt long after them in vain, and 
fadly returning to Middleburgh waited long, for an 


_ Anconvenient and tempeftuous ‘paflage. 


_. > After fome year and half, it :pleafed God" in 
expectedly to contrive the change of my ftation ; 
My means were but fhort at Halfted; yet fuch as 

- Toft profeffed, ifmy then Patron would have ad- 
ded, butone ten pounds by year ¢ ‘which 4 held 
‘to be the value of my detained duc ) I fhould ne- 
‘ver have removed ; ‘One thornnig as T'lay in my 
bed,’ a ftrong motion -was’ fuddenly ‘glanced into 
my thoughts of going to “London; 1 arofe and 
‘betook me to the. way, the ground that appeared - 


~~ 
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~ ofthat purpofe, wastofpeak wich my Patrox Sic 
Robert Drury, if by occafion of the publick Preach- — 


erfhtp of St. Edarunds Bury, then offeredme upen 
good conditions, I might draw him to a willing 


' yieldance of that parcell of my due maintenance, 


"6 


‘which was kept backfrom my not over-deferving 


predeceffor ; who hearing my eciand diffwaded me 
trom fo ungatnfull a‘change, which had itbeen to. 
my fenfible advantage, he fhou!d have readily 


_ ffiven way unto; but not offering me the expected 
encovragement of my continuance; wich him [ 


ftayed, and preacht on the Sunday following ; Fhae 


day Sir Robert Drury,. meeting with the Lord 


Denny, fell belike into the commenda ion of thy Ser- 


- mon; That religious and Noble Lord ‘had long 


harboured good thoughts concerning me uponthe 


_ reading of thofe poor pamphlets which I had for- 


merly publifhed; and long withed the opo-~ 


tunity to know me:to pleafe him in this defire, 


Sir Rob. will’d me to-go, and tender my fervice ro 
his Lordthip, which I modeftly and ferioufly depre- 
cated ; yet upon his earneft charge - went to his 
Lordfhips gate, where I was not forry: to hear of 


his Abfence, Being now full of Coldand Diftem. 


perin Drury-lane, 1 wastound out bya friend, in 
whom I bad formerly no great intereft,. one Mr. 
Gurrey Tutor te the Earl of Effex; hz told me how 


_ well:my Meditations were accepted at the’ Princes p.Hecry. 


Court ; and earneftly advifed me to flep over to 
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Richmond, and preach to his Highnefs : 1 ftrongly 


pleaded my indifpofition of ,body, and my inpre- 
paration forany fuch work, together with my bafh- 
full fears, and utter unfitnefs for fuch a prefence; 
my aver{nefs doubled his, importunity ; in fine, he 


eftme not tll he had my ingagement to preach the 


Sunday: following at Richmond : he made way for 
me to-that.awfull Pulpic, and encouraged me by the 
favour of his Noble Lord the Earl of Effex: I preacht; 
through the favour of my God, thac Sermon was 


not fo well given as taken ; In fo much as that Sweet 
_ Prince, fignified his “Defire to hear me again the 


Tuefday followings ‘which done, that labour gave 


_ more contentment then. the former , Soas that gra- 
' cious Prince, both gave me his hand and comman- 


ded me to his Service, My Patron {eeing me (up- 
on my return to London ) lookt after by fome 


“great Perfons, began to with me at home, and told 


me thatfomeor other would be fnatching me up, 
I an{wered that ie was in his power to prevent, would 
he be pleafed to wake my maintenance, but fo com. 
petent asin rightic fhould be, I would never ftir 
trom him: infteed of condefcending, it pleafed - 
him to fallinco an expoftulation of the rate of com- 
petencies, affirming the variablenefs thereof; accor. 
ding toour own eftimation, and our either raifing 
or moderating the caufes of ourexpences ; [fhow’d - 


_ him the infufficiency of my means, that I was for- 
ced to write books co buy books :. Shortly, fome 
: a | ; ar 
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harh and unpleafing anfwer, fo disheartned me 
that I refolv’d to embrace the firft oportunity of - 


my remove ; Now. whiles I was taken up with 


_thefe anxious thoughts, a meffinger (¢ it was Sir 


Robert Wingfield of Northhamptons fonne ) came 
to me from the Lord Dexay, ( now Earl of Nor- 


wich ) my after-moft-honourable Patron, entreat= 


ing me from his Lordfhip to fpeak, with him; 
No fooner came I thither, then after a glad,-and 
Noble welcome, I was entertained, with the ear- 
ne{t offer of Waltham: The condicions were like 


. the mover of them, freeand bountifull; I receiv- 


ed them, as from the munificent. hand of m 
God; and returned full of the cheerfull acknow- 


~- Jedgments of a gracious providence over me; Too — 


late now did my ‘former Noble Patroz relent, and 
offer me thofe termes which had _ before faftened 


me for ever; Erecurned home happy in a new 


Mafter, and in a new Patron; betwixt whom, E- 


Divided my {felt and my labours, with much 


comfort and no lefs acceptation; In the fecond 


year, of mine attendance on his Highnefs, when | 
- Icame for my Difmiffion, from that monethly fer- 


vice, it pleafed che Prince to command mea longer 


ftay, and at laft upon mine allowed departure, | 


by the mouth of Sir Thomas Challoner, his Go- 
vernour, to tender unto me a motion of more 
honour ‘and favour then’ I was worthy of; which 


was, that it was hisHighnefs pleafure, and pur-- 
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_ pofe, to have me continually refident ar the Court 


as a conftant attendant, whiles. the reft held on 


their wonted viciffimdes ; for which purpofe 
his Highnefs would obtain for me fuch prefer. 
ments as fhould yield me full contentment: I 
return’d my humbleft thanks, and my readinefs 
to facrifice my felf to the fervice of fo gracious a 
Mafter, but being confcious to my felf of -m 

unanfwerablenefs to fo great expe&ation,. and loath 


to forfake fo Dear and Noble a Patron, who 


had placed: much of his Heart upon me, I did mo- 
deftly put it off, and held clofe ro my Walthaw 5 _ 
where in a conftant courfe, I -preach’d a long 


time, (as I had done alfo at Halfted before ) 


'. thrice in the. week, yet.never durft I climbe into 


~ lifted nat ta bea flave to Syllables, 
‘+ Jn this while my worthy kinfman, Mr. Sama 
el Barton Archdeacon of GloceSter, knowing in 


the. Pulpit;'to preach any Sermon, whereof I had 
not before in my poor, and plain fafhion, per- 
ned every word in the fame Order, wherein | 
hoped to deliver it,. alchough in the exp-effion I 


how good terms I ftood at Court, and pictying 
the miferable condicion of his Native Church 
of W olverbampton, Was very defirous to engage 
me in fo difficult, and NobJe a fervice, as the re- 
demption of that captivated Church ; For which . 
caufe he importun’d me to move fome of my | 
friendg, co {olicic the. Dean of Windfor, ( who 

| : by 
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_ by an antiente annexation is Patron thereof, for 


the graunt of a particular Prebend, when it 


-fhonld fall vacant in that Church, anfwer was res 
‘turn’d me, that it was fore-promifed to one of 


my fellow Chaplains; I fate down without fur- 
ther expectation ; fome year or two after, hear- 
ing that ic was become void, and meeting with 
that fellow Chaplain of mine; I wifht him 
much joy of the Prebend ; He aske me if it 
were void ; Laffured him fo ; and telling him 
of the former anfwer delivered to me in my Ig- 
norance, of his ingagement, witht him to haften 


- his Poffeffion of it. He delayed not; when — 


he came to. the Dean of Windfor, for his pro- 
mifed: difpatch, the Dean brought’ him forth 2 
Letter from the Prince, wherein he .was defired, 
and charged to reverfe his former ingagement 
( fince that other Chaplain was otherwife pro- 
vided for ) and to caft that favour upon me; 
I was fent for, ( who leaft thought of it) and 


. received the free Collation of that poor dignitie, 
-Ic was not: the value of the place, ( which was 


but ninetene .Nobles"per annum ) that we aimed © 
at, bat the freedome of a goodly Church, (con- 
fifting of a Dean and eight Prebendaries compe- 
tently endowed ) and many thonfand fouls, la. 
mentably fwallowed up by wilfull Recufants, ina 
pretended Fee-farme for ever; O God, what an 
hand hadft thou ia the carriage of this work ! 
er. D 2 ‘when 
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when we fet foot in this fuit (tor another of 


the Prebendaries joyned with me ) we knew not 
wherein to infift, nor where to ground a com- 
plaint, only we knew that a Goodly Patrimony 
was by facrilegious conveyance dctained from 


the Church, But inthe purfuit of ic fuch marve- 


lous light opened it felf inexpeCiedly to us, in 
revealing of a counterfeit feal, tound in the athes. 
of that burned honfe of a falfe Regifter ; in the 
manifeftation of rafures, and interpolations, and 
mifdates of unjuftifiable evidences, that after many 
years fuit, the wife. and honourable Lord Chan- 


_ cellor Ellefmere upon a full hearing, adjudged thefe 
_ two fued for Prebends, clearly to be return’d to 


the Church, untill. by common law, they could 
(if poffibly ) be revicied ; Our greac. adverfary 
Sr. Walter Levefon, finding it but lofs and trouble 


to ftruggle for litigious fheaves; came off to a - 


_ peaceable compofition with me of 404 per. annum 


_ was heard at the Kings Bench Barr; wherc:afpe- 


x eee 


for my: part, whereof ten fhould be to the dif-- 
charge of my {ftall in that Church, till the fuic 
fhould by courfe of Common law be. determi- 
ned ; we agreed upon fair, VVars..- The caufe 


ciall verdict was given for us ; Upon the death 
of my partner in the fuit, (in whofe name it had 


now been brought °) it was renewed; a Jury em-- 


pannclled in the County; the Foreman ( who 
had vowed he would carry it for Sr. VVaher ‘ Le~ 


cE | wefon 


Se. = ck ES" f £F& 


—_= Co1— © 


nh | 


ne Se eee ae” Se ee ce en fe rr, 7 
> ae a i ‘al ie fe i di, 2 an ve eh NEY Ste ew oo ae 


of Jof. Hall Bifbop of Norwich. 


wefon howfoever ) was before the day, ftricken 


‘mad, and_ fo continued ; we proceeded with the 
fame fuccefs we formerly had; whiles we .were 


thus ftriving, a word fell from my adverfary, 


that gave me intimation, that a third dog would 


ethaps come in, and take the bone from us 
both ; which I finding to drive at a fuppofed 
concealment, happily prevented, for I prefently 
addreffed my felf to his Majefty, with a Peti- 
tion for therenewing the charter of that Church; 


_ and the full eftablithment of the Lands, Rights, 
Liberties, thereto belonging; which I eafily ob... 


rained from thofe Gracious hands; Now Sr. Wal- 
ter Levefon, fecing the patrimony of the Church 


fo faft and fafely fetled: and mifdoubting what. 


iffue thofe his.crafie evidences would find at the. 
Common law, began to incline to offers of peace, 


and at laft drew him fo farr, as that he yiclded. _ 


to thofe two many .condicions, not ” particularly . 
for my felf, but or the whole body of all thofe: 
Prebends which pertained to the Church; Firft. 
that he would be content to caft up that Fee. 
farm, which he had of all che Patrimony” of that: 
Church, and difclaming it, receive that which he: 
held of the {aid Church by leafe, from us the fe-. 
verall Prebendaries, for term, whether of years,, 
or ( which he rather defired ) of Lives, Secondly 


that he would raife the maintenance, of every. 


Prebend, ( whereof fome were but forty fhillings;. 
wee Fa | | | ; others: 
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others three, pounds, others four, &c, ) to the 


yearly value of thirty pounds to each nnn, 


‘during the faid terme of his Leafe, only ‘for a 
monument of my labour and fuccefs herein, I re. 


quired chatmy Prebend might have the addition 
of ten pounds per annum, above. the fellowes ; 


a ee 


— -WVe were bufily treating of this happy match . 
_ for chat poor Chirch 5 Sr. Walter Lewefon was 


net only willing but forward; The then “Dean 


Mr. Antonins de Dominis, Archbifhop of Spalata, 
gave both way and furtherance ‘to: the difpatch,. 
ail had been moft happily ended, bad not the 
{crupuloufnefs, of one or two of the Number, 


differed fo advantageous a conclufion; In the 


mean while Sr. VValter Levefon dyes, leaves 


his young Orphan Ward to: the King, all our 


hopes werenow blown up; Anoffice was found 


of all thofe Lands, the very wonted payments 
were denyed, and I call’d into the. Court of 
VVards, in fair likelyhood, to forgoe my for. 


mer hold, and yielded poffeffion - but there, it 
was juftly awarded by the Lord: Treafurer, then 


Mafter of the VVards, thas the Orphan could. 


have no more, no other right them che Father > 


I was therefore left in may foroser fiate, only up- 
on publick complaine, of the hard condicion. 
wherein the Orphan was leit, I fuffered my {elf 


to be over-intreated, to abate fomewhat of that 
evided compofition : which work having once 
ners  firmely 
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firmely fetled, in a juft pitty. of the mean pro. 


vifion, if not the Deftitution of fo many thou. - 


fand fouls, and a defize, and care, to haverchem 
comfortably provided for in the future, I refigned: 


up the faid Prebend to a worthy Preacher, Mr. | 


Lee, who fhould conftaotly refide there, and pain- 


fully Inftruct, chat great and long neglected :peo. 
ple; which he hath hitherto performed, | with 


great mutuall contentmenc and happy  fuccefs: 


Now during this 22 years which I {pene ac VVal- 


tham 5 thrice was | commanded and employed a-. 
broad by his Mayefty in publick fervicen — 
- Firft in the attendance of the Rigbe Honoura- 
ble Earl of Carlile, (then Lord .Vifcount Don- 
cafter ) who was fent upon a Noble Embaifly, 


with a gallant retinueinto France ; whofe enter: =. 


ment there, the Annalls of that Nation will tell to 
pofterity, In the midft of thar fervice was I fur. 


prized withamiferable Diftemper of body ; which: 


ended in a Diarrhea Biliofa, not without .fome 
beginnings and further threats of a Dyfentery ;. 
wherewith I was brought fo low, that there feem- 
ed {mali hepe of my recovery, Mr. . Peter Mone 
lin (to whem I was beholden for his frequent 
vifitations, ) being fent by my Lord Embeffador,. 
to inform him of my eftate, brought him fo" fad 
Newes. the eof, as thar he was much _ afflicted: 


~ 


therewith, well fuppofing his welcom to VVal~ 
tham, could not but wont much-of the heart with 


cou 


deft alone to the furly Muleters, 
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out me: Nowthetimeot his returnedrew on, Dr. 


~ Moulin, kindly offered to remove me, upo n his 


‘Lo:dthips departure , to his own houfe, promi. 
fing me all carefull tendance ; Ithanke him ; but 
refolv'd, if I could but creep homewards to puc 


my felf upon the Journey. A Litter was provi- 


ded, but of fo little eafe; thac Sineons peniten- 
tiall lodging; or a’ malefactors ftocks, had been 
lefs penall: I crawled down from my clofe Cham- 
ber into that carriage, In gua videbaris mibi ef- 
ferri, tanquam in fandapila, as Mr. Moxlin wrote 
to me afterward ; that- Mifery had, I endured in 
all the long paffage, from Paris to Dee . being. 
had not the pro- 
vidence of my good God breught me to St. 


Germans, upon the very minute of' the fetting 


out of thofe Coaches, which had ftay’d there up. 
on that mornings entertainment of my Lord Am. — 
Laffador ; How glad was] that I might change my 
feat, andmy company ; in the way, beyondall: ex- 
pectation, I. began ro gather fome fitrvength, whether 
the frefh. Air, or the defires of my home re. 
vived me, fo: much, and {o fudden reparation 
enfued, as was fenfible to my {elf; and feemed 
{trangeto others; Bein fhippedat Deep the Sea 
ufed us hardly, ‘and a aa a Night, and a great 
part of the Day following, fent us back well 
wind.beaten, to that bleak haven whence we {et 


forth, forcing us f2 a more pleafing land-paflage, 


through 
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through the Coafts of Normandy and Picardy; tos 


~ wards the end whereof, my former complaint retur- 


ned upon me, and Landing wich me, accompanicd 
me to,and at my Jong Defired home ; In this my 
abfence, it pleafed his Majefty, gracioufly, to con- 
ferr upon me the Deanry of VVorcefter, which be- 


_ ing promifed to me before my Departure, was 


deeply hazarded whiles I was out of fight, by the | 


Importunity and underhand: working-of fome great 
enes; Dr. Field, the learned and worthy. Dean of 


~ GloceSter, was by his potent Fricnds put into fuch . 


affurances of it, that I heard where he took care for 


the furnifhing that amplehoufe; But God fetcht ie 


about for me, in that abfence and Nefcience of 


- mine; and that Reverend, and better Deferving 


Divine, was well fatisfied with greater hopes; and 


“foon after exchanged this Mortall eftate, for an 


Immoitall and Glorious; Before I could go down 
through my continuing weaknefs, to take poffeflion 
of that Dignity, his Majefty pleafed to-defign me to 
his Attendance into Scetland.; where the great 
love; and refpect that I found, both from the 


' Minifters, and People, wroughtme no fmall en. _ 


vy, from, fome of our own, upon a commonly 

received fuppofition, that his Mayefty would have 

no further ufe of his Chaplains, after his remove 

from Edenborough, ( forasmuch as the Divines of 

the Country, whereof there is great ftore and wor- 

thy choice, were allotted to every ftation) - igs 
- OE oO 


33 


. Some Spetialties in the Life — 

ebtaned, throwgh the Solicwation of my ever 
Honoured Lord of Carlile, to return, with him 
before my fellowes. No fooner was 1 gone, then 
fugeeftions were made to his Majefty of my over 
plaufible Demeanure and dodrine to that already 
prejudicate people, for which his Majefty, after 
a gracious acknowledgment of my good fervice 
there done, called me upon his return toa favoura- 
bleand milde account; not more freely profef- 
fing whatInformations had been given againft me, 
then his own full Satisfa@ion, with my fincere 
and juft anfwer; as whofe excellent wifdom well 
faw, thac fach winning carriage of mine could 
be no hinderance to thole his. great Detignes; 
At the fame tine his Majefty having fecret notice, 
thar a (etter was coming co me from Mr. VV. 
 Struther, a Reverend and Learned Divine of E-— 
denborough, concerning the. five points, then pro- 
 poied, and urged to the Church of Scotland; 
was pleafed to impofe upon me an earneft charge,. 
to give him a full anfwer in fatisfaStion to thofe 
his modeft Doubrs ; and .at large to declare. my 
Judgment concerning thofe required Obfervati- 
ons, which I fpeedily perform’d with fo great 
approbation of his Majelty, that it pleafed him 
to command a tranfcript thereof, as I ‘was inform- 
ed, publickly read in cheir moft famous Univer- 


 fity ; The effe& whereof his Majefty vouch. 


 fafed, to fignifie afterwards, unto fome of my. — 
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beft friends, with allowance beyond my hopes.. 
lt was nat long-afrer, that his. Majefiy  find- 
ing the-exigence of the affairs, df the .Nether- 
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Landith Churches .to require it; both advifed 


them to a Synodicall decifton , and by his imcont- 
patable wifdom, promoted the work; My ‘un- 
worthinefs was named for one of the . Afliftanss 
of chat honoucable grave and reverend meeting, 
where I failed not of my beft fervice ta that 
wofhlly diftca&ed Church ; By that time I had 
ftayed fome two Moneths there, the unquietnefs 
of the Nights, in thofe Garrifon Towns, work: 
ing upon the tender difpofition of my Body, 


brought me to fich weaknefs through wane of _ 


Reft, that it began to difable me trom. atten- 
ding. the Synod, which yet as I might, I forced 
my felf unto as wifhing that my Zeale could 


have difcountenanced my infirmity: 3° where in 


the mean time, it is well worthy of my thankfull 


remembrance; chat being in an afflicted and: lam. 
guifhing condicion, for a fortnight together with 
that fleeplefs diftemper, yet it pleafed God, the 
very Night before I was to preach the Latin 
Sermon’ to the Synod, to beftow upon me fuch 
a comfortable refrefhing of fufficient fleep, as, 
whereby my fpirits were revived, and I was ena- 
bled wich much vigour and vivacitie to perform 
that fervice; which was no fooner done thew my 
former complains renewed. upon me, and pre- 
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vailed againft all the remedies that the countell 
of Phyfitians could advife me unto ; fo as after 
long. ftrife, F was. compelled to yield unto a 


retirement (for the time ) to the Hague, to fee 


if change of place and more carefull attendance, 
which I had in the houfe of our Right Honour. 


able Ambaffador, the Lord Carleton 4 now Vil 


count Dorchefter ) mtght recover me;. But- 


when notwithftanding all means. my weaknefs 
inereafed fo farr, as that there was fmall like. 


lyhood lefe of fo much ftrength remaining, as 
might bring me back into England, it pleated 
his gracious Majefty, by our Noble Ambaffa. 
dors folicttation, co call me off,.and to fubfticute 
a worthy Divine Mr. Dr: Goade in my unwil-. 
lingly fo;faken room, Returnmg by Dort, I fent 
in my fad farewellto that grave Affembly, who by 
common vote fent to me the Prefident of . the 
Synod, and the Affiftants, with a refpective.and 
gracious valediction; neither did the Deputies” 

of my Lords the States negle& (alter ‘a very re- 


fpe&full complement fent from them to me by 


Daniel Heinfins )to vilit me; and after'a No. | 
ble acknowledgment of more good fervice from 
me, thenI durft own, difmiffed me with an 
Honourable retribution, and fent after me a rich 
Medall of Gold, the portraiture of the Synod} — 
for a precious Monument of their re{peds to: my 
poor indeayours, who failed not. whiles I was Pe 
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the Hagne, to . impart unto them my “poor ad._ 
“yice, concerning the proceeding of that Synodi- 


call meeting ; The difficulties of my. return in 
fuch weaknefs were many and great; wherein, 


“af ever, God manifefted his fpeciall Providence to > 


me, in over-ruling the crofs accidents of. that 
paflage, and after many dangers and de[pairs, 
contriving my fave arrivall. | : 

After not many. years fetling at home, it griev- 
ed my foul, to fee our own Church begin to 
ficken of the fame difeafe which we had endea- 
voured to cure in our Neighbours ; Mr. Mozta- 
art and vehement affertions, of {ome pofi- 


gues t 


tions, neer of kin to the Remonttrants of Nether- 
‘and, gave occafion of raifing no {mall broil in 
the Church; Sides were taken, Pulpits every where 
yang of thefe opinions ; but Parliaments took noe 


tice of the divifion, and queftioned. the Occafio. 


‘ner ; Now as one that defired to do alk gaod offi. 


ces to our dear and common Mother, I fet mv 


‘thoughts on work, how fo dangerous.a quarrel] 


might be Rappily compofed ; and finding that 


‘miftaking was more guilty of this . diffention, 
‘then mis-believing ; (fince it plainly appeared 
_to me, that Mr. Montague meant to exprefs, not 


Arminins, but B.. Overall, a more moderate and 


fafe Anthour, however he {ped in delivery of 
him; )1 wrote a little projet of Pacification, 
wherein I defired to rectify the judgment of men, © 


con. | 
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concerning this mifapprehended —controverly ra 
fhowing them the true parttes in this unfeafona- 


ble Plea ; and becanfe B. Oweral] went a mid~ 
way, betwixt the two opinions which. he held 
extream, and muft needs therefore fomewhat 


differ: from the commonly-received tenet in 


thefe points, I gathered out of B. Overall on 


the one fide, and out of our Fnglith Divines 


at Dort on the other, fuch common propo- 
fitions concerning thefe five bufy Articles, as 


wherein both of them are fully agreed ; ‘All 


which being put together, feemed unto me to 
make up {0 fufficient a body of accorded Truth, 
that all other qué@tions moved here-abouts, ap- 
peared merely fuperfluous, and every moderate 
Chriftian, might find where to reft himfelt, 
without hazard of Contradiction : Thefe I made - 


‘bold by the hands ‘of Dr. Young the worthy 
- Dean of Winchefter, to prefent to his Excel. — 


— Jent Majefty, together with a. humb!e motion of 


a peaceable. filence to be injoyned -to both 
parts, in thofe other collaterall, and — needleffe 
difquisitions : which if they might befic the 
Schools of Academicall difputants, ‘could - net 
certainly found well from the Pulpits of popu- 
lar Auditories: Thofe reconciliatory papers fell 
under ‘the eyes. of fome Grave Divines on both 
parts, Mr: Montague profeffed thae he had {een 


them, and would fubfcribe to thea very wil- 
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ingly ; others thac were contrarily minded, both 


Englifh, Scotifh, and French Divines, profered 


their hands to a no lefs ready fub{cription; So 
as much peace promifed to refule, out of that 


weak and ‘poor enterprife, had not the confufed. 


noife of the mifconftru@ions of thofe, who ne- 
ver faw the work, ( crying it down for the 
very Names fake } meeting with the royall e- 


di& of a general Inhibition, buryed it in a fecure 


Silence. I was {corched a little with this flame, 
which I defired to Quench; yet: this could not 


ftay my hand from chrufting it f{elf, into an. 


hotter fire. | . | 
Some infolenc Romanifts ( Jefuites efpecially ) 


in their bold difputations ( which in the time of 


the treaty of theSpanifh Match, and the calme of 
that Relaxation were very frequent,) preffed no- 
thing fo much, as a Catalogue of the Profeffors 


_of our Religion to be deduced from the primi: 


tive times, and with the peremptory challenge 
of the impoffibiliry of this Pedigree dazeled the 


eyes of the fimple ; whiles fome of our learn- 


ed men, undertaking to fatisfy fo needlefs and. 
unjaft a demand, gave, as I conceived, great ad- 


vantage to the Adverfary; In a juft Indignation 
to fee us thus wrong'd by mif-ftateing the Quefti- 
on betwixt us, as if we, yielding our felves of 
an other Church, Originally and fundamentally 


different, fhould make good our own ‘erection — 
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upon the Ruines, yea, the Nullicy of theirs, 

and well confidering the Infinite and great in- 
conveniences, that muft needs follow upon this 

- defence, I adventured to fet my pen on work; 

»  Gefiring to redtifie the Opinions of thofe men, 
| whom an ignorant zeal had tranfported, to the | 
_ prejudice of our holy Caufe, laying forth the . 

~ Damnable corruptions of the Roman Church, 
yet making our game of the outward vifibility 
thereof, and by this means putting them to the 
probation, of thofe newly obtruded corruptions'~. 
which are truly guiley of the breach betwixt us; 

The drift whereof, being not well conceived, by 

fome {pirits, that were not fo wife as fervent, 

_” I was fuddenly expofed to the rath cenfures of - 
many well affected and zealous Proteftants, as if 

J had in a Remiffion to:my. wonted zeal to the 
Truth ateributed too much to the Roman Church, 

and ftrengchned the adverfaries hands and weak- 

ned our own; This envy I was fain to take off 

by my fpeedy Apologericall advertifment, and 
B.Mor- after that by my Reconciler, feconded with the 
tox, wnaminous Letters of fuch Reverend, Learned, 


zant, found Divines, both Bifhops and Dodors, - as 
_ Dr. Pri- whofe undoubtable authority, was able to bear 
. down calumny it felf; which done I did by a 
rofe,  feafonable moderation. provide for the Peace of 
the Church, in filencing both my defendants and 
challengers, in this unkind and ill-raifed quarrel; 
| ca Im. 


; of Jof. Hall Bifbop of Norwich. 
Immediately before the Publithing of this Tradiate, 


(which did not a little aggravate, the envy. and- 


— fufpicion ) I was by his Majefty raifedto the Bifho- 


prick of Excetershaving formerly (with much hum. 


ble Deprecation ) refufed the See of Glocefter ear- 


neftly proffered unto me ; How beyondall expeGa- | 


tion it pleated God to place me in that Weftern 
charge;which(if the Duke of Buckinghams Letteis, 
he being then in Fraace, had arived but fome hours 
fooner ) I had been defeated of; and by what ftrange 
means it pleafed God to makeup the Competency 
of that provifion, by the unthought of addition of 


the Retory of St. Breok within that Diocefs, if I 


- fhould fully relate, che Ciccumftances, would force 
the Confeffion of an extraordinary hand of God 


in the difpofing of thofe events; 1 entred upon || 


that place, not without much prejudice and fufpici- 
onon fome hands ; for fome that fate at the Berne 
of the Church, had me in great Jeloufie for too much. 
favour of Puritanifme ; I foon had intelligence who 


were fet over me for efpialls; my ways were Curi- | 


 oufly obferved, and {canned ; However I took the 
refolution to follow thofe courfes which might moft 
conduce co the Peace and happinefs of my New and 
weighty charge ; finding therefore fome fLBious {pi- 
rits very bufiein that Diocefs, I ufed all fair and gen- 
tle means to win them to good order; and therein 
{fo happily prevailed, that (faving two of that nu- 


merous Clergy, who continuing in their refractori- — 
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ne(s fled away from cenfure, ) they were all perfitly 
reclaimed; {fo as I had not one Minifter proteffedly 


oppofite to the anciently received orders ( for I was 
never guilty of urging .any.new Impofitions ) of the 
Church in that. large Diocefs; Thus we went on 
comfortably together, till {ome perfons of note inthe 
Clergy, being guilty of their own negligence. and 
diforderly courfes, began to envy our fuccefs; and 
finding me ever ready to encourage thofe whom I 
found confcionably forward, and painfull in their 


places, and willingly giving way co Orthodox: and 


peaceable LeGtures in feverall parts of my Diocels, 


— opesed their mouths againft me, bothobliquely in 
the Pulpit, and direGly at the Court; pa Pare 
’ 


of my too much Indulgence to. perfons difaffect 
and my too much liberty of frequent Lecturings 


within my charge, The billowes went fo high, that I 


was three feverall times upon my knee to his Ma- 
yefty, toanfwer thefe great Criminations, and what 
Conteftation I had with fome’ great Lords concern- 
ing thefe particulars, it would be too long toreport; 
only this; under how dark a Cloud I washereupon, 
Twas fodenfible, that] plainly toldthe Lord Arch- 
bifhopofiCazter. that rather then I would be obnox’- 
ous to:thofe flanderous tongues of his mifinformers, 
1would caft up my: Rochet; 1 knew 4 went right 
wayes,and would not endure to live under undefer- 
ved fufpicions ; what meflages of caution I had from 
fome of my wary Brethren, and what expoftulatory 

=~ * 2 Letters, 
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Letters, I had fromabave, I need nat relate; Sure I 
am Thad Peace, and comfort at home, in the happy: 
fenfe of that geitexall unanimity, and loving corre. 
{pondence of my Clesgy, till in the laft year of my 
prefiding there, after:the Symodicall oath. was fer on 
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toot; ( which yet I did nevertender to any ene -Mi- 


nifter of my Diocefs ) by che incitation. of fome bufie 
interbpers: of the neighbour County, fome: of 
them. began to: enter into an: ankind conteftation 


-with.me, about the élection of Clerks.of the comvo- 


cation ; whomthey fecretly, without ever acquaint- 
ing we with their defire or purpofe (as driving to 
thatend which we fee now accomplifhed ) would 


_ needs nominateand fet upin Competition to thofe, 

whom I had ( after the ufuall form ) recommended 
to them; That they hada right to free voices in that - 
_ choice, I denyed not; only Ihad reafon to take it . 


unkindly, that they would work underhand without 


me, andagain{ft me; profefling chat ifthey had be. 


fore hand made their defires known to me, I fhould 
willingly have gone along with them in their e- 
le&tion ; Ic cameto the Poll; Thofe of my Nomi- 


nation carried it, The Parliamene begun ; After 


fome hard tugging theve, returning homeupon ares 


cefs; I wasmet on the way, and cheerfully well- 


oa 


com’d with fome hundreds : In no worfe terms,E 


left chat my once dear Diocefs : when returning to 
Weftminifter, Twas foon call’d by his Majefty ¢ who 


_ was then in the North ) toa remove to Norwich: 
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bur how Itook the Tower in my way : and how I. 


have been dealt with fince my repair hither, F could | 
be Lavith in the fad report, ever defiring my Good — 


God, to enlarge my heart in Thankfulnefs to him, § ~ 
for the fenfible experience I have had of his fatherly 


hand over me, inthe deepeft ‘of all my AffliGions, 
and to ftrengthenme, for whatfoever other tryalls, 
he fhall be pleafed to call me unto : That being 


found faichfull unto the Death, I may obtain that 


Crown of life, which he hath Ordained for all thofe 
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mip the Gall of chis Parliament, and before, 
6 there was a general Plot and Refolution 
~ . Of the Fadion to alter the Government of 


L 
iy 


| the Church efpecially, the height and infolency of 


fome Church-governours, as was conceived, and the 


ungrounded impofition of fome Innovations upon 
the Churches: beth of Scotland and England gave a 
fit Hint to the Project : In the vacancy therefore be- 
fore the Summons, and immediately after it, there 
was great working fecretly for the Defignation and 
Eledtion as of Knights and Burgefles, fo efpecially 


¢ beyond all former ufe ) of the Clerks of Convo«. 
cation ; when now the Clergy were ftirred up to 


conteft with, and oppofe their Diocefans, for the 


choice of fuch men as. were moft inclined to the fa- 


your of an Alteration. Fhe Parliament was na 


fooner fate, then many vehement Speeches were’ 
made againft eftablifhed Church-government , and: 
enforcement of extirpation both root and branch, 
_And becaufe it was not fit to fet upon all at once,the 

 pefolution was to begin with thofe Bifhops which had 
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~ {ub{cribed to the Canons then lately publithed, u pon 


the fhutting up of che former Pa:liament, whom 


they would firft have had accufed of Treafon ; but 
- that not appearing feifible, they thought beft to in- 


dite them of very high crimes and offences againft — 
the King, the Parliament, and Kingdom, which was 
profecuted with great earneftnefs by fome prime 
Lawyers in the Houfe of Commons, and entertain- 


ed with like fervency by feme zealous'Lords in the 


Houfe of Peers ; every: of thofe: particular Canons 
being preffed to the moft envious. cratiege pak 
height chat was poffible. “Fhe Arch.bifhop of York 
‘( was defigned for the report ) aggravating Mr. Maz- 
nards criminations tothe urmoft, noe without fome 
Incer{perfions of his own. The Counfel of the .ac- 
cufed Bifhops gave in fach 4demurring Anfwer-as 
ftopt the mouth of that heimous Indi&ment : when 
this prevailed not, it was contrived to draw Petitions 


accufatory from many parts of che Kingdom againft - 


FE pifcopal Government , and the Promoters of the 
petitions were entertained with great ‘refpects ; 
whereas the many petitions of the oppofite part, 
though fub{cribed with many thoufand hands, were 
fleighted and difregarded, V-Vithall, the Rabble of 
London, after their petitions. cunningly and upon 
other pretences procured, were ftirred up to come 


to the Houfes perfonally to crave juftice both againft 
the Farl of Strafford firft, ard chen againft the Arch. 
bifhop of Canterbury, and laftly: againft the whole 


Order 
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Order of Bifhops; which coming at firft unarm’d 
were checked by fome well-willers, and eafily per- 
{waded to gird on their rufty. Swords, ard {o accou- 
tred came by thoufands to the Houfes, filling all the 
outer rooms, offering foul abufes to che Bifhops as 
they paffed, crying out No Bifbops, No Bifbops ; and 
at la(t, after divers dayes aflembling, grown to that 
height of fury, that many of them, whereof Sir Ri- 
chard Wifeman protefled ( though to his coft) to be 
Captain, came with refolution of fome violent 
courfes,in fo muchthat many Swords were drawn 
hereupon at WeftmiaSter, and the Rout did not ftick 
openly to profe(sthat they would pull the Bifhops in 

veces. Meflages were fent down to them from the 
Lords, they ftill held firm both to the place and their 
bloody refolutions. _[tnow grew tobe Torch-light, 


- one of the Lords, the Marquefle of Hartford came 
upto the Bifhops Form, told us that we were in great — 


danger, advifed us to take fome courfe for our own 
{afery, & being defired to rell us what he thought was 
the beft way, counfelled us to continue in the P arlia- 
ment Houle ail that night; for (faith he ) thefe 
people Vow they will watch you at your going out, 


and will {earch every Coach for you with. Torches, — 
fo as you cannot efcape. Hereupon the Houfe of © 
Lords was moved for fome Order for the preventing | 


their mutinous and riotous meetings ; Meflages were 


‘fent down tothe Houfe of Commons to this purpole 
more then once, nothing was cffeed; but for the 


prefent | 
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ee 
fe prefene (for fo muchas all the danger was at the s#- 
tifing of the Houfe ) it was earneftly defired of the 
Lords rhat fome care might be taken of our fafety =. 
The motion ws received by fome Lords witha file, 
fome other Lards, asthe Earl of Mauchefter, under- 
took the protection of che Arch-bifhop of York and 
his company ( whofe fhelter I went under ) ta their 
lodgings; the reft, forme of chem by their long ftay, 
ethers by fecret and far-fetch’r paflages efcaped 
home,. It was not for us to venture. any more to the - 
Houfe without fome better affurance ; upon our re- 
folyed forbearance therefore , the Arch-bifhop. of 
York {ent for us to his lodging at Weft minfter, layes 
before us the perillous condition we were in, advifes 

_ for remedy (except we meant utterly to abandon 

our Right, and to defert our Station in Parliament ) 
to petition both his Majefty and the Parliament, that 
fince we were legally call'd by his Majefties writ to 
give our Attendance in Parliament, we might be fe- 

* cured in the performance of our Duty and Service 

' againft thofe Dangers that threatned us; and with- 
all co proteft againft any fuch Ads as fhould be made 

_ » @uringthe timeof our forced Abfence, for whichhe | 
affured us there were many Prefidents in former’ | 
‘Parliaments, and which if we did not, we fhould be- 

_ tray the Traft committed to us by his Mayjeftie, and 
fhamefully betray and abdicate the due right both of 
our felves and Succeffours. To this pirpofe in our 

' prefence he drew up the faid petition: and protefta- 
| 4 ee tion 
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tion, avowing it to belegall, juft and Agrecable 


to all former Proceedings, and being fair written 


fent it to our fevera'l Lodzings for our Hands, 


which we accordingly fubferibed, inSMendmg yet to 
have had fome further Confulation concerning 
| the delivering and whole carriage of it, But ere 

we could fuppofe itto be in any hand but his 
own, the firft Newes. we heard was, that there 


were, Meffingers addreffed to fetch us in to the ~ 


‘Parliament upon an Accufation of high Treafon, 
For whereas this Paper was to have been delivered, 
firft to bis Majefties Secretary ; and after perufall 


‘by him to his Majeftie, and after from his Ma. © 


jeftie to the Parliament, .and for that purpofe 
to the Lord Keeper, the Lord Littleton, who was 
the Speaker of the houfe of Peers; all thefe pro- 


feffed not to have perufed it at all, but the faid — 


Lord Keeper willing enough to take this Advan- 
tage of Ingratiating himfelf with the Houfe of 


‘Commons and the faction, to which he knew 


himfelf {ufficiently obnoxious, finding what ufe 

_ might be made of ic by prejudicate: minds, reads 
the fame openly in the houfe of the Lords: and 
“when he found fome of the faction apprehenfive 
~ enough of mifconftrudion, Aggravares the matter 
as highly offenfive, and of dangerous a 


and thereupon not without much heat and vehe-— 


mence, and with an ill Preface, itis {ent down to 


the Houfe of Commons; where it was entertain- 
aa | ) re. ed 
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prefent (for fo muchas all the danger was at the & 
tifing of the Houfé ) it was earneftly defired of the 
Lords that fome care might be taken of our fafety : 
The motion ws received by fome Lords witha finile, 
feme other Lards,.as the Earl of Manchefter, under. 
took the protection of the Arch-bifhop of York and 


his company ( whofe fhelter I went under ) ta their 


lodgings ; the reft, fome of them by their long ftay, 
ethers by fecret and far-fetch’t paflages efcaped 
home.. It was not for us to venture any more to the 
Houfe without fome better affurance ; upon our re- 
folved forbearance therefore , the Arch-bifhop. of 
York {ent for us to his lodging at Weft minfter, luyes 


before us the perillous condition we were in, advifes 


for remedy (except we meant utterly co abandon 
our Right, and to defert our Station in Parliament y 


__ to petition both his Majefty and the Parliament, that 


fince we were legally call'd by his Majefties writ to 
give our Attendance in Parliament, we might be fe- 


* cured in the performance of our Duty and Service 
_ * againft chofe Dangers that threatned us; and with- 


all to proteft againft any {uch A&s as fhould be made 


| duringthe time of our forced Abfence, for which he 


aflured us there were’ many Prefidents in former’ 
‘Parliaments, and whichif we did not, we fhould be- 
tray the Truft committed to us by his Mayjeftie, and 
fhamefully betray and abdicate the due ri ght both of 
To this pirpofe ip our 


tion 


- Biflop Halls Hard Meafuve. 


tion, avowing it to be legall, juf{ and Agrecable 
to all former Proceedings, and being fair written 
fent it to our fevera'l Lodzings for our Hands, 


which we accordingly fub{cribed, mending yet to 
have had fome further Confulation concerning 
the delivering and whole carriage of it, But ere 


swe could {uppofe it to be in any hand but his 


own, the firft Newes, we heard was, that there 


were, Meffingers addreffed to fetch us in to the 


‘Parliament upon an Accufation of high Treafon, 
For whereas this P aper was to have been delivered, 
firft to bis Majefties Secretary ; and after perafall 


‘by him to his Majeftie, and after from his Ma- ~~ 


jeftie to the Parliament, .and for that purpofe 
to the Lord Keeper, the Lord Littleton, who was 
the Speaker of the houfe of Peers; all thefe pro- 


feffed not to have perufed it at all, but the faid | 


Lord Keeper willing enough to take this Advan- 
tage of Ingratiating himfelf with the Houfe of 
Commons and the faGion, to which he knew 
himfelf fufficiently obnoxious, finding what ufe 


_ ‘might be made of it by prejudicate: minds, reads 


the fame openly in the houfe of the Lords: and 


“when he found fome of the faction apprehenfive 
enough of mifconftruction, Aggravates the matter 


as highly offenfive, and of dangerous pen. yen 


and thereupon not without much heat and vehe-— 


mence, and with an ill Preface, itis fent down to 
the Houfe of Commons; where it was entertain- 


ed 
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ed hainoufly, G/yzne with a full mouth crying it up 


for no Iefs then an high Treafon; and fome com- 


paring, yea preferring it to the Powder-plot, VVe 


poor fouls (who little thought chat we had done 
any thing that might deferve achiding ) are now © 
called to our Knees at the barr, and charged fe. 
verally with high Treafon, being nota litle afto- 
nifhed at the fuddainnels of this Crimination, com- 
pared with the perfect Innocence of our own In- 
tentions, which were only to bring us to our due 


places in Parliament with fafety and fpeed,° with- 


out the leaft purpofe of any mans offence; But 
now Traytors we arein all che hafte, and muft be 


© dealt with accordingly ; For on Fanuary 30 inall 


the extreamity of Froft, at Eight a Clock in the 


dark Evening, ‘are we voted to the Tower ;- Only 
two of our Number ‘had the favour of the black 
Rod by reafon of their Age, which though defi 
red ‘by a Noble Lord on my behalf, would not be 
yieided, wherein I acknowledg, and blefs the Gra-. 
cious providence of my God, for had} been | 
gratified , I had been undone both in body and: 


_ Purfe ; the rooms being ftrait, and the expence 


beyond the reach of my ‘eftate : The newes of 
this our crime and imprifonment foon flew over 
the City, and was entertained by our well-willers. 
with ringing of Bells and Bonfires; who now 
gave us up (not without great Triumph: } for loft. 


men rajling, on our perfidioufnels, and adjudging us 
| a | _— to: 
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to what foul Deaths they pleafed; and:what four. 


rile and malicious pamphlets were {cattered abroad, 
throughout ‘the Kingdom, and: in forraign parts, 


-blazoning our Infamy, and exaggcrating our ‘trea.’ 


fonable piactifes ? what infultations of our adver- 
faries was here ? being caged fure enough ‘inthe 
Tower, the faction had ‘now fair eporturiities to: 
work their own defignes; they therefore taking’ 
the advantage of our reftraint, renew that bill of 
theirs, (which had been twite: before: reje%ted. 
fince: the begining of this Seffion-.) for taking a- 
way the votesof Bifhops in ‘Parliament, and ‘in a’ 


very thin houfe eafily. paffed it: VVhich once’ 


condefcended unto, I know not-by what ftrong 
importunity, his Majefties affent was drawn from 
him thereunto; we now inftead of looking af- 


ter our wonted Honour muft bend our thoughts 


upon the guarding ‘of our -lives, which were with 
no fall eagernefs, purfued by the violent Agents 
of thé FaGion, Their fharpeft wits and greateft 


Lawyers were imployed ro advance our: Impeach- 
ment ‘to the height; butche more: they lookt into | 


the bufinefs, the lefs crime could they: find to faften 
upon us: In. fo much as one of their Oracles, be- 
ing demanded his judgment concerning the fact, 


' profeffed to them, they might with as good rea- 
“fon accufe us. of Adultery: :--Yet {till there are we 


fat ; only upon petition to’ the*Lords obtain- 
ing this favour, that we mght have counfel 
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Bifbop Hall's H ard Meafure. 


affigned us; which after much Relu@ation; and 


many menaces from the Commons, againft any 
man of all the Commoners of Ezgland that thould 
dare to be {€en to plead in this cafe againft the 
reprefentative body of the Commons, was graunte 
ed us; the Lords Affigned us five very worthy 
Lawyers, which. were nominated to them by us; 
what trouble and charge it was cto precure thofe 
eminent and much employed Counfellors to come: 
to.the Tower to us, and to obferve the ftrict 
lawes of the place, for the time- of their ingrefs, 
regrefs, and tay, it isnot hard to judg. After we 


_ had lyen. fome weekesthere, however the houfe of 


Commons, uponthe firft tender. of our Impeach- 
ment had defired we might be broughe toa {peedy 
tryall, yet now finding belike how. little ground 
they had for.fo high an Accufatien, they began to 
flack their pace, and fuffered us rather to languith 
under the fear of fo dreadfull Arraignment. In fo 


+. Much asnow we are fainto Petition the Lords 


that we might be brought to our tryal] : rhe. 


day was fet, .feveral fummons were fent u.'.o-us; 


the Lieutenant had his warrant to bring-us to: the 
Bacr; Our impeachment was -feverally read ; we 
pleaded not guilty Modo ¢ forma, and defired 
{peedy proceedings, which were accordingly pro-— 


— mifed, but not to haftily performed, Afrer long 


expectation another day was appointed’ for the — 


profecution of this high charge. ‘The Licute- 


| nant. 
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nant brought usagain to the Barr, but with what 


fhoutings and exclamations and furious expreffions 
of the enraged Multicudes, itis not eafie to appre- 
hend ; being thither broughr and feverally charged 


upon our Knees, and having given our Negative 


An{wers to every particular, Two Bifhops, Lon- 
don and Winchefter, were call’d im as witneffes a- 


gainft us, as in that point, whether they apprehended 


any fuch caufe of fearsin the tumults affembled) as 
that we were in any danger of our Livesin coming to: 


the Parhament ; who feemed to incline toa fayou- 
rable report of the Perills threatned, though one of — 


them was convinced out of his own Mouth, from 
the Relations himfelf had made at the Arch-bifhop: 
of Yorks Lodging, Afterthis Wildand Glyn made 
fearfull declamations at the Barr againft us, aggrava- 
ting all the Circumftances of our. pretended. Treafon 
to the higheft pitch. Our Counfell were all ready 
at the Barr co plead for usin Anfwer of their clamo- 
rous and envious fuggeftions ; butit was anfwered, 
thatit was now too late, we fhould have another: 
day , which Day to this Day never came ; the Cir-. 


cumftances of that day’s hearing were more Grievous- 


to usthen the {ubftance ; forwe wereall throng’d. 
fo miferably in that ftraitroom before the Barr, by 


-reafon that the whole houfe of Commons would 
be thereto fee the prizes of their Champions plaid;. 


that we ftoodthe whole afternoon in no {mall tor- 


ture ; fweating and ftrugling with a Mercilefs Mul- 
- titude- 


‘ 
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ticude, cill b2ing difmitied we were expofed to a new 
and greater danger, Fornow.in che dark we muft 
to the Tower, by Barge'as we came, arid muft fhoot 


the Bridge with no {mall Perill.., That God, under 


whofe Mercifull Proteétion we ate, returned ug to 
our fafe Cuftodie : There now we lay fome weeks 
longer,expeGing the f{ummons for our Counfails an- 
{wer; but inftead thereof our Merciful Adverfaries, 
well finding how fure they would be foyl’d in that 
unjaft charge of Treafon, now under’ pretences of 
remitting the height of rigour, wave their former _ 
Impeachment of Treafon againft us, ‘and fallupon. an — 


' Accufation of high Mif{demeaners in that oye Pro-. 


teftation, and will have us profecuted as guilty of a — 
Premunire: although as’we conceive the law hath e. 
ver been.in the Parliamentaty. proceedings, thatif a 
man were impeached, as of Trealon,being the higheft 
erime, the Accufant muft hold him to the proof of 


~ the charge, and may not fall to any meaner Impedch- 


ment upon failing of the higher, Bue in’ this cafe of 
ours it fel] out otherwife, foralthough the Lords had — 
openly promifed us, that nothing fhould be donea- 
gainftus, till we and out Counfail were heard in our 
defenfe, yet the next Newes we heard was, the houfe 


~ of Commons had drawn up a2 bill againft us, where- 


ih they declared us to be Delinquents of avery high 


. Nature, and had therenpon.defiied to have it enacted 


that all our {pirituall Means fhould bé taken away : 
Only there fhould bea Yearly allowance LO every 
ee : Bie 
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Bifhop for his maintenance, according to a prepor- 
tion by them fetdown; whereinthey were pleafed 


that my fhare fhould come to 400?. per annum : this’. 


bill was fent up to the Lords and by them alfo paf- 


fed, and there hath ever fice lyen : this being done, - 


after {ome weeks mere, finding the Tower befides 


~ the Reftraint, chargeable ; we petitionedthe Lords - 
that we miglit be admitted to bail; and have liberty 


to return to our Homes the Earl of Effex moved, 
the Lords affented, took our bail, fent to the Lieute- 
nant of the Tower for our difcharge:How glad were 
we to flie out of onr Cage ?. No fooner wasI got: to- 


-my Lodging, then I thoughe ro take a: little frefh 
_ ‘Air, in Se. ames his Park ; andin my return tomy 


Lodging inthe Deans yard, sa: through West. 
minifter Hall, was faluted by divers of my Parliament 
acquaintance; and welcomed to my liberty, where-. 
upon fome that look’t upon me with an evil eye run 


into the Houfe, and complained that the Bifhops- 
were let loofe, which it feems was not well takenby _ 


the houfe of Commons, who prefently fent a kind! 
‘of expoftulation to the Lords, that they bad difmif- 
‘fed fo: haynous offenders without their knowledg 


and confent ; Scarce had I refted me in my lodging ,. , - 


when there comes a Meflinger to me with the fad. 


‘newesof fending me and the reft of my brethren. | 
the Bifhops back to tlie Tower again ; from whence 


wecame, thither wemuft go ;and chither I went 
‘with an heavy, (but I thank God not impatient ) 


heart. - 
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_ heart. After we had continued there fome fix weeks _ 


longer, and earnefily Peticioned to,return to. our fe. 


- verall charges, we were upon-5ooo/,, Bond difmif... 


fed, with a claufe of Revocation ata (hort warning, if - 
occafion fhould require. Thus having {fpencthe time — 
betwixt Newyears Even and VVhitfontide in thofe 
{afe walls, where we by turnes preached every Lords | 
Day toa large Auditory of Cittizens, we difpofed 
of our felves to the places of our feverall abode. _ 
_ For my felf, addreffing my felfto Norwich, whe- 
ther it was his Majefties pleafure to remove me, I was 


at the firft received with more refpect, then in fuch 


times I could have expefed ; there I preached the 


day after my arivall toa numerous and attentive peo- — 


ple; nether was {paring of my pains in this kind ever 
fince, till the times growing every day more impa- 
tient of a Bifhop, threatned my filencing. There 
though with fome fecrer Murmurs of difaffe&ed 
perfons, I enjoyed peace ull theordinance of fe- 


— queftration came forth, whiclr was in the latter end 
_ of March following, chen when Iwas in hope of re- 
ceiving the profits of the fore-going half year; for 
. . the maintenance of my family , were.all my Rents 
topped and diverted, and. in the Aprill following _ 

. ame the lequeftrators viz. Mr. Sotherton Mr. Tooly 
Mr. Rawly Mr. Greenewood, &c. To the Palace 
.and told me that by vertue of an ordinance of -Par- 
_ -aliment they muft. feize upon the Palace, and all 
_ the eftateI had, both reall and perfonall, and ac- 


cor “ 
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cordingly fent certain men appointed by them 


(whereof one had been burnt in the hand for the ~ 


mark of his Truth, ) to apprize all the goods thac 


were in. the boufe,which they accordingly executed 


with all diligent feverity, not leaving fo muchas a 
dozen of Trenchers,os my Childrens pictures out of 


their curiaus Inventory. Yeathey would have appri. — 
red our very wearing clothes, had not Alderman - 
Tooly and Sheriff Rawley ( to whom I fent te-re. 


quire their Fudgment concerning the Ordinance in this 
point) deckared their opinion to the contraty. Thefe 
goods,both Library and houshold ftuff of all kinds, 


- weneappointed to be expofedto publick fale. Much 
inquiry there was whenthe goods fhould be bronghe. 


to the Market; but in the saan ime Mrs. Gooawiu,. 
archigious good Genthewoman, whem yet we had ne. 


ver known ar feen, being maved with compaflion, — 


very kindly offeredto lay dawn to the Sequeftra. 
tors that whole fumme which the goods were valued 


at;, and was pleafed to leave them in ovr hands for 


our ufe, till wemight be able to repurchafe them, 


which the did accordingly aod had the goods for. 


mally dchvered to her by Mr. Sishand Mr. Green- 
niood,twe Sequeftrators, As for the books, feverall 
Statianers logkt «in them, but were not forward co 
buy. thems ; at laft Mr. Cook,a worthy Divine of this 
Diocets, gave bond to the Sequeftratars, ta pay ta 
them the whole'{umme whereat they were fer, which 


was 


was afterwards fatisfied out of that poor pittance,that- 
a & | H | 
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~ was allowed me for my Maintenance ; as:‘for my evi- 


dences they required them from me, Idenyed them, — 
as not ho!ding my {elf bound to deliver them : They 
nailed, and fealed up the door, and took {uch as they 


found with me. — 7 


But before this, the firft noife that I heard of my 
trouble was, that one Morning, before my fervants 
were np, there came. to my Gates one Wright, a — 
London Trooper, attended with others,requiring en- 
trance, threatning if they were not admitted to — 
break open the Gates ; whom I foundat my firft 
Gight ftrugling with one of ‘my Servants. fora. Piftol, 
which he had in his hand; I demanded his bufiuefs 
at that unfeafonable-time ; he toldme, he came-to 
{earch for Armes and Amunition, of which I muftbe . 
difarm’d.; I told him I had only two Muskets, ‘in the 
houfe, andno.other Military Provifion ; he not reft- 
ing upon my word fearcht round aboat the houfe; 
lookt into the Chefts, and Frunks, examined the 
Veflells in the Cellar;finding no other VVarlick furni- 
ture, he askkt me what Horfes I had, for his Com- 


_ miffion was to take them alfo ; I told him how poor 
- Ty Twas {tored, and that my age would not allow 


me to travell on foot ; In’ conclufion he took ene - 


 Horfe for the prefent, and fuch accomprt of another, 


c 


that I had otherwife difpofedot him. 


that he did highly expoftulate with me afterwards, 
” Now not only my Rents prefent, but the Arvera- 


_gesof the former Years which I had in favour fers 


born: 
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co the Sequeftrators, were by them calted for, and ta- 


ken from me; neither wasthere any courfe atall ta- 


ken for my maintenance; I therefore addreiied my 


- felf to the Committee = here at Norwich,and de. 


fired them to give order for fome means, out of thas 
large P atrimony of the Church, to be allowed me, 


They all thought it very juft,and there being prefent - 


Sr. Tho. VV oodhoufe, and Sr. Fobn Potts, P arliament 
men ; it was moved, and held fit by them and the reft, 
that the Proportion which the Votes of che Paliament 


had pitcht upon, viz. 4001. per anaum;{hould be allow- 


ed to me.My Lord of Manchefter,who was then con- 


’. ceived to have great power in matter of thefe Seque- 
ftrations,was moved herewith;He apprehendedit very — 
“jut and reafonable, and wrote to the Committee 


here to fet out fo many of the Mannors belonging 
to this Bifhoprick as fhould amount to the faid fumme 


of 409/, annually ; which was an{werably done un- 


der the hands of the whole Table. Ard now I well 


hoped, I fhould yet have a good Competency of — 
‘maintenance out of chat plentiful Eftate which I 
might havehad: But thofe hopes were no fooner 
conceived then dafht ; for before Icould gather up — 

one Quarters Rent, there comes downan Orderfrom _ 
the Committee for Sequeftrations above, under the . 

hand of Sergeant Wild the Chair-man, procured by > 
Mr. Miles Corbet, to inhibit any fuch allowance; and ° 


telling our Committee here, that neither They, nor a- 


H 2 ony 


beri, 


vr 


bornto fome Tenants, being treacheroufly confeffed _ 
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| Bifop Hall's Hand Meafiere, 
hy other had Power to allowme any ching ac all: 
Butifmy Wyte found her felf to feed. a. Maintenance, 


pon her Suteto the Committee of Londs and Com. 


‘Ons, itmight be granted that She fhould have a 
fifth part,aecording tothe Ordinance,allowed for the 
fuftencarton of hér felt, andher Family. Hereapon 
fhe ferds-a Petition up to that Conmnitree, which af- 


‘teralong delay was adinitted to be read, andan Or- 
der granted forthe fifth part: Bue fill che Renes anil 


‘weretaken up by the Sequeftravors both in Norfolke, 
and Suffolke an d Effexsand we kept off from either al. 
Jowance or Accoinpt.- At laftiwpoa much Me, 
Beadle the Soticitor, ‘and -Riy# the Collector, broughe 
in an-Accouncto the Commitee, fuch wsitwas ; dut 
fo Confufed and P erplexed and fowtrerly unperfod, - 

that we couldinever come to know whata fitth part 
meant: But they were content that I ‘fhould eat'my 


‘books by ferting off cheSum, engaged forthemont 
of the frith pare. Mean time che Synodalls both in 
_. Norfotke and Suffolke,and all the Spirituall-profits.of 


the Diocefs,were alfo — back, only Ordinations 
and Inftitutions continued a while, ‘Bur after the Co- 


- ‘venarit wasappointed ro-betaken, and was generally 
+ fwallowed ofboth Clergy and Layety, my power of 


‘ordinatton was with fome firange violence refrained, 


_. For when I was going on in my ‘wonted courfe 
~¢€ which no Law or Ordinance had inhibited) certain: 


forward Volunticrsin the Citty, banding together, 
| ee ftir 
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oo _  Bifbop Ball's Hard Meafure. 
{tir up the Mayor and Aldermen and She riffs to call me 
ro-an account for an open violation of their C ovenant.To. 
this purpofe divers ot them came to my Gates ata very 
un{eafonable time,and knocking very vehemently, requi- 
red to fpeak with the Bifhop;Meffages were fent to them. 
to know theic-bufinefs, nothing would fatisfte them but 
the Bifhops prefence,at laft I came down to them,and de- 
styanded what the matter was;they would have the gate o- 
so Rc then they wouldtell me;t anfwered that lwould 
ow them beter firft:If they had any thing to fay come 

‘J was ready tohearthem;they toldme they hada writing 
to inefrom Mr. Mayor, & fome other of their Magiftrates;, 
the paper contained both a challenge of me for breaking 
the Covenant,m ordainm Mimifters;and withal required: 


“me to pive inthe Names thofe which were ordained by 
‘ne both then‘and formerly fince the Covenant: My an- 


{wer was that Mr.Mayor was much abuled by thofe who 
had mifinform’d him, & drawn chat paper from him; that 


- [wouldtthe next day givea ful an{wer tothe writing they. 


moved that my anf{wer mt ght be by my perfonal ap pear- 


ance atthe Guild- ball; 1askt them when they ever heard: 


ofa Bifhop of Norwich appearing before aMayor,I knew’ - | 
‘mine own place,& would take that way of anfwer which: 
Archought fit;and fo di{miffed them, who had given out. 
‘that day,that had they known before of mine ordaining,.. 
they would have pull’d me & thofe whom I ordained out: - 

of the Chappell by the Ears. VVhiles I received nothing, ° 

yet fomething was required of me; they were not afha— 


- med after they ‘had taken’away, and fold all my Goods: 


and perfonall eftate,to come tome for’ aflef{ments, and. 
—_ ! es | .oneth 
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monethly payments for that eftate which they had taken, 


and rook Diftrefles from me upon my moft juft denyal, 
and vehemently required meto finde the wonted Armes 
ofmy Predeceffors,when they had left me nothing: Mae 
ny infolencies and aftronts were in all this time put upon 
as.One whilea whale rabble of Voluntiers come tom: 

‘Gates late,when they were locked up, and called for the 
porter to give them entrance, which being not yielded, 
they threatned to make by force, andhad not the {aid 
gates been very ftrong they had doneit: Orhers of them 
lambred*‘ over the walls,and would come into mine 
houfe,their errand (they faid) wasto fearch for Delin- 
quents,what they wouldhave done I know not,had not 
we by a fecret way fentto raife the Officers for our Re- 
{cue: Another while the Sheriff Toftes,and Alderman 
Linfey, attended with many Zealous followers, came in- 
to my Chappell to look for Superftitious Pi€ures; and 
Reliques of Idolatry, and fend for me,to let me know 


_ they found thofe VVindowes full of Images, which were 


very offenfive;and muft be demolifhed :Ttold them they - 
were the Pictures of fome antient and worthy Bi- 
hops, as St., Awsbrofe, AuStin, &c. It wasan{wered me, 
that they were fo many Popes; and one younger mana- 


mong(t the reft ( Townfend as I perceived afterwards ) 


_ , wouldtakenpon himto defend that every Diocefan Bi- 
.. hop was Pope,Lanfwered him with fome {comand ob- 
_ ctained leave chat I might with theleaft lofs,and defacing 


of the windows give order for: taking off that offence, 

which I did by caufing the heads of thofé PiGures to be . 

taken off, fince I-knew.the Bodies could not offend, There 
a oe was 
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was not that careand moderation ufed in reforming the 
Cathedrall Church bordering upon my Palace.It is no o-. 
ther then Fragical to relate the carriage of that furious Sa- 
crilidge,whereof our eyes and ears were the fad witnefles,, 
under the Authority and prefence of Linfey, Tofts the 
Sheriffe,and Greenwood;Lord, what work was here,what 
clattering of Glaffes, wliat- beating down of V-Valls, what 


- tearing up of Monuments, what pulling down of Seates,, 


what wrefting out of Irons and Brafs from the Windowes 


~ and Graves! what defacing of Armes,what demolifhing of 


curiqus Stone-work.,that had not any reprefentation in the: © 
VVorld,but only of the coft ofthe Founder,and skill of 
the Mafon, what toting and piping upon the deftroyed 
Organ ee what ahideoustriumph on the Markee: 


- day before all: the Countrey when in akind'of Sacrilegie 


ous and profane proceffion,, all the Organ pipes, Velt-. 
ments, both Copesand Surplices,together with the Lea-. 
den Croffe, which had been newly fawne down from o-. 
ver the Green-¥ard Pulpit, and the Service books and 
finging books that could be had,were carried to the fire in: 
the publick Market place;A leud wretch walking before: 
the Trainin his Cope trailing in the dire,witha Service 
book in his handimitatingin an inpious fcorne thr tune,. 
and ufurping the-words of the Letany ufed formerly in 


the Church:Neer the publick-Croffe,all chefe monuments: — 


of Idolatry muft be facrificed to the fire, not without. | 
much Oftentation ofa zealous joy in difcharging ordi-. 
nance co the coft of fome who profeffed how much they- 
had loneg’d to fee that Day. Neither was itany newes up- 
. Bee Sees or 7. QL 
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ay other had Power to allowme any thing —n all 


Butifmy Wite found her felfto needa Mainttnance, 
upon her Sutt to the Committee of Lords and Com. 
ons, it might begranted that She fhould bave b 
fifth part,accordmg tothe Ordinance,allowed for the 


~ -Taftencarton of her felf, andher Family. Hereapon 


fhe ferds.a ‘Petition up to that Commnitree, which af- 
tera long delay was admixed to be read, and:an Or. 


“der granted forthe fifth part: But {til che Renee anif 


‘Revinues both of my Spitiualland Tem porail Lamds 
‘weretaken up by the Sequeftrasots both in Novfoike, 
and Suffolkeand Effexjand we kept off fromeitheral. 
Jowance'or 4ccompt.- At laft:epon much prefiiag, 
‘Beadle the Solicitor, and Ry the Colle&er,broughe 
in an -Accouncto the Commiere, fuch asitwas ; dut 
fo Confufed and P erplexed and fornrerly unperfe&, 


that we could'never come to know whatia fifth ‘pare 


‘meant: But they ‘were content that I fhould eat my 
‘books by ferting off theSum, engaged for them.oot 
ofthe frith part. Mean time the Synodalls both in 


 Norfolke and Suffolke,and all the Spirituall profits of 


the Diocefs,were alfo se back, only Ordinations 
and Inftitutions continued a while, ‘But afterthe Co- 
‘venant wasappointed to betaken, and was generally 


, f{wallowed of both Clergy and ‘Layety, tny power of 


ordinatton was with fome firange violence refrained; 


_, For when I was going on in my wonted courfe 
~€ which no Law or Ordinance had ithibited ) certain 


forward Volunticrsin the Citty, bariding together, 
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ftir up the Mayor and Aldermen and Sheriffs to call me 


ot 


to-anaccount for an open violation of their Covenant.To- 


this purpofe divers ot chem came to my Gates ata very 
unfesfonable time,and knocking very vehemently ,requi- 
red ro {peak with the Bifhop;Meffages were fent to them 
to know their: bufinefs, nothing would fatisfre them but 


‘tanded what the matter was;they would have the gate o- 
si ‘8c chen they wouldtell me;I anfwered that Iwould 
know them betcer firft:tt they had any thing to fay tome 
I was ready to hear them;they told me they hada writing 
to mefrom Mr. Mayor, 8 forte other of their Magiftrates;, 
the paper contained both a challenge of me for breaking 
the Covenant,m ordainm Minifters,and withal required: 


“me to pive inthe Names of thofe which were otdained by 
‘me both then‘and formerly fince the Covenant: My an- 


wer was that Mr.Mayor was much abufed by thofe whe 
had mifinform’é him, & drawn that paper from him; that 


moved that my anfwer might be by my perfonal appear- 


ance arthe Guild- ball; Laskt them when they ever heard: 
ofa Bifhop of Norwich appearing before aMayor,I knew’ - 


mine own place,& would take that way of anfwer which: 


the Bifhops'prefence,at laft 1 came down to them,and de~ 


- Twouldthe next day givea ful anf{wer tothe writing,they . 


Ichought fit-and fo di{miffed them, who had given out. 


that day that had they known before of mine ordaining,. 


they would have pull’d me & thofe whom I ordaincd out: - 
of the Chappell by the Ears. VVhiles I received nothing, ° 


yet fomething was required of me; they were not afha— 


. ‘med after they ‘had taken‘away, and fold’ all my Goods: 
and perfonall eftate,to come tome for’ aflefments, and. 


i.onethe 
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monethly payments for that eftate which they had taken, 


and rook Diftrefles from me upon my moft juft denyal, 
and vehemently required meto finde che wonted Armes 
of my Predeceffors,when they had left me nothing:Ma« 
ny infolencies and aftronts were in all this time put upon 
ais,One whilea whole rabble of Voluntiers come to mi 

‘Gates late, when they were locked up, and called for the 
porter to give them entrance, which being not yielded, 
they threatnedto make by force, andhad not the faid 
'gates been very {trong they had doneit: Orhers of them 
‘clambred ‘over the walls,and would come into mine 
houfe,their errand (they faid) wasto fearch for Delin- 
quents,what they wouldvhave done I know not,had not 
we by a fecret way fent to raife the Officers for our Re- 
{cue: Another while the Sheriff Toftes,and Alderman 
Linfey, attended with many Zealous followers, came in- 
to my Chappell to look for Superftitious Pidures; and — 
Reliques of Idolatry, and fend for me,to let me know 


_ they found thofe VVindowes full of Images, which were 


very Offenfivejand muft be demolithed :1told them they - 
were the Pictures of fome antient and worthy Bi- 
fhops, as St.. Aubrofe, AuStin, &c, It wasanfwered me, 
that they were fo many Popes; and one younger man a- 
monglt the reft ( Townfend as I perceived afterwards ) 


_ , wouldtakexpon him to defend that every Diocefan Bi- 
.. {hop was Pope,Lanfwered him with fome fcorn,and ob- 
_ tained leave that I might with theleaft lofs,and defacing 


of the windows give order for: taking off that offence, 


which J did by caufing the heads of thofe Pitures to be . 


taken off,fince I knew.the Bodies could not offend, There 


was 
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was not that careand moderation ufed in reforming the 
Cathedrall. Church bordering upon my Palace.It is no o-. 
ther then Fragical to relate the carriage of that furious Sa. 
crilidge,whereof our eyes and ears were the fad witnefles, 
under the Authority and prefence of Linfey, Tofts the: 
Sheri ffe,and Greenwood;Lord, what work was here,what 
clattering of Glaffes, whiat- beating down of V-Valls, what 


" tearing up of Monuments, what pulling down of Seates, 


what wrefting out of Irons and Brafs from the ’indowes 


~ and Graves! what defacing of Armes,what demolifhing of 


curiqus Stone-work,that had not any reprefentation inthe ~ 
VVorld,but only of the coft of the Founder,and skill of 
the Mafon, what toting and piping upon the deftroyed: 
Organ pipes,and what ahideoustriumph on the Market: 


- day before all the Countrey when in akind’of Sacrilegi- 


ous and profane proceflion,, all the Organ pipes, Veft- 
ments, both Copes and Surpiices together with the Lea-. 
den Croffe, which had been newly fawne down from o-- 
ver the Green-¥ard Pulpic, and che Service books and 
finging books that could be had, were carried to the fire in: 
the publick Market place;A leud wretch walking before: 
the Train,in his Cope trailing in the dire,witha Service 
book in his hand imitatingin an inpious fcorne the tune,.. 
and ufurping the-words of the Letany ufed formerly. in 


~ ghe Church:Neer the publick-Croffe,all thefe monuments: 


of Idolatry muft be facrificed to the fire, not without. _ 
much Oftentation of a zealous joy in difcharging ordi-. 
nance co the coft of fome who profeffed how much they- 
had long’d to fee that Day.Neither was itany newes up- — 


, remove thither, though man 


4 a Bifbop Hall's Hard Meafure, 
—” onthis Guild-day-to have the 


Cathedsall now open on: 
all fides cobe filled with Muskatiers, wayting farthe Ma. 
jors returne,drinking and tabacconing as freely as if it had 
tyrn’d Alehoufe,Sult yet I remained ia m y Palace though 
with but a poor retinue and means;but the hou(e was held 
too good for Me: Many meffageswere fent by Mc. Corbet 
to remove methence;The firft pretence was; that the 
Committee, who now vvas-at charge foran Houfeto fie 
an, might maketheir dayly Seflion there, being a place 
both more publick, reamy, and chargelefle, Fhe Com-- 
mittee after many confulrations refolyed x coventent to | 
Y Ovectures,and offers were 
made to the contrary: Mr. Corbet was impatient of my 
{tay there, and pracures and fends peremptory meffages. 
for my prefent diflodging we defired to hay 


- allowed for providing feme athe: Manfion, if we mutt 


ate hg 
~ 
_ 


; mittee houfe were the things food u peri. 


edit, thata Neighbour in the Clofe, 
This kath been m Ly wieafure, wh 


forgive or avenge this horrible Oppre 
. - Scripfi May 29. 1647. CPP ft 


needs be caft out of this, which my wife was fo willing to 
hold, that the offered, (if the charge 


! gornot be ys 3) Outwe malt 
and that in three weeks warning dfommerday 
approchiag, fo as we might have lyenin the {tree 
ought I know,had no 9 

one Mr, Goftlin,a 

Widower was centent ee 

; crefore I know nor; 

Lord thou.knoweft, who oly cauft remedy, and end, and 
10%. | 
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HAMPTON-COURT 
KING JAMES | 


In Ordinary attendance in September 1624. 


RELATE ERLE 
eo 


By Jos. HAL L Dean of VVorcefter. 


ny 


chili, 3628. 


18, For many walk of whom I have told yon often,and: 
now tell youeven Weeping that they are the croffe of — 


—  Chriff. OSs, 
19. Whofe end is deftruction, &c. 


WY ¥ Text you feeistue a Patenthefis: yer neceflary and 

® effential, though not to the fentence foregoing 5 yet to. 
Chriftian warming. and inftruction, Ie is enc fed like . 
~e fome good Garden, for fingular ufe, a Garden,where~ 
@ - 5. here are both Flowers, and:‘Weeds ; Flowers of A- 


res ™~ 
> By 


: -poftolical vertue ; and Weeds of Philippian wickedneffe. For I 
“now not whether thefe words bewray more worth in the true A- 


file, then unworthinefle in the falfe:_chis cenfure of his doth no 
Jeffe grace himfelf, then it brandeth them ; fo we have met with 
fome pi@ures, which if you — way; {how us a comely a. 7 


A Sermon Preach’t at Hampton-Court 


if another way, an Owle, or an Ape, or fome deformed vifage. Look 

firft ar the Apottles gracious carriage inthe managing of this tharp 

reproof,. i ye whom it concerns, imitate it 5 and then turne your 
eyes to the view of the damnable-courfes of thefe Philippian Sedu- 
cers, and learn to abhorre their wayes, and fear their hell : 

The fidelity of che Apoftle is commended by his warning; by the 
frequence 5 by the paffion of it; His warning, J have told you: The 
frequence, J have told you often, The paftion 5 J now tell you weeping. 

‘Tobegin with the firft. As wifdom hath cyesto noré evils, fo. 
faichfulnefs hath a tongue to notifie chem : We are by our profeffion 
the Seers af God inrcfpeé ef our Eyes, and we are che Prophets 
of God in refpe& of our tongues, ir mutt be our care, to make ule of 

both tities, we are blinde guides, if we fec not : we are dumb Dogs, 
it we give not warning of what we fee; as goed no cycs, as no. 
conguc. There was in the North part of Jerafalem the Tower of the 
Furnaces, Nelem. 3. 11. wherein it{cems there was continual fire 
kept for the Way-mark of Travellers ; thar flame was both vocal 
andreal ; admonifhing the paflenger of his errours, and guiding him 
in his courfe 5 fuch we either are or fhould be : like to Joha: Baptift;- 
who was a Burning, and a Shining light, Burning for his ewn zeal, 
Shining for the Dire€tion of otherss direction, asin example of life, 
{9 in precepts of Doétrine : we fhould not be like Dyals on a wall, or- 
Watches in our pockets,to teach the eye, but like clocks and Jarums, 
toring tntheear : Aaron mult wear Bells, as well as Pomegranates; 
Yea louder then fo, the Prophets voyce muftbe a Trumpet, whofe’ 

found mav be heard farr off, Hof.8.% 2 - i | 

_ Ged will never chank us for keeping hts counfel, he will thank us 
for divulging it: and that St. Paul knew well enough, when in his 
farewel t0-che Elders of Epbef, he appealed -to their Confciences,, 
.. that he had kepe Lack nothing . that was profitable unte them, but bad ae- 
chaved unto them all tbe couxfels of God, Aéz.20.2.0, and 37. Our Saviour 
therefore bidsus net to run intacorners and whilper his meffages 
bur co gerusunto the houfe top, and tamake the higheft roof and 
battlements our .Pulpie. | Woe! therefore ; to: hole Sig alson-like - 
fkaruies, who raking up.a.roonyin Gads Ghurch, fit there wich their 
fingers upon their mouthes, makinz a trade of either wilful or lazy: 
fiience 5 {mothering intheir breafts the fins and dangers of Gods peoe 
pe. Tris a witty and good obfervaticn of Cregory, that the Propheg. 
| it praves 


a oe 


. of ics In our recreations, a {pend the night after the day at_ the 
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_ Before K. James, ix Septemb, 1624. 
prayes, fet a door before my Ips 5 a door not a wall, he would not have 


_ hiscongne mur’dup for all occafions, bur fa locked, that i¢may be 
feafonably let loofe and free, when the convenicnee or neccflicy of Lis 
own Soul, or others require ic ; The negle&t or reftraint of Which li- — 


berry fhall lye heavy upen many a Soul 3 Surely the blood of all chofe 
fouls thar have mifcarried chrough their unfaithtul filence, cryes loud 
co Heaven againtt chem,and fhall one day be required ag their hands, 

If I flaall {ee a blind man walking towards fome deep pit, or dead- 
ly precipice, if I do not warn him of ic, and prevene his fall, Lana 
not much lefle guilry uf hisdeath, then if I had rhruft hin. down: 
It is a clear and familiar cafe chat of Ezeksel 33. 7, &c. Son of man, £ 
have fet thee fer a watchman tothe Houfe of Ifrael, therefore thou flslt bear 
the word at my mouth, and warn them of 1t3 When I fayto the wicked, O 
wicked man, thou [balt furely dye. If thou doe(t not fpeak to warn the wicked 
from bts way, that wicked man {hall dye in his rmiquity, but bis blood will 
L requive at thine hand. A fleeping Centinel is the lofs of a whole 
City, che forfeiture of his own life is rhe leaft piece ef rhe milchief 
he is guilry of ; Oh cherefore ye, that are the watchmen of the Lord 
xouze up your {elves ; and as you defire to avoid fo many vengeances 


as there are fouls loft by your drouzinefs, and raciturnity, beftiryour 
rongues, in giving warning to Gods people of cheir {pirituall dangers, — 
asour Apottle, doth here 3 / bave told you, and now tell you again. thus) 


for the warning ; now the Frequence followes, /have told you 
often.. - 
Noe once , not fcldome had che Apoftle told his Philippians of 
thefe inordinate walkers, but often : St. Paul fearcd not the flander 
of a Taurology 5 Rather like a conftant workman he bears ftill upon 
the fame anvil ; There can never be too much warning of that, 
whereof there can nevcr be enough heed.Nice ears are all for variety 
of Doétrines, as palates of meats; Quoufque eadem; what {till the fame 
over and over ? Is che note ofboth : How fcornfully do thefe Glue- 


_ tons look art the often entrance of the fame -ftanding difhes : Se. Paul 


hares to feed this wanton humour, and tells them this fingle diet i 


_Jafe for.hem, and to himfelf nor grevious, and cherefare not fearing 
their furfet of fo wholefome a fervices he ftill fers before them the 


fame mefle : I have told you oftev and now tell yox again. We tell 
over the fame numbers in the counting of our cuvn,and are not weary 


{ame 
> 
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{ame game, and complain not of fatiery ; why fhould we who.pro- 
feffe our felves {piritual fo {oon naufeate at che iteration of good coun- 
fels. Perhaps if we would feck Athens in our City, we fhould nor lofe 
our labour ; There is an itch of che car, which St. Pas! forefaw would 
prove the difeafe of the latter times, that now is groan epidemical 5 
an itch afrer newes, even in Gods chair, new Doérines, new dref- 
{cs : and furely ic muft needs be confeffed, that of latter years there 
was much fault in this kind ; coo many Pulpits were full of curious . 
-_affe€tation uf new quirks of wit, new crochers’ of conceit, ftrange 
mixtures of opinions : In fo muchas the old and plain. formes were 
grown ftale,and defpicableslet me tell you 1 {till feared this itch would _ 
‘end in afmart. Certainly there cannot be a more certain argument 
of a decayed and fickly ftomack, then the loarhing of wholfome and 
_ folid food, and longing after fine quelque choices of new. and artifi- 
‘cial compofition 3. For us: away with this vain affectation in the 
‘matters of God 3 furely if ought under Heaven go down better with 
us then the favoury viands of Chrift, and him crucified, of-faith 
and repentance, and thofe plainly dreffed, wichout all the lards and 
fauces of humane devices, ( to fay.no worfe ) our. foules are fick,and 
we feel irnot. Oh ye foolith Ifraelites wich whom too-much fre- 
quence made the food of Angels contemptible. ‘If Onions and Gar- 
lick had grown as rifely in the Wildernefle, and Manna had rairted 
down no where but in Ezypt,how would ye have hated thofe ude-and - 
{trong Salades, and have run mad for thofe celeftial delicates ;-"The 
-taft of Manna was as of Wafers made with Hony, Exod.- 16.3%. now 
‘what can be: {wecter then hony ? Yet fayes the Wife man: the Ful 
‘difpifeth an bony comb ; Ldoubt there are too many thus full ; fullof. 
the World, full of wicked nature, of finful corru Ptions 5 and then 
‘no marvell if they defpife this food of Angels 5-bue for us miy bre- 
thren, Oh Jet us not be weary of our happinefs, let not thefe dain- 
‘ties of Heaven: lofe their worth for their store 5 every Day lerus go 
forttof our rents. and gather ; and while we-are nourifhed, lerus not 
be cloyed nr ape clfe, God‘knowes a remedy, beknowes how 
‘tomake the Word precious tous, precious in the wane, betaufe it 
'- Was not precious tous in che Valuation. .He that harh cold us 5. 
how: precious Peace is by the fence of a wofull: War, can foon 
‘flow us, how precious hiswotd was by a fpitiqual famines which 
God -for hts mercies fake avertfromus... 2 ne 
” = Te i vi I might: 
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. . [might here have done with the frequence, but let me add this 
- one contideration more, that often incuication of warning,: neceflari- 
-lyimplies.a danger : There ismuch danger in a contagious. converfa- 
-tion ; evill isotafpreading nature: fin as leaven, yca old kaven, 
fowres the whole lumpe whcere tt lyes 5. yea it is a very plague that in- 
-feéts the Air round about it ; If (as rhe entrances of {in are bafhfull) _ 
itbegin with one Angell, it infeéts legions, Ice ic begin with one 
Woman, ie infeétsall the mafs of Mankind ;.One perfon infeétsa 
Family ; one Family a whole Street,. one Street a whole City, one 
City a whole Country, one Country.a whole World ;. yca irruns 
like powder ina train, and flies our fuddainly on all fides: Look a- . 
bout you, and fee, whether bie need any other witnefles then your 
own. eyes; Do ye not fee daily, how drunkennefs doth in this par- 
ticipace of the nature of chat liquor which caufeth ir, that it is nor 
~_eafily contained within it’sown bounds ; The vice as well as the 
humour is diffufive of ic felf 5. how rarely have you ever feen a-folita~ 
ry drunkard ;. no the very ticle which is mif-given to rhis fin,- is good 
Fellow{bip ; Mark if oaths where leud men are mer, do not flie about 
‘like {quibs on:a wheel,whereof one gives fire to anorker, and. all do 
as it were counter-chunder to Heaven : on bold {wearer makes many, 
and the land mournes with the number. Look at the very Ifraelirith 
Stewes 3 They alfemble by troupes into the barlots honfes, Fer. 5.7. And 
for herefies and crroneous opinions in relizion the Apoftle tell us it is 
a Gangrene 271m. 2. 17. whofe taint ts both fuddain and deadly 5. 
‘Let itbe bur in the finger, if the joynt be not cut off; or there be nor 


-” an inftant prevention,. the whole arme is taken,: and ftraight the 


heare 5 Itis a pregnant comparifon of the Father, thar the infe@tion 
of herefic is like che biting of amad dogg ; vou know the dog, when. 
-he is taken with this furious diftcmper, affccts:to bite every: living 
‘ thing in his way ; and what ever he bites, he infects, and whomfo- 
-ever he infed&ts (Cwichour a prefene remedy) he kills, not’ without 
a {pice of his owas diftemper's I would we had not too lamentable 
_ experience of this mifchief every day ; whercin we {ce one tainted 
‘with Pupery, another with Socinianifm, afother witch Antinomia-- 
‘nif, another with Faimilifm, andall thefe run:a madding after 
 etheir own fancies, and affect nothing fo much, aste draw orhcrs: ins 


-to the fociery of rheir errors and damnation. . . ia ee A 
« ~Take hecdto your (elves for Gods fake, ye that ftand fureft in the 
oe cons: 
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- confidence ef your ferled judgment, grounded knowledg, honeft 
Moraliry ; the pettilent influences of wickcd fociety are not more 
mortall, then infenfible; In vain fhall ye plead the goodnefs of 
your hearr,if ye be carelefs of the wickednefs of your heels, and el- 
bowes 3 St. Paul thought it a fentence worthy to borrow from an 
Heathen Poet, and to teofte icin che Canon ; evill converfation .cor- 
rupts good manners : As therefore Mofesfaidinthe cafe of Korab, 
and his company, folet me fay in the cafe of others wickednefle, 
whether it be inmartet of judgment, or practife, Depart] pray you 
from the tents of thefe wicked men, and touch nothing of cheirs, 
lett ye be confumed in all cheir fins. Nwm.1 6.26. Ic is worth your obfer- 
ving, thar in that great rebellion,amd dreadfull judgment che fons of 
Corah dyed not;2 Chron.26.1 1.Lhey had furely a dear intercft in rheit 
Farher,yet their natural intere{t in a Facher, could not feoffe them in 
their Fachers fin 5 chough they lov’d him in nature,yet they would nor 
cledve to him in his rebellion ; they forfook both his fin, and his 
tents, and therefore arecxempred trom his judgment 3 if we love 
our felves lecus follow chem in fhunning any participation with the 
deareft of firmers, that-we may alfo efcape the partnerfhip of their 
_ vengeance. This for the frequence, the pafhion followes, J tell ses 


weeping. : : | | 
| And why weepeft thou, O bleffed Apoftle » What is it chat could 
wring rears from thofe eyes ? Even the fame that fetch’r them from 
thy Saviour more then once: The fame tbat ferche them from his 
Type David, from the powerfull prophet El:fba, 2 Kings 8. a1. Ina 
word from all eycs that ever fo much as pretended ro holine fle, Grief 
for fin, and compaffion of finners. ‘Let others celebrate St, Peters 
tears ; 1am for St. Pauls ; both were precious, bat rhefe yer mare ; 
Thofe were the tears of penitence, thefe of charity ; thofe of a fin- 
ner, thefe of an Apoftle ; thofe for his own fins, thefe for other 
-mens : How well dothic become him who could-be: content to be 
Anathema for his brethren of the circumcifion, ro mel¢ into rears 
for their {pirituall uncircumcifion ; Oh bicfled tears, the juice of a 
charitable forrow, of arfholy zeal, a gracious compafhon: Let no 
man fay, thar tears argue weakncfle ; even the firmeft marble weeps 
ana refolution of Air ; He that fhrinks not at the Bear, Lion, Goltab, 
Saul, ten thoufand of the people that fhould befer him ‘round abour, 
yctcan fay, Revers of waters run down mine eyes, Lecapfe they keep 


=m .. Fe wm it 


— 
~~ 


Be. ow- a we 


- > 


aa 
~_——- 


os 


wh F535 +3 TSE 6 - GA ea Po. SS £F 


- xr ware PS] WR es OO 


forth into tears, then he rejoyced, ‘as thinking bis labours had farted 
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not thy law, Pf. 119. 13.6. what {peak I of this, when the omnipo-: 


sent fon of God weeps over Jerufalem, and makes his tcars the pre- 


face of his blood ; iNay rather thefe tears argue ftrengcth of piety,. 


and Heavenly affections ; To weep for fear is childifh, that is un« 
befeeming a man 5. and to weep for anger is womanifh and weak 3 


to weep for mere grief is humane ;for fin, Chriftian ; buc for true 


zeal and compafiion is Saint-like.and divine; every one of thefe drops: 
is a pearl. Behold the precious liquor which is reterved as the deareft 
relique of Heaven in the bettles of the Almighty; every dram. 


whereof is valued at an eternall weight of glory ; even a cup of cold: | 


water thall once be rewarded; and behold every drop of this. 
warme water ismere worth, then many cups of cold ; weep thus: 


~ awhile, and laugh for ever 3. fowe thus in rears, and be fure to reap 


in joy: But wo is me, what fhalll fay, to chofe men that make 


chemfelves — with nothing fo much as fin 3 their ownsor o- 


thers, whether their aét, or their memory. Iremembcr of old the: 
fool thar made the all {pore in the play was called the: Vice ;. 
and furely ic is no ocherwife ftill 5 vice is it, thar makes the mirth 


tn this common theater of the world ; were ir or for quail: 3, ger 


baldry,.dalliance, fcurrile profanenefs, thefc mon. would be dull, 
and (as we fay ) dead on the neft: Thefe chings are the joy of. 
their life, yea thefe are all che life. of their joy. Oh God thar 


Chriftians and Divells fhould meet. in the fame confort 5 that we 


fhould laugh at thar, for which our Saviour wept, and bled ; thar 


~ we fhould {mile at tharupon earth, whereat God frowns in Hea-. 


ven, and make thar our delight, wherewith the holv fpirit of God 


is grieved. Wo be to them that chus Jaugh, for they thall weep, and: | 


_ wail, and gnafh, a a | 
. St. Paul weeps to tell of mens fins 5 tcars do well in the pulpit : as: 


it is inthe buckers of fome pumps, rhac water muft firlt be powred. 
down into them, ere they can ferchup water in abundance, fo muft: 
our tears be ler down to fetch up more from our hearcrs 3 the chair 


of God can never be better fitted then witha weeping Auditory 3: 


Iremember holy u2uftine {peaking of his ewn Sermons, faith, chat. 
when he faw the people did how contentment and delight in their 
countenances, and feemed to give applaufes to his preaching, he 
was norfarisfied with his own pains, bur when he faw them break. 


ta: 


8 
to their due effeét. “Ihave heard fome preachers’ that have affected 
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a plealantnefs of difcourfe in theit Sermons,and never think they have: 
done well, bac when they fee their hearers {mile at their expreffions; 
But here, Lhave faid ef laaghter, chou art-mad, and of. mirth what: 
doeft thou ? Surely jiggs ata Funeral, and laughter ata Sermon, are: 


_ things prodigioufly unfcafonable: It will-be long (my beloved ) ere 
amerry preacher fhall bring you to Heaven ; True repentance ( which: 
is our only way thither ) is a {ad and ferious matter 5 Ic is through the 


valley of Bachab, thac we mutt pafs to the mount of Ged ; the man’ 
with the writers inkhorne in Ezekrel, marks none in the forehead’ 
but mourners; Oh-then mourne fot the abominations of Jerufalem, 
ye that love the peace of ir, and would be loath to fee the ruine and 


‘defolation of it,and your own in it, weep with them that weep, yea 
aweep with them that fhould weep, asour Apoftle doth here. : Thar 
which is faid of the Ifraeliees, that they drew water in A4:zpeb, and 


powred it ourbefore the Lord, 1 Sam. 7. 6.isby feme interpreters 
taken of the plentiful water of cheir tears ; whichis fo much the more 
likely; becaufe it is joyned with fafting and publick humiliation : Ob 


that we could pur our eves ro this ufe in thefe fad times into: which. 


swe are faln, how foon would the heavens clear up, -and blefs us with 


- . the comfert of our long withed for peace <- wordly and carnal men, 


as they have hard hearts, fo they have dry eyes: dry, asa Pumice- 
ftone,uncapable of tears:bur the tender hearts of Gods children are e- 
ver lightly attended with weeping-cycs3 neither can they want tears, 


-whilft even other men abound with finssthough themfelves were free. 


And if good men (pend their tears upon wicked wretches, how much 
more ought.thofe wicked ones to beftow- tears upon themfelves 5 te 


is their danger and Mifery that Gods _ children are affected withall, 


whilft themfelves are infenfible ofboth ; Wo is me, could their. 
eyes be but opened that they might-fee their own wofull condition, 
they could not love themelves fo ill, as nut to bewail its could they 
fee the frownes of an angry God bent upon them, could they fee the 
flames of Hell ready toreccive rhem, they could noclandiielve into 
tears of blood ; Oh pitty your own fouls, at laft, ye obdured finners; 
be ye feelingly apprehenfive of your fearfull danger, che eminent 
danger of an eternal damnation ; and weep day and night before that 
God whom ye have provoked; wath away your fiits-Avith the 
freams of penitence ; The fire of hell can have no power — it 
| a 3 es 


a) 


— Before K. James, in Septemb, 1624. 


a 


findes thefe foveraigne waters; Bleffed are they that weep now, for they 


fell laugh, Luc. 6.21. We have not yet done with Sc. Pauls tears 
See Ibefeech you, who were the objets of chis forrow of his: the 
falfe teachers of the Phrlippians, the rivals and adverfaries of the A- 
poftles Miniftry ; whether che Ssmonians, (thatis, the Difciples of 
Simon Magus, as fome have thought ) or rather rhe Judaizing Chrifti- 


ans; whom before he calls Dogs, and the Concifion ;men that were ~ 


not more for Chrift, then for 4Zefes : men not more falfe in opinion 
then foule in converfation,rebrobate perfons,{pightful enemies to him, 
and the gofpel ; yer even thefe are the men whom St. Pas! bedewes 
with hismany tears. So far fhould Gods charitable Children be 
from defiring,or rejoycing in.the deftruction of thofe who profeffe ho- 


ftiliry againft them ( thougheven leud, and ungodly perfons ) as 


chat they fhould make this the matter of their juft forrow and mourn- 
ing ¢ St. Paul had adeeper infight into the ftate of chefe men, then 
we can have into any of thofe goodlieft men who fall into our no- 
tice, andenmity ; for he faw them (as ic were ) in Hell already, he 


-lookt upon chem as veffels of wrath, for he addes, whofe end is per- 
. dition: yet he entertaines the thoughts of their finfull mifcarriages 


with rears ; Every man can mourn for the danger, or lofs, or fall of 
agood man, ofa friend : but to be chus deeply affe&ed with either 


— the fins, or judgments of wicked perfons is incident to none but a 


tender and charitable heart. Gods children are of the diet of their 
heavenly Father, who would have all men to be faved, and tocome 
to the knowledge of the truch, 1 Tim. 3.4. Have J any pleafure at all 
that the wicked {hall dye, faith the Lord God, and rot that that he fbould 
returne from his wayes and live? Ezec. 18. 23. Andtobe fure, he 


binds ic wich an oath ; As J I:ve, fasth the Lord God, I have wo pleafure — 


in the death of the wicked, byt that the wicked tarne from lis wayes and 
live 5 turne ye, turne ye from your evsll wayes 3 for why will ye dye,0 houfe 
of IfraclEzec. 33. 11. Thofe that {port in che fins, and rejoyce in the 
perdition of their brethren, let chem fee of what fpirit they are. Bur I 
have dwelt longer then I meant inthe Apoftles fidelicy, in his warn- 
ing, and the frequence, and paffion of it. _ 

. Jurne your eyes now,] beleech you,to 2 loathfome objet, the wick- 


_ ednefs df thefe falfe teachers of the Philippians ; defcribed by their 
-anumber, motion, quality, iffue: - Theic number mary, their mo- . 


tion walk, their quality, exemyes to the croffe of Chrift, their iffue, 
deftruBtion. a: ‘ We 
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We begin with their Number, Mark I befeech you the inference: 


The charge of the Apoftle in the words. immediatly preceeding, és, 
thar the Phil ians thould mark thofe who walked holily,as they had 
the Apoftles for examples: and now he addes, For many walk inor- 
dinately ; {ee chen from hence, that. che rarity of confcionable men 
-fhuuld make them more obferved, ‘more valued ; If there be bur 
one Lot in Sodom,he is more worth chen all the fouls of thar populous 
and fruirfull Pentapolis : if there be bur fome {prinkling of Wheac 
in a chaffe heap, we winnow it out, and think ic worth our labour ro 
do fo: fome graines,or if bur fcruples of precious mertals are fifted our 
of che rubbifh of the oare and duft. Ic isexcelfent that our Apoftle 
hath in this Epiftle the 2. Chapeer v. 15. That ye may be blamlefs in. 
she midft of a froward and perverfe genecrauon, among whom ye 
fhine as lights in the world: Mark, if there be bur light held forth in 
adark night , how do the birds come ee it, -how do'the 
eycs of men though afarr off fixupon ic ; when as all che {pace be- 
rwixt us and it (which ts all — up in darknefs ) is unregarded ; 
fuch are, and fuch fhould be goed men amongft a world of wicked 
ones ; fomuch more eminent, and efteemed., by how. much rhe 
fewer they are. Pauciry is wont to carry contempt with dt 3 See, 
fay she Philiftims, when they aw Jonathan; and his Armour-bearer 
come towards them,. bow the Ifraclites creep omt of their holes; and 
proud Bexbsdad when he heard of fome few of J/rael coming forth 
-againftthim, can fay, Take them alive, whether they come for peace, or 


~ whether for war take them alive, 1-King. 20.18. What is an handful 
_ of gainfayers .upon any occafion:> We are apr to think, that the 
_ ftreatn fheuld bear down all before it ; Do any of the Rulers believe 


inbim 5 that’s argumentenough : Bur it muft not be fo with Chri- 
ftians ; here one is worthy to be more then a theufand ; if he bea 
man that orders his converfation aright, that goes upon the: fure 

ounds of infallible entth, though there be none other inthe world 

fides him thar followes after righreoufnefs , chat man worthy 
of our mark, of our imitation 3 if cherc be but one Nesb in an age( alf 
fiefh having corrupted their wayes) it isbeeter to follow him into 
the Ark, chen to -perifh withall che world ef unbelievers: Here 
are thefe Afanyoppoled to Hs, Pasland Trmothys Iris not for us to 
ftand upon che fear of an imputation of fingularity § we may” not do- 
as the moft, bur as, che beft 5 Ie was a defperare refolution of ars 
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dus che barbarous and ignorant Duke of Frifons, chat he would goto 
"Hell becaufe he heard che moft wene that way 3 Our Saviours argu- 
ment is quire contrary, Buter 19 at tne frraight gate : for wide is the gate, 
and Lroad t¢ the way that leadeth to deflrnaftion, and many there be which 
0 inthereat 3 Matth. 7.13. And Se. Pauls areument here co the fame 
purpole, Afany walk snordinately, therefore be ye follomers.of us. 
"We have an old faying, that Cafes thar rarely happen are neg- 
_ lected of Law-givers : The newes of a few Enemies is enterrained 
with fcorne 3 Many are dreadful, and call upon our bett thoughrs,for ~ 
their preventation, or refittance. The World is apt to make an ill ufe 
of multitude: On the one fide arguing the better part by the greater : 
on the other fide arguing mifchief rolerable becaufe it ts abetred by 
many. The former of thefe is the Paralogifme of. fond Ro- 
manifts ; The other of time-ferving Politictans. There cannot be a 
worfe,’ ler more dangerous Sophiftry chen in boththefe; = st 
~ If che firft fhouldheld, Paganifme would carry it from Chriftiani- 
cleo it is at leaft by juft computation five.to one : Folly from Wi. 
ne, for furely, for every wife man the ‘World hath many fools ; 
Ourward ealling (hould carry ir from eleQion, for many are called, 
few are chefen: Hell from Heaven, For ffrait is the gate, and narroy 
48 the way that leadeth unto iife. Thou fhale not follow a multitude to 
do evill, faichGod 5 But if any have a mind ro do fo, and thal! pledfe 
himfelf withcompanyin finning, ler him confider what abatement 
of torment it will once be to him, to be condemned with many ;- 
woisme, thae fhall rather aggravate his mifery ; the rich glurton 
in hell would have his brethren fent to, that his -rormene might nor 
be encreafed with the acceffion of heirs. | 
"If che larrer fhould take place, that which heightens evills fhould . 
plead for their immunity 3 fo none but weak mifchiefs thould re- 
ceive oppofition: Strong thieves fhould live, only fome poor petty- 
Jargons and pilferers fhould come: to execution s Nothing fhould 
make room for juftice bur inbecelliry of offence; Away with 
this bafe pufillanimiry : Rather contrarily,by how much more head ~ 
. _wickedneffe hath gorren, fo much more need it had tobe ropped, 
A crue Herculean Juftice in Governours and Stares is for Gyanes, and 
Monfters ; A right Sampfor is for a whole hoft of Philifims; The 
Monontains mnft be touch’s till chey fmoak, vea till they be !c- 
vel’d. Set your faces ye are men in authority againft a a 
ee Be ation 
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faétion of vice 3, arid if ye finde many oppofites, che greater is the 
C, ; 


exercife of your fertitude, and the greater fhall be che glory of yous 
victory. Ic was St. Pasls encouragment ( that which would have 
difheartned fome other ) alargedoor and effectual is opened to 
me, and there are many adverfaries, 1 Cor, 16.9. And if thefe 
Divels can fay, At) Name # Legion for we are masy 5 let your pow- 
erfull commands caft rhem our, and fend them with the twine into 


_ the deep, and thence into their chaines. 


 Thefe many fic not ftill, bue walk, they are full inmotion : Mo- 
tion whether natural or voluntary; Natural, fo walking is living 
(7) Gee) Thus we walk even while we fit, or lye ftul : Every 
mime is a new pace 3 neither can any thing ftop our paflage ; whe- 
ther we do fomething or nothing, we move on by infenfible fteps 
toward our long home ; we can no more ftand ftill then che Hea- 
vens, thentime. Oh that we could be ever looking to the houfe 


- efour age: and fo walk on, in this vale of rears, that we may once 


reftforever. Voluntary, fo the wicked ones walk like their ferter- 


~ the Devil, who came from compaffing the Earth, Fob.1. WWVickednefs. 


is feldom other then adtive.. Ir is withevill as with the contagion. 
of Peftilence, thofe that are rainted long co. infeét others 5 Falfe 
Teachers make no {pare of their Travails bySea or Land to make 
& Profelite : Could Sin or Herefie be conjured into a circle, there. 


were the leffe danger 3 now they are fo much more mifchievous,. 


 astheyare. more Erraticall : How happy fhould ir be fince. they 
- will needs be _— thar by the holy Vigilancie of power and 


_ of darknefs. 


authority, they. may be fent to walk their own rounds inthe regions: 


.. Yer further ; walking implies an ordinary trade of life ; Iris not 


3 a ftep, or one pace tharcanmakea walk; but a proceeding on, 
~ with many fhiftings of our feet : It is no judging of a man by fome | 


one action; Alas, thebeft man thatis may perhaps ftep afide, by | 
the importunity of a temptation, and be mif-carried into fome o-: 

dious a& ; Can you have more pregnant inftances then David, the. 
man after Gods own heart, and Peter, the prime Difciple of our- 
Saviour; But chis was not the.walkof either 5 It was bua fide-ftep: 


_ their walk was in che wayes of Gods commandement; holy and ¢ra- 


~ cious 3 No, Jookwhat the courfe of mens lives are, whar their ~ 


ufuall practife ; and accarding to thae judge of them ; If they be or-. 
a _ 2 ~  ainary 
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dinary Swearers,. profane Sceffers, Drunkards, Debauch’e perfons, 


their Walk is in an ill wayso a mofk -fearfull end. Picty them, la- 
bour to reclaim chem, and to ftop them thar they fall not into the 


13 


precipice.of Hell : but if their courfe of life be generally holy, and - 


confcionable, it is nota particular mif-carriage that can be a jult 
ground of the cenfure of an inordinate walking, which our Apottle 
paffes here upon thefe mif-living Philippigns ; Many walk 

This for their Motion; their Quality followes, Exenues to the 


croffe of Chri(t 3 What an unufuall expreffion is this ? Who can but. | 


hate every thing tharconcurs ro the dceach of.a Friend, whether 
Agents, or Inftruments. - And what was the Croffe, but the Engine 
of she Death of him, whom if we lave norbeft, we love nor arall 2 
furely, Wc love thee not, O Saviour, if we can look wish any other 
‘then angry eyes, at Judas, Pilate, the Crofle., Nayles, Speare. 
or what ever elfe was any: way neceflary to thy murder: They were. 
thine enemies that raifed thee to the Croffe, how can they be other, 
then thy Friends, chac are enemiesto chat chy moft cruell, andin- 
= crucifixion. When we confider thefe rhings in rhemfelves, 
as Wood and Merall, we know they arc harmleffe : buc if from: 
whar chey are in themfelves, we look ac them with refpect to men,, 
to thee, we foon finde why co hatce,: why tolove them, We hare 
them as they were employed by men againft thee, welove chem 
as they were improved by thee for man: as the iaftraments of meas 
malice and cruelty again{t thee, we hare them: we love them as 


they were made by thee,. rhe inftruments of our redemption : Thy _ 


Crofle was thy death: Iris thy death chat gives. us life; foas. 


therefore we cannot be at once enemies of the Croffe, and friends of, 


thee crucificd: - oar 
- As Chrift him(elf, fo the Croffe of Chrift hath many falfe friends, 
and even thofe are ne othcr then enemies ; ‘unjuft favours are no. 
lefs injurious then derogations ; he thar fhould deify a Saint fhould 
wrong him as much, as he that fhould Divellize him ; Our Roma- 
nifts exceed this way, in their devotions to the Crofle ; both in over- 
multiplying, and in over-magnifying of ic. Had the wood of the 
Croffe grown from the day chat it was firft fet in the Earth, ill 


; ° ‘ 
now, and borne crofles ; chat which Simon of. Cyrene once bore,’ 


could:not have filled fo many carts, fo many fhips, as thar which is 
now in feveral parts of Chriftendem given out and adored for the 
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true croffe of Chrift; yer che bulk is nothing tothe vere afcribed 
coir: The very wood (which is a fhamie.to. {peak ) is by’ chen 
Sainted and deffyed, whe knowes not-rhat ftale hymne, and unrea- 
fonable rime of -4ra cructs, lamps lacis, fols falas bominmum,. | 
Nobis pronum fac patronam quem tulsits- deminam, 7 
Wherein the very tree is made a mediator to him,whom it bore,as 
very a Saviour as he chat dy'd upon ir. And who knowes nor that by 
thefe Brgots, an active verwue is atcribueed not only to che very wood | 
of the crofs,but to the Airie and tranfie nt form and reprefentation of 
it ; A vertuc of fanétifying the creature,of expelling Divells,of heal- 
ing difeafes ; conccies croflely fuperititious, which che Church of 
England ever abhorred, never. either practufed, or counrenanced ; 
whofe crofs was only commemorative, and commonitive, never pre- 
_ tended ro be any way efficacious ; and therefore as far different 
from the Remith crofs, as the fatall tree of Chrift from thar of Jy- 
das ; Away chen with chis grofs and finfull a of: our Roma- 
nifts ; which proves chema noe the friends. bur the flarrercrs of the 
Crofs ; flatterersup tothe very pitch of Idofatry 3 and can rhere 
be a worfe enemy then a flatterer > Fie on this fawning, and 
aretiching hoftiliry to the crofle of Chrift ; fuch frienditip to the. 
altar isa defiance to the facrifiee. = =~ = ° 
For thefe Phslippian Pfeudapoftles; Two waycs were they ene- 
mies co the Crofs of Chrift; in their dogtrines, in their prattife. 
In Doétrine ;_ whiles they jovned eireumcifion, and other: legalities 
with che crofs of Chrift; fo by a pretended partnerihip detracting 
frem tke vertue and power of Chrifts death :“Thus chev were ene- 
mies te Chrifts death asthis ; In practice, following a loofe and 
volupruous courfe, pampering chemfelves, and fhifting off perfecu- 
tton for the Gofpell ; Thus they were encmics to the crofs uf Chrift, 
-ascheirs: = Truth hath ever one face : There are ftill two forrs of 
_ enemies to the crofs; THe erroseous, the licentions 5 The erroneous 
in judgment, that will be inter-commoning with Chrift in the ver- 
tue and efficacy of his paffion ; The licentionsin life ; thar defpife 
and annihilate tt. Inthe firft, how palpable enemies are they to 
the crofs of Chrift, ‘char hold Chrifts farisfaction upon the crofs 
imperfect without ours : Thus the Romifh Doxtors profefs to do ; 
Their Cardinal pafles a flat om expiat upoti it, boldly : Tempora- 
lem penam topam neft propria fatisfacone cooperante nonexpiat. leh. 4. de 
eg | penit. 
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penit.c. 14. $. Negue vero. Our penall works (faith Svarex ) aa 


perly a payment tor the punifhmens of our fin ; Andowdiich of 
eT rien ine fagtion {ayes otherwife 2 What cul Wrenn is 
this, to creep and crouch ra the very image of the crofs, and -in- the 
mean time ro fruftrate the vertue of it ; Away with thefe hollow 
and hoftile complements 3 how happy were it for them if the 
croffe of Chrilt might have leffe of rhe r knees, and more of theiz 


tainly, che partnerfhip of i obfervations was never mere ene- 
my to Chrifts crofs, then t 
God forbid thar we fhould rejoyce in any thing, bue in the crofs 
of Chyift, with Se. Paal: Our profeffion roundly is; The crofs 
is our full redemption ; lec cheth that fhow more fay fo much: elfe 
for all their ducking, and cringeing, they fhall never quit chemfelves 
of Ay juft charge, thar they are the encmies of the crofle of 
The licentious, fecondly, are encmics to the crofs.of Chrift ; 
and thofe of ewo forts ; wherher carnall revolters, or loofe-livors 
The firft, in fhifring off perfecation, by conforming rhemfelves to the 
prefent world; they will do any thing rather then fuffer ; cating 
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~ hearts 3 without which alt theiradorations are but mockery ; cer-_ 


of humane {fatisfactions ; For uss . 


more for a whole skin, chen-a found {oul ; Mcere flaves of the fea- 


fon, whefe poefic is that of Opratus ; Omuia pro tempore, mibil pra 
veritate; All for the time, nothing for the Truth. Either ditty will 
ferve, Hifanna, or Crucifige. © Such was. that infamous Eceéotins 3 
fch was Spira; fuch thofe in the primitive times, thar with Afar- 
ceilnus would caft grains of incenfe into the Idols fire, to fhun 


the fire of a Tyrants fury 3 fuch as will bow heir knecs roa breaden 


uifitors flic 5 and kifs the toe of a living: f- 


God, for fear of anin ) 
dof, rarher then a fufpicion ; the world is full of fuch fhuf- 


” flers: Do ye ask how we know ? Ido not fend you to the Spanith 


trade, or Italian rravails, or Sps-waters, “The. tentative Edi& 
of Conftantius defcryed many falfe hearts; And the late relaxation 
of .penall laws for religion difcovered many a turn-coat; God 


Keep ourgreat men upright, if they fhould {werve it is ‘to be fear- - 


-ed, the crutch would find but a few friends: Blefled be God; 


the times profeffe to patronize truc religion ; If the winde should 
surn, How-many with that noted time-ferver: would be ready 
to fay, Cantemss domino, Sc. let us fing unto the Lord a new on 
* | , | ) es cre 
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There is no Church lightly without His - wethercock: For us, my 


‘beloved, we know not what we are referved for 5 lecus ficdown, 


and count what it may cuftus ; and as thofe who would carry fome 
great weight upon a wager, will be every day heaving at it-to inure 
themfelves to the burden, before they come co their urmoft tryall, fo 
Jet us do to the crofs of Chrift: lec us be every day lifting at it in our 
thoughts, thar when the time comes we may comfortably go away 
withir ; It was agood purpofe of Peter, thoughI fhould dye with 


-- thee I will nor deny thee 5 bur ic was a better grounded refolution 
~ Of St. Paul, 1am ready not to be bound only, but alfo co dye for 


the name of the Lord Jefus, AG. 21. 13. Letusin an humble con- 
fidence of Gods mercy in upholding us x upon the fame holy de- 
termination ; not counting our life dear unto us, fo as we may 
finifh our courfe with joy, Thus we fhall notbe more friends to 
the croffe of Chrift, then the croffe will be ro ns, for if we fuffer - 
with him, we fhall alfo reign with him. _ 

_ Befides carnall revolters, loofe livery powre fhame upon the 
croffe. Chrifts croffe is our redemption, Redemption is from fin, 
and death ; whiles therefore we do wilfully fin, we do (what in 
uslies ) fraftrate the crofs, and makea mock of our redemption ; 


_ every true Chriftian is wich Sr. Pas! crucified together with Chrift 


2. Galat. 20; his fins are faftned upon chat tree of’ fhame and 
curfe with his Saviour, the mif-living Chriftian therefore crucifies 
Chrift again ; each of his willing finsisa plain defpight to his Re- 
deemer ; The falfe rongue ef a profeffour gives in evidence againft 
the Son of God: the hypocrite condemns Chrift, and wathes his 
hands ; the proud man ftrips him, and robes him with purple : 
thediftruftfull plats chornes for the head of his Saviour ; the drunkard 
gives him vineger and gall to drink, the oppreffor drives nailes 
into his hands and feer 3 the blafphemer wounds him to the hearr 
wo is me, what an heavy cafe are chefe men in? we cannot bue - 
think chofe that offered rf bodily violence to rhe Son of God were 

highly impious, Oh, thou faye, would not have been oné of chem 
that fhould Have done fuch a fa for all the world: bur,O 
maa, know thou,that if thou be a wilfull finner againft God in thefe 
kindes, thou.art worfe then they: He that prayed for his firft cru- 
cifiers, curfech his fecond; they crucified him in his weaknefle ; 
thefe in his glory: they ferchr him from the garden to _his = 
. ¢ . thefe 
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thefe pull kim our of heaven; furely, they cannot be more enemies 
to the croffe of Chrift, chen Chrift is co chem 3 whoby him thall be 
punifhed with everlafting deftru€tion from the prefence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power, 2 Theffal. 1. 9. asit alfo followes 
in my Text, whofe end 1 deftrudtton, | <a ag 
A wofull condition beyond all thoughts; like unto that Hell 
wherein it is accomplifhed, whereof there is no botrotn ; had the 
Apoftle faid only, whofe end is death : the doom had been heavy ; 
but that is che common point whereat all creacures couch, in cheir laft 
paflage, either way ; and is indeed the eafieft piece of this ven- 
cance 3 it were well for wilful finners, if they might dye; or it 
they might but dye: Even earthly diftrefles fend men to fue for 
death ; how much more the infernal ; there are thofe that have 
{miled in death,never any but gnafhed in torments; that diftinétion is 
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very remarkable which our Saviour makes berwixe killing and dee | 


" ftroying 5 Matth. 10. 28. Killing the body, deftroying body and 


foul 5 sales and swatey 5 Men may kill; God only can deftroy ; 
there are gradations even in the laft a& of execution; expreffed in th 
Greek, which our language doth not fo fully diftinguith 5 #9 is 


to kill , qewe implyes violence in kulling ; smdemm, cruelty in 


D7 ee 
that violence, but xiey, an’ abfolurenefs and ecrernity: of torment. 


Killing is nothing to deftroying 5 the body is but meer rubbith to the. 


foul;and rherefore (co pur thefe rogether) killiagthe body is nothing to 
deftruction of the foul ; Alas, here is every circumftance thar may 


add horrour and mifery to a condition 5 fuddainneffe of feizure,degree 


of extremity , zmpofftbility of releafe ; fuddainnefs 5 They [ball foom 
be cut down as the orale, faith David, Pf. 37.2. yea, yetfooner rhen 
fo 3 4s the fire licks up the Straw, Efa.5.24, and more fuddaialy yer ; 
as the hrilewind paffeth, fo is the wicked no more, Prov. 10, 25. Short= 

ly, they are brought to defolationin a moment, Pfal.73. 19. 7 
As for the degree of extremity , itis far beyond all expreffions,all 
conceptions of che creature the wrath of God is as himfelf infinice ; 
as the Blo of his Saints is fuch ( as St. P4sl chat fawir tells us) char 
ic rantcends all conceit, and cannot come out of rhe mouth, cannot 
enter into che heart,fo che vengeance prepared for his enemies is e- 
ally incomprehenfible ; the Rack, the Wheel, the Gibber , the 
‘ire are fearfull things ; bur thefe fall wichin our thoughts ; woun- 
to that foul char muff {uffer = it is not capable to conceive. ne 
| | what 
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what we men can devife, and do apprehend is terrible 3‘ chofe very 
corments that men prepare for men,are fuch as we fhrink at the mene 
tion of, rearing, fleying, broaching, broyling, 8c. whae fhall thofe 
be which an angry God hath prepared for his enemies?’ - 

But thoug a torment were extrcam for the time, yet if ac laf 
ic might have an end, there were fome poffibility of comfort ; alas, 
we at the chought of burning, though in a quick fire; butte — 
think of mans being a whole hour in the flame,we abhort to imagine; 
but to be a whole dayin chat ftate how herrible dothitfeem, Oh 
then,what hall we fay to thole everlafteng burnings 2 To be, not dayes, 
or moneths,. or years, bur thoufands of mi:lions of years, and milli- 
ons of millions after that , and after that for allerernicy, ftillin the 
height of thefe unconceivable rortures, without intermuffion, - with- 
out relaxation ? Oh the groffe Atheifime of carnall men, chatdo nor 
believe thefe dreadful vengeances! Oh che defperate fecuricy of 
thofe men who profefs to believe them, and yct dare run into thefe 
fins which may and will plunge chem into this damnation } Is fin 
{weet ? Yea, bur isit fo {weet, as Hell fire is grievous ? Is it profi- 
table 2, But can it countervail the lofs of rhe beatifical vifion of God ? 
Oh mad finners, that fora licele momentany contentment cait chem- 
felves into everlafting perdition 5 ict the drinkbe sever fo delicate 
and well-fpiced, yer if we hear there is poyfon init , we hold-off; 
ler Gold be offered us, yer tf we hearit isred hot, we draw back our 
hands, and.couchét nor 3 Oh then, why will we befodefperately 
foolifh,as when a little poorunfazisfying pleafure is offered us,though 
{anced with a woful damnation forever and ever, we fhonld dare 
to entertain icatfo deararate. Have mescy upen your own fouls, 
my dearbsechren, and when the motions of evill arc’ made ro vou; 
check rhem with the danger of chis fearfull damnation ; from which 
the God of all mercies gracioufly deliver us all ;for rhe fake of the 
dear San of his love Teles Clarif thesighceous 3 ep whom, be. | 
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By Jos, B, of Exon. 4 
ener 


Ga. get ce 
Stand dah therefore is ix the _—_ wherewit bch hath 


- meade you jive 


S if my tongue and your ears could not eafily be i 
from our fate Parliamentary language you have here in this 
text Liberty,Prerogative,the maintenance of both ; Liverty 

of Subjects that are freed; Prerogative of the King of glory thac 

hath freed chem ; maintenance of that libert » which the power of — 

that great prerogative hath atchieved 5 Chriftian liberty, Chrifts li- 
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beration, our perfiftence 5. Stand faft i in the Liberty wherewith Chriff « | 


hath made you free, 

Liberty is a {weet word.3 the oy it felfis much {weeter ; and 
mens apprehenfions make it yet {weeter then itis! Certainly: 
liberty and life were competitors,it is a great queftion whether would — 


carry it, fare I am, if there be ay life without it, yetit is nox vital 5 


2 


«" 


Chriftian Liberty laid forth. | 


a ean a a, 
Man reftrained js like a wild bird {hut up in a cage ; that offers ar 
every of the grates co get out, andgrowes fullen when it can finde 
no evafion ; and till ftark famine urge it will not fo much as feed for 
anger tobeconfined. ‘Neither is the word more {weet then large ; 

There are as many liberties'as reftraints 5 and as many reftraints as 

t here are limitations of fuperiour commands ; and there are fo ma- 
ny limics of commands as there are either duties to be done, or 
fentences to be undergone : There is a liberty of the parts, anda 
liberty of the man : | | a OC 
There is a drunken liberty of che Tongue,which being once glibbed 
with intoxicating liquor runs wilde through Heaven and earth,. and 
fpares neither him ‘that is God above ; nor thofe which are called 
Gods on Earth ; rhe Slanderer anfwer’d Psrrhus well I confefs I 
- faid hus, O King ; and had faid more if more Wine had been given 
me 3 tréafon is bara Tavern-diale& ; Any ching pafles well under. 
the Rofe ; it is nor the man bur the liquor, not the liquor bur the 
exceffe that is guilry of this libertv. a. 
There is an audacious and faétious liberty of this -loofe filme 
which not only ill-tueor’d Schollers take to themfelves under the 
name of Libertas prophetandi, peftering both Preffcs and Pulpits wich 
their bold and brainfick fancies; tac unlecrer’d Trades-men, and tar- 
ling Goffips too; whith whom deep queftions of Divinity, and 
cenfures of their Teachers are grown into common table-talk ; and. 

~ peremprory decifiors of Theological problemes is as ordinary al- 

. moft, as backbiting their neighbours. , ie 

. There is a profane liberty of Athcous {waggerers which fav, dif- 

—rampamus Vinculas ler usbreak their bonds : Nor religion only, bue 
‘ even reafonand Eumanity feem fertcrs to thefe fpirits ; who like 
the Demoniack in the Gofpel, having broken alk their chains finde 

_ nopfrecdom but among the noyfom graves of harefull corruptions. 
'. There is a.difloyal liberty of chofe-rcbellious fpirits, whichdefpife. 
government ; and hold it a fervitude to live within the range of: 

' wholefurne lawes, there is no freedom with thefe snquice difpofiti« 

_ ons, bat in che bold cenfures ef aurhoriey, in the feditious ca‘umnia- 
tions of fuperiours, and in cheir own uropical prefcriptions. Every... - 
- thing is good to thefe men fave the prefent; and nothing fave theireaq 
own:: though all thefe are nor fo much liberties,. as licentioufhefs, 2.” 
_ Befidesthefe, there are civill liberties of Perfons , Towns Ji 
a corporati~ 
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corporations, Countries, Kings, Kingdomes ; goud reafon thefe 
fhould-be mutually ftood upon; Religion was ‘never an cnemy to 
the due orders, and rights of policy ; Godsbookis the tue Magra 
charta that enacts borh King and People their own: He thar hath fec_ 
bounds to the wide Ocean, hath ftinted the freeft liberty ; bur chefe. 
liberties are not for che pulpic 5 It isthe Chriftian liberty wherewith 
we have todo; that alone hath {cope enough both for our prefenc: 
_fpeech and perpetual maintenance. - | 
This Chriftian liberry ftands either in immunity front evill, or en- 
largement to good ; The immaunicie is from-that which ts evil in ie 
felf or that which is evill ro us: Iniefelf, Sin, Satan: Sin, whe- _ 
ther in the fault, or in che punifhment ; the punifhmenc, whether | 
inward, or outward : Inward, the flavery of an accufing confcience; 
Ourward, the wrath of Ged, Death, Damnation. Evill cous, 
wherher burdenfortie traditions, or the law; the Law, whether. 
Moral, or Ceremoniall ; Moral, whether the obligations, or the 
curfe : Enlargement to good ; wherher in refpect of the creature , : 
which is our free ule of ir, ot whether in a to God ; in our: 
voluntary fervice of him; in our free accefle to him: Acceffe 
whetlter to his throne of grace ,or our throne of glory. Ihave - 
laid before you a compendious table of otr Chriftian liberev ; Jeffe 
then which is bondage ; more then which is loofeneffe. Such abun-: 
_ dant {cope there is in this allowed freedom, that what heart foever: 
would yct rove furcher, makes it {elf unworthy of pitty in loofing ie: 
felf. Dawe think the Angels are pent up in their Heavens, or can’ 
with ro walk beyond thofe glurious bounds 2 Can they hold ic a re-- 
_ ftraint, thar they can but will good lke to our liquorous firft pa-_ 
rents that longed to know evil 2 Oh the {weer and happy libercy of 
the fons of God 2 Al} the world befides them are very flaves, and! 
lye obnoxious ro the boles, ferrers, fcourges of a fpiricual cruelry-; It 
rs hard to bear this into acarnall heart 3 no fmall pare of our fervi- 
tude lyes in che captivation of our underftanding ; fuch, as thac we 
cannot fee our felves captive. This is a ftrange difference of mif- 
prifon ; the Chriftian is free, and cannoc think bimfelf fo; the 
the worldling chinks him@lf free, and is not fo. Whar talk we to 
thefe Jovialifts > It is liberty ( with chem ) for a man to fpeak whae 
he thinks,to take what he likes, to do what he lifts ; without reftri- 
&tion, without controlment : Call ye this freedom, that a = 
Oe ae ns a _ P 
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~ {peak and live by rule; to have a guard upon his lips and his eyes; 
: Ms paflage fora aa word or look,’ much lefs for a leud 5 ¢o have his 
heft pleatures itinted, his worfe abaadoned;to be tasked with an un- 
lealing good,and chid when be fails.Tuth, tell not me; To ler the 
t loots co an unlimited jollity,to revell heartily, to feat withour. 
fear, ro drink wichour meafure, ro {wear withoue check, te sddmic 
of no bound of Inxury,buc our own ftrengchsto thuc ou all choughts of 
{crupulous auftcrity, to entertain no guelt of inward motion, bur 
what may footh up aut lawlefnefs. ‘Thisis libercy 3. who goes lefle 
is a fla: to his own fevere thoughts. Get thee behind me Saten, for they 
 Saxowreft not:the things af Ged: If this be freedom, to have our full 
{cope of wickednefs,Oh happy Divels, Oh miferable Saines of God.. 
Thofe though fetrered up in chains of everlafting darknefs can do no: 
other bur fins thefe inall the elbow-room, of the Empyreal heayen 
cannot du ane evil aft 3 yea the God of Saints and Angels, the Au» 
thor of all liberty fhould be leaft free, who our of the bicfled necefli- 
ty of his mot pure nasure is not capable of the Jeatk poflibiliry of e+ 
vill. . Learn, O vain men, thac there is sothing bur imporence, po= 
thing buc gieves and manicles in the freeft fins 5 fume captive may: 
_ have a longer chain then his fellowes; yea fome offender may have: 
the libercy of the Tower, yet he is a prifoner fill, Some Goal. 
may be wider then fome Palace : what of thas a- If Hell were more 
{pacious then the feat ef the bleffed, this dorh not make it no place- 
ef torment. Go whether thou wilr, thou refolved finer, chou car 
rjefk chy chain wich thee ; it thall ftick as clofe to thee as chy foil s. 
Guan: Neither canicever be fhaken off, till thou have put off thy {elf by a: 
RES” “fpirikyal regeneration, thenonlythouartfree. it = os 
7 “oP ie is adivine word, tha in our Liturgic, YVhofe fervice is perfect: 
freedom 5 Se. Paul faith as much, Rom, 6, 18.20. Being freed from fin; 
«ye aremade fervi jufticia, the fervants of  vighteoufaele : ly is 
liberty but freedom from bondage, and behold our freedom _ rom 
the bondage of fin tyes us co a fure liberev,: that is our free obedience 
to God : Both the Orator and the Philofopher define liberry by Po- 
beflas uivéwd: ut velis, buewithall, you know he addes, quis vévit at 
Unlt, mf qet reflafequtur. Sce how frec the good manis; he doth 
, ‘what he will, for he wills what God wills, and what God. wenld 
_” Have him-wills in whar ever he doth therefore he is a free man; - 
-geither hach any man free-will to good bur he : Be ambitious of this 
happy condition, O all ye noble and generous {pirits,and do Raed 
| | ? ~ think 
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think ye live till ye have attained. to this true liberty. The liberiy 
wherewith Chritt harlimade us free ; So from the liberty, we de- 
{cend to the perogative. Chrifts liberation. | | 
Here is the glorious prerogative of- the Son of God, to be the deli-. 
verer or redeemer of his people ; They could not free them{elves ; 
the Angels of heaveri might pitty,could not redeem them s yca alas,, 
- who could,or who did redeem thofe of heir rank,which of lightfome 
celeftiall {pirits, are become foul Devils ? Only Chrift could free us, 
whole ranfome was infinire ; only Chriftdid free us, whofe love is 
infinite ; and how hath he wrought our liberty >. By force, by pur- 
chafe, By force in that he hath conquer’d him, whofe captives we. 
were 5 by purchafe, in chat he hath pay’d che full price of our ran- 
om, to that fupream hand wherero we were forfeited :] have heard 
Lawers fay, there are in civill Corporations three wayes of freedom 3. 
by Birth, by Service, by Redemption ; By Birth,.as St. Past was 
free of Rome 5 by Service, as Apprentifes upon expiration af their 
years ; by Redemption, as she the Cenwrion, with agreat fim pur- 
— thafed I this freedom. Two of thefe are barred from all utter 
poffibility in our {piritual freedom ; for by Birth we are the fons 
of wrath 3-by {ervice we ate saturally che vaffals of Saran 3 It is only 
the precious redemption of the Son of God chat hath freed ns, | 
Whereas freedom rher-hath refpeét to bondage, therc are feven. 
Egyptian Matters from whol flavery Chrift bach freed us. Sin, an 
accufing Confcience, danger of Gods wrath, tyranny of Satan, the 
curfe of the Law, Mofaicall Ceremenies, humane Ordinances ; fee 
our fervitude to, and our freedom from all thefe by the powerfull 
liberation of Chrift. ae oo a os 
1. Ie was a true word of hag Pythagorean, Quos vitia, tot Aomim 
{in is an hard mafter : A-mafter > Yea atyrancs [et net fin reign mn 
jour mortalf Ledges, Rom. 6 14, and fo the finner is not only fervws cone 
vuptitie, a drudge of corruptions 2 Pet.2. 1g.buta very flave fold une 
_ der fia, Rom. 7.14. ee | 
So neceflitated to cvill by his own inward corruption that he can- 
net but grind in this Mill, he cannot bur row in this Gally: For, as 
Paffe peccare is the comtition of the greatcft Saint upon carth,and Naz 
Pie peccare is the conditian of the leaf Saine above, fo non poffe van 
_ peceare is the condition of the Jeaft finful umegenerate ; asthe 
Prifoner may fhife his feet but nos-his ferrers or as the ae 7 
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but leave a flime track behind, it which way foever ir goes:Here is one - 


where the {pirtt of the Lord 1s there ts ligerty, 2-Cor. 3.7. Ob wretched. . 


_-man that I am, who {hall deliver me from this body of death ; I thaxk my 


God through Jefus Chri(t.So then Chrift hath freed us from the bondage 


of fin. 


An accufing confcience isa true rask-mafter of Egypt 5 it will be- 


fure to whip us for what we have done, for what we have not done = 
Horrour of fin, like a fleeping Mattive, lyes at our door. Gen. 4. 7. 


_ avhen ie awakes it will fly on our throac. No-clofer doth the fhad- 
dow follow the body, then the revenge of felf-accufation. followes 


fin ; walk Eaftward in the morning the fhadow ftarrs behind thee, 
foon after it is upon rhy left fide ; ‘ac noonit-is under thy feet; lye 
down it coucheth under thee, towards even it leaps before thee : 
thou canft not be rid of ir, whiles thou haft a body, and the Sun light’; 
‘no more can thy foul quit the confcience of evil ; This is to thee in- 
ftcad of an Hell of Fiends chat hall ever be fhaking fire brands ar 
‘thee, ever torruring thee with affrights. of more paincs then thy na- 
‘aure cancomprehend, Seva conturtata confcientia, wifd. 17.11. If 


4 


_ thou look to the punifhment of lofs, ic fhall fay as Lyfimachus did, 


how much felicity have loft, for how lictle pleafure : Ifto the pu- 
nifhment of fenfe ic fhall fay to thee as the Tyrant dream’d his 


heart faid to him our of the boiling caldron #4 = sim dxf; 1 am 


the caufe of all chis mifery : Hereis our bondage, where is the liber- 
ty 2. Having our hearts fprinkled from an evill Confcience, Heb. 10, 22. 


| Sprinkled, with what 2 Even with the blood of Jefus, verf. 19. This, 


chis only is it that can free us: It is wich the unquicr heart as with 


the troubled Sea of Titertas ; the Winds rile, the Waters {well, 


the billowesroar, the fhip is tofled, Heaven and Earth threat to 


meet 3 Chritt doth but {peak the word, all is calme ; fo Chrift hath 
freed us Secondly from the bondage of an accufing confcience, 


The confcience is bur Gods Bayliff ; Iris the difpleafure of the 


‘Lord of Heaven and Earth that is the uemoft of all rerribles ; the 
fear of Gods wrath is chat {trong winde cha {tirrs thefe billowes from 


the bortom ; fet afide the danger of divine difpleafure and the cla- 


“movurs of confcience were harmlefs ; this alone makes an Hell in the 
‘bofome:The averfion of Gods face is confufion, the leaft bending of his 
Drow 4s perdition Pf, 2uWtdut his totus efius,his whole fury,asP/-78.38. 
_ | a. is 
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s rhe urrer abforptign of. che-creawure ; excandefcentia ejus furditur, 
frout tants 3 His wrath ss poured owt lke fire, the rocks are rent before tty 
Nabum 1, 6 whence there ts nothing but ( qt: cutgs ) 4 fearfull ex- 
petlation of judgment,and fiery w2dignatioxymbich fball devour the aduer{a- 
vies, Heb. 10, 27, Herc isthe bondage, where is the liberty > Being 
juft-tyed by faith we have are with God, chrouzh Jefus Chritt our 
Lord. So then Chrift hath freed us thridly from the bondage of the 
wrathofGod. A a A : fog 
Asevery wicked man is a Tyrant, according to the Philofophers 
Poficion ; and every Tirane is a; Devil among-men :{a the Devil is the _ 
Arch-tyrant of che creatures ; he makes all his Subjccts errand vaffals, — 
yea chained {laves, 2 7em. 2. «lt. That they may recover chemfelves 


trom the {nare of the Devil who are caken captive by him at his will : 


lohere is will, {nares, ‘captivity, perfect tyranny. Nabafb che 
Ammenite was a notable Tyrant, he would have the right eyes of the 
Ifraclices put out,as an eminent mark of fervirudes fo doth this infer- 
nal Nahafb blind the righe eye of our underftanding ; yea, with the 
fpigheful Phile(tim, he puts out both the eyes of our apprehenfion and 
judgment, that he may'gyre us abou in the Mill of unprofitable wick- 
edneflesand cruelly infule upon our remedileffe mifery.And when he 


_ hathdone, rhe faireft end is death, yea death{without end 3] Oh the 


impotency of earthly tyranny to chis 3 the greareft blood-fuckers 
could buc kill; and livor poft fata, as the ol word is 3 buc here is 
an bomicida ab initio sand a: fine too s ever killing with an ever-living 
death, for a perpetual fruition of our torment. Here is the bon- 
dage ; where is the liberty 2 Christ bath fpoiled principalities and pow- 
ersyand made a [bow of them,openly triumpbing over them in the fame croft, 
Colof. 2.15. By bss death be deftroyed him that hath the power of death, 
tke Devil, Heb. 2. 14. So then Chrift hath freed us fourchly, from 
the bondage of Satans tyranny. | a: 
Acthe beft, the law is but a hard Mafter, impofible to pleafe, 
dtudam <5 sus faith Se. Paw! : buc ac che worft, a cruell one 3 
The very courtefie of che law was jugum, an unfupportable yoke, _ 
-bur the fpight of the law is “de a curfe. Curfed ssevery ene that 
_continaes sot in all that i$ written in the book of the law to do. st, Gal. 
3. 10. Do you not remembe? an unmercifull fteward in the Go- . 
{pell that catcherh his bankrupt fellow by the throat, and faies, Pay — 
me toat thou oweft me 3 {0 dot — to us; we fhould pay. and 
Nee | ; - Cane 
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cannot 3 and becaufe_we cannot pay, we forfeic our felves; fo as 

every mothers fon is the child of death. Here is our bondage ; where 
is our liberty > Chrit hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law, 
being made a curfe for us ; Oh bleffed redemption, that frees us 
from thecurfe. Obhbleffed redeemer, chat would ‘become a curfe 
forus that the curle.of the law might ‘nor light upon us ;fo Chrift 
hath freed us fifthly, from the bondaze of the law. 
'. Mofes wasameck man, but a fevere Matter ; His face did noe 
more {hine in Gods afpect upon him: then it lowred in his afpedt to 
men ; His ceremonies. were hard-impofitions:; Many- for number, 
coftly for charge, painfull for execution. He thar led Jf/rael out 
of one bondage, carryed them into another : From the bondage of 
Egypt, to the bondage of Sivas 5 this held till-the vail of the 
Temple rent 5 yea till the vail of that better Temple, his facred 
body, his, vcry heart-ftrings did crack a-fander, witha confummatwm 
eft; And now chu. nus xe Chrift ts the end of the law, Rom. 
‘10, 4. Now the law of the fprrit of life bath freed us, Rom. 8.2. You 

_ hear now no more newes of the ceremonies of prefiguration,. 
they are dead with -Chrift ;.ceremontes of decency thay and mutt 
live ; let noman.now ‘have his ear bored thorough to Azofes his 
poft; Chrift hach freed us fixtly from the law of ceremonies. 
+, Our laft Mafter is humane Ordinances ; the cafe of our exe 
‘eivpeion where from is not fo clear; concerning which 1 finde a 
double extream of opinion ; The -one that afcribcs too miuch to. 
themi, asequalliug them with the lawof Gods the other thar aft 
cribes too little to them, as if chey were no tie to our obedience: 
The one holding them to bind the confcience no Iefs then the poff- 
tive laws of God ; the other cither flcighting their obligation, or 
extending ic only to the oucward man, net che inward :- we muft 
Jearn to walk a taid-way betwixt both;-and know that the good 
Jawes of our fuperiours, whether civél or ecclefiattical, do in a fore 
reach tv the vory confcience 5 though not primarily and mme- 
diately as: theifs, yct mediarcly and: fccendarily as thev ftand.in 
reference co the law of God with -our obedience to hus inftieured.a0- 
thority sand thercfore they rie asin fome fore befides the cafe 
whether of {candall, or contcmpr, Where no man can withefs, 
there is no {candall.; where is no intention of an affront to the 
“:, Commanding powcr, there is no conttinpt, and set willingly : 
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break good laws withour all witncfs, withour all purpofe of affrenc: 


is therfore fin becaufe difobcdicnce ; For example, I dine. fully ‘a-. 
lone out of wantonneffe, upon a day fequeftred by authority to a 
publick faft ; dine alone, therefore without fcandall ; our of wan- 
tonnefle, therefore nut out of contempt; yee 5: offend againft 
him that feerhinfecree, notwithftanding my folitarincfle, and my 
wantonneffe is by him confined .asa contempt to the ordainer of 
authority. But when both fcandall and contempt are met to aggra- 
vate the violation, now the breach.of humane lawes binds the con- 
{cience sq a fearfull guilt. Not to flarter'the gimes,.( as 1 hope I: 
fhall never be blurred with this ‘crimination } -I muft needs fay 
this is too fhamefully unregarded ; Never age was more lawleffe ; 


- Our fore-fathers were taught co be fuperfticioufly fcrugutous in obfer- 


ving the lawes of the Church, above: Gods'y like! thofe Chriftians 
of whom Socrates thé hiftorian {peaks of,. which ‘held ‘fornication as 
a ching indiffercnt, de diebus feftis tanyuamde vita decertant, but ftrive 
foran holy day as for cheir life; we are: leape intro a licentious 


* negle&tof civil or facred lawes, as if ic were. piety to be difobedienr, 


Doth the law command. a: Friday faft; mo day’ is fo felected for 
feafting 3 let’a.{chifmaticall or popith book be prohibieed, this very 
prohibisien: endears it; lee wholfome lawes be enatted againtt 
drunkennefle, idleneffe, exactions, unlawful! tranfperrations, ex- 
ceffe of diecr, of apparell, or what ever noted abufe: commands do 
not fo much wher our defires, as forbiddances : what is this bur to | 
baffle and affront thar facred power which is enerufted to govern- 
ment: and to ine our felves not Libertines, bur Licentiate of dif- 
order. Farr, farr is ic from the intentions of the God of order, un- 
der the ftile of libercy to give {cope to thefe unruly humors of -men ; 
the ifflue whereof can be no other then utter confufion:: But if 
any power (befides divine ) in Heaven or Earth fhall challenge to 


.it felf this priviledg, to puta primary, or immediate tic upon the con- 


{cience,fo asit fhould bea fin to difobey that ordinance, becaufe 
gis without relation to the command of the highcft, let it be axathe- 
ma; our hearts have reafon tobe free in-{pight of any fuch Anti- 
chriftian ufurpation, whiles the owner of them hath charged us, 
not to be (thes ) the fervants of men 1 Cor. 7. 23. fo Chrift hath 
laftly freéd us. from the bondage of humane ordinances. Oo 
Lo now ye have {een our Kberation from.a, whole heptarchy ef 

| ee D 2 ; | {piritual 
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{piricuall ryranny ; Stand: {till now awhile, Honourable arid beloved, 
and look back with wondring and rhanktull' eyes upon the infinite: 
mercy of our deliverer 3 fin beguiles us, confcience accuferh us, 
Gods wrath is bent againit us, Sacan tyrannizes over. us, the law 
condenanes us, infolent fuperftition inchralls.us, and now from all 
thefe Chrift hach made us free. How fhould we now erc& alears. 
to our dear Redeemer, and infcribe them Chrifto liberator: ; how 
fhould we from the alrars of our devoted hearts, fendup the holy: 
facrifices of our beft obediences, the {weet incenfe of our perpetuall 
prayers. Obibleffed, Saviour, how fheuld we, how can we enough: 
magnifie thee ; nO nor, though chofe celeftiall Choriflers of chine 
fhould return to bear a part with us in renewing their gloria in excelfis, 
glory toGod on high; Our bodies, our. fouls are too little fur 
thee ; Oh take chine own from us, and give it-to thy felf, who haft- 
bothmade and freedit. To fumme up all then; we are freed 
from the bondage of fin by the: fpirie of Chrift; from an acai-: 
fing confcience by the blood of Chrift, from the wrath of God by- 
faith in Chrift,: from the tyranny of Satan by the victory of Chrift’; ° 
from the curfe of the law by rhe fatisfaftion of Chrift; from the 
Jaw of ceremonies by the confummation of Chrift. from humane 
ordinances by the manumiffion and inftruGtion ‘of Chrift; and now 
ftand faft in all thefe liberties wherewith Chrift hath made you ¢ 

free; And fo.from che liberty, and prerogative , we defcend to 
the maintenance of this liberty, Stand faft. 7 es 

_ Is icany boorto bid aman _ hold faft our once recovered liberty ;- 

— did ye ever hear of a wild bicd thac.once let out of the cage where-- 
in fhe hath been long enclofed would come fluttcring about the 

- wires cogetin again.. Did ye ever fee a flave, thar A his ran- 
fome paid, and his difcharge obrained would:run back and fue for a: 
place in his Gally. Ca(uifts difpute whether a prifoner ( though con- 

_ demned ) may upon breach of prifon efcape ; and the beft rcfolve it~ 
affirmatively; fo Casetan , Soto, Navarre, Lefius, others: Their- 
reafon is ; For that he is not fentenced co: semain voluntarily in 
bonds, but to.be kept fo3 neither is is the dury of the offender ro flay, 
bur of che keeper to hold him there : hence chaines‘and fetters are: 
ordained , where otherwife twifts.of towe were fufficient : bur: 
never any Cafuift doubted, whether a prifoner would be glad tobe. 
free 5 or once well efcaped would or ought to remurne: co. his ~~ 5 

.. . ee that 
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fo prejudiciall an a&. God himfelf hath forbiden to deliver back rhe 
flave that isrun from his Mafter Dent. 23.15. Hagar thouzhr it 
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that {elf love which is engraffed in every breaft will be fure to forbid 


an hard word, Returne to th Miftrefs and be beaten, Gen.16.9. If 


Noabs Dove had nut found more refuge then reftraine in the Ark, I 
doubt whether it had returned with an Oliv e-branch. O then whae 
what ftrange madnefs poffeffeth us chat being ranfomed by the pre- 
cious blood of the Son of God,.paid down for us upon the crofle, we 
fhould again put our neck under the fervile yoke of fin, Satan, Men: 
The two firft (hall go rogerher ; indeed they cannot be fevered ; 
where ever fin is,there is a Divell at the end of its why will wesbe the 
fervants of corruptions, 2 Pet. 2. 19. Servants both by nature, and by 
will : The Philefophers difpute whether there be fervss natura, di- 
vinity defines it‘clearly,ferus eratis peccati,ye were the fervants of fin 5 
Rom. 6. ¥9.thougtnot more by nature then by will ; contrary to 
the civill condition, there ts no eeviende here bue willing. St. Pauls 
thefis, bis fervantsye. are to whem jye obey, istcduced, by our Sa- 
ag to this hvpothefis ; He that doth fis 2s the fervant of fin, 
- Do eh then obey the filthy Iufts of our brutifh fenfuality, how: 
high foever-we look, we are but vaffals: and oar fervitude is fo 
muuch more vile, as our mafter ismore defpicable: A Princes vaffal 
may think himfelf as good as a-popr free-man, bu a flaves flave goes 
inrank witha — is everyone thac endrudgeth himfclf to. 
any known fin. In whofe cyes avile perfon is contemned 5 faith 
the Pfatmift : Avile perfon, who is that ? Be riut deceived, it 1s. 
not the habies char makes man vile, but the conditions. Norags. 


can make the good man other chen glorious ; no robe can make the. 


Icud man other then bafe ; when we fee and hear of high titles,. rich 
coates, antient houfes, long pedegrees, glittering fuites, large re- 
tinues, we honour thefe (and fo we mutt do:) as the jult monuments, 


fiznes, appendatices of civill greatnefs 5 bur ler me tell you withall; — 


the eyes of God, his Saints, and Angels look upon any of you as a 
vile perfon, if his fin be his Mafter : as they fay of Lewis the eleventh, 
that he was the flave of his Phyfitian Corterius,buc a tirant to others; 
fo nothing hinders but that ye may be the commanders of others,and. 
yet (the while ) vaffals ro your own corruptions. Itis the heathen, 


roans quoftion : Bluth, O ye Chriftians, blufh for fhame to hear ir, 


| ‘ChriStian Liberty laid forth. 


An ille msbi liber cut mulier smperat ? Shall he go for a freeman thar 
is a flave to his Curtizan ; that isat che command of her eyes, and 
hangs upon the doom of her variable lips? Shall he go for a free- 
man thacisat the mercy of his aups,whether for mirth or rage ? Shall 
he go for a frec-man that is loaden with ferrers of Gold, mare fervile 
to this mettal, then che Indian rhat gets ir?Shall he go-for a feee-man 
ehat is ever faftned upon the rack of rg or ambition > Hare ‘this - 
condition, O all ye Noble and Generous. Courtiers ; and as ye glory 
soaficct freedom, and {corne nothing fo much as the reputationof 
bafenefs, abherre rhofe fins that have held vou ina miferable.and 
curfed fervitude 5 Stand faft rx she liberty wheremth Chri hab made 

afree,  - na | 
Laft!y what fhould we, or why. do we inthrall our confciences 
to the finfull yoke of rhe corrupt ordinances of men > That which 
the legall ceremonies were to the Jewes, Popith traditions are tous; 
yea more and worfe ; Thofe ceremonies were. prefiourations of 


_ Chrift ro come 5 thefe traditions are defigurations, and deformari+ 


ons of Chritt exhibiced ; Thofe were of Gods prefcribing, thefe of 
that homo delinguentie, as Tertullian conftruesic. That man of fin ; 
fee what a ftile here is, as if he were made all ef impiety, and cor- 
ruption. That which Rebobgam faid of bimfelf, we may jufly bor- 
row here ; The Popes little finger is heavier then /4ofes his loines ; 
From thele fuperfticionsand Antichriftian impofitions Chrift hath 
freed us by the clear light of the glorious Gofpell of bis Son Chrift 
Jefus '; Ob faxd faft now inthe lterty wherewith Chrift. hath made you 
free. Give leave, Ibefeech you, Moft gracious Soveraign, and ye . 
honourable and beloved Chriftians to my juft importunicy 3 if in 
thefe cold, flippery, back-fliding times, I preffe rhis necdfull exhor- 
tation with more then commonvchemence, | - 
* Hath the Gofpell of Chrift freed us from the Idolatrous adoration 
of Daniels Maazim, abreaden God ; and fhall any of us fo farre ab- 
dicate, noe our religion onely, but our reafon 3 aS to creeps crouch, 
and to worfhip ehat which the baker makes a cake, and the Prieft 
-makcsa God ? Cruftum pro Chriffo, as he faid ? Andif J/rael play - 
the harlot, yer Oh why will Judab fin > If che poor feduced fouls of 
forraign fubjects, thar have been invincibly nourfled up: in igno- 
‘rance and fuperftirion ( whofe wofull cafe we do rruly commiferate 
with weeping and bleeding hearts ) be carried hoad-wink’r “2 — 
ee hideous 
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mere cheerfully profc 


your felves, O ye noble and beloved Chriftians, to be rouzed up 
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hideous ina pieties ( which if they had-our eyes, our means they v 


would certainly dereft ) fhell the native fubje@&s of the Defender 
. of Faich, who have becn trained up in foclear a light of rhe Gofpel 


begin to caft wamion eyes upon their glorious tuperftitions ; 
Tt to the lawes of God, and our eraign,throng ro their and 
“ae evotions 2 What fhall we fay Jxcrepa Domine ; Matter re- 


ethem: And ye to whom God hath given grace to {ce and be- . 


wail the lamentable cxorbirances of rheir {uperttitions, fertle your - 


fouls in the noble refolucion of faithfull Fofbua, “J and my bonfe will 
Serve the Lord, Stand faft-in-the liberty wheremsth Chrikt hath imade 

ou free, , ee 
: Hath the Gofpell of God freed us from she — of ftocks, 
and ftones ; fromthe mif-religious iwocation of ‘thofe who we 


' know cannot hear us; from the facrilegions mutilation of che 


bleffed facramenc 3 From che cyranaical u‘urpations of a finfull vice- 


pods From the dangerous relyance upon the inerrable fentence of 


im that cannot fay trues from the idle fears of imaginary Purgato- 
rics ; from buying of pardons, and felling of fins ; fhortly, from 
the whole body of damnable Antichriftiani(me : and thall our un- 
{table mouths now begin to water at the Onions and Garlick of our 
forfaken Egypt; Oh Dear Chriftians, if ye leve your folus', if ye 
fear hell, stand fast in this liberty wherewith Christ hath mace you free: 


What mercy foever may abide well-meaning ignorance, let the wil- — 


fall revolter make account ofdamnation. Icannot without yearn- 
ing of bowels rhink of the dear pzice rhat our holy fore-fachers ftak’s 
down for this liberty of the Gofpel ; no leffe then their beft, and 
laft blood ; And fhall we cheir unthrifty prugeny lavifhic our care- 
lefsly in a willing neglect 5 and either not care to exchange ir for a 
Pee x bondase,or fquander it out in unnceceflary differences? Do 
t caft your eyes back upon the frefh memory of rhofe late flourifh- 
ing times of this goedly kingdome, when pure religion was not. 
fled, then mviolably. maintained: how did 

we then thrive ac home, and triumph abroad > How were we then 
to amate an enemy : But now, fince we have ler fall our firtt love,, 
anf ffered the weak languifhments and qualmes.of che «truth une 
der our hands, I fear and grieve co tell the iffue. Oh chen fuffer 


from: 


‘the rerrour, the envy of Nations? Our name was enough to affright, - 
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from that dull and Icthargick ind fferencie, wherein ye have thus 
Jong flept, and awake-up your holy courages for God, and his fa- 
a truth: And fince we have fo many comfortable and aflured 
ingagements from onr pious Soveraign , Oh let notus be wanting to 
God, to his Majefty, to our elves in our urmoft endeavours of ad- 
vancing the good fucceffe of the blefled Gofpell of Cnrift. Honour 
God with your faithfull, and zealous "profecutions of his holy truth, 
and he fhail honour you : and befides the reftauration of that amtient 
slory to our late-clouded Nation,thall repay our good Offices done ta 
Fis name with an eternal —— of glory in che highe{t heavens ; ta 

the poffeffion whereof;he that hath ordained us,in his good time 

mercifully bring us, -for che fake of the Son of his love 
Jefus Chrift che juft; To whem with the Farher 
and the Holy Ghofk one infinire“ God be gi 
"yen all praife honour and glory new an 

forever, Amex, : 
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God is Light. 


F ye mark it, your very Calender, fo as the wifdom of the 
hurch hath contrived it, is a notable Gatechifm. And 
furely, ifthe plain man would bur ply his, Almanack well, 
that alone would teach him Gofpell enough to fhow him 
the hiftory of his Saviour; If one day teach another, all 
dayes would teach him ; There fhould he -fee his bleffed Saviours 
conception Anruntiated by the Angel. Afarch 25. Fourty weekes 
after tharhe thould fee him born of the Virgin accordingly, at the 
feaft of the Nativity 5 eight dayes. after that circumecifed, on 
New years day 3 then vificed and adored by the Sages, in the Epi- 
phanie ; then prefented into the Temple, on the day of Purifieati- 
on; then tempted and fafting fourty dayes, in Lent ; He -— 
| ae : "fee 
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fee him uther’din by his fore-runner, the holy Bapte(t, {ox Moneths 


before his Nativity ; atrended by his twelve Apoitles in their feve- 
callranks, and Thomas the laft, for hisunbelief = And, at aft. af- 
tcr infinite and beneficial] miracles, he-fhould fee him making his 


. Maundy wich his difciples on the Thurfday, and “crucified on 


Good-Friday 5 she fhould {ee that on Eafter Morning, -Godthe Fas 
ther raifes up bis Son Jefus from the dead CAR, 5.30.) On Af. 
Cention day God the Son mounts - to Heaven in glory, A@.1.9. 
On Hvitfunday God the holy Ghot | 

At. @n' 8.4. And his belief in all thefe fummed Up in the celebra- 


tion of the bleffed Trinity, the Sunday following, 


I hall nor over-labour to reduce the Text to the day ? Fire and. 
light have fo near affinity that they arc {carce ever feparated + The 


fame Spirirof -God who appeared ag this day in the fhape ‘of fieric 


a fongue, and your hearts. In.my laft Sermon at the Court I 


ave you the Charaéter ofman, I thali now indeavour. to ‘give you 
ome touches of the CharaGer of Gods -< * 

There is nothing in this world fo much concerns a man aS to. 
fettle his heare in a right apptchenfidn of his God ; which muft. 
be the ground of all hie piety and devotion ; without which all 
his pretenfes of Religion are {fo nothing worth, as that in them,. 
G: 1s made our. Idoll, and we. the mif-worthippers of. him ;. 


. Without which thortly, onr whole life is mil-{pent in error and ig 
Rorance, and-ends in'4 Mifcrable difcomfore : .Wecnse it, is char 


this deat difciple takes it the fumm of all the A oftolicall miffion, 


Which he had frem His Lord and Saviour, to Informe the World 


wt at to chink of God s This then is the Mmcflage which we have 


Tris not pofible that our nite conceit fhou'd comprehend God 


cflentially, as ke is in tamtelf; No motion: of eur weak Lumanity 


can rhys reach his infinicenels; our ambition mutt be only to conccive. 


; of, 


-> 
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ef him, according to thofe expreffions which he hath made of him- 
felf; wherein ir hath plea‘ed his w:ifdom to condefcend co our 
{hallow capaciry, by borrowing trom thole -ercawures which come 
nearcft to his matt-pure, fimple, {pirituall nature ; Amongft which . 
none is More proper, or more frequent then this of Light ; Nor 
only therc fore hathie pleafed God to exprefle shofe Heavenly fpi- 
ritsof his by the ritle of Angels Incis, Angels of Light; not only 
hath the Son of God, God and man juftificd himfelt Luxe -mundr, 
the Light of the World, bur God abfoluccly, and indiftinet y.in re-— 
4Lpea&.of perfons vouchfaterh to make himfelf known to us by: this 
name, That God ss Light: Hereupon it is, that cven in this fenfe 
the children of God are called the Sons of Light 5 becaufe he ts 
Light, whofe Sons they are; Bue chat of the A:hanafian Crecdis - 
moft pregnant, thar the eternal Son of God, God the Son, is God 
. of God; Lighrof Light: Neither doth our Apoftle here fay, God 
is refembled by Light ; Bur, as our Saviour faid of God, Godis a 
Spirit, fohere, our Apoftle, God rs Light: How then is God Light? 
Far be it from us that according to the flupidity of the Adanichees, 
we fhould take this literally ofa fenfible and materiall Light 5 thac 
is bucacreature, though indeed che firft, and exceeding glorious, 
bur yer a creature, and therefore infinirely below the puriry and 
erfastion of che Creator but fure God -would have us by this to 

eled ro the conceit of the tranfcendent glory of his incompte- 
henfible Deity 3 and would have us when-we think of him to be 
put in mind of admiring an tncreated, immareriall, fuper-intelligible 
-uprizhtneffe ofa glory, fo much above all fpitiwal natures, as the 
Light is above the bodily and vifible ; whereupon it is that when 
the f{pirit of God by his Apoftle defcribes the habitation of God, — 
he dothic in thefe termes thar he dwells ina Light chat nene can 
approach unto 3 and when he defcribes the Heaven of the eledt, he, 7j,. 
calls ic, che inheritance of the Saints in Light 5 fo as whenthar 6. 34, 
_ place of bliffe, and the God whofe prefence makes it, fuch,-come _ 
into our thoughts, we muft elevate our thoughts above this dark Co//f 1. 
{phere of mortaliry ; and reprefent unto our felves a glorious light- 12- 
fomneffe, as much above this materiall Light, as Light is above 
Darknefie ; abandoning that gloomie and bafe opacity of conceit, 
wherewith our carthly mindes are commonly wont to be oycr- 
clouded ; for furcly it ts ecafie and familiar to obférve; that the 
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higher we go, the more Light we fhall find; Inthe cenrer.of the 


Earth there is nothing bur perfeé& darknefle ; nearer the upper re- 
gion of that great body where any overture is made ; there is-a 
kind of imperfeét twilight ; In this lower air there is a better Light, 
bute mixed with foggs and Vapors, In the higher regions, there are 
leffe mifts; and more clearneffe, yet not without fome dimnefs. of 
exhalations ; In the ftarry Heavens, a purer Light, yet not wichott 


- fome eclipfes; In the empyreall, nothing bur pure and perfea 


Light ; juftly cherefore are our hearts life up with our eyes toa con- 
remplation of a Light above thofe Heavens more pure and excel- 
Jene then theirs, Away then. with all dull and darkfome imaginations 
when we addrefle our felves to the throne of Grace 3 and let us . 
adore an infinite Spirit dwelling in an unacceflible Light, atten- 
ded with millions of Angels of Light, and glorified {pirits of his 


 Saints.in a Light unfpeakable and glorious 5 this fhall be the firft 


glimpfe of our inlightned underftanding when we would.comforta- 
Bly appear before God ; In which regard I fear many of us 
Chrifians are much defective in our holy devotions, {peaking unto 
God, and:thinking of him, fukenly and fadly,as-fhut up in fome 
remore and unknown darkneffe on the other fide of the World; 
or at leaft withour the lively apprehenfion of that wonderfull radi- 
ance of glory wherewith he is invefted ; mifconceiving herein of 


_ that Deity whom we implore ; who hathrevealed himfelf unto us 


by the name of Light. 

And furely, as none but an Eagle can luok upon the Light of 
the Sun; fo none bur the confirmed cyes of an illuminated Chri-. 
{tian can behold God in this notion of his-celeftiall {plendor-;: which 
we muft fy labour to attain unto, and fetrle in our minds, as-thar 
we fhould no more think of the bleffed Deity withour the con- 
ceit of an infinite refplendence, then we can open cur eycs at. 
a gs without an incurrence and-admiffion of an ourward: 

iene. | 

Bat this, how. ever rcquifite tobe conceived; and done, is not- 
the main drifrof our Apoftle 3. who goes not abour here fo much 
to make any d: fcription of God, or. prefcription of - the waves of 


our underftanding, or reprefenration of his yeni prefence, as 


carriage before him : Eor fo is the. Light here afirmed of God, as: 


to lay che grounds of our holy difpofition, and pure and Heavenly. 
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tioned with an. intention of drawing in an exhortation co- char 
purity which. we fhould affect and the avoydance of all the 


‘ftate and works ef* fpiriwall darknefs which we fhould abhorre.. 


God then is Light, as in himfelf, fo. in relation to. us3.and this 
predication of Light ferves to inferre our.conformiry to God in 
this behalf: It isnot for us therefore to inquire fp much into 
thofe abfoluze termes wherein God ftands with himfelf, as 
what he is in pattern untous: Thus ishe Light, either qualita- 
tively, or caufatively:;. : | | 
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-the darkne(s is difavowed of him 5 and both of them are men- - 


The Light hath a quality (for it matters not to fearch into 


the effence of ir, and indeed, ic ismore then wecan do:to find it 
out }- of clearnefle, of purity: Of clearnefs for the ufeof mani- 
feftation ; Of purity, anduntaintednefs in refpe& of any mixture 
of corruption 3 In both thefe is God Light. Caufatively in chat 
he isthe Auchour of all Light ; communicating ie to his Creatures 
in-whae kind foever ; not withour reference to the diffufive 


“quality of Light in che illuminating of chis vaft bodv, and dila- 


ting ic felf toall the World in aninftant : In thefe three regards 
therefore.is God Light here 3: 1. Of abfolute clearnefs in his 
infinite knowledg and wifdom. 2. Of exact: purity in the per- 
fed reGtitnde of his will. 3: Of gracious diffufion, in the com- 
municating of himfelf to his Creatures, andto us in fpeciall ; fo, 
as to inlizhten us with competent knowledg in our underftand- 
ing, and fincere difpofition of our will and affections ; And be- 
caufe God is thus Light, all hae will claim to partake of him, 
muft be in their meafure, clear in underftanding, pure in will and 


affections, diffufive of their knowledg and graces to others. 


Thefe three qualicies of clearnefs, purity, diffufion, rogether 
with three anfwerable refleGtions upon us fhall be the matter’ of 
our following difcourfe, and challenge your beft attention, — 

Thofe things which (whether in nature or art) are wont to’ pafs 


for the cariiages of Lighrhave inthem fomerimes, at leaft in re- 


{pect of our fight, fome kind of dimnefs and opacity. The can- 


dle hath his fnuffe, the fire his fmoke, and-blacknefs of indigeftion, - 


the Moon. her fpots, the very Sun ic felf, his Eclipfes 5 Neither is 
it {aid chat God is lightfome, bur light ic -felf inthe abftract , chen 
which nothing. can be convinced. more clear, and . piercing 5 and 


there: 


= 
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thercfore itis purpofely added for:the further. Em phafis, Ja bimes 


no darkneffe; Oh che infinite cleatneffe-of-che Divine knowledg, 
to witch all things lye. open, both patt, prefent, and.to come ; | 
which doth not only reach in one ‘intuition to all ahe actions, moti- - 


_ ons, events of all Creatures that have been, are, fhall be ; but which 


is infinitely more then all thefe, extends. to.the full comprehention 
of himfelf, his whole Divine nature and :cflence 3to which the 
World ( though full of innumerable varieties’) is Icfle chen nothing : 


_ The Sun ts a goodly globe of Light; The-viftble World hath no- 


thing fo glorious, fo fearching 5 and yet chere are many things lye hid 
avithih the bofeme of. the Barth and Sea which his eye never faw, 
siever fhall{ee 5 Neicher can icever fee more then half the World 


at once 5 darknefs the while enwraps the other 5 nor indeed of any 


much Jefler (it round ) body ; And sa itgive light unto orler 
Creatures, yer it gives not light coir felf; hkeas ourcye fees:all e 
rher objegts, burst felfiecannot fees: And chought enlighten. this 
martcriall Heaven both above and below ir felf, as alfo this lower 
Air and Earth, vet the Empyreal Heaven tranfcends the beames of 
it, andis filled wich a more glorious illumination? Bur, God, the 
Light of whom we fpeak, who-isthe Maker of that Sun, fees the 
molt hidden fecrets of Earth and Hells fees all that is done in 
Earth and Heaven at one view 3 fees his moft glorious {elf and 
by his prefence makes Heaven. Moft juftly therefore is God Light, 
by an eminence. 41.2 _ | 

_ Now the reflection of the firft qualiry of Light upon us, muft be 
our clear apprehenfion of God, the VWorld, and our felves ; and by 


_ how much more exact knowledg we fhall attain unto of all thefe, by 


fo much more do we conform our {elves to thar God who is Liskes 


and by how much Iefs we know them, .o much more A pe ry there 


is in us, and fo much lefs fellowfhip have we :with God ; If the eye 
have noc an inward Light in it felf, Jer che Sun fhine never fo bright 
npon it, itis ncverthelefs blind, What are we she better for that 
which is in God, if there be not an inward Lighr in our Souls to an- 
{wor and reccive it? How fhould we love and adore God if we 
know him not ? How fhail we hare and combat the World, if we 
know it not? How fhall we value and demcan our felves, if we 
know not our felves? Surely the want of this Light of knowledge is 
the ground of all chat miferable diforder which we fee daily break 
Ss | forrh 


Divine Light, and Reflections... 39° 
forch ia the affeétions, in the carriages of men. I know che common 
word is, that we are fallen into a knowing age 3 fuch.as whercin 
our {peculative skill is wont to be upbraided tous, in a difgracefull 
_ comparifon of our unan{werable practile ows forward young men 
out-run heir years, & bragg thar there is more weight in the down of | - 
their chins chen in the gray beards of their aged GrandfiressOur artifi- 
cers take upon them tu hold argument with,and perhaps control theit 
Teachers ; neicher is ir any newes for the fhop-board to conreft with 
the {chooles, every not Knight, or Roak only, but Pawn too, can give 
check to a Bifhop 5 The Romifin Church had Jately her Shee-Preach-. 
ers, till Pope Zrsangazo’d them; and our Goflips now at -home,, 
in {tead of dreffes, can tattle of myftcries, and cenfure the Pulpit in. 
ftead of neighbours : Lighe call you chis ? No thefe are fiery Hafhes. 
of conceit, that glance through yain minds.to no. purpole, bar idle 
oftentarion, and {atisfattion of wild humours, -wichour ftabilitv, os 
any available cfficacy to the foul ; Alas we are wife in impertinen- 
cies 5. ignorant in main truths neither doth rhe knowledg of too: 
many go any dceper then the verge of their brains, or the tip of 
their congne : J fear true folid knowlcdg is. not much lefs rare, chen: 
when eur uolett’red Grand-fathers were wont to court God Almighty. 
with falfe Latin in their devotions » For did the true Light fhine in- 
tothe hearts of men inthe knowledg of God, the World, them-- 
felves, how could they, how durft they live thus, Durft the leud’ 
tongues of men tcnd the holy name of God.in peices with oaths 
and blafphemics, if they. knew him to be fodreadtull, fo jaft, as he 
hath revealed himfelf > Durft che crucll oppreffors. of the World: 
grind faces, and cut throats, and fhed bloed like watcr, if they were 
perfwaded that God is a fure ap hie a of their outrages 2 Durft the 
goatifh adulecrer, the {winith drunkard wallow in their beaftly un-- 
cleanneffe , if they knew their is a God to pace them, an Hell to: 
fry in? Darft che rebellious feditionary lift up his hand againfE che. 
Lards Anointed; and that under a colour of religion, if the fool had 
pot faid in-his heart, There # xo God? Could the coverous fool fa- 
admire and adore his red and white Earth? could the ambitious fo: 
dote upon a little vanifhing honour,. asto facrifice ‘his. foul to it, if 
he knew the World 2 could the proud man be fo beforted with felf- 
love, as thar he fees his God in his glafs, ifhe knew himfelf? Surely” 
thes the true Light is as rate asic is precious 5: and ic is as precious 

: as: 
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-asilife irfelf:; veaaslifeercrnall 3 This is eternall life ‘to -know thee , 


Fo-17.3- 


asd whom thou halt fent Fefus Chriff; VWWhat were the World 
without Light, and whar the foul without the Light of knowledg ? 
We condemne Malefaétors to darknefs, chat is one great pare of the 
horrour of their durance 3 and by hew much more haynous their: 
crime is, fo much darker is their dungeon 5 Darknefs of underftand- 
ing thenis punifhment enough alone 3 as icis alfo the entry into 
hell, whichis decribed by-blacknefs of darknefs. None but avage 
‘Creatures delight in darknefs; Man naturally abhorres it in all 
things ; Hour cyes be dim, we call for glaffes, if our houfes be 


dark, we make windows, if the evening grow dark we call for lights, 


and if chofe lighrsburn ditn, we call for {nuffers, and fhall we avoid. 
darknefs in every thing, except our foules, which is our better, and 
mote Divine part? Honourable, and beloved, as we love.and tender 
thofe dear foules of ours, let us labour to furnifh chem with the Light 
of trucand faving knowleds ; What is this Gofpell which fhines 
thus daily and clearly in your faces, bue the Vehiculum lacis the carri- 


. age of that heavenly Light to the Worlds Send forth thy Light 


and thy Truth, faith the Plalmit. ie a peg Truth, faith our Savi- 
our ; that word of truth chen is the body of that Light which God — 
fhowes tomen: Oh leet ic nor fhihe upos us in vain; let us noe 


trample upon the beamsef ttin our floore, as that foolifh woman 


that St. Auftin {peaks of, did to thofe of che Sun, with a Calco ALani- 
chorum Deum, But now, while God gives thefe happy opportunities, 
Jecusenlarge eur hearts to receive it with all joy and thankfulneffe : 
And.if Mofes by conferring with God. bur 40 Dayes ahd Nights 


inthe deliverv of rhe law, had a glorious brightnefle in his face 3 


Oh let. us chat more then fourty years have had converfation with 
Goll in his Gofpell fhine with the refplendent beamesof heaven- 
ly knowledg ; And if the joyes of heaven are defcribed by Lighr, 
furely the more lightfome our foules are here, the nearer t 
come to their bleffedneffe. a is fown form the righteous , faith 
the Pfalmift ; Lotherc is the feed-time of Light, above, is the har- 
veft: Ifthe Light of faving knowledg be fownin our hearts here, 
we fhallbe fure to reap the crop of heavenly glory hereafter. 
And this is the firft qualiry of Light with the reflection of it upon 
us. The next followes which is purity. — ae | 
Of all the vifible. Creatures char God: hath. made, none. is fo 
| pure 
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nefs, bue now. (it is Gods ows phrafe ) Lux estis, ye are Light in the 
Lord, {aith St.. Paul to his Ephefians 5 juftly therefore doth it follow 
‘walk as children of che Light ; In right waycs, with ftraight ftepps : 
‘And furely if God be Light, and we darknefs, what inecreft cart we 
claim in him 2 Fer what communion is there Letwixt Light and darku:fi. 
‘Oh the comforcable and happy condicion then of chofe that are if 


be eee ee 4t 
pure and fimple as che light ; ir difcovers all the foulneffe of the 


“God, theyare ftill in Licht 5 Truly the light is fweet, faith wife Sald- 


mon, and a pleafait thing st is forthe eyes to behold the Sum; As on the 
“contrary it is a wofall and difconfSlare cftate to live in any fin 5 this 


- -Gsno other then tobe dungton’d up in a perpetualt darkneffe ; The 


' Egyptians were evett weary of themfclves fora chree dayes dark- 
| ache show irkforfé Had it been to have: lived: alwayes‘fo ? I have 


Tread a book of one Haitonus a. thonk -of the order of tle Premor- 
. * Krarenfes, a Cozen, as he faies, of the then King of Armenia, wrieren 


fome.349 ¥earsagoe, fer forth by one Nic, Salcon and dedicated. to 
' Dope Clemeat the sth. where with much confidence he affirmes that 
in ates of Georgia rhere waS4 certain province’ called Ham- 
Jen, oF three daies journty aon: {o patpably dark contintialfy, as 


thar 


me 
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chat no man could {ee his hand init ; that the inhabitants of the 


borders of ic might hear many. times in the: woods, the noife of 
men crying, of horfes neighing, .of cocks crowing, but no marrdinft 
venture to go unto it, becaufe he could nor find rhe way our again 5 
which he faies wich much carneftneffe that he {aw 3. Neque Credi- 
diffem; faith he , 2s propriis oculis perfpexif{[em ;. reporuing it to have 
been a miraculous a saben upon fome Perjias perfecutors of the 
Chriftians in that place : 1 lift not to inquire into the likelyhood of 
the ftory 3 it might be fome temporary judgment (as that was upon 
Egypt for'the time ) and now long fince vanifhed ; buc imagine ye 
the truch of thar whichhe dares with fo deep. prorcftations avow § 
and conceive the condicion of all wilfull finners ; who big fhut up 
ina region of thick darknefs ; whence they can no mdre get. our, 
then they can ke capable of any comfort within ; and when they 
have wearied themfelves in thote wrerched mazes of vanity, they 
are fhut up in the utter darkncfle of t:« dreadtut. pie of ieteal 
Death. Oh then thac willing finuers , be they, never fo Bey and’ 
glorious, could bur apprehend the mifery and cone of their own: 


_ eftare in this behalf, certainly jt were enough to make them either 
. Maz’d, or penitent. - what is darkneffe bur a ‘privation of 


_- the fulnefle of joy, then in his abfence is the fulnefle of 


es Now God is Lighe 3 And fin deprives ts. of Gods prefence 
and (huts us out from the face of God and if in, his - ence be 
orrow, and: 


torment 3 neither have the Schools determined amifs, that the 


pain of lofs is more horrible then the pain of fenfe ;.foas thar dark- 


P/-36.20 


nefle which our fia caufeth in the alienation, and’ abferice of the- 
Lighr of Gods countenance is without his great mercy, the begin- 
ning. of an utrer exclufion from the beanficall face ot God, and 
of that urter darkneffe of hell. Forts, as’ we profefle our felves 
the Children of the Light fo let us walk in the Light : And 


what Lightis that2 Thy law 1s 4 Light te my feet, faith boly Davids. - 


Lo this is the Light. wherein we muft. walk. ; thar. fo walking in 
the Light, of his law, we may happily enjoy the light of his counte- 
nance, and may come at the laft to the light of his glory ; fo, in lus. 
‘Light we fballfee-Light. a , | —_ 
This, of the fecond quality of the Light, and the refleétion of ft 5-. 
“The chird and laft followes, Itis this which Learned Eftiw thinks to 
be mainly driven at in this place,, That God is therefore ss 
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caufle he is the Fountain and caufe of Eight to all Creatures char do 


enjoy it; and indeed what Light is there which is not from hin 5 
Naturall, Morall, Divine 2 For the raturall ; Ic was he thar faid, 
Fiat Lux ; Let there be Light ; in the farft day 5 Ic was he char recol- 
leGted that diffufed Light into the body of the Sun in the fourth day; 
that goodly Globe ot Light receives from him thofe beames of 
Light which ir communicates to the Moon, Stars, Skie, and this 
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other inferiour World. Whar Light of intellectuall or merall ’ 


vertue ever fhined in the heart of any man, but from him > 


The Sperit of man 1s the Candle of tke Lord fearching all the inward Prov.2o 
parts of the belly, NWhat Lightof Divine knowledg or holinefle ¢-?7 
'_ ver brake forth upon any Saint or Angel, buc from his bleffed irradia- 


tion, and. Sesein, Juftly therefore is he Pater lumenum the Father of | 
Lights ; and as the child oft-times refembles the Father, this qua- 


lity the Light hath from God , thar it is wondsoufly diffufive of ic 


{elf ; reaching forth it felf largely in very. quick and inftantanie — 


Motions to all thofe things. which are capable of ic; Orher Crea- 
tures, though beneficiall, yet impart themfelves more {paringly un- 


tous: The Earth yields us fruit, bue it is onely perhaps once a. 


car, and chat-not Wichour much coft and angariation, requiring 


~ both our labour, and patience ; The Clouds do fometimes drop fat- 


neffe, bur ac great uncertainties ; other whilesthey pourdown fa- 


- ine upon our heads ; the Sea yieldsus commodities both of paf- 


fase and fuftenance, but not withont inconftancy and delaies and 
oft-times rakes more in an hour then ir gives In an age 3 his favours 


arc locall, his chreats univerfall ; Buc the Light is. bountifall in be=" 
{towing it felf freely with a clear, fafe, unlimited largeffe upon all 


Creatures at once, indifferently, inceffantly, beneficially. 
The reflection of this qualicy = us fhould be our diffufivenefle; 
That we fhould fo be lights, as thac we fhould give light; to have 


lisht in oar felves, that we fhould give ic unto others, The Pro- 


phet Daniel, who was a great Philofopher 8 Aftronomer in his time, 
tells us of a double fhining, or light, The one as of the Firmamenr, 
the other as of rhe Stars ; The one a-generall Light difperfed through 


the whole or body of the Skie, the other a particular one, 


compacted into the bodies of chofe tarry globes which are wont to 
be called the more folid piece of their Orbe ; Thus it is in the A- 


all 


nalogy of the fpiritual] light is a generall Light common to- 
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~ Gods Children ; whereof our Saviour 5 Let jour Light [bine fo before 
mengetbat they may fee your good works and glorify - your father which in. 
Heaven: Thus the great Dottour of the Gentiles exhotts his Philipi- 


f 


Iip.2. Ss that they be Llomelefs and harmeleffe,the Scns of God without rebuke in 
: "P ia the mid of jh ooked and perverfe Generatio, among whom (faich he ) 
ye fine as lights ia the world, | ae 
There is a particular light, propper ‘to feyerail vocations efpeci ally 
thofe chat are publick and encharged with the care of others, whe- 
ther fpiritall, or civill,. ent HE | 
Of che one Ja know what our Saviour {aid in che Mount, os eftie 
- baxe.mundi 3 o 


Exod. Elphim: Gods: $o.as they mauft imérace God in thin to the Worlds 

22. 2% fending forch the rayes. beth of geod example ; and of. fuftice and 

: Judgment into she eyes of chei slight is 
a for them, they are the Vice-gerents of him who is Sof 

Malac. jaflitia, the 

4 2. ~ with their glorious beams, andgive fo much sfore light , as ye 


. Now if he be the Sun, -you great onés are onr Stars, #3 you receive 
. your Lighe from him, the gh of your honour,and good example ,. 
fo whilft you keep the one of them to your felves 5 fo yout com- 
municate the other ro your infertours. And if in prefence has liche 
dit, of extinguifh yours,yet the World affords you darknelé enough 
abroad to (hine in * Oh thine you clearly ia che dark night of ‘thise- 

_ will World, that the beholders may fec and magnify your beste benef, 
and may fay ef one there isa Afars of rroly heroical courage, ehcre 
is the Adercury of found wifdom and leasning; there the Jupiter of 
exemplary honour end magnificence, there thé Phafpbarsa Piety,. 
and ante-hucan devotion 5 and may be accordingly ferfib'e of bene. 
ficiall influences to your Counsry : Far be ir from any of vou to be a: 

~ fatal Sips or Dog-ftar, which when he rifes yiclds perhapsa Jitele 
neediels light, bur wishall burns up the Earth, ‘andinfemes she ayn; 
oe ¢ 3 oa 7 and 


= 
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_purs the World in a miferable combultion ; Far be it from you tobe 


_ difmall and direfull comers, that. portend nothing but horrour and 
death to the earth ; or, if your light be of a lower accegfion 3; far,. 
-. far be ic from you to be any of thole (reas fatet)-thatdo at once af- 


frighe and feduce the poor travailer, and carry him by leud guidance 
into aditch ; Such, fuch, alas chere are: give me leave to complain 
€ where can I do ir becrer then ata Court, the profefled Academy of 
honows ? ) Thar a ftrange kind of loofe debauchedneffe hath poffe(— 
fed too many of che young Gatlants of our time (I fear may take in- 
both fexes ) wich whom -todefty, civility, temperance, fobriery are. 
quite out of fafhion, as if they had been fures of their Grandfires: 


wardrobe. : 


| As for Picty and Godline(s, they are folaidby, as if they. were: 


the caft races of a defpifed frippery. He is no brave Spirit with too 


many that bids nor defiance to good orders, thar revells not: without. 
care, {pends noe withour meafure, talks not without grace, lives 
Hot oo God. Woisme, is this the fruit of fo lonz and clear’ 
a Ligh of the Gofpel ? .Is rhis co have fellowfhip wich the Divine: 
Light 2 Now the God of Heaven be mercifull ro chac Wild and A-- 


theous licencionfnes, wherewith the World is fo miferably over-nin :° 


and ftrike our heares.with a true fence of our grievous provocations of 
his name 3 that our {crious humiliations, may fore-lay his tov-well-- 


deferved judements : In the mean time, if there fhould be any one: 


fitch amon ae per hear me this Day (as commonly they will be- 
be fart 


fure to off from geod courfell ) lee Wife Solomon School 
him for me, — Toung man in thy youth,and let thy beart shear thee: 
x By the dayes of thy Yeuth, ana walk se the wayes of thine heart, and in 

fight of thine eyes, but know thon that for sil thefe things God will bring: 


theeto judement: And ler me add this, ifhebe norfor the light, he | - 
fhall be for the fre ; for che fame Spirit of God, which tells. him 


here that Ged is Light,cells himeHewhere-( which he thall once feel, . 
ghough he will not believe )rhat oar God is 2 confuming fire... 
«Now im the feeond place for.us of the holy Tribe, we are ftars too :: 


Aund if mor Stars, Revel. 1. 16, Yer Candles, Afatth.s5.13..Howevers. 


Lighes we mutt be, and thar bethin Life, and Deétrine : If the firft, . 


there are: ftars of feverail magnitudes , fome goodly and great: 


ones thac move in Orbes of their own; others finall, and fcaree vi-- 


fible ia the Galaxy of the Chnrch, bac. alf-are Stars, and mo Star is- 


with-- 


Sth 


46 Divine, Light, and Reflettions. 
without fome lizht+If barthe Seconds there are large Tapers, and 


a ll 


Ruth-candles, one gives a greater light then.he other, bur all give 
fome : Never ler chem go for either Stars, or Candles chat neichce 
have not give light: And woisme, if the Lighe chat is in-us..be 
darknefs, hew great, how dangerous is that darknefle. Blefled be 
<God, we havea learned, able; and flourifhing Clergy, -as ever rhis 
Churchhad, or (1 chink I may boldly fay ) any other tince the Gof-. 
pel look’r forth into the World ; there have not been clearer Lamps 
in Gods Sanétuary {ince their firft lighting, ‘then our dayes have feen; 
‘yet why fhould we ftick to confeffe that which can ncither be con~ 
cealed, sar denyed,that there are forne among ft fo many whole,wicke . 
ds coo rnuch for their Oyle, yea rather whofe {nuffe is more chen theie 
Light; Imean, whofe offénfive lives fhame their holy Doétrines , 


F dreproach the Glorious Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; thefe as 


we lament, fo wedefire to have cop’r by juft.cenfures ; bur: hear 
you, my werthy brethren, do not you,. where you {ee a thiefe in-tbe 


‘Candle call prefently for an extinguifher: for perfonal faults do 


mot you condemn an holy calling: Oh be you wifely charitable,- and 


_det.us be exemplarily holy. 


Laftly, for you Chriftian hearers ; think not that this Licht may 
be put off co publick and eminent. perfons. only: Each of you muft 
fhine too, at the lealt taxquam faces, Philip. 2. If they be as Cities up- 
an Hill the meaneft of you mug be as Cotrages in a Vally chough not - 
high-built, yet wind-tight, and water tight. 1ftheybe Beacons, 
‘you muft be Lanterns 5° every one nauft both have a light of his own, _ 
and impart it to others. Iris no¢ a charge appropriated to publick 
Teachers that the Apoftle gives to his Hebrewes, Exbort one another. 
dayly while rt 1s called today, least any of you be bardexed through the de- 


Fich. 3. ceitfulnefs of fin, Even che privateft perfon may thine forth in good 


£3. 


Tight others Candle at his, Har 


- counfell: he that is moft obfcure, may, and muft do good works in 


his place, and improve his graces to others good :. Thefe, rhefe, my 
beloved, are the light which we mutt both have and give ; not ta 
have, were to have no tellowfhip with God to have and not to 
Be it werc to ingrofe,. and monopolize grace which God cannot a- 

ide : Hath any of -you ene ? Let him communicate it, and 
any man worldly riches, lec him 
net be Condw burPremus, to degood, aud distribute forget not 3 
Hathany man Zeal? Zeal, I fay, net fury, not frenzy 3 let him 

eee oe | | | - gs Bok 
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not glow only but fhine 5 let him fay wich Jebu, Come fee my Z eal for. 


the Lerd : Hath any man ue piery and devotion ; let him, like a 
flaming brand enkindle the next ; thus, thus fhall we approve our 
felves the Sorts of that infinire and communicative Light ; chus fhall 
we fo have fellowfhip with the God, who-is Light ; thar fhining 


. like him, and from him here in Grace, we may fhine with him here- 


after, above, in everlafting glory which the fame God grant to us: 


for the fake.of the Son of his love, Jefus Chrift the righteous to- 


whom with thee, O God the Facher, and ty bleed Spirit, one in-- 


finite and incomprehenfible Lord, be given praife,honour and gla 
zy now and forever. Amen,. | 3 . 
us a ai ~ Sees us 
| & SERMON 
a: ee | jena _* 
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 EXCETFER | 
"The folemn Day appointed for the ° 
CELEBRATION 


OK THE 


PpACGIFICATION 


Betwixt the Two KINGD OMS., 


eee sae Viz. Septemd, 7,164 «.. pearing 
a By JOS. Exon. 


au peer ee a eo 46.8. - 7 « 

Come, bebold the Works ef the Lord, what Defolations 
- He hath made inthe Earth. He maketh warrsto ceafe 
unto the ends of the Earih,eyc. . - 


MGA T was doubslels pret id end of fomie warr, and 
N18 [eae the renovation of an eftablifhed peace, that this gratula- 
ARS cory Pfalme was penned, atid therefore firs well wich our 
Sa) occafion, My ecxt then is an carneft invitation toa fe- 

| rious and thankfull confideration of the great works of 
God in his contrary proceedings with men ; Defolations of warr and 
reftaurations of Peace : weare called firft to a generall furvay of 


— Gods wonderfull works : and shen toa fpeciall view of the os 


cyesupon this holy objects Solomon the Son interprets his Facer 
. ; : 7 : . e G a . . | Da- 


A ae tance AEA 
of his juftice firlt, ( whar defolatiun he hath made.upon Earth ) 


then of his mercy 5 in compofing all the bufie broils of the World ; 


He maketh wars.to ceafe unte the end of the Earth, Thefe mut - 


be che fubjecé both of our eyes, and of my tengue, and your ears arc. 
this time. - a | ia ° 
We mutt then behold the works of the Lord,but that we may be- 


- hold them we muftcome; and chat we may both come and behold 


them, we are invited to both : Come and behold. We are naturally full 
of diftractions ; ready to mind any thing bur what we fhould ; unlels 
we be called we fhall nor come, and unlefle we come and behold, 
we fhall behold to no purpofe : chat which our Saviour faith of AZar- 
tha is the common a of us all, we are troubled about many things : 
One is carking abour his houfehold affaires, another is bufying his 
thoughts wich his law-fuits , another is racking his mind wich am- 
bitious projects ; another is ftudying which way to be revenged of 
his enemy ; and fome other, perhajs, rather then want work will 
be troubling chemfelves wich mateers of Stare or other mens affaires 
that concern them not, ress bufie Bifhops in other mens dio- 
cels we had need to be call’d off from rhefe vain unmeet 
avocations, ere we offer to behold rhe works of God ; elfe ir will fall 
out with us as it doth ordinarily wich our bodily fight, thae whiles 


we have many objects in our eye we fee nothing difkin&lly act all. A- 


ns therefore with all the diftraftive, yea divulfive thoughts of the 
World ; and let us Come and behold the works of the Lord: as the Vul- 
gar hathic in the next verfe, vacate & videte. Come then from thy 
counting houfe chou from thy fhop-board, thou from thy ftudy, thou 
from chy barr, thou from the field, asd Lebold the works of the Lord. 
Indeed, how can we look befide them? Whar is there that he 
hath not done > What thing isie that he hath not created 3 or whae 
event can befall any of his Creatures which he hath not contrived ? 
Or what aétcan fall from any Creature of his wherein he is nor intcr- 


efted? Soas unleffe we will wilfully fhut our eyes, we canner ‘but 
Zebold the works of the Lord: Buc there is more in this charge then fo 5°. ° 


as thefe works are not meant of che ordinary eccurrents, fo it is not 
a mere fight that is here called for; buc a ferious and fixed-contem- 


— It is not tet”, bue Mir § chat is #0 cru, as I remem- 


“rt Bezadiftinguifhes upon an other occafion ;-a bending of our 


BO | 7 - 
David, Ecclef. 7. 13. Comfider the work of God : This beholding rhere- 


- fmaring or wounding of the foul . bur for the ufe and honour ef the 


fore is with mentall eyes, and not withevery fuddain glance, bur 
with deep confiderations, fo to fee them as both the Hebrew and the 
Englith phrafe elfewhere to lay chem to heart. | 

Wherefore hath God fet us here on this greatftage of the world,bue 
that we fhould be fpectarors of che marvaijous acts chat are here donc. 


z. Surely, they are worth beholding ; for they are all! like his ;,- 


well becoming his infinire power, wi{dom, juftice : So hath God 
done his wondrous works that they ought to be thad in perpetualt 
remembrance : Beaury and excellence is abltra€tive where ever it isz 
There is not one at of cither his creation or adminiftration wherein 


there is not the foorfteps of an omniporence, and an infinity of pro- _ 


vidence ? Every thing works according to his abilisy: As the man 
is, fois his ftrengrh : and as his ftrengeh, fo his a¢tions: Alas, we 
weak creatures produce weak and feeble, and imperfed atts, nci- 
ther can we poffibly do orher's for fuch as the caufe is, fuch muft rhe 
effects needs be «God therefore, whe is all power, jaftice, wifdom, 
goodneffe, muft needs produce acts anfwerable ro fuch an agent : 
therefore behold the morks of the Lerd. | oy 
_ 2, Wherefore were our eyes givenus, but for this very purpofe 
they were not given us for the beholding of vanity ; nor for the en- 


Creatour 5 and whercin is that attained, but in the Leheldsng of the 
works of the Lord: hence mis chat they can behold all things bur 
themfelves 5 and difcern thofe chings worft, which are cloteft to 
them ;. and fee, norby fending forth any vcrtue from: themfelves,, 
buc by mtromitting of rhofe {pecies which are fen nm to them 5 fhort- 


‘Ty, that God who hath made all things for himfelf,harhin the ma- 


king of this moft excellent and ufefull peece had an cye to his own 
glory in our beholding of his works 5; which if we negle&ro do, we 
do, what in us lies, fruftrate Gods purpofe and intention in crea- 


ting them.. 


+ 3, Add to this, chat the Lord delights to have his works beheld . 


for he knowes the excellency and perfcétion of them, and knowes 
thatthe more they are feen and nored, rhe more honour will accrue 
to the Maker of them : like as forhe skilfull -4rtizan ( fome exqui- 
frre Limner or Carver ) when he hath made a Maftcr picce of L.is 


Art, he doth not hide itup in fome darkcorner. where it may_not be 


ran {cen 5: 


: gt 
ita feens tut fers ic forth in the beft light, and rejoycesto have ir feea 

23 and admired : Thus doth the Almighty; when the Creature was 

i firf{ made becaufe there was no other eyes to {ce it, he looks upon 

ict wich great complacency, and. rejoyced in his own handywork 3 Ir. 


oat being the Epiphonema to every days work when he comes to the re- 
et lation of che partiaulanities of his workmanfhip, Aad Ged faw thet st 
oe - vas good;and In a cecapitulation or winding up alls God {aw every thing 


vac that bebad made;and Lebold,tt was very good,Gen.1.31.Butwhen she An- 
At, gels were creared,and faw the glorious handy work of God,they:did 
‘sr Sprefently applaud the marvattous works of their Makeryobes the moxzr- 
we =| Starrs fang together,and all the fons of God {houbed for joy, Job 38. 7. 


sis And when after shat, man was created, he joyned-with thofe glori- 
ig «= OS {pirits in viewing and magnifying che works of his Creatour. 
re And fo he fhould.de. God was well pleafed tharhe fhould do fo. 
ag ‘Alas-we men-who are confcious.to our own infirmity, ler paffe many 
ie things from us which we care not -how little they are viewed and 
al {canned ; for we know there.may be flawes found in our beft per- 
a formances, which at the firlt blu(h.appear nat ; we hear fomctimes 
. a difcourfe, which as tt pafles.chrough-the-earfounds well, and feems 
“9 »  ocarry a good fhowof exquifitenefs, which ificbe fer down and 
ue come to an accurate examination, may be found defective in this 
i point, in chat redundant, here mif-placed, there inconfequent 3 even 


en courfe tapeftry may afarr off (how well ; which when it comcsto be 
Ls clofe viewed difcovers an homcelineffe in -texture and fau'rs enough 
. both in fhapes and colours: Bur as forthe works of God, Jz wif- 
= dom bast t!ou made them all; faith the Prophet: The more they are 
" » fcanned, and eryed the more pure and precious they will appear 3 * 
as and as Solomon exprefles ity Zan fall find nothing after bim, Eccl. 7. 
a4. And the God that knowes this, loves that we fhould in.all hum- 
ble and modeft-diligence {earch into, and bebold his works. | 


4. There.is great reafon that we fhould carefully behold the works 


of the Lord, becaufe none but we can do ic; of fuch infinite variety © 
- of Creatures, there is none buc che rationall and) intelligent, viz. 
oF Angels and men, thay can fo much as take notice of what ‘God 
a hath done, no not of themfelves ; thar fence whereby they are Icd 
se cannot reach fo high asa thought ; what is before them, they fee 
C fo farr as their downward eyes will reach, and make towards that 
. which ferves their appetite, = avoid what they apprel.cnd ried 
= 2 | - uTe 


/ § 
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et ees geese, 
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hure them, bur as for their Maker, or for their own condicion, or 


their fellow Creatures, they are not capable of any glimpfe of know. 
ledg thereof:And even of reafonable Creatures,what a World is there 
that are as infenfible of the works of God as if they were utterly in- 
fenfare ; Pagans, Infidels, Worldlings that are carried by no o- 


ther guide chen mere bruit Creatures are; and affe& no other light 


then chat of fenfe ; Alas, what is ir to them what God doth, or 


_ what he doch not 2 How much then doth it concern us whom God 


hath illuminated with any meafure of knowledg, and furnitht with 
any meafure of grace to be inquifitive into che works of God, and 
‘to give glory to him in all his actions, 

5- This fhall notbe fo much advantage to God. ( alas what can 
we add to the infinite > ) as benefit ro our felves: it is here as with 


_ thofe that dig in fome precious mine, the deeper they go, the richer 


_ divers, yea centrary proceedings of God therein; in the cha 
his favours and judoments 5 Leonfefs there is and may 


'-.. there muftbea compofition in thofe objets of contem pla 


‘tutrsunt, only compounds nourith ; thofe things whic 


i 


they are : hence ic is that the moft contemplative have been noted 
for moft eminent in grace, and furely ir is their faulr if they be nor 
fo ; for they fhould be the beft acquainted with God, and with their 
own dury: fhortly then, feeing the works of God are fo excellent, 
and well-worth beholding 3 fince our eyes were given us for this ufe, 
fince God delights to have his works viewed 3 fince there are fo few 
that are pee of giving this glory to Godsfince in beholding the works 
of God we do moft advantage our felves both in knowledg and holj- 
ancfssletus as‘we are here invited, Come and bebold the works of the Lord, 

His works ; in afl the variety of them; not fome one work; bur 
all; as che works of his creation, fo of his adminiftration too 3. the 


figes of 


ont fome one 
work of God fo marvelous that it is able arid worthy to take up all 


our thoughts ; but we may not fuffer our hearts to dwell in any.one 
work of bis,but inlarge themi to more 3 we may not reft in the con- 
templation of his mercy only but we mutt look to his judgmentsselfe _ 
we fhall grow fecure we may not reft in the view of his judgments 
only without meet glaaces at his’ mercy, els ave hall grow to an 
heartlefle diftruft and defpair ; As we { ay in our pillophy compet 


are merely — 
al!’ matters, 

tion, where. 
by we would feed and: benefit our foules 5 our refolution for ons 
PE gn : thoughts, 


fimple can give no nutrimenr at alls fo it is in {piriew 


XN 


| 
| 


ow, that we may defcend to the particularities ; the Pfalmift 


_ begins at a What defolations, Cc. This is the right method ; 


asin the very being of both, judgment leads the way to mercy ; fo 
in the meditation and view of both: As it wasin the Creation 3 The 


Evening and the Morning were the first day; The darkneffe of the night 


led in the brightnefs of the morning ; and as the Prophets word 
was post tenebras lucem 3 when we are humbled, and aftonifhed wich 
the confideration of Gods vengeance upon finners, then, and nor 
till chen are we meet for the apprehenfions of his wonderfull mer- 


“ies : In this regard ic is truly verified that the fear of the Lord ss the be- 


ginning of wifdom, and his judgments are they hae make him feared ; 
It is the thunder and rain that prepares the hearts of J/rael for Samu- 
els good counfel, x Sam. 12. Itis with the hearts of men as with the 
Earth and the feafons of the fruits chereof-; If there be too much eafe 
in the winter, and the Sun fend forth gleames of heat towards. the 


entrance of the {pring it brings forth the bloffoms haftily, which af- 


ter by later frofts are nipped in the head and mifcarty 5 bueif there 
be kindly frofts and colds atthe firft chat hold in the juice of the 
plants, vas in due time drawn forth by feafonable heates, and 
pro{per ; Firft therefore lerusbe wrought upon by the meditation 
of judgments 5 and then we fhall be fit fe 


‘cations of mercy. | 


We are then here firlt inviced to a Tragicall fight, we are carried 
into the Camera di morte ,to fee the gaftly vifage of deaths, and de- 
folations all the World over, then which nothing can be mote horri- 
ble and dreadfull, you ar2 called out to {ce piles of dead carcafks, 
to fee whole basket fulls of heads as wa's prefented to Jehu s a 


wofull fpeétacle, bur a neceflary one 5 See therefore what defolatians 


the Lord bath wrought ix all the Earth: Defolations by warrs ; how 


or the beneficial] applicati= 
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thoughts, muftbe the fame that the Pfalmifts were for his fong Of 
mercy and judgment will I fing. 


many fields have been drenche with blood, 

compofted with carcaffes ; how many Millions of 
men have been cut off in all ages by the edge of 
the {word 2? Defolations by famine wherein men 
have been forced to make their bodies one anothers 


Sepulchers, and mothers to devoure cheir children — 


ofa {pan long s Defolotions by plague and pefti- 


One would wender thet fo 
miny fhould have had a being 
upon Earth, — 


Our Florignetre'ls us thatin — 


the year 665. there was fo 
gicat a forality.in chis Mand, 
eha¢men runup by troups to 
the cops of the rock s.and cat 
themiclves into the Sea. 
lence 


1 


54 
lence, which bach fwepc away as ouc ory eclls us 800000. ia ane 
‘Ciry : Defolations by inundations of Warcrs, which have covercd 
the faccs of many Regions, and rinfed the Earth of her uncleaa mha- 
-bicants: Defolations by Earch-quakes which have fwallewed up 
whole Giryes, and chote great and populous. -Dclolations wrought 
by the hand of his Angels ; as in Egypt, anthe tenses of the .4Y yri- 
ans, 185000. in onc.night in the camp of Jrael in Davids peftilence; 
‘Defolacions wrought by che hands of men ia Bate ails and amaflactcs 5 
Delolations by Wild-beafts, as in the Golonyes of Afbur planted in 
Samaria : Delolations by che fwarnys:of obnoxious and poylume crea- 
tures, as in Ezypt, and-ince in -Afrzok, Fy fpake the sword, and the 
Grafboppers cume and Caterpillers nnumeralle. Pf, 105. 34. lformuch 
as in che confulfhip of M. Faluiss Flaccus, after the bloody warrs of 
Africk, followed infinite numbersof Locufts, which after devouring 
of all herbs and fraic wereby a fuddain wind hoyfed into the 4frrean 
{ca infection followed upen heir :putrefeGion,and thereupon age- 
nerall mortaliry,in ramcr fourfcore thoufand dyed,upon the Sea cont 
| fee pwixe Carthaze and Uttea above zoovo00, Detolations evcry way 3 
and by what variery-of macans forever, : yer all wrought by the divine 
hand : Wat defalapions be hath wrought 5 whoever be the initrument, 
he is che Author. “This‘is char which ‘God challengeth to himfcH, 
neither will he lofe the glory of thefe great executions.. VV¥e men 
have atule in the courfe ‘of publick adminiftarions, and we think’a 
politick one, that all matters of favour Princes fhould-derive from 
themfelves, ‘but all adts.of harfhneffe and fevericy they fhould put off 
from their perfons to fubordinare agents 3 God will net-ftand- upon 
{uch points, he rather profcflcs tolay claim to all che memorable acts 
of vengeance upon fintull Nations.and People : Ufraels revoir under 
Ferotoamis owned by him in ‘this mcflage to Rebotoams Captains:: 
» Alber ts the rod of his wrath = He flew great Kinis, and overthrew migh- 
ty Kings He biffeth for the Fly of Egy', and for the Bee of Alfyria, Ifay 
7.13. Thos hat fcattered thine enemies abroad with thy mighty arnta, . 
Pf.89. 11. ‘Good reafon that God fhould claim the propricry of 
— thefe A&s; For they are the noble cffedts and proofs ‘of his vindtca- 
tive juftice 3 Jultice renders to all their own: Publick Defolations 
. are due to publick wickedneffcs. And if this fhould not be donc, how 
would:r ap, car thar God rook nutice of the nororions fins of a peo-_ 
ple, or were fenfible of their provocations? As in outward Govern- 
i | mecne 
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ment if there were no Affizes or Sefftons to judg and punith malefa- 


‘Gars how could we chink other buc that all were turned lawlefle, 


and that no refpeét is given to laf or juftice 5 the Wifeman could ob- 
ferve that becaufe judoment is not fpeedily exeeuted upon wicked. 
men, the hearts of men are fer in them to do evil.. Buc furely, if 
ir were not executed ar all, men would ruene Divells : Bue now thas 


God calls finfull Nations to account for their are a by exemplary 


judgments men are ready to fay with the Pfalmit, Dowbrleffe there ts a. 
God that judgeth the Earth, Pf. 58. 18. God will be glorified even for 
hell ic felf Fapbeth es ordamned af old. Ifa. 30. 33. | 

2. Even thefe defolatory judgments are a notable improvement of 
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his mercy : There cannot cafily be a greater proof of his refpettsto. | 


his own, then in{weeping away their enemies. Whieb fmote Egypr 


with their firft born, for bis mercy indureth for ever s mbich overthrew — 


Pharaoh and bis Hoft in the fea, for hts mercy tndureth far ever: which 
(mote great Kings, and flew mighty Kings for bis mercy indureth for every. 
Sibon King of the Amorites, and Oz the King of Bafan, for his mercy in- 


- dureth for ever. Pf. 139 


either is chere.g greater demonftration of hts mercy in his ftrokes. 
then in his warnings ;, for furely God intends by thefe cxamples of 
his juftvengeance, to dererr all others from following the footfteps: 
of thofe wicked men, whom he thus plagues : as good Princes and: 
Maziftrates do fo order their executions chat pana ad paueos, terror.ad’ 
multos: fome may fmarc, all may fear. Ie is excellent and preg-- 
nant which che Apoftle hath, 1 Cor. 10. 11. Now ail thefe thengs bap-- 


pened unto them for enfamples 5, and they are written for our admomtiany. 


_upon whom the ends of the world-are come. Sec I befeech you, God hath. 


further drifts in his executions of judgmenrs then ‘We can imagine 5: | 
he intends chem not only for a¢ts, but patterns 3 he means norfo: 


much ro punifh, as co reach, every judzment ‘tis a. new, leffon,and co 
reach not the next fucceffiuns, bur all gencrations of men to the end: 


of the World’; and if we do nor make’ this ufe uf his terrible procecd- 
ings,. we (hall be much wanting both to him and our felves : and no- 
marvell if we be whipt for dull non-proficients in Gods School # we 


Be nut taughe fear and obedience by his fo many judgments.. 
We need not caft our eyes much back to the view of former-ages: 
(though there we mav meet with worlds of examples ) let us bur 


Fook az the prefent eftate of our: mifcrable neighbourhaod 5 of tke 


woaull: 
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~ -wofull zaines of Germany 5 once and in our time, one of the molt nichy 
and flourithing countrcys of the Chrittian world, famous for goodly : 
Cities, for a plentiful {oyl, for frequence of trafique, for the feat of 
the Empire, .now wafted withthe milcries of a long and cruell wait, 
wallowing in blood, buried in rubbidge and duft: Oh fee the defo- 
lations thar God hath wrought in this part of the earth, and pick out 
of them (as'we well may ) pitty, fear, thankfulnefs, Pitty and juft 
commiferation of the grievous futferings of thar defolate Nation ; fear. 
_ of that juft hand of God which hath thus humbled them, and mighe 
‘no lefs defervedly have fal'n as heavily upon us:thankfulnefs for thofe 
gracious immunities which he hath given us hitherto, from their e-. 
vills ; and mercifull refpices of repentance for thofe fins which have 
called down thefe judgments upon them. 3 | 
_ And thisis che former particular obje&t which thé Pfalmift ‘calls 
our cyes unto’; worthy of our view 3 buc yer not the main and in- 
tended fubjeé of this dayes difcourfe ; rather the other that now. 
followes, the ceffation of armes, and the blefling of peace, He makes 
| Wars to ceafe tn all the world, (oc. however the fight and due medita- 
tion of the miferies of war and the vaftations that follow Upon it ma’ 
ie a good preparative to us for fecting a true value upon the benefit 
of peace. : = * 
‘Forus, Alas, we had rather a chreatning then a fenfe of war, our 
neig-bours entred into our borders not with a.publick denunciation 
-of an offenfive war, but witha profeffion of defence. And if fome 
-blood were mutually fhed, ‘in the paflage it was not out of a profef- 
edly hoftile intention on either part ( which had it been » might eafi- 
ly have proceeded to a far greater flaughter ) bur our of the fuddain 
iy 1 ear of the intervening crofles of each others purpofes : 
Aind if the long abode in thofe our quarters have been not a little 
chargeable tous, yet it hath. been without any violent and blood 
proiccution.on cither part ; and now thanks be to God, they are paf- 
fed away in peace: But even this little glimpfe of a dry war 
1s enough to fhow us the wofull qnifery of a war eet profe- 
_ ‘cured, executed to the height of cruelty ; where there are nothing but. 
intentions of killing, ff poiling, defolation : The anguith of chis very 
_ touch is fufficient to make us fenfible of che torment of the full fhock 
of a deftrutive war : Out of the fenfe whereof let us look at this 
great work of contrary mercy whichis here fer forth unto us: He 
-maketh mars to ceafe unto the ends of the earth, _ ‘Wherein 


~ 
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WVhercin we have-andheimation no Ieffe of the wonder ‘themtké 
dene fit of peace : It is & work of power mixed with mercy thar he /o 
-ef{traines che {pirics of menchat chey are compofed to peace: Deto- 
lation ts nota work of fo much power as peacemaking is ; naturally 
every man hath che feeds of war and qu. rrell fownin his hearr, and 
they are aprtocomeup on every occafion. Through pride men make 
contention, faith Wile Solomon: From whence are- wars among you,.comeé 
‘they not from hence, ‘ever of your Lufts,: that war in your Memters,. faith 
‘St. Fames 4. 1. Lo; the outward wars come from tke inward ; ‘Th.c 
Aunquict thoughts of the heart arifing frem ambition, from malice, 
sand envy, and defire of revenge, are rhofe which are guilty of thefe 
‘general! affrayes-and blaodthe ds of che World 3 and what heart is 
-tree from thefe ? nt bovas naturally hath a tyrant in -his bofome: 
“We dre-all by nature chornes or netees,and cannot be touched with- 
~out fome ftinging or pricking :-when there werebut two Brothers irt 
the World, one of then sles up againft rhe othcr, and dathes -his 
brains out = Surely as-we do all partake of Adam our Grandfather,{6 
'we-have too ach of'our great Uncle,his Eldeft-Son Carr, nagurally 


‘affected to violence & flaughrer: Hence in che nexe/age afrer the de=.,. 


‘luge Wrntrod was 4 mighty buxter,Gen.10. purfaing ttn doubrlefle, no 
‘lefle if his eyranny, then beafts in his game: Andever fince, Lord; 
‘how hath che World been over-run with batrails and murder ! Here 
‘one Prince-findes his Territories roo ftraight,and hath a’minde to eti- 
larve himfelf with the Elbow-room of the neighbouring Region’; 
_ ‘There,another {cornes to be incroached upon by an injurious ufurpati- 
‘én,and repells a leffe violence with a grearer:Here one pretends to the 
title of a Crown, wherein he hath no more intereft then he can hew 
aut with the fwordsThere another under colour of ayd,chrufts himfelf 
..inta that throne which he pret-nded to tuccour:-here one picks 
‘quarrclls wich the defe& of juftice done to his fubje&s, and’ makes 
tude embargoes, and unwarned inroads into the adjoyning Coun- 
‘ary:. Thet'e another takes advantage of the violation of leagues, and - 
coulours his ambition with the fair name of a juft Vindication : Here 
“one, if he ‘can have no other: ground will make religion a ftalking 


‘horfe to his coverous and ambitious intrufion 5 itis LeHum Domini, ‘a - 


facred war that he manages 3 for the reducing of Hercticks to the 
unityof che Church's: of punifhing their petfidjoufneffe ? There, a- 
nother wild plasic‘the Gofpell ayih tie fivorl-pesin amongtt Infidels, 
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and maffacres millions of Indians to make room for Chriftianiry ; Ie 

is arare thing, if where great Spirits, and great power are met ig 
any Prince, he can be content to fir fill, and not break forth inte 
fome notable breaches of publick peace... And where once the fire 
of war is kindled, itis nor eafily quenched, yca it runs asina traya, 
and feeds it felf wich all che combuftible matter it mects withall op 
every fide ; and therefore tis a marveilous work of the power and 
mercy of God, that he makeswar toceafe. And chishe doth, either 
by an over-powering victory,as in the cafe of Hezekiah & Semnacheribs 
which fhould feem to be the drift of this Pfalme, whereof every ‘pal- 
face imports fuch a viétory and triumph as che conquered adverfary 
fhould never be able to recover. Or by tempering. and compofing 
the hearts.ef men, reftraining chem in their.madt-forious catrierc, 
and taming their wild heats of revenge ; and inclining them to termes 

| ofpeace. This isa thing which none but he cando; the hear 
of naan is an unruly and head {trong thing: itis not more clofe ther 
violent 3 as none can know it, fo none can ovcr-rule it, but be 
thac made it; Ip isa rough fea 3 he only can fay’, here thal: thew 
flay chy proud waves: Shortly then, ago peace as the proper 
work of an Almighty and mercifull God: His very title is Deus pacts, 
the God of peace; Rem, 15. 33. and 16. 20, Heb. £3. 20. foas 
this is his peculium: veaicisnot only his, for heywes it; but his, 
for he makes it, J: make peace and create ewall, ithe Lord do all thefe 
Kes, Efa. 45. J. . es. 

That malignant Spiriris in this his profeft oppofire ; thar he is 
the great make-bate of the World; Labouring+to fet all rogetler 
by the cats 3 fowing difcord betwixt Heaven aud Earch , berwixe 

“ene peece of Earrh againft another, Man.againft Man, Nation a- 
gainft Nation ; hence he hath the name of Satan, of “Wm, of Dj- 
abolus 3 of 44ers as whofe whole indeavour'is enmity and de- 
firuction ? Contrarily, the good God of Heaven, whole work ir 
is to deftroy the works of the Devill, is all for peace : be loves peace 

~ hecommands it, he cffcAsit, He maketh warstoceafe. >. . 
This is his work in the kinde ;-and fo.much more his work in the 
extent;To the exd’ of the Earth;by how much more good any work is,. 
by fo much more it is his,and byhow much-mere common any good: 
‘is, byfomuch better it is : “Even the: pax pefloris,-the privare and 
bofome peace of every man with: Limfelf-is his great: and goad: 
= ee - he | work ;. 


fo as the houfe is made if not anhell. for.che time, yet a purgatory 
at the leaft: che peace of the neighbourhood is his, wichcut whom 
there is nuching bur fcolding, brawling, bloodtheds , lawing : chat 


a.Ciryis.at uniryin 1 {elf not divided into fides and fa@tions, 4t-is the 


Lords doing : for many men, many mindes; and every man is 
naturally addicted to his wn opinion ; hence grow daily: ditraStions 
in populous bodies. .  - ea : | 

: ‘Thaca Country,thatc a Nation is. fo, is fo much more his work ag 
there are more heads and hearts to governe: Bur. that one Nation 
{hould be ac unity with another, yea thar all Nations fhould agree 


-apon an univerfall ceflation of ames, and embrace.peace, A domino — 
faium eff voc G ef miradile, ic muft needs be the Lords doing fo 


much more eminently, and it is marveilous in our eyes: Faciam cos it 
gentem unam, was a word fit only for-the mouth of God: who only: 
can reftrain hands, and conjayne hearts, ashere, He maketh wars to 


— €0eafe unto the ends of the Earth, .. | 


Now wherefore ferves all this, bur for the dirc@ion of our re- | 
courfe,for the excitation of our duty gnd immitation ;:for.the chal- 
lenge of our thankfulneffe ? | | 
ein the firft piace, are we troubled with the fears or rumours of 
wars? are we srieved wich the quarrells and diffenfions that we finde 
within the bofome of our own Nation or Church? would we earneft- 
ly defire to finde all differences compofed, and acenftane peace fet- 
Jed among us ?_ we fee wherher:to make our addrefle, evento that 
omntpotcrrGod,who maketh wars to ceale unto the ends of the earth, who 
-Lreaketh the Low, and faappeth the {pear in funder, And furely if ever ° 
‘any Nation had caufe.to complain , in the midft of a publick peace, 
of the danger of private deftractions, and faGious divifions,. ours is 
it 5 wherein] know noc how many uncouch Scéts are farcly rifen 
our of Hell to the difturbance of our wonted peace ; all of them ca- 
-gerly purfuing thcir own various fancies, and opPpofing our formerly 


“received truth: what fhould we do.then burt betake our-felves in our 


earneft 


® 
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earneft fupplications to the Godiof peace, with an Help Lord; ses 


ver ceafing coTolicit him with our prayers, thar he. would be pleafed: 
fo to order the hearts of men; that they might-encline to:an happy 
agreement ; at leaft to a meek ceflation ot thofe unkinde quarrels 


wherewith the Church is chus miferably affli@ed. 


_. Burfecondly, in vain fhall we pray, tt we do nothing : Our pray- 
ers ferve on'y ro-teftifie che truth of our defires 5 and te what purpofe 
fhall we pretend a defire of chat which we indeavour not to effcé = 
That God who makes wars and quarrcls to ceafe, ufeth means-to ac- 
complifh that peace whith he decrees ; And what are thofe means 
but the inclinations, projects, labors of all che well-willers to peace > 
Jc mutt be our care rherefore to immitate, ‘yea to fecond God in this 
great work of peace-making 5; The phrafe isa ftrange bur an em- 
phaticall one that Deborah ules in hérfong 3 Curfe ye Meroz, faid the 
Angel of the Lord, curfe ye sbetterly the txbabstants thereof; becaufe they 
came not to help the-Lord, ta help the Eord again the mighty: Judg. 5. 
23, Lo,. what a word here is, To help the Lord = whar. help-needs . 


the Almighty, or what help can our weakneffe afford to his omnipo- 


- gence ? Yet, when we put our hands tohis, and do thar, as inftra- 


ments, which he, as the authour requires. of us, ‘and works by us ; 


we help that Lord which gives us all the motions both of our wills 
and actions :. fo muft we do in the promating of peace, and the al- 
Jaying of quarrells : when an houfe is on firc we muft every one caft 
in his pail-fyll to che quenching of the flames. It is not enough thae 
we look on harmlcfly wich our hands in our bofomes ; No, we a 


‘to thar buening, which we indcavour not to quench : . 


. We muft contribute our urmoft to the ceflation of thefe {pirituall 
and intelle@uall wars : which fhall be done | 
. 1. By withdrawing the fuell of comention ; mitigating what 


we may the grounds of diffenfion 3. rhofe grounds are the matters 


conttoyerted 3 thefe, our Chriftian charity, and lové of peace will 


_ -ecachus either to.decline,or to abate & leffen by all fair interprerati- 


ons 5 according to that of the blcfled Apoftle, Charity thinks not e- 


all 5 Leareth allthings, believeth all things, bopeth all shan encluretis 
all things, 1 Cor. 18.5.7. So when Jfsacs Servants found the Phil:ftims 
to ftrive with them for their.cwo wells of Efek, and: Sitnab, they did 
not ftand upon points with them , but removed and digged anc- 
‘eher which was out of tke reach of the ftrife,. and called ir. Rebod oth:s, 


os | cee | elbow- 


 @ 


gL 
elbow -room : Gen. 26. 22. And thus the Servants of Jfaas made the 
Piwlistim: quarrels to ie e, though by Abimelecs own confefiion, 
Tfasc was much mightier then bimfelf. Thus when the main difference Gen. 26 
grew berwmt Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe of Afanaffeb,and the 16- 


rett af Zfraelconcerning the altar, beyond jerdan, a fair conftruction, ’ 


(tinted thar firife, which might have embroyled both parts in a 


bloody war. Thus ir was in the Synod of Ephefi, betwixt ovr -_ 


good Bithops Cyilland Theodoret, whole differences had like to have 
pent the Church in pieces, but upon better underftanding were a- 
lay’d : “Fhus ir was in the more gencrall and dangerous quarrell be- 
wit the Eaft and-Weft Churches concerning the vetsene and te 
fubGiftences, and effence in the Trinity, had nor holy Atharafius intcr~ 
pofed, fhowing. them their own, unknown, and unacknowledged 


accordance : would God I could give this phrafe to thefe times : we 


{hould not be in the condicion we are. How many are rather apt to. 


caft oyle:then water upon this flame ; to enlarge rather then heal this. 

wound of the Church 2? : | | 

2. By giving feafonable counfels of peace 3 fo the Father of 
u 


the faithfull ro his nephew, Let there be no contentron Letween me and’ 


thee, and thy herdmen and my berdmen, for we are Eretsven, Gen. 135 . 


8, So Mofes to the contending Jfraelites 5 wherefare fmitest thou thy fel- 
“low, Exod. 2. 12.S0 the wife woman of AZel to Joab : T hon feeke(t to 


destroy a city and a Mother in Ifrael: why wilt thou firallow up the tabert- — 


tance of the Lord 2 3 Sam. 20. 19.So Abner the Sonof Ner, aftcr he 
had fer the ewo armies together by the cares by the pool of Gréeon, 
yet at laft moves for a retreat,calling to Joab whofe men he had: 
challenged 5 Shall the ford devoure for ever, knowelt thea not that rt 
will ke bitternel[e inthe latter end, bow long fall st be then, 2 Sam. 2.26. 
Oh for thefe counfails of peace in thefe diftraéted times 5. how beau- 
sifull would their fect be chat fhould bring thefe glad tidings of peaces 
Alas menvare more ready toclap their hands (as boycs are wont to: 
doin dog-fights) and to {ay Eia Socrates,Eia Zantippe‘How much more 
juttly may we take up thas word of the Plalmift 5 wo ts me that. I 
fujourne 17 Mefech, that I dwell inthe tents of Kedar 3. my foul bath long 
-— “delt with bim-that haterh peace, Lam for peace, but when J fpeak,, they 
— grefor war. Pf. 120. 5; 65 7- 7 
_ -Byoppofing & refraining the knowi make-bates of the Churca 
andState. Lf Cora and his Company. rilesu pagaintt AZifes.and — 
pare er - ed 
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God takes the quarrel] in hand, and they are firallowed up of the earth 3 
If Sheba the Son of Bicri blow a trumpet ef {edition he muft be {pee- 
dily purfued to rhe gates of Aéel,1 Sam. 20. Would God thofe were cut of 
that trouble you, faith the charitable Apoftle : Neither know I whe- 
ther this be a greater act of Juftice or of Mercy : of Juftice, in refpeét 
of the delinquents ;or of mercy to the Church and Common-wealth. 
Wo is me, with what words {hould 1 bewail the dcplurable cftate of 
thefelate times in this behalf; Let me appeal to your own cycs 
and cars; I knowl {peak to judicious Chriftians : Tell me whether 
ever you lived to fee fuch an inundation of libellous fcandalous mali- 
cious pamphic ts as have lately broke in upon us: not only. avaintt 
fome particular perfons which may have been faulty enotigh, bura- 
gaintt the lawfull and cftablifhed government it {clt,. aga:nft the an- 
tient, allowed, legall formes ot divine worfhip. Ccrtainly if we 
love the peace of this Church and kingdome, we cannot but lament, 
and to our power oppofe chefe infolences : If Reformation be che 
thing defired, and atmed at 3 let not that man profper.which doth 
not affeCtic, pray forir, bend his urmoft endcavours ro accomplith 
_ fr, but is this che way to a Chriftian reformation, co raife flanders, 
to broach lying accufations azain{t rhe innocent, co callumniace law- 
full & eftablithed authority? God forbidsthefe are tke acts of him that 
is the man-flayer from che beginning;the holy God. hares to raife his 
‘kingdome by the ayd of the Devill Be as zealous as you will, but be 
withall watt be charitable and endevour to advance good caufes by or 
ly lawfull means:And then let him come within the compafle of this 
Curfe of Meroz, thatis not ready ro affift and {ceond you. 
4. By cherifhing the moderately affc€ted 5 and incouraging thofe 
thar intercede for peaee 3 as thofe who do the moblcft. cffices both 
to the Church and Common-wealth 5 if we meet with a man that 
can truly fay with the woman of Aéel, ego fim ex colentitus pacem ( as 
Tremelivs turnes it) 2. Sam. 20, 20.1 am one of them that are peace- 
able and faithfull in Ifracl ; make much of fuch ; 7o the Counfel 
Lors of peace {hall Le joy, Pro. 12.20. Pray for the peace of Terufa- 
lers (faith the Pfalmitt ) they fhall profper that love thee 3 certainly, rkus 
is thould be ; but alas we are fallen upon times wherein ir is caufe 
enough for a guarrcll to plead for peace ; too well- fulfilling thar of 
the Pialmift ; They fpeak not peace, but they devife deceitfull matters a- 
gaint them that are quiet 12 the Land, Pf. 35,20-Aman in this cafe is 
| like 


ee 


like che fheepheard chat would parc the fray beewixt his swo rams: 
they both met togerher upon his. bones, and fend him halting out 
of the field. The God of peace in hig good time remedy thefe dittem- 
perssbut in the mean time lec us gomforr our felves in the confci- 
ence of our happy indeavours with thar of St. James, The fruits of 
righteoufaefs are {.wn in peace, of them that make peace.’ 1 ames 3..ult™ 
And thus much for our voy’ 4 in feconding and immitaring this act 
of God, im making this ccflation of wars 5. by withdrawing. the 
fuell of contention ; by giving feafonable counfails of peace, by op- 
pofing known make-batcs, by cherifhing the peaceable minded. - 
We defcend.ta our third ufe proper for this dav, which is the 
challenge of our thankfplneffe. And furely, whercfoever God 
vouchfates to beftow this mercy (thar he caufes wars toceafe un- 
to any nation ) he Jooks for no Iefle,and we hall be feulcly ungrate- 
if we difappoint him : whereto we fhall che berter be exciced,. 
if we fhall-confider firft che miferies of war; and chen the benefiss 
andcomforts of peace. The former of tkefe may be ralk’s af). 
bur can riever be thoroughly conceived by any but thofe chat have 
felt them. I could rell you of fieging and famitbing, fackinz, and 
fpoiling, and waew and ravifhing, and burning, of weltring in: 


blood, and a thoufand fuch tragical! calamities of war; but 1 bad 


Yather the {piric of God fhould defcribe them in his own exprefi- 
‘ons$ The Swerd without,and terrour within {ball deftroy Lath the Tounz- mas. 
‘and the ¥ir2in, the fuckling alfo with the Adan of gray hares, Deut. 32.. 
25. And. feremy, Every Cattle of the warriaur ts :with confufed 
aoife , and garments rolled in blood , but. this {hall be with burning, 
and with fuellof fire. Ter.9.5. Not toprcfie thofe paffionate de-- 
{criptions of Efay,and Nabam ; that one of the Prophet -Azariah the 

Son of O¢ed fhall fhutup all. Chro.15. 6. Jn thofe times there was 
wo peace to them that went out, nor to bim® that came in, but: 
great vexations. were upon all the Inhabitants of the Countreys 5. 
and Nation was deftroyed of Nation, and City of City, for God did vex 

them with all adverfity ; Mark but the foot of this report 5. upon the: 


‘mention of war ftraicht it followes, God did vex them with all adven- 


fty 3 furely: there ts no adverfiry incident unto a Creature, which 
doth not inevitably arcend a war: andas all wars are chus wofull: 
and hideous, fo much more the inteftine, and domefticall, thofe 
hat arc raifed ouc of our own bewels,, thefe are beyond all = 

: | ead+ 


ee | 


' dreadtull and horrib!e. As therefore we do in our. ordinary prayets 


pur all thele together (which are the cficcts, and concomitanss 
of war.) From plague, pcftilence and. famine, from .batcail. and 
‘murder, and from fuddain death, good Lord deliver us; {0 good 


rcafon have we to put them into the tenor of our hearty thank(giving, 
that God hath gracioufly delivered us trom the fury. of all thefe, 


i. anthar he caufed wars co ceafe to the ends of our Earth, 


As for the benefits of peace, if we were not cloyed with them by 


their long continuance,we could not but be heartily fenfible of them ; 


and know that all the comforts we enjoy either for Earth, or for 


Heaven, we owe to this unfpeakable bicfling of Peace ; whcreto — 
‘af we add chelate acceffion of further ftrengch by the union of our . 


SS iw: 


Warlick neighbours, and the force of a {trong and inviolable league 


for the perpetuation of our peace and ‘unity, there will need no 


further incitements to a celebration of this day, and to our hearty 
¢hankfulnefs unto the God of peace; who whiles he hath made 
wofull defolations 1x all the Earth befides, yet hath.caufed. wars ro 
ceafe unto our altima the ends of our Earth and hath broken the Low 
and cut the {pear 1n funder : Ob then prayfe the Lerd, O Ferufalem, e fe 
thy God of Sion; for he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates, and Lleffed 
thy children within thee ; He maketh peace within thy borders, and fillet 
thee with the fact of the wheat 3 To that God of all glory peace 
and comfort ; Father, Son, Holy Ghoit, one infinite God.in three 
-moft glorious perfons,be given all praife honour and glory, asis due 
from Heaven and Farth, from Angels and Men, from this time 
forth and forevermore, -4men i. Sake she 
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60. 20 - 
Thou baft alk the Earth to cual thou haft broken its 
heal the breaches thereof; for it foaketh. : 


SISSY BD an implored redreffe.The evill complained of is double s 
ee the concuffion or unfertlement of the ftate of ifrael,and 


the height of na rural! allufions, ferche from thofe great bodies of 
ace Sea,Earth 3 the moft — and noted pieces of — 


the divifion of it; Porit harh been the manner of the: 
aa when they would fpeak high, ro expreffc, fpirituall chings _ 


MAT? Y text I isa complaint, rire 3 éinnieliine of ane~ 
AINA (B vill, anda fui fora remedy: An evill deplored, and 
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Almighty workmanthip. It were to no purpofe to exemplific, 
- where a inftances are a lt ? 5 your Bibles where. you 
-will in all the Sapienciall or Propheticall books, your eyes canner 
look befide them : And thus it is here 5 1 fuppofe né mancan be fo 
weak, as to think Devéd intends here a philofophicall hiftory of 
Earthquakes ; although thefé dreadfull events,’ in their due times, 
and places are worthy of no lefle then a prophets, either notice, or: 
admiration. But here it is not in his way 3Jt isan Analogicalf; mo- 
rall, or policicall Earth-quake that David hear {peaks of, and fo our 
ufuall, and anciene Pfaltet Tranflation takes it well; whiles for 
(YU) che Earth, it reads the Land, by a juft Synecdoche ; and for 
making-the Earth to cremble, reads, moving the Eand ; and for 
broken, reads divided, and for breaches, fores 3 fo-asby comparing 
of both cranflarions, The Eanch is the Land:; the tremblings are rhe 
violent motions of it, whether a gee of action, or paffion, rhe di- 
vifions theredf are breachés, and chofe bréaches:fores, which ‘the 
hand'of God both makes and heals. Shorrly. then, here is fir an 
Earth-quake, . fuch as it is; aly. The effects of that Earth-quake, 
breaches or fores, 3ly. Phe authour of both, Thow bal made the 
Earth to tremble, thow baft broken it. aly. The*remedy of borh,, 
with the ‘ authour of ir; Hésl thow the Sores. or breaches, and 
Laftly, rhe motive of the remedy, for it fbaketh. | 
~ The Text falls into thefe parts fo naturally, that there is none of 
ou who hear me this day, bue were able co divide ic for me; 
which I fhall defire to follow with all perfpicuous brevity, and pro- 
firable enforcement, _ ; 
And firft ; hear and confider that the motionsof the diftempers,  * 
"Or publick’ calamities of States are Earthquakes ;- cicher or Both, 
For this Earthquake is cither out ofa feare or fenfe of ‘judgment - or 
out of the ftrife of contrary affeGations ; the one we maycall a paf+ 
five, che other an active Earth+quake ; Earth-quakes we know, are 
Atrange and unnaturall things ;. There isno pare of all Gods great 
Creation fave the Earth, that is ordained. for reft.; and ftabiliy $ 
_ The waters are in perpetuall, agitation of flux and refluxes ;- even 
when no wind ftirs they have their neap, and {pring tides. | 
| The air. cannor ftand ftill, whiles the Heavens whirle about. 
_ The Heavens or any part of them never. ftood ftill, but onec, fince 
they were made ; buc the Earth was made for fixedneffe, and f{tabili- 
- : . ty: 


_ the fhakings of our Earth. * So God 


iar i 
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en _ soe en 
ty: Hace ye find fo oft mention of the foundations of the Batch 5. 
and the file of it is, nefcra movert, the Earth that cannot be moved 5 


and char ftands faft for ever ; And therefore for the Earthto move, 


it isno leffe prodigie then for che Heavens to ftand ftill. Neither is 

it more rare chen formidable ; If we fhould fee the Heavens ftand 

{till bue one houre, we fhould ( as we well might) expcé a diffo- 
lution of alt things : neither hath it leffe horrour in it to feel the 

Earth ftagger wnder us. Whofe hair doth nor ftart up at this tre- 
pidationsand che more 2 man knowes,the more is his aftonifhmene, 

He bangeth the Earth upon nothing, faith, Job. For a man to feel the 

Earth thar hangs upon norhing (but as fome vatt ball yi the midit 4% 26. 
ofa thin yiclding air ) rorcer under him, how can his foul choofe ” 

but be poffeffed with a fecret fright and confufion?Me thinks, I trem- 


‘ble but co chink of fucha trembling. ; 


Such are the diftempers and publick calamities of States, though 
even of particular Kingdoms 5 bur fo much more as they are aiore 


-univerfall ; they are boch unnaturall and dreadfull. They are poli- 


tickly unnaturall ; For as the end of all motion is reft, fo the end 
of all civill and {pirituall agitations is peace and {ettledneffe. The very 
name of a State implies fo much 3 which is we know 4 ffando, from 
ftanding, and not from moving 3 Tbe man riding upon the red Horfe 


pm? 


which flood upon the myrtle trees, Zachar. 1. 11. defcribes the condicion ‘ 


of a peacefull government 3 Bebeld allthe Earth fitteth ftill, and is at 

refizand Micab, They fball fit Hill every man under lis Uine and figtree, yy.» 
and none {hall make them afraid. Particular tpcns affayres are like they, 
Clouds, publick government is as the Eartl; The Clouds are al- 


_Wayes in motion, ir were ftrange for anv of them to ftand {till in 


ene point of the air; fo it were to {ee private mcns_ occafions void ” 


of fome movings of quarrells or change; the publickState is,or fhould 
- be asthe Eartha great and folid body, whofe chief praifc is {etrled- 
' neffe and confiftence : Now therefore when publick ftirs and tu- 


mults arife in a well ordered Church or Common-wealth, the State 


, . iS oucof the focker, or when common calamities of war, famine, 
~ peftilence feize upon it, then the hearts of men quake and fhiver 

‘within them 5 then is our prophets Eareh-quake which is here {po- 
— ken of: Thou baft made.the Earth totremtle. 


To begin with the paffive motions of publick calamitics ; they are 
-intendsthem, fo muft we ac- 


count 
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count them, and make ufe of rhem accordingly: what are we, }- 


mean all the vifible pare of us, bur a peece of Earth? befides therefore 
that magneticall vertue which ts operative upon all the parts of. it, 
why fhould, or can a piece ftand ftill, when rhe whole moverh 2 
. Denominations are wont to be not from tke greater but the better 
part sand the beft part of this Barchen World ts man ; and therefore 
when men are moved, we fay the Eartlris fo,and when the Earth ina 
generfliry is chus moved, good reafon we fhanld be fo alfo : we muft _ 
tremble theref ore,when God makes the Earth to do fo.. What thalk 
we fay then to thofe obdured hearts,which are nowhir affc&ed with 
Publick evils, Surely he were a bold man that cculd fleep whiles the 
Earth rocks him,and fo were he shat waar himfelf to a ftupid fe- 
curiey when he feels any vehement concuflations of government, of 
publick hand of Gods afflictive judgment Bue it falls out too ufually, 
chat as the Philofopher faid in matter-of affaires, fo it isin matrer of 
calamieies,Communta negliguntur.Mien are like Fonas in the ftorm,fleep 
it our,though it mainly‘concern them:furely,befides thar we are men, 
bound up each in his own skin, we are limbs of a community ; and 
thar body. is no leffe intire, and confiftent of all his. members then 
this naturall ; and no leffe fenfible fhould we be of any evil! that af- 
flicts ic; If bue che leaftroe doache, the head fecls ic; bur if the 
whole body be in pain much more do both head and feet fecle ir. 
Tell me, can it be that in a common Earth-quake anv ‘houfe can be 
free, or isthe danger leffe becaufe the neighbours roofes rattle allo > 


Yet too many men, becanfe they fuffer not alone, neicher are fingled 


ouc for Vengeance, are infenfible of Gods hand: Surely fuch men as 
cannot be fhaken with Gods judgment are fit for the center, the 
loweft pares of the Earth, where there tsa conftant and eternal! un- 


~ xeft, not for the farface of it which looks cowards an Heaven, where 


are interchanges of good and evil. 

Ir is notable and pregnant whichthe prophet Efay hath, hear it 
all ye fecure hearts, and tremble. Js that day did the Lord of Hojts- 
call to weeping, and mourning, and baldneffe, and girding with facke loth, 
and behold joy and gladneffe, flaying of Ossen, and killing of Sheep, eating — 
Fle(h, -and drinking Wine; And what of that ? Surely this iniquity fhall 
not Le purged till you die, faith the Lord God of Hofts. What fhall 
we fay to this, honourable and beloved 3. wherefore hath God given. 
ws Lis good creatures, but that we fhould injoy them ? age 
aero 2 a 0ie= 
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Solomon tell us there is nothing Letter then that a man [bould Eat, and. 


Drink, and make his foule injoy good ix bis labour. Eccles. 2. 24. And 
why is God fo incenfed againft Ifrael for doing what he allowes. 
them > Know then that it is not the act bur the time chat God 
ftands upon. Very unfeafonablenefs is criminal], here and now com- 


forts are fins'; to be joviall when God calls to mourning, to. 


_ glut our maw when he calls to fafting, ro glite¢r when he would have 

us fackcluth’d and fqualid, he hacesicto the death; here we may 
fay with Solomon, Of laughter thou art mad, and of mirth what 15 this 
thow doeft-? He grudges not our modcrate, and feafonable julities, 
thereisan Ope-tyde by his allowance, as well as a Lent. Go thy. 
wayes ; Eat thy Bread with joy,and drink thy wine with a merry heart, for 


now God accepteth thy work. Lo Gods accepration is warrant enough — 


- for our mirth : Now may his faints rejoyce, and fing, but there is 2: 
time to mourne, and a time todaunce. Ir wasa {trange word that 
God had to the Prophet Ezekiel, that he would take away from hinr 
his wife, the comfort of his life,and vet he mutt not mourne,but fure- 


ly when he but threats to take away from us the publick comforts of . 


‘our peace, and common welfare ; he would have us weep out our 
eyes: and doth no leffe hare chat our hearts thould be quiet withir 


us, then he hares that we {hould give him fo juft caufe of our difquicr. 


Here the Prophet can cry out, Quis dabit capite meo aquas > And how 


doth che mournfull prophet now pour ont himfclf into Lamentatiofis, 


How hath the Lora covered the donahter of Sion with acloud imbis angers 
ard caft down from beavento the earth the Leasty of Ifrael. Lament. 2.1. 
Oh chat our hearts could rive in (under acbur the dangcrs of thofe 


publick Judgments which we have too well deferved 3 and be lefle 


3 : : 
fenfble of our private concernments; then fhould we make a right ufe 


of that dreadfull hand of God, of whom our prophet here, thou bat 
made the Earth to tremble. | i a 

This for the paffive Earth: quake of publick calamities 5 now for- 
the active of mublick ftirsand eumules 3. with rhefe the land is moved 
too ; and this quaking is fo much more unnatural for that men are 
here the Hae 599 troublers of chemfelvcs, whereas in the other 
they are moved by the immediate hand of God : And here alas,whar 
fall we fay to thofe men that rake pleafure in the embroy-ing of 
Scares > that wich Nero can fing to fee the City on fire, that love ro: 
daunce’ upon a. quaking earth:¥ca that affect to be actors in = _ 

3 | indly 


ih: cadens 


The Mifchief of Fa€tion, 


kindly motitations. That great Mathematician braggart could vainly 
fay, give mea place wnere to fet my. foo, and I- will move 
the earthsthat which that proud Engineer would do by Art, thefe 
men will do by wickednefs, chat and more, for they willbe moving 
that carch which they cannot buctreadupon.l remember-Georgias A- 
@ricola(who when I was a young man was noted for the moft accurate 
obferver of thefe under ground fecrets’ of nature ) rells‘us moft 
probably,t hat the fecondary and immediate caufe of an Earth-quake 
1s acertain fubterrancous fire kindled of fome fulpkureous matter 
within the bowels of that vaft body,and increafed by the refiftance - 
of the ambient coldneffe, the paflages whereof being prechided and 
blocked up by the folid and cold matter of the earth, ir rages, and 
oars, within thofe dark hollowes, and by the violence of it, as 
‘murmuring to be thus forceably imprifoned,(hakes the parts about it, 
and at laft makes way by fome dreadfull Vefsvzan-like eruption : Such 
15 the mif-kindled heat of fome vetement {pirits : this, when it lights 
upon fome carthy,proud, fullen,head-ftrong difpefition, and findes it 
. {elf croffed by an authoritative refiltance, growes defperately unruly; 
and in amad indignation to be fuppreffed is ready to fhake the very 
foundations of government 3 pe at laft breaks forthinto fome dan- 
~ gerousrupture, whether in Church or State: Let no man thinkI 
tend to ftrike at a wife, hoiv, well-govern’d zcal; no, I kugge 
this in my bofome, as the lively cemper of grace, -as the very vitall 
{pirits of religion; I wifh there were more of that in the World; ~ 
I {peak of the unruly diftempers of male-contented perfons, and of 
the furies of Anabaptifm and Separation. Lee fuch men.think what 
they will of themfelves, Solomon tas paft his doom upon them, Prov. 
6.14. Homo nequam mifcet contentioxes, as Tremelius turnes it : He is 
no better chen a wicked man thac hatcheth diviftons ; how ever they. 
. may fleight this contentious humour, I dare confidently fay, a private. 
murdercr fhall make an eafyer anfwer then a publick difturber, even 
Apoftolicall charity can with, would to God they were cut off that trout le 
you, And more then fo, whercas they would norbe more ftirring 
— then their neighbours, if they did nor: think themfclves wifer, he 
that is wifer then they givesthem their own. Jt is an bovour for « 
manto ceafe from firife, but every fool willle medling, Prov. 30. 3. So 
then a quarrelfome man ina parith, efpecially if he have gotten a 
little {mattering uf law, is like a cholick in the gues, that teares, and 
eg wrings, 
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wrings, and corments a whole.cownfhip ;bur a Seditionary ina Stare, | 


or a Schi{matick in the Church is like a fulpkureous ficry Vapour in 
the bowels of the Earth, able to make that {table element rcele a- 
gain 3 worfe then that Monftcr of Tyrants, who could fay, 


iyou Sartor yam wsxdve mes s when Lam dead. Lee Earth and fre jumble. 


rogether ; bur this man fayes # ¢e"«; Let me live to {ce the 


carth totter, and with that fhaking rorne and divided 5 which is. 
the ufuall effe& of the Earth-quake, and the fecond head of our in- — 


tended difcourfe 5 Thou haft broken or divided it: 

I come not hither to aftonifh you wich the relation of the fear- 
full effeéts which Earth-quakes have produced in all ages, asic were 
, eafyto do out of hiftories and Philofophical difcourfes + whcre you: 


may. {ce Rocks torne in pieces, Mountains not caft down only bur. ° 


removed,: Hills raifed not out of Vallies only, bur our of Sea:, Firs 

breaking our of Warers, Stones and Cind. 

_ changed, Seas diflodged , Earth opening, Towns {wallowed up, 
and many other fuch hideous events : Of which Kind our own mc- 


crs belched up, Rivers. 


mory can furnifh us with too many at home 3. although thefe colder. 


climates are more rarely infefted with fuch affrightfull accidents... 


It is more propcrly in my way to fhew yourthe parallel! cfft As of the 
diftempers and calamities in States, and: Churches. To begin 
therefore with rhe a@tive breaches ; whom fhould I rather inftance- 
in, then that wofull heart-burning of Corab the, Son of Leu, and: 
of Dathan, and Atiram, the Sons of Reuten? No fooncr were 
they enflamed with an envious rage againft Mofes and -Aaron,. then: 


o 
draw with them all the Congregation of Ifracl tothe door of. the 
"Fabernacle of the Congregation ; Whar isthe Iffue ; After 44- 
fes his proclamation the people withdraws from their rents, the carth: 
opens her mouth, fwallows up Corab and: his Company ,. withall, 
that pertained to them, and they go down quick into the pit. Whar 
a fhrick do you think there was, when Ci soa themfelves fink-- 
ing into that dreadfull gulfe ; a3 for the 250, Reubenites , fire came 
out from the Lord and confumed them :- Lo ,. the. two terrible ef- 
feats even of materiall Earth-quakes, opening and burning, which 
- we thall find fpiritually happening in all commotions. of this na-- 
wire, Look arthe rebellion of Jeroboam ; the male-contented = 
: | titude. 


2 é o. Princes of the Affembly, famousin the Congregation, men: 
renown,tife up in the mutiny againft cheir Governours ;-and thefe. 
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titide when their peticion {peeds nor, cries Out, Hat portion have we 
in Dayid, neither have we inheritance inthe Son of Fel[e, ta your temts O. 


Lfrael, look to thine own boufe, David; WWhatwas the cfic& ? Lfrael 
departed to their tents; only Juda fluck to Reboboam, there is the 


divifion: The ftones fly aboug the ears of Adoram, and become his. 


fuddain Tomb, and drive their Lcige Soveraign to his chariot ; there 
is the fire of violence. ? 


So 


So upon the harth proceeding of Jznecent rhe qth.againt Frederick © 


the Empcrour 3 A4axima partialitas populorum [ulfecuta eft, as Trite- 
miué tells.us ; There was {uch a divrfion of rhe people as lafted in 


the computation of thar Auchor no leffe then: 260..yeats : noc. 
without the effufion of much blood ; thafe which took the Popes. 


_ pare were called Guelfes, chofe which took the Emperours, Gitelliness 
here «was «2 indeed with this Roman Earth-quake. What 


fhould I overlay you with inftances, “Will ye fee the like effeéts in. 
~ the Church? I could rell you of thofe Eaftern Earth-quakes caufed. 
by che Arrians, Donarifts, Ciraumcellians ; of thofe of Provme,. 
and the bordering parts,wherein fo many thoufand honcft and inof+- 


fenfive Albigenfes were overwhelmed. I could tell you of the Ps- 
rifian maflacres, and many other fuch tragicall acts; take thar one 
whereof Ayza‘w himfelf can tell you; Pope #rban the 6th, coming 
to his Epifcopall chair would be correcting the loofe manners of 


the Cardinalls, they impatient of his reformation few out to Ana-: 


gina, chofe and fer up another for an Anti-pope Clement, 7th. and 


thereupon persiciofifimum fclufma, amok pernicious {chifme arufe ,: 
which could norbe ftiated of 36. years, or as Fafciculus temporuns. 


fayes, of 40. ycars3 in all which time faich he, even the moft Iearn- 


ed, and confcientious men knew not who was the tue Bifhop of. 
Rome, cum graus (candalo totius Cheri, & grand jafura Animarum. In 
the mean time what wofull work do you think there was, whac dif-: 


contented murmurs, what roaring of Bulls, what flafhes of reci- 
_procall anarhema’s, what furious fide-rakings, what plots, whae 
bloodfheds ? 7 i a a 


' Here utc home what deadly divitions have uur inteftine Earth-’ 
quakes brought forth, how have whole fields, whole Countries: 


been fwallowed up wich the. unhappily raifed Barons wars, with 
the fatall quarrcils of che two Rofes. Bleffed be God, our land hath 


"had reft for many years, ever:fince that happy and aufpicious unjon, 
| y eae and 
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royall line in whom they are united, I fay we have hada long and 


happy peace, alchough perhaps it is no thank to fome body : for had 


thar. {ulphureous mine taken fire(as it was very near ic ). this State in 
all likelyhood had nor been fhaken only, but quite blowen up 3 thofe 
goodly piles and therein'the Monuments of ancient Kings had been, 
rogether with the yet ftirring Iimbes of dying Princes, buried in 
their own ruine, and rubbith ; Dew omen. = oo 

_ Ie isadangerous thing ( honourable and beloved )-for a man to 
give way toa fecret difconrentment, or to che firft offers of {edi- 
tion: Curfe not the King no kot 1n thy thought, Curfe not the Rich tn thy 
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_ and bleffings, and peace be. ever upon that gracious head, and 


Bed-chamber, Eccles. 10. ult. That great Lawycr faid well, if Trea< 


fon could be difcovered bur in the heart, it were worthy to be puni- 
fhed with death: For how ever — and force-lefle thefe begin- 
nings may feem,they bring forth at laft no leffe chen publique’ di- 
firattion, and utter fubverfion ; what a poor defpicable beginning 
had the a » two Brothers in Barbary, who defired nothing of 
their Facher 

fhifr to over-run the rwo Kingdomes of Fez and MMorotco: what a 
{ma'l fnow-ball was that which curfed Afabomet began to. roll, 


_ which fince hach covered all the vallies, yea and Mouncaines of che: 


Eaft ; whaca poor matter is a {park lighting on the tirider, and 
yielding a dim blew light upon the match; yet if once it hath 
licht the candle, it foon kindles a fire able co burn a World; yea, 
what can be leffe confiderable chen a litle warm Vapour fuming up 


out, it had vanifhed alone without noife or notice; bur now the in- 
clofure heightens the heat, and the refifting cold doubles it, and 
now it having gathered head, gh fo unruly, that ic makes the 
Earth to tremble ac the fury of tr, and rears up. Rocks, and Moun- 
raines before it in making vent for it felf : Of this nature is a muti~ 
nous fpiric ; he needs no other incentive then his own difpofition ; 
and by that alone, inraged with oppofition,ts able to inflame a world: 


ta Drum and an Enfigne, buc wich them they made | 


“in fome obfcure cell of the Barth ; had ic had bur the leaft breathing — 


fo wile Solomon, As coales are to burning coales, and wood to fire; fots . 


a contentious manto kindle fleife, Prov. 26. 21. It hath been alwayes 
therefore the wifdom of Churches and States by an early fuppreffi- 
onto prevent the gathering of thefe hot and headftrong Vapours, 


a 


by the power of good lawes, — executions, and fo they eee 
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~ do ftill ; if they defire to have peace. Lf we wouldhave our Earth - 
ftand {till we muft noc ftand ftill, buc mutt. feafonably with all. 
fpeedy Vigilancy, difperfe thofe unquict, and turbulent fumes which - 
rife up init; But forafmuch as thefe mifchiefs are firft hatchet within, |. 
‘and notice cannot be taken of them nil they have got a dangerous 
“head, fince no man keeps the Key of a mans.own heaet but himfelf, . 
_ the true way of a perfect prevention is for men ‘to work upon their 
own fouls in fecret, to fupprefs the firft rifing of: male-contented, . 
and mutinous theughrs in their own brefts, to fercle in chemfelves a : 
true valuation of peace., and-a juft fenfe of the.nrifchiefsiof conten> 
tions. How have we.feen Churches, and States like.a dry‘unli«. 
quor’d Coach fer chemfelvés-on fire with their own motion? How | 
have we feen good timber roteed with bue the droppings ef a {mall 
chink ? Yea how have we {cen goodly (hips finking with bat aleak 5 . 
Ir was.awife obfervation of Evafmas 5 funt que negleta non ledunt ; ex- 
agitata graves fufcitantiragedia.; There are things which de:no hure. 
to be Iet alone , bur when they are urg’d breed. no. {mall ftirs, Ie - 
was an .ablur’d and ridiculous miftake of the valgar Tranflation of . ~ 


thar Lud. 15. as Salneron- himfelf obferves in. his prolegemena's A1y-. 
her perdidit.drachmum, accendyt lecernmm G. .cuertit domum, inftead of 
everrit, The. Woman loft her grear,: lighted a candle, and -‘over- - 
threw.the houfe, infttad uf fweeping : See. how one fecrer’ may - 
marre afenfe : but truly fo iris; Mamya one inbur the feckingof 2. | 
forry groat, lights the candle, and: fers the houfeon fires would to 
God we had-not-toa much experience .of this mifchief 3 No ke fle: 
miftaken, but te beteer purpofe, ts char Pfal. 10%. 4. wheré they. 
. Yead Effufa eff soatentio faper principes 5 whereas the tue word is ef. 
fufa eft contemptio; He powreth contempt upon Princes, sae ac” 

 Apollinaris , or. as-the Septuagent imo. The morall may be 
too, goed, “Where there are quarrells and. contchtions, there will - 
foon be. contempt, fhame, Annililation : Jt was our Saviours word, 
An keufe divided cannot Hagd : If this then be a fearful judgmenr, 
whichis here fpecified, that there is a divifion: of the Land, Lér - 
_ cur-hearts abhorr to be gitilty of bringing x upon one felves 5 wo be . 

_ to thofe by whom tke offence cometh; Ezeland had'wont tobe 4-. 
Shia, quai 4», -a5 Caparave derives it, sates gloricfat Sowe found: 
itin che b'effed times of ourlong peace, and fo let usteaveitto rhe. 
ficcceding gererasions, Far be in asthatwhiih Paarl (peaks; 
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follow his own ftomack, and his own b-ain. Away with a ie 


humeurs of contention if-we love dur felves, our Land, our Church, 


Letus as che Apoftles charges, -ftudy to be qazer. Thus much for che’ 
active breaches ; Fhe paflive breaches which follow upen chofe 


_Earth-quakes of judgment are thofe gricvous Waftations which have 
followed upon che publick calamities of any Nation; for thefe are 


called Breaches too, as Perez: Vzzabs ‘and the hand upon the walt 


wrote Baltazars Upharfin, If the Earth could quiver only for a’ time; 
-and ceafe again withour anyfenfible breach, ir were no great mat- 


cer 3 but as chere ts nothunder tn the cloud without an eruption of 
lightning, fo there is‘no ey lightly withour fome fearfu't 

yd never return empry handed; they 
{ti}! bring what chey were fent for, Thole three great executioners 


-of God, fword, famine, peftilence, what wofull havock have they 
‘made in the World? I could fhow yow very wide breaches that 


thefe have made wherefoever they have comes eould tell you ote of 
Fofephus of fo many Fewes flaughtcred at Hierufaleye & the bordering 
parts, pat would wonder the World fhonld yield fo many men, 
4 could ref] you of Eighteen Inidred chotfand in one Year fwepr a- 


_ way (asir isfaid) ‘in one City, Care, with the peftilence ; what 


‘need I travel fo far off when we have fomany- and miferable inftan- 


“ces neater’home ; Herein Englayd, as our, Florileges or Matthew of 
-Weflminffer rellsus, in the Year 665, there was fo great a mortality 


‘that men runup by troups to the rocks, and caft themifelves into hé 
Sea. Do bat look back, and recolle& chofe bills of death which in 


-our two laft heavy vifitations aftonifhed the preffe ; Do bur look. 
‘abont at both Germanies and their bordering netgtbourhood, and fee 


‘what gaps the {word hath made in thofe yet bleeditic territories : 
*Oh the wofull breaches that have followed thefe lare Earch-quakes 
of Chriftendome ; the very examples whereof one would think 
fhould be enough’ to reach us both fear and thankfulneffe ; when 
“the I(raelites round about {aw Corah and his company: devoured of 
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of his ciency. Omnes faum Homachum fequntar 5 chat every man fhould 


the Earth, they run away ac the cry of them, and faid left the. - 


Earth fwaltow us up alfo. 


~ Icannor blame them, they had reafon 3 the fame jawes of the | 


“Earth might have yawned wider, and taken them in too. ‘So let us 
‘do (‘Honourable and beloved’. yea why fhould nor the care of 
- K2. 


our 
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~* ‘gur.own fafety prevail fo far wich us, :as.o force us, ‘ fince we fee the 
Jamentable breaches that are made in ouy neighbour Nations, to run 
away trembling from this gulf of Gods deferved judgments; and 
fhall [ rell vou how we may run away to purpofe ? Run away before- 
hand from thofe fins which have drawn down thefe judgments on 
them, and will otherwife do the like upon us fo fhall we be fure 

— woefcape the avenging hand of God, who alone it is chat moves the 
earth, and makes thefe breaches ; which is che third head of our dif- 
courfesThow haf made the earth to tremble,thou baft divided or broaken it. 
' ‘Who or what ever be the means, he is the author of chefe 
movings, of thefe breaches ; asin nature, the immediate caufesof 
an Earth- quake are thofe Subrerraneous heats which we mentioned, 
et itis God the prime caufe that fers them on work, in caufing 
both rhiem and their agency $ fo is is in thefe analogical Motions ; 
Men may be the immediate a¢tors in chem, but he that aCtuares the 
_ orders, over-rules thefe means, is God, to him mutt be afcribed 

thefe ftirrings, thefe breakings: whether by a juft bur cfficacious 
permiffion, as fins, orby a juft immiffion as punifhments. This is 

Gods claime, the prerogative of the King of Heaven, Js there any 

evill in the City and I have not done it? Surely none, except we 

will detra& from his omnipotence, none againft him , -none 

_ without him, none bur by him, his, infinice power, juftice, wif- 

dome, mercy, knowes when and how to {courge one, co chaftife 

afecond, co warne a third, to humble a fourth, to obdure a fifth, to 
-deftruy a fixe 5 fhortly, to break fume, and move all ; Oh the inf- 

nice varieties, and inevitable certainties of Gods vengeance upon fin- 

full Nations. DothIfraell walk wich God, they are che miraculous 

pr. cedent of favours to all agesand people: Do they: fly off in Muti- 

nics and Idolatries, God hath plagues, ficry ferpents, mighty ene- 

' Mies to execute his wrath upon them. Doth Solomon hold night 

_ with his God 2 Never Kingdome fo flourifhed, in plenty and peace; 

Is his heart turned from the Lord God of Ifrael? ftraightwayes the 

Lord ftirred up an adverfary to Selomon, Hadad the Edomite ; and af- 

-3'K. 17. ter him, the wicked Son of Nedat the Ephrathitesverf. 26.and which 
9. v. 14. is worthy of fingular obfervation, when that rebell -eroboam bad. 
| drawn away the ten Tribes of Ifrael from their allegiance to the Son- 
of Solomen,. and Reboboam had-gathered together an bandred and four- 

Score thoufand men of Judab aud Benjamip.te fight againft the war 
fn | 7 a —— If- 
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Mraelites ; the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God, Speak to’ 
Rebokoam and fay 5 Ye yo wot Go up nor fi bt agarnft your brethren ; fer’ 
this thing is from me. who tt is that moves the Earth und divides it; 
we may look (as humane wifdome teacheth us to do.) at the fecon- 
dary cauf:s ; and finde them guilty of the publick evils ; this mans 


villimicable ambition, that mans infattable covercufneffe 5 the crucl 


oppreffions of thefe great ones, the mutinous difpofitions of tho e 
inferiours 3 violence in one, in another Faétion, but if we took nor: 
at the firft mover of all chefe lower whéels, we arc but #=* nor 
feeing chings afarr off; we do bur as the Dog {narle ar the ftones, 


~ negleétthe hand; we are like fome fond {pectators, that when 


they fee che puppets acting upon the ledge, think thcy move alone 
not knowing that there is an hand behind the curtain thar ftirs all 
their wires. Upon the fight we do well and wifely by all policick 
provifions co meet with or prevent all thofe peccant humours, which 
may occafion a publick diftemper 3 to curb the lawlcfle infolence of 
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fome, the feditious machinations of others, the extortious crueltics — 


offome, che corrupt wrefting of juftice in others: the giddinefle 
of fome, others quarrelfomeneffe; bur when all is done if we do noe 
make our peace with God, we do nothing; it is. bue a reckoning 
without our hoft, aremedy without eafe: Oh then, in all either our 
{enfe or fear of evils, let us have our rccourfe to thac Almighty hand 
which ordereth all che events of Heaven and Earth, and work him 
by our truc repentance to a gratious ceflation of vengeance 3 elfe 
what do we with all our endeavours, burcas that fond man who wea- 


rics himfelf lading out the channel wich a thallow difh, whilesthe ~~ 


to {copper it out fo faft as it fills: lee him take order with the well 
head from whence it iflues, if thacbe filled up, the channel! dries 


Spring runs full, andunchecked. Vain man, can he toc es 


alone: When the Paralytick was with much labour lec down © 


through the roof to our Saviours cure, what faid he: Son thy fins te 
* forgiven thee ; Alas, the poor man came not for pardon, he came 


for cure 3 but chae great anfaijing Phyfitian knew that he mutt begin 


here ; lf the fins were gone, he knew the paify could not ftay be- 
hind chem : If ever we think tobe rid of judgments we mutt begin 
whence they begin ; He iris that can both ftrike and eafe, wound 
.and beal again ; whichis the next and mutftbe for fear of your over- 
tiring the laft fubje&% of our difcourfe 5 heal thew the fores ox Lreaches 
thereof.” 3a | _- Thar, 
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— lO 
| That greacand ineffable name of God confilting .of four lerters, 
which we now call Jebovab, no man:Knowes what it was or how 
pronounced ; but being abridged ro Fah, the Grecians have been 
-Avontco exprefic icby «« © which fignifhes to heal; the fenfe where- 

of is anfwered by char name which the Heathens gave him, Jupiter, 
as juvans pater. This healing then tsa proper, kindly, and natueall 
- -actof God, whereas the other, as dividing, itriking, wounding, 
.commoving,.are a ic.were forced upon him by-men: -Surcly elfe, he 
thar is.eflencialluniry would not divides he thar is ftabilicy ir (elf, 
-would nat move, he that is ales ipfa, would not wound, he thar 
“is all mercy would not ftrike: we do as it were pur this upon him, 
and cheretore he cries out 5 by will ye die O. houfe of Ifrael> bor 
«when we fhall rerurne to our felves and him, and be once capable 
_of mercy and ure, how doth he haftets to our redrcffe. The Son of 
-wighteou{nefs {ral arife with healing in bis wings, Mal, 4. 2. Lo, here 
sy for his a&t, and wings for his hafte. Thofe breaches which 
are madc in che earth by the fhaking’ of it are as fo many wounds, 
gathes or fores ina vaftbody, and both of thefe-refemble thofe either 
 divifions or calamities, which fall:.our in the bodics of Churches ot 
‘States’; che hand chat made them mutt, can, -will only heal chem. 
‘Heal thou the breaches; And how doth he heal them in warrer of cala- 
_ -miry ? Fir, by rembving the grounds of it 5 Surely, the grear and 
anuc fores of the -Land, are the fins ofthe Land, which till ic pleafe 
him to heal by working us toa fertous répenrance, in vain fhall we 
complain of our breaches which follow them. Thefe are ie zea 
Smo, 4 noyfeme fore and grievous, Rev. ¥6. 2. Not only in the 
‘Text. 28. Knees $ Leggs,bue in the very bowels & virallett pares,as Ferobeams 
WaS,2 Chro.2 1. Wois me how full we are of thefe fores (Longe pacis 
mala ) we ares what anUlcerous body are we grown, like to that 
‘great pattern of mifery that’ was tetes ulcus, all:bue one botch, I 
would norbe querulous, but I muftfay fo ; What thall I fay of our 
‘blafphetnies,prophancfies, uncleanefics, drunkenneffes,'o preflions, 
facriledges , lawlcffe difobediences ; contempt of Gods meffen- 
_ - gers, and all chat rabble of hellifh enermities , enough to fhame 
" “Heaven, and confound Earch. Thefe are forés witha witnefle ; 
Alas, thefe like to Davids, run, and ceafe not 3 they are befides their 
-noyfomncfle [OXI fure and old fores: © Bur yet flay 
rity brethren 3 we are not come to that pafle thar Jeboram, was that 
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the Wound is incurable ; or to the State of the Sareptans Son, that 


there was no breath left in him ; but like. Zutsches rather, -bruifed bur 


-yet breaching, And ftill,.ftill chere is balme in Gilead ; let our 
Wounds be wip deep, repentance may, can, will recure them, . 
ards to heal Gods people with good words ;. 


this is che way co fefter. chem within; No ler us who are Gods Chi- 
‘rurgions make ufe of the probe of Wife Auftere judgments lec us: 
gaze the fore co the borome, and tent ithome with the applicati- - 
onsof the Law 3 let us take off-the proud ficth with the corrofiving 


. denunciations of vengeaace to the impenicenc. finners; and then. 
when it is choroughly drawn let uslay on che foveraign emplaifters 
of che moft precious and meritorious mercy of our blefled Redeemer. - 


Thus, rhus muft all our {pirieuall fores be healed ; and oh, hac we.- 
could obtain of our own hearts to addrefle our felves toa faving ufe 
of thefe fure remedies : how happy. were both for our foules and * 
for our Land, whofe fores yet lye:dangeroufly open; how foon» 
would-our juftly provoked God take off his heavy judgments ? Is 

it an Enemny that would afflict us >. He can put a hock intethe Nostrils, . 
and abridle into the Lips of the proudeft Alfyrian at pleafure: Isira. 


Peftitence #He can call in thedeftroying Angel, andbid him Smite xo - - 


more: Isic Famine ?. He canreftore to us the years thatthe Locuft. 


hath eaten, the Canker-worme, and rhe Carerpiller s The Fioores — 


flall be full of wheat, and the Fats overflow with Wine and Oyle; In: 
matter of divifion, fecondly; the way to his cure muft be by com-. 
pofing all unkind differences, and uniting ¢he-hearts of men one 10 ° 
another ; the hearts even of Kings, much more of Subjects are in « 


_ his hand, as the Rivers of Waters, and he turnes them which way - 


faever he pleafes 5 formetimes dreadfully forward toa right down : 


appofiren,fometimes fide-ways to afair accomodation, fometires : 


circularly bringing them abourto a fuil condcfcenr and accordance. 


- Bac as we commonly fay the Chirurgion heals the wound, and: 


yet thac the Plaifter heals irtoo, the Chirurgton by the plaifter s . 
fo may we juftly here, it is God chat heals, and the means heal: - 
God by the means, and the means by and under God, and futely « 


— when we prav or cxpett that God fhould-heal either of thefe brea- - 


~ ches, wedo nor-mean to fue to him to work’ mitacles,, ‘this were’ 


Cas Se. Auftin faid tracty in che like cafe ) totempt God, bur we be- - 
feech Gad togive and blefs. thofe. means whereby. thofe breaches : 
a | may « 
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aay be healed, fo far asthe arme of Aleth can reach by che vigilance 
and powcr of Sovcraignity, by the prudcnce of wife Statefmen by 


Maybe madeup. As for the calamicons cane we with 


the fage Councell of the Stare and Kingdome, by wholfome provi- 
fions of good Lawes, by carefull and jut exccutions, As for quar- 
~ yellous and Samat 

them ; the Remedies mutt be as the caufes of them from’ within, 


breaches, there are other Remedies to heal 


Let che firtt be arefolution of confining our defires within the due 
bounds, not affecting mutuall incroachments, or unneceflary itino- 


- vations: Not Incroachments firft, Good Lord, what a ftir thefe 


two great wranglers Afeum, and Tuam make in the World; were | 


it not for them, all would be quiet: Juftice mult do her part betwixt 
them both 5 holding the balance even with a fusm cutque, and {ayes 
with che Mafter of the vineyard “or 0) 3 Take that which 
#5 thine own, and go thy way, Mat. 20. 14. temembring in al] ftates 
that heavy word of the Apoftle : But he that doth wrong {ball receive 
for the wrong which he hath done 3 and there is no refpe& of perfons, Colof, 


| ae Itis bue right chat wrong fhonld receive a payment in whole 


Sree ts a fure rule; The old way {ai 
| Way: evcrynovelty carries fufpicion in 


o- 


aands foever it be found ; and if this retribution fail fometimes with 
— of might, whom earthly greatneffe may perhaps for a time 
ar out in hard meafures to your imporent inferiours, yet there is 


| no tefpect of perfons above, except this be it , potentes potenter puni- 


enter. | 
Not innovations fecondly: Itis that which Jod findes out as one 
of the hainonfeft fins of his time, Some remove the Land-marks 34 
thing which God hath given ftriét charge againft Deut. 19. 4. and 
we from Aofes fercht it into our Lenten Curfes, Curfed Le he that re. 
moveth bis neighbours Land-marks, Dent, a7. 17. even in this cafe, » 
the Prophet is the good 
ny: the face of its Ie was a 
good queftion of the Church in the Canticles, why flould I be as 
one that turneth afide to the Flocks of the companions > The wif- 
dom of great Statef-men have ftill taken it for a juft principle, chat 


- Of Plato, <xinva wa sume ye have heard of Land-marks , ‘but ye {ee 


how it is with Sea-marks if they fhould be changed, itis the wrack 
of every velfell, cither Rocks would dath them, or fhelves fwallow 


- them ; Andas innovations do not well in’ way of change, fo not 


ta way of addition that which Zertullian {aid of faces, I may ! 
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of main ruchs, A diabolo funt addttamenta; andif Terpander do but. 
add bur one ftring more to his harp che inftrament is broke, and he 
- - cenfured ; In regard of both; if tebe che great and glorious ftile” 
of God, that in him is no fhadow by changing ; furely thofe well. 
ferled Churches and Starcs come nearcft to his perfection thar alrer 
leaft ; And if with Lrpjiws we fhall fay ; Quid (i in melim, 1 mutt an- 
_ fwer,that in every change there is a kind.of hazard 3. ic is a wife 
word therefore of our Hooker, that atolerab'e fore is beeter then a’ 
-daugerous Remedy. | | ee = 
os The {econd Remedy muftbe a difcreet modcration in the purite 
ance of our pac ae A right : How many good matters have been 
.Matrd wich ill handling ; The debter did owe to the rigorous 
* {teward an hundred pence 5 no doubt the dept was due, he might 
juftly claim ic; butto lay hands on che man, and to offer co pluck ir 
out of his debrers throat, this is juftly taxed for a foul cruelty; Ma-’ 
ny an honeft Corinthian was injured by his wrangling neighbour, 
and had ju/tifimam caufam se 5 yet for Chriftians to go to law. 
before infidels, this the Apoftle taxes for a finfull pecce of Juttice ; 
why rather fuffer ye not wrong iaiththe Apoftle ; This is durs ferme, 
faies fome brangling parifhioner that fetches up his poor Miniter ¢- 
yery Term for rifles, yet in St. Pasles judgment a /lesght tnjuryis Lete 
ter then afcandalous quarrell. _ _ 

The third is a meck complying with each other, relenting (fo 
far as we may-with all poffible fafery ) on either part, if the diffe- 
rence be between unequalls, charitable and mercifull on the fuperi- 
ours part, humble and fubmifs on che inferiours. -Abrabam and 
Lot fall upona dificrence ; Abraham is the betterman, he is che 
Uncle, Lot bur the Nephew ; yet Aérabam fecks the peace-and 
follows ie withhim, whom one would think he might have com- 
manded.” 2 - i | 
- Good David had done his Mafter and Father in Law no wrong, 
unicfs ic were ts ee ezo vapula; and ver aftcr good dempnftra~ 
tion of his loyalry, how humbly. doth he beg a reconcilement at the 
hands of Sasl ; herefore doth my Lord the Kinz purfue after bis fer~ 
vant ; Now therefore, let my Lord the King hear the words of bis Servant, 
Uf the Lord have fiirred thee up againtt me, Let him accept an offering, 
Harth coneeftations never did good ; The :ball rebounds from the - 
floor to the face of him thar throwes it, whereas a lock of wooll . 
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falls without noife, and lics ftill: Thofe chac would take birdsimi— 


tare their language, do not {care them with thoucing :. Birrer oppo-. 


_ fitions may fet off, bur cannoe win either an hollow: friend, or a- 


Mat.11. 
19. 


AD. 21. 


23, 


known Enemy. es a Toe. G 

| The fourth and laft muftbe a charitable conftru@ion. of each: o«. 
thers acts and incentions; There is nothing jn. che World which 
may not be taken with cither hand ; wherher che righr hand of fa- 
vour, or the left of malice. We fce the Son of God himfelf, in 
whom the Prince of this World could find nothing, yet was expo- 
fed to mif-conftrudtion. Dothhe difpoffifle Divels, ir isby Magick 5 
by Beelzcbub the Prince of Divels 2, Doth he frame himfelf ( other 
then his fore-runner ) to a fweerly-fociable converfation. with men- 
for their converfion 2 Bebold 4 glutton,a. mine Libber, a friend of Publj- 
cans ani fisvers: Doth his chofen veflel, St. Paz! defire to com- 
ply wich the Jews in purifying him{elf with the Votaries in the Tem- 

le 2 he is cryed out on for an.enemy to the law,for a profaner of the 
iw place 3 away with bimbe 1s not worthy to live. i : 

- Good Lord what.uncharicable cenfure are men apt.to paffe upom 
cach other 3 Jet aman be ftriG and auftere.in morat-and: divine: du- 


~—- tdes-chough never.fo peaceable, he isa Puritan, and‘ every Paorirarr 


is an Hyppocrite’: Let him be more free, and give more {cépe'to his 
converfation though never fo confcionable he isa Libertine ; let hime 
make fcruplé bur of any innovated forme, he is a Schifmatick ;-Jer. 
him ftand for the antiently received. rites and government, he isa 


_ time-ferving Formalift; Thisis a Drotrephes, thar an Briuty this a 


feorner, that a flatterrer: In the mean time who can efcape free >: 


_ Surely, I chat taxc both fhall be fure co be cenfured of both:fhall be? 


ves am, to purpofe ;.and thercin Ljoy,yea.and will joy.: What? a, 
neuter, faics anc, what. an both fides, fayes another 5- This is thar 
Llook’r for 3 yes truly brethren, ye have hie it right ;-1am and pro- 
fcffe to be as the rertmes ftand,. onnicither, and yee of both parts 3. 
].am for the peace of both, for che humour of neither ; how fhould 
the morrer or cement jovn the ftones together: if ic did not lie be- 
tween both 2 And I would to God not yctronly. that Hear-me this dav 
bur all our brethren of this Land were alike-minded ; wefhould not: 
have fuch libellous prefles,. fuch unquiet pul pits, fuch diftraéted bo~ 
fomes ; forthe trurhis, there is no reafon we fhould be thus dif. 
joineds or chus mutually branded ;- This man is. right,. ye fay, that- 

. 4 at | Man: 


smanis notright ; this found, that rotten ; And how fo, dear Chri- 


"Aud the Remedie of it. 


ftians > What? for ceremonies and citcumftances, forrochets, or 
rounds, or {quares 3 let me, tell you; heis right, that hath a righe 
heart to his G 

God doth nor ftand in Meats, and Drinks, in Stuffcs,‘ op Colaursy ot 


fathions’; in Noyfes, or Geftures 5 it ftands iti Holincfle and Righte- 


-— oulneffe, in Godlinef{t.and Charity, inReace and Obedience 5 and 


if we have happily actaincd untoghefe, God doth ner étend upon 
nifles, and niceties ofindifferenctes, and why fhould we > Away 


then with a'l falle jeloufies, and uncharirable glofles of cach others 
ations and eftaces ; Lerius: all in the fear of God be intreated in 


the bowels of our dear Redeemer, as we our Selves, our Land, our 
Church, the Gofpell, to combine our counfells and indeavours to the 
holding of the unity of the Spexit . 12. the bend of peace, and labour, 
and. ftudy not how to widen or gall, and tanckle; bur how to falve 


and heal thefe unhappy fores of the Church and State by confine- 


ing our defires within the due bounds 5 free from inctoachments, 
from innovations;by a difcreet moderation in all ourprofecutions, by 
a meek relenting even in ‘due challenges, by a fair and charitable 
conftruétion of each others. a@s, and.intentions .and laftly by our 
ferverit perfwafions and prayers 5.atd fe many ¥sare thus minded, 


peace be upon them, andupon the whole Iftacl ef God, this.day 


4 


and for ever Amen. 


od, whac formes foeverhe isfor: The Kingdonge of 
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Draw nigh iis God, and he will draw nigh to you 4 


~ 


_ Cleanfe your hands ye finners, and purge your hearts 
. -yedouble minded, > _ | 
9. Be afflicted, and monrne, and weep, @rcs 


VER Have pitch’t upon this Text, as fic forborh che time and: 
eM (Se the feafon ; both of them fad and penitentiall ; and 
oq lim. fuch, as call us to devotiori , aud humiliation 3 borli 
Maes? Which are che fubjcéts of this Scripture : 


| ‘Fhere is no a fo happy (if ir could be obtained ) 
as that of — obedience 5 but fince that cannot be had, partly - 
ehrough the weaknefle, and pargy through the wickednefle of 


> eurnature, for there is a (7) Mwerw) ay impofibslity upon sty Rom. 3. 


cleanfing and purging ; In the former whercof, the finner is reprefen- 


_ the next coit is chat of true repentance 5 which is no-other then 


obedience ; and this eftare is here recommended to us, under adou= _ 
ble Alegory, the one, of owr drawing nigh to Gods the other,: of xr 


an hearty turning from our evill wayes,. and an indeavour of better 


red: 


eee een te en ee 
ted to usin a remote diftance from God 3 in che orfier, as foul and 
nafty, bothin his heart, and his hands; and the remedy is pre- 
- fcribed for both : of his remorenefle 5 drawing nigh to God s ot his bal | 
nefle, Cleapfing and purging 5 the former is enough to take up our 
thoughrs ae chs ime : Wherein-ye have a duty injoyned , and an | 
inducement urged, the Dury, draw nigh toGod, the Inducement; 
God will draw nightoyou. ee eee an 
To begin with the former, the ducy of age imphiesfome= 
thing, and requires fomerhing 5 tr implies a.diftance, and requires 
an act of approach : a oe) er | 


It implies a diftance, for we cannot be fatd to draw near, ifwe - 
were not afar off; The finner thereforé isin a remote diftance 
from God, and that inrefpect of both termes ;. both as of God, and: 
as of the finner. see Ge 2 ae . 

Of God, ficft, the finner then is.aloof off from God, not from 
the preferice of his effence, afd power’; fo he would be afar off; 
and cannot ; Whether {ball Igo from thy prefence, or whether {ball £ 
flee from thy Spirit.2 If go upto Heaverthou art there, and if (as our 
new Tranflation hath it) Z make my bed ix hell ; (an uneafy bed God 
knowes that is made there ) yet there thou art alfo: Ye the Devills 
themfelves could:not have their being. bute from:God ; for their be- 
ing is see though rhemfelves be wicked ; tharthey are {pirits rhey 
have from God, that they are evil Spirits Gand fo Devils ). is from: 
themfelves : And their companions the--wofull reprobate foules . 
would fain be further off from God, if they could’: They~fhall in 
vain call ro the Rocks and Mountains to cover them from his pre- 
fence ; he cannot be excluded from any place, thar fills and compre- 
hends all chings : How then is the finner aloof off from Gad 2 
From the holineffe of God 5. from the grace and mercy of God, 
from the glory of God :. From the holineffe of God, he is no leffe 
diftant then evill is from good, which is no lefle then infinitely :: 
There is no local! diftance but is capable of a meafure ( for an aétuall: 
infinite magnitude is but an atheous patadoxe in philofophy : ) If ie: 
be cathe Antipodes chemfelves, on the other: fide of the carrh,. 
wecan have a {cale of miles that can reach them: yca,of furlongs,of 
paces, of fect, of barley cornes ; but berwixe: good and evil there is: 
no poflible, no imaginable proportion ; and as from: the holinefle 
of God, fo from the grace and:mercy. of God, he is no leffe = 

& oo a: then: 


’ 
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BS 
then guilcis from: semiffion which is .alfo no lofle then infiniccly 3 fer 
the finner,as be is and continues fichyss:utserly unaipable of renneh- 
on 3 It is.wene rbar Gods mercy is over all his works, duc che finner is 
none of ghem 3 By him were made all things that mere made, Jobe 1. 
ut God never made the finner, God made the man ; bue ir is che 
Devil and mans free-will thacmade the finner,indced fin is nothing 
elfe bur the marring of that which God hath made; fin therefore 

without repentance may never hope far remiffion.; when repenmance 

comes in place it na in Gods smpuration to be ix felf, but with- 

out it there és no place for mercy : aay forrows, faith the Pfalenift, 

Pfal. 32. {pall be to the wicked, but he that trafteth ie the Lord, mercy {boll-compaffe 
10. = im about : Lo farrowes and rormenrare for the wicked, mercy on- 
Jy for the penirent and faichfull ; The finner may flatter -himéelf 

(as our nature is apt to do, ( Atens fibt fepe mentiter ) witha vaine 

hope of better, tue he thacis truth  felf harh said ie 5 Theve 3s m 

peace faith my God tothe wicked, tribulation and angusfh om-every foal 

that doth eur, be that hardens bis heart (bal fall into cull, - 

_ And as heis a aloof off from Grace as the way, {o from Glory as 

the end; here is indeed (#9 zee) a creat guife and unmeafura- 

ble, berwixt the Sinner and Heaven; One is nor fo miich.as within: 

the ken of the other 3 without bolinefs there is no feeing of Gad, {atch Ste 

‘Paul, Hebr..12. 14.n0 not fo.much as afar off ; ualeffe it be for an 

| ela of torment ; Much icfle may any unclean thing enecr 

- there 3 Look as impoffible as iz is fora. man that hath this clogs 

_of flefh about him, tv leap into the Skie 3 fo impoffble ir is,. for 

the foul thar is clogged with fin, ever to come within. che verge, 

within the view of the third Heaven, which is the prefence ae 

Lord of ‘Glory. _ mo 

__ This for the diftance in refpett of Gods will ye fee ir in refped 

of rhe finer himfelf ; He is aloof off from God in his thoughts, in 

| -his affections, in his carriage and aétions. In his thonghrs firft, 

- Awhichare onelv evill, continually; He never thinks of .God, but 
‘When he feels him punifhing ; and, then; not without a murmur- 
P/xl.10. ing kind of regret, and indignation 3. no not even-whiles he {weares. 
de by him, doth he think of him ; God is zor sn all his thougbes, faich the 
Pfalmut, chat is by an ufuall. Hebraifme, God is nor ar all-in his: 
thoughts 3 for otherwife (gnleffe ir be virtually, and reduétively ) 

there is no. man whofe.houghts are altogether taken up with _ 


we 6S 
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when the notion of a God is forced upon him,, he ftruggles againft 


ie ;. and fayes.to the Almighry Depart from me. And even this . 


alone fhowes how he flands in refpeét of his affeétions: He loves not 


God, no not whiles he promerics him with his favours. It is. che Ti- 
tle chat St. Paul gives to wicked men Rom. 1. go. charthey are, w- 
ewyee s God-baters ; One would think this fhould not be incident into 
aman ; for nothing butevill is: che obje& of hatred 5 and God is 
abfolure goodnefle it felf; yet fuchis the cankered and corrupt na- 
ture of che finner, that apprehending God, fub ratione mali, he hares. 
him, who.isin himfelf infiniely amiable 3 and as he faites in his 
heart there is no God, fo he wifhes in his heart there were no Gods. 
He is: never well. therefore whiles he hath any; thing to. do with 
God:; whiles he isin his company:; or in the company of rhofe thar 


he thinks belong to him, his confcionable fervants, and whiles he is: 


imployed in any of his fervices, he ftands upon thornes: Thus the. 
finnor isin his affectations aloof off from God 3. and for his carriage: 
and aétions, they are anfwerable to both the other 3. All his life ts. 
nothing elfe: bur a departing from rhe living Gud, and-therefore he. 
man ftneeds at laff be farr off s Look to all: his wayes, you fhall find’ 
how diametrally contrary.they are ro Gods-; Gods wayes are direct’ 
ones : the-finners are oblique, and crooked : God: hath chalked out’ 


‘his wayes:in the Ten words of a Jaw, the finncr tures his 


back upan every.one ‘of them, and: walkes point-blank oppofite :- 
God commands:an holy and religious difpoftcion towards his Ma- 
jefty: che finner gives himfelf over to a-wild and loofe profaneneffes. 
to alawleffe courfe of. godlefnefle, and walks as without God in 
the world ; God commands all] reverent, and awfull ufage’ of his’ 


‘name: the finner rears tt in pieces with his oathes, and blafphemics: 


God commands all durifull obedience co auchoricy, not for fear on- 
lv, bur for canfcience fake : the finner is ready to fay, difrumpamus 
uinculas \ctusbreak their bonds, and catt cheir cords from us : God’ 


commands all fobriery, chaftirv, temperance; che finnerruns into* - 


all exceffe of riot : Finally, God commands all chariry, and ‘juftice, ’ 
to our neighbour, the. wicked heart is mercilefle, and cares not- 


upon whofe ruines he raiferh his own advantages 3: {0 every way,” 


both in histhoughts, affeftions, and aétions,: che ffnner is afarr off 
from:God':. Now she moral and civill man hears: chis .and wrnes it 


off, 


- 
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off, as nothing concerning him, -he is as near to God as the beft : 
- and indced in fome fenfe he is fo, St Paul could favo his Athenians, 
He is nat far from every one of wi: Every creature hath cqually his 
living, moving, being from God’; bue as for any relation to God, in. 
re[pect of holincfle, of grace and mercy, of glory ; rhisaman is as far 
_ off as Earth is from Heaven, yea as Heavenis from Hell, For,even 
by nature, we are the beft ofus, the Sons of wrath. And if we had 
no more then even our birth fin, this alone would eftrange us. fuffi- 
ciently from God ; bur befides this,-our a@uall fins fet us off yer 
further ; and if we had no fins,of commiffion (as we have numbct- 
__leffe, for in many things we finall, yea ia all things we fin all ) yet 
-thofe of omiffion cannor bur put usinto an utter diftance 3 for if rhe 
Morall man could be fuppofed to do nothing actually againft.Gods 
will,yct his thoughts are not upon-him, being wholly taken up wich 
__ the Worldshis affeCtions are not towards him, being wholly fet upon 
the World,and thefe earthly things; his beft actions are not regulared 
by the royal law of righteoutncffe,bur by the rules of civility and com- 
mon humanitysand the end which he propofeth to himfelfin them is, 
not the glory of God,but his own honour or advantage: And therefore 
both the wicked man, and the mere morall man are aloof off from 
God;and therefote out of the benefit of Gods favour and protection; 
even as we know thar thofe which live uader the two poles, are out 
of the comfortable reach of the Sun-beames or ihofe Ansichtho- 
nes which are on the other fide of the globe of the Earth, are now 
whiles itis day with us.P leafe your felves therefore ye. firofull and naty- 
vallmen, with the {pirituall condicion wherein ye fland ; God is no o- 
- therwife near to you, butto plague and punifh you, Ye can never 
__ teceive any glimpfe of rrue comfort in your foules, whiles you fo con- 


*  ainue, and therefore as ye tender your own prefent and eternall 


welfare; ftir up your felves, to rake this divine Counfell of the A- 
 Poftle, Draw nigh unto God; And {fo from: the - diftance implyed, we 
defcend to the approach in Joyned ; which we fhall confider as it 
hath-refpe& to mi prefence of God ; and to the motion of man : To: 
the prefence of God,in relation to his Ordinances,and: to his Spirit ; 
«” Firlt chen, we draw nigh unte God-, when we- attend upon 
him in his worthip and ferviee 5: for God is where he is worfhipped, 
and where he reveales himelf ; In this regard, when Camwas bahi- 


_ 7» thed from the prefence of God, ic was not fo much an exile, as an -. 
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excommunication 3 Hence is all che legall fervice called appcaring 


before the Lard 5 So David, when {ball J appear in thy fight, Pfal. 42. 
2.andcan find in his heare for this caufe, to envy the {parrowes 
and {wallowes as herein happier then himfelf ; Thus Jecod of his Be~ 


_ thel, God was here and I knew it not |! Then therefore do we, draw migh 


unto God, when we come into his houfe; when we prefent our felves 
to him in our prayers, whether privace or publick, when we atrend 
upon him in his word, whether read, or preached: in his holy Sa- 


craments, in-all religious exercifes; And thofe that do willingly — 


negleét thefe holy fervices, they are no other then aloof off from 
God.; and cerrainly, ( whatloeyer they’ may think of it ) this 
eftace of theirs is very dangerous ; for if the worft peece of hellith 
corment be that of loffe :and utter departing from the prefence of 
God, then furely our voluntary Elongation of our felves from his 


prefence muft needs be a fearfull introduGion to an everlafting — 


diftance from him: Let our Recufants ( whether our of herefie or 
faétion ) make what fleighr account they pleafe of thefe holy af- 
femblies, Surely che keeping away from the Church is the way to 
keep out of Heaven : Asdrtus afpellum reftituit, as Berxard well, It is 
our hearing that mmuftreftore us tothe fight of God. 

. Thisin relation to his Ordinances, that to his {pirit followes; we 
do then, Secondly draw xigb to God, when upon our coriverfion to 
him ,we become the receptacles and entertainers of his good Spiric : 
For God is undoubredly where he breathes into the foul holy de- 
fires, where he works Heavenly grace in the heart ; This prefence 
fellowes upon the other, or accompanies it: For, when we do 
carefully and confcionably, waie upon Gods ordinance, then his 
Spiric offers, and conveighs it felf into the heart ; chefe are Vebicu- 
lum gratia, the carriage of grace into the foul; Never any {corner, 
or profane perfon hath any fenfe of this prefence ; Thigis that De- 
vid {peaks fo paffionarely of ; Ob caft me not away from thy prefence, 


and take not thine se fpirit from me; Ic troubled him, as before, to - | 


be kept from Gods ordinances ; bue it rroubled him an hundred 


times more to be caft our from chis ( more entire) prefence ; the Cant. 5e 
Church in the Canticles, when the miffes her welbcloved, how im- 6. 7: 


patient fhe is ? How fhe runs about the City? How fhe hazards her. 
{elf to the blowes of the watchmen ; and will take no reft till fhe 
have.recovered him ? Thefe {pirimuall defertions are the faddeft 


things 
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things char can befafl toa man : For, there isa {pirical familiarity 
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of {weet converfation berwixt God and his, which tt is a death to 
forgoe : they injoy each other, live in each others fight, impart 


‘their counfelseach to other: So then, we draw near to Gody when 


_repenting us of our former aberrations from him we renue our co- 


venants with him, puc our felves into an awfuil acknowledgment of 
him ; ftill feeing him chat is invifible; when we grow into dear 
( though trembling ) acquaintance wich him ; taking pleafure in 
his company, interchanging our dulce fufurrium cum Deo, as Bernard 
{peaks, and indevouring to be in all things approved of him ; 
This muft needs be a very comfortable and bleffed condicion ; Oh 
happy, thrice happy are they that ever chey were born, who have 
truly attained to ic 3Ieis a crue rule in philofophy, that every natu- 
rall agent works by a contactton, whether bodily, or virtuall ; 
which the weaker, or further off it is, the efficacy of the operation 
is fo much the Icfle ; As when weare cold, the fire hearés us, but 
nor except we come within the reach of ir; If we ftand aloof off ir 
warmes us fo fecbly, thac we are licele the betrer for it 5 but if we 
draw clofe tothe hearch, now itfenfibly refrefheth uss even chus 
alfo doth God himfelf pleafe ro impare himfelf ro uss; How ever 
there is infinite vertue in the Almighty, not confinable to any 
limics 3 yet he will not put ic forth to our benefit, unteffe we thus. 
draw near to him 3 whotoncht me, faith our Saviour, when the 
bloody-fluxed woman fingred but the hemme of his garment ; Lo, 
many thronged him, but chere was bur one that couche him 5 and. 
upon that touch, Vertue went our from him to her cure. He 
might have diffufed his verrue, as the Sun doth his beames at a. di- 
ftance, to the furrheft man ; but as good old Jfaac,. that could have 
blefled his E/ag in the field, or in the forreft, yer would have him 


-rowome clofe to him for his benedi@ion:So will God have us to draw 


nigh ro him, if ever we look for any bleffing at his hands, according 
to the charge here piven, Draw mghunto God, 
Now then, thar from the refpe@ to rhe prefence of God, we 


‘may defcend ro confider the miotion of man: There are many 


wayes of our approp!nquation to God : this People (faith God ) 
drawes nigh me wich their lips, but their hearts are farr from me: 
This is an approach that God cannot abide: this lip-walk may ad- 
vance us to hell for our hypocrific, but it can never promove us _ 
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feep. cowards Heave®: God cannot abide. meer talkers ofteligion: len 
chem fay ‘Lord;.Lerd : he (hall anfwer them , / kxow you wet, 3-De- 
rt from me. ye workers of smsquity : There are three wayes of our 
drawing nigh to Ged, which he accepts of fromus, On our feet, on | 
our hands,: and on our knees:.On our foer firft: Keep t foor,faith Eccles, 
Solonion, when thou gees ipto the beafe of Gods what are the feer of the 5. te 
foul, ‘bat the affections > Then da we therefore draw: nigh to God, — - 
when we are fo affetted to him as we oughes when we come to him’ ie 
with the foot of fear, Fear the Lord all bis Sasnts, faith the Pfalmitt : 
-— Servethe Lord in fear, Pi. 2. Fear God and: depart fram evil; faith 
his Son ‘Sdloman Prov. 3. 7.. when we;come to him. wieh the foot of 
love 5 J fought.bim whom my foul loveeh, faich the Sponfe, Cant. 3. 1: - 
when with the foot of defire, As the emboffed heart pasteth for the ri- 
wers of waters, {o. doth my fasl far thee O God : Pf. 42.1. with the foot of 
joy; I cejoysed when they (aid, Comte let ws go up to the boufe of the Lord: — 
with the foot of confidence ; Lethe Lord put F my truft, bow then da 
ye fay to my fou], Flee hence as 2 bird tothe bills? : 
"” And aswe mak draw nigh te God on the feet of our affections, fo- 
alfo, upon the hands of our adtions seven as Jonathan and his armour- 
bearer climbed up the rock with feee and hands : this is done, when 
we: perfornt vo God all haly obedience ; when we ferve him as 
we ought, both in our devotions, and our carriage ; and this is che 
beft and rrueft approximation to God ; walk before me, {faith God 
to Abraham, and be upright ; Master, faich Peter, if it be thou, bsd me Fob, 21. 
come unto thee 3 and afcer that, when he heard ic was the Lord, he girt 37. 
his fifhers coat to him, & cafts himfelf into the Sea,to come to Chrifts 
without this reality of ation, all our profeffion is bur idle pretence: 
I remember our Countty-man Bromiard cells us of one, who meeting 
his neighbour coming out of the Church, aske him ; what is the 
Sermon done ? Done ? faid the other, No 3 It is faid, ic 1s ended, 
but it is not fo foon done, And furely, fo ic is with us; we have 
good {tore of Sermons faid, buc we have bura few done; and one 
crmon done, is worth a\thoufand faid, and heard ; For, not the 
hearers of the law,but the doers of it are juftified; and if ye know 
thefe things, bleffed are ye if yedo them: Glory, honour, and peace 
to every one that worketh good, Rom. 2. 10- a 
Now,that we se bg both thofe other approaches on our feet & 


hands,we mutt in ¢ third place,draw aigh te G od on our knecs, i out 
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_ éarneft fupplications to‘him, for his enabling us co fhem borh:doth: any’ 


man want wifdom. (‘and this'is che. beft imptovement of :wifdom, . 
that may be, to thelter our felves under the wings of the oe | 
let him. ask of God, who giveth liberally, and upbeasdeth no.man ; \et us fue. 
to him with all holy:imporruniry ;. Oh thar my. wayes were made fo. 


.. direétthat I might keep thy ftarures:Teach me OLord the way of thy. 


Pf. 119. 


ftarures,and I {hall keep.ic to the end:sO ftablith chy. word in thy fer-: 
vant thac I may fear thee : Thus ler us feck the Lord early, and: 
fervently.; and powre out our hearts.before him ; Iris nor for us 
to fear that we can offend’ in an ‘over-bold accefle to the throne of 
Grace, in bouncing to hard at his mercy-gate 3. for, Le, hisgood- 


~ neffe hach inviredus, and animaced, our bafhfulneffe.. °.. : 


- When Afofes approached to the burning buth, he heareth Come 
not. near; for he came out of auriofity and wonder, not: out of de- 
votion; bur, God calls us ro this approach, Ho, every.one that, 
thir teth come, Come to me allye that travell. and be beauy laden and 1 


_ pillrefrefo you , and therefore we cannot come with too much céop- 
"fidence, nor fail of fuccefle aerate Iris an holy and well gedun- 


ded expoftulation, which the Pfalmift hath 5; How long. wet they. be 
‘angry with thy people that prayeth 2? implying that whiles we. can pray, 
ye may make juft account of favour, and protection ;: So then, up- 


-. ‘othe feet of. our affeGions, upen the hands of our actions, upon 


the knees of our devotions we rauft draw nigh unto God; Bur that 
we may do fo; Our care mutt be, thar che hindrances of our: ap- 


, _. proach. maybe removed ; And, fief of all’: we mufk draw off from 


the World ; that is like a rock of Load-ftone, that drawes our Iron 
hearts to ir, and holds chem clofeto it felf 5 {0 as it is not eafily quits 


~ Arislike.che Faches ‘of che Levires Concubine, thar holds us on 
witha pleafing entertainment, till chere be a danger of mil-carriage 


dn'the return-; But ye remember whar the Pfalmift fayes, Hearken 
'O Dasghter,and confider, Thou muft leave thy Fathers boufe swe muft-in 


‘our affeCtions leave the World, if we would beraké our felves ro 


God : Tuth, (ye are ready ro fay ) we fhall hold in with borh, and 


‘do well enough. Be not decuived, Brethren, The love of the world 


-s.enmity with God:: ¥e cannot: ferve to. Mafters, God: and Afam- 


mon : one of them you muft forfake :- Abraham mutt leave his 4r of 


the Chaldees, his native Country, and his Fathers houfe, if: he will 


ave che clear vifion of God 5 The Mraclites. muft go our of Zgyr, 


ere 


qre they can. offer.an,acceprable facrifice to God; we mult wich 
Ehfba, fotfake our teame. it we willbe fic attendants for a Mafter 
char is rap’s up to Heaven; we mult forfake our nets and follow 
Chrift if we wijl be meet Difciples: of his. | e 
In the {econd place, we. muft give Itreng denyalls to our own 
corrupt defires : Thefe.are like ,fome leaden weights, that hang 
. upon our heels, and keep us from mounting up into our Heaven ; 
; hele, like to. Potipbars wanton wife hang upon. Jofephs. flecve to 
draw him unto folly, and they muft be. thaken off if ever we 
would draw. nigh unto Gad : If Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Child 
lic int chy way,. per calcatum Vade patrem, trample upon thy Fathers 


c : 


breft in thy paflage to thy Father in Heaven :.Our felf-love, and . ’ 
felf-refpect lies like an huge, mountain berwixe God and uss; we 


ou. removed and cast inte the midst, of the Sea; or.elfe we mutt 


saul either by the power of. our faich , fay to this Mowntain, be 
t 
limbe over itby the painfull pra&tiles ‘of a conftane and effeduall 


_-:- mortification. Shortly, as men, peregrinamur domino, xe are. 


here abfent from.the Lord; 2..Cor. 5,6» bus, as finners, we are with 
the prodigall, gone into a farr Country, quire our of the Kgn of our 
Fathers houfe, and there: having. {pent our patrimony, and-de- 
bauch’t our felves, we are feeding upon the huskes of vanity. Oh let 

- ustake up at the laft,, fertousrefohutions to return home ;, though 
by weeping croffe, and put our felve$ into our way.;, we fhall be fure 
thar our indulgent Father will efpie us atar off, and .mect us in..our 
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paffage, and welcome us wich a kifle: according to this word in | 


my Text Draw nigh to God, and he will dram nigh to os: And {o.from: 
the duty injoyned, we defcend to the Inducement propofed. 

 .Burindeed, what necds any inducement at all ; There are actions 
rhat carry their reward in cheir mouth  fuch is this we have in hand: 
It isa great honour to us wrerched Creatures, that we may be al- 
lowed to draw nigh to the Lord of glory : If there do but an earthly 
Prince come over, though we have no relarionto him ar all,. yer 
what preffing there is to Kee him, fo as there is need-of Ushers, or 
whifficts co ftave off che multitude ; but if our own would allow all 
his fubjeéts to repair to his Court with expectation of favour. and 
countenance from him, what thronging would there be to his 
gates, what ambition to enter? And, Lo, rhe God of Heaven gives 


us this gracious liberty of a free acceffe, and. yet withall backs ig 


“with: 


2: 


a ee ee. 


-, 


with a ftrong metive of advantage 5° He well dyaw nigh chto you snd 


indeed what indueement can there be equally- powerful co this, 
‘that God will draw nigh tous. There is nothing inus but wanr, ti- 


fery, infirmity, deformity; there is nothing in Ged, but ‘perfection, 


-and glory ; and therefore, for us vile’ wrerches to: draw nigh ro 


him, what can it be other then an honourtoohigh for us ; bur for 
him to draw nigh tous, what can ‘it be but a kind of difparagement 


- tohim ? Ye know what. conftruction was fet upon our Saviour for 
_ thisverv point, that he' did eat and drink with Publicans and Siomers 5 
__ and how the proud Phari{ce cenfor’é hitn , when that humble penj- 


tent made an ewre of her eyes; and a towell of her hair for the, feet 
of Chrift ; Oh, faith he if this maz were a Prophet, he would have 
known what manner of woman this ts that toucheth bim, for fhe isa fixner : 


- as if the faffering himfelf ro be toucht dy a finner were difgrace 'eé 


nough ; and yer the God of Heaven will defcend to us fo low, ‘as 
notwithftanding our extream finfulnefle and unworthineffe to craw 
nishunrous. | | 2... o* & * 

- “God will be fo to us, as we are to him ; As face anfwers to face, 


fo doth God tous: when ‘ye look upon your glaffe, if you {mile up- 


‘on it, ie will fmile upon you again, if you frown, it wil) fo do alfo : 


‘even fo doch God with us 3 with the pure thou wilt be pure, with 
~ the mercifull, chou wilt be mercifull ; wich the froward chou wilt 


fhow thy felffroward ; If chow run away from God, he will run a- 
way as taft from thee; ¢f thou draw nigh unto God, he will draw nigh 


' totbee, 


And how will God draw nigh unto us : In his Ordinances, In his Au- 
dience, in his Graces, In his Aid and Salvation. | 

~ In his Ordinances ; For God hath gracioufly as it were tyed his 
prefence to them, asunder the law, fo no lefle under the Gofpell ; 
when Fethro,Mofes bis Father in Law took a burst offering, and facrifice 
for God 3 Aaron came, and all Ifrael with him to eat bread with Mofes 
his Father 1n Law, before the Lord, Exod. 18. 12. where was that bur 
before the Teftimony of his prefence, the Cloudy Pillar ? And that 
is very pregnant which God hath Exod. 29.40. This fball. Le a con- 
tinuall burnt offering throughout your Generations,.at the door of the Taber- 


- wacle of the Congregation, before the Lord, where I will meet you, to {peak 


there with thee. Los Godmeetsusin the holy Affemblies ; Meers 
us.> yea ftayes withus there: Zach, 2.10. The prophet ‘peaking | 
re | . — 


1! = a _— 


¢ 


‘ 


of Sion ; for, Lo, 1 come and will dwell tn the midft of thee, faith the Lord: 
Contrarily, when he withdrawes from any people the ordinary 


means of falvation he is truly faid to depare from them: bur this, 


perhaps, nor at once, but by degrees 5 asin Ezekiels vifton he re- 


of the daves of the Gofpell 5 Sing and rejoyce (faith he) O Daxghter 


moves firft to the chrefhold, ard from chence to-the door of the | 
Eaft-gare ; and this I would have you know tobe done, not only in ° - 


a meer filence, but ina corruption of doftrine : not only when faith- 


full mouths are topped, bur when mens mouths are lawlefly open- 


ed,to the venting whether of popith fancies, or faryricall inveétives 
againft authority, for you may not think thar all difcourfes are 
preaching, or all preaching Gofpell : when men preach themielves 
and not Chrift, when they urrer their own impetuous fury, and noe 
the glad tidings of peace, how fhall we call this the meffage of 
God ? No, God was not in the winde, he was nor in the fire : he 
was in the foft voice; And he that walks beewixe the golden Candle- 
{ticks doth not go away only when the light is quite our, bue when 
the {nuff burns unfavourily in the focket Shortly, where the fincere 
milk of che Gofpell is given to Gods babes ; and the folid meat of 
crue Orthodox and faving doétrine is fer before the ftronger men, 
there God vifirs his people in mercy, and is drawn nigh to them in 
his holy Ordinance. ae ee : 
Secondly in his audience, we ufe to fay, out of fight otrt of minds, 
and thofe that are out of diftance whar noife fo ever they make, are 


_nocheard ; The rauifbed Virgin inthe field, faith God, eryed out, and 
_ phere was none to fave ber. Deut. 22.27. bug when we come necr, the 


leaft aaa and figh is heard ; This God, who is never bute withus, 


- #8 faid tocomeneerus, when he gives proof to us that he comes not 


only within the ken of our neceffities, but within the hearing of the 
fofteft whifperings of our prayers. | : 

~ So Dautd everywhere 3 The Lord bas beard my fupplication, the 
Eord will hear my prayer, Pf. 6. The Lord will hear ime when I call up- 


- an bim: The tender morher is never away from the bed-fide of her 
fick child, bur if fhe perccive the difeafe to grow dangerous, now: 


fhe ismore attentive, and layes her ear to the mouth of it, and 
liftens toevery breaching thar ic fetcheth; fo doth our heaven'y 


father tous 3. The Lord 1s mgh all that call upon him, {faith the Pfal- 
mift: Nigh them indeed, - 
| | which 


or he putsinto'them. thofe holy defircs, | 
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which he gracionfly hears, and an{wers. 


~_ 


4” 


‘Contrarily, when tha€ 
{weet fingcrof Mrael findes fome ftop made of his audience, he is 
then in another tune : Wherefore bideft thou thy face, and Forget our 
affircion, and our oppraffior, Pfal, 44. 24. {till meafuring Gods near- 
neffe tous by his regard, and (as it were) re-ecchoing to our 
prayers. tee | | | 
A third, and ver nearer, and happier approach of God tous, is, 
in his Grace and favour ; in che other two (as in his word and in-our 
prayers ) he may come near us, little ro our availe. He {peaks to 
many in his word that hear him not,or that hear him ro their further 
judgmenc: Our gofpell is howloever.a {weet favour to God, yera 
faveur of death unto death to many a foul, we Leto thee Chorazin , wo 
Le to thee Bethfasda : | | | 

He hears many {peak to himin their prayers, but for their own 
punifhment ; and fometimes will not hear, in mercy co the petitio- 
ner; the Devill {ues co enter into the Swine, and is heard; Paul 
{ues to be freed from rhe buffets of the meffenger of Satan, and is 
( mercifully) not heard; the Ifraelices have Quailes according to 


- their defires, but fauced co them witha vengeance ; Bue chis third 


appropinquation of God, is never other then cordiall, and benefi- 
ciall, Icisafweer word, J will dwell amongft the Children of Ifraell, 
and will be theiy God, Exod. 29.45. Yea this is true happincfle in- 
deed thar God will fo dwell with us as to be ours. St. Paw! told che 


. Athenians moft trucly (non loxge ab wnoquogue ) he is not far from 


every one of us 3 how fhould he, when in we live, and move, 
and are ? but lictle are we the berrer for thefe generall favours, 
( which are common to all his creatures) if. we do not finde in our 
{elves a {peciall intereft in the prefence of his Spirit: Ifhe only call 
on us as a paffenger, ‘or lodge with us as a ftranger, or fojourne with 
usasagueft, this canbe {mall comfort to us, nor any thing leffe 
then his fo dwelling with us, as tharhe dwell in us, and that, noc 
as an inmate, bur as an owner: Know ye not that Chrift dwells in you y 
faith St. Paul, unleffe ye be Reprobates : Know ye not that ye are 
the Temples of the living God; his Temples , for a perpetuall in- 
habitation of which he hath faid , Here fhall be my reft for ever : 
-, Whereupon there will be fure to follow the fourth degree of his 
appropinquation, which. is our aid, and fwect experience of his 
merciful deliverance. It was out of a full fenfe of Gods ——— 
: | aa that 


eS IO si aie ae 
| ) | 7 
that holy Dauid breaks out into that-heavenly Epiphonema, The Lord: 
és nigh unto them that are of a brokes beart, and faveth fach as be ofa. 
contrite Spirit. many are the afflistsens of the righteous, but the Lord de~ 
_— Buereth him out of them all, Pfal. 34. ¥8, 19. His faluation 1S nigh to 
them that fear bim, that glory may dwell sn onr Land, P{al.85.9. 9 - 
So then’, the fam of allis this, chac if we draw. nigh: unto God, 
he will be {ure ro draw nigh to us, in his Ordinances, in his Audience, 
in his Graces, in his Aid. i se I 
-. Bur, what (hall we fay to the order of thefe two approaches ? 
One would have thought he fhould have {aid ; God drawes near ro 
you, therefore draw-you sear to God : For furely, his approach to 
us is the caufe chat we come near to him, and not our approach te 
him caufeth him to come near to us: Do noc think chac God and 
man ftrain courtefic, who fhall begin, or thar man hath any power 
ro draw to God, but from-God: The ruc order of our regeneratt* 
on is that Cantic. 1. 4. Draw me and I foall run after thee. “Theré 
have been contrary herefies- ir che Church concerning this point: 
"The Manichees held man’ in all things dragced by a necefliry of 
dcftiny : The Pelagiant held man led altogether: by his will, fo as 
that can alone enable him to-do goed, and to feoffc hims in blefled— 
“neffe : And our Semigelazian Papitts go not mech Ieffe, fave that they 
fuppofe fome help given to theawill, whichitcan thusimprove. 
The Orchodox Church ftillhathgene, and doth go a mid-way 
berwixt thefe ; fo afcribing all to grace, thatirdeftroyes not nature, 
ecaching us ( as Bernard well ) that we will isfrom nature, that we 
will good and well, is from grace. _ | : 
- Butifie ftick with you that we are bidden to draw nigh to God,’ 
and therefore we can doit 3 ele rhe exhortation were vain and rea- 
.fon-leffe ; know chat thefe charges (how us what we fhould do, not 
what we-can do. and that he who bids us, can: and doth together 
avith the word of his invitation, inable us to dowhat he requires 5 
his Spire working wich his word effeéts whet he commands; Asa 
mother, or nurfe bids the child come to her, ‘bac reaches forth a 
finger to uphold it in the walk: If therefore Wifdom fay in che 
‘Proverbs 1. 17.1 love them that love me: yet St. fobn muft comment 
upon Solomon, prior dilexit 5 be loved ws rf, elfe we could never have’ 
loved -bim, 1 bp 4.19. Iciseruc, chat in order of time, chere ts 
-no difference betwixt alias and our willing our cenverftor, 
a | a ae 


fo foon as it is fire it burnes, and if ic burnes, itis fire: but in order | 
of nature Gods work.is before ours, as the caule before the effec. 
As we therefore fay fenfibly, blow the fire and it will: burne; um- 
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tend the heat where fire is 3 fodoth the Spirit of God : 
draw nigh to God and he will draw nigh to yousOur firit motion. ot draw- 
ing to God is the work of God ; he that thus drawes our will to him, 
upon our pliant obedience to his will,thus gracioufly feconds,and re- 
wards his own work in us3fo if we draw-nigh to him,by his co-work- 


plying that our blowing doth not make it to be fire buc helps to in- 
ay 


ing grace, he will draw nearer ftill tous by his — i grace. | 
ocver hath by Gods: 


d.oh, how happy a condicion is this, whofocver. 

Mercy attained unto it. What can that man want who injoyes. 
him that poficfles all things @ In thy prefence is the fulneffe of joy, {aich 
the Pfalmift : as contrarily, in his cftranging of himfelf re 


the Sun drawes afar off from us, how doth the Earth mourne, and 
droop: how do-the Treescaft off the ornaments of their leaves and 
fruir, how doth the Sap of all Plants run down to the root, ‘and 
leave the bare boughs feerningly feare and dead ; But at the ap- 
proach of it, in the rifing of the Spring, all thisgs {eem revived ; 
the earth decks her {elfin her freth abjliments of bloffomes, Icaves, 
flowers,. to entertain thofe comfortable heats and influences : fo and 
more is itin the declining or approach of this <i xine Sun of 


righreoufnefle ; In his prefence there is life and blefiedneffe, in his. 


here 5, 


P ) 
there is nothing but grief and horrour. _ Ic ts with God and the Soul, . 
as berwixt the Sun and the Earth: In the declining of the Ycar,when 


abfence nothing bur dolour, difconfolatenefle, defpais ; ifanearth- - 


ly King do but withdraw himfelf from us for a time,we are tronbleds 


how much more if che King of glory thall abfenc him(clf fromtas. if: 


difpleafurc.. Surely, nothing burour fins can eftrange him fromuss.-- 
our miferies do rather attract him to us ; our fins are only they that 
{eparate between God and. us : That we may therefore fhutupia , 


fome application ; there is che fame reafon of a particular foul, and 
of a whole Church ; one of thefe is bur an abridgment of the other, 
there is chercfore the fame confideration of Gods abfence from, or 
prefence with both: And certainly, if fins can alienate a people ftom 


*, -God,and God from-a people, we have caft our felves mifcrablv aloof 
>» from him 5. For which of his commandments have we not: fhame- 
fully violated 3: wo is me, how is our paticne God. aftronted by us e- 


Li 


~ 


veryday? By our atheous.profanefle; by opr: Srequerir oarhesy and 
blaiphemies, by otr wilfull difebedieyces, by our: pride, excefle , 
drunkenncfic, uncleanefle, ylury,, cozchages, oppreffions , lying, 
flanderows derractions .( asit we would: utrerly cafheere the ninch. 
commandement.out.of the Decalogue ). 2 :Yeay: what. evil. is chere, 
under Heaven that.we can. wath our hands of 2 Bue withall,; we: are, 
fo much the further off from God, 'by how miuch we eirher were; or 
or fhould have becn nearcr 5 of a, people rhar-knew’ not Gad, : chat’ 
could not know him, no other could’be expected : Had we had the 
Gofpel of the Kingdome lock’t up from us, and been kept hood- 


~ -wink’t from the knowledg of his royall Law ; the times of fuch ig- 


norance God had nor regarded ; But now that we havehad fo clear 
a light of Gods truth fhining in our faces 5 and fuch importunate fo- . 
licitations from God, to reclaim us from our wicked wayes, by his 
Meffengers, rifing early and {uing to us 5 and yet have ( as it were ) 


‘in fpight of Heaven continued, and aggravated our wickedneffes: ° 


Alas,whar excufe is there for us > how can we do other. then hang 
dowa oti heads in a guilry confufion, and expecta fearfull retribucr- 
on from the juftharéef God? | | 

Thus have we done to God, and whileft we have gone away from 
him , hath’ he done other to us? Hath he not given roo jut 
teftimonies of withdrawing his countenance from us ? Hath he not 
for chefe many years croffed usin our publick defignes both of war 
and peace > Hath he nor threatned to ftir up evill againft us out of 
our own bowels? Nay, whichis worfe then all this hath he rot 


' given us up to a generall fecurity, obdurednefle, and infenfible- 
neffe of heare ; fo as we do not feel either onr own fins, or our 
“dangers, or relent at all at his judgments 2 Alas, Lord; thou art 

:» > too far off fromus, and we have deferved it 3 yea, we have too well 
- deferved that chou fhouldft cura thy face away from us forever, that 
. thou fhouldeft draw near to us in thy vengeance who have fo fhame- 
fully abufed thy mercy.Bur,what fhall we fay? Wharfoever we be,we 


wile-be ever chy-felf-s+-a-Godetmercy amt compaffion; 
long fuffering, and great in kindnefle and truth ; fo bad as we are 
could we have the Grace co draw - to thee in an unfained re- 
repentance, thou iwouldft draw nigh to us in mercy and forgive- 
nefi¢e-Could we turne away from our fins ro thee, thou would - 
ure away from thy judsments ce us: Lord what can we doto © 


“ 


oe | 2. thee | 
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shee withour thee 2 Oh, do thou draw us unto thee, chat we may 
come. Dorhou enableus todraw nigh unto thee, upon the feer 
of our affe tions, upon the hands of our aGtions, wpon the knees of 
our prayers, thar fo thou mayeft draw nightows in thine Ordinan- 
ces, in thine Audience, in chy grace and mercy; in thine Aid’ and. 
Salvation. All this for thymercy fake, and for thy Chrifts fake s 
to whom with thee, O Father, and thy good Spirit, one infinite Ged, 
be given all praife, honowr,and glory now and forever. Aniee. 
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| EPHES. 4 50. : 
And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, by which ye are 
fealed tothe day of Redemption. 


T wasa rule of fome wile Heathen sf old; That he was 
| a.grear Mafter of Morality, char had learn’d' to govern: 
Rs his Tongue, his Gut,. his Concupifcence ; thefe three s: 
LO aS _ well might it be fo, when Chriftianicy hath fo 
farr feconded it,. as thar the Spiric of God ‘hath fingled: 

out one of thefé for a Triall of the reft: He that offends not with 

his Tongue isa perfect Man,. James :.2.2. So as that triplicity is . 
reduced to an Unities and indeed ifa man have attained to an exact: 
government of this loofe, and bufic ‘ae which we carry in our- 


mouths, Aisa great gagumcat of his abloluze Mafterthip . 
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ND ies 


802 


himfelf in che other particulars, whcreupon iris that the Apoftle 
hath hedged in my Tex:, with chis Charge ; Before my Text, in- 
hibiting all corrupr Communication 3 after Je, al bitrerneffc, and 
Clamour and evill fpcaking, and betwixt both, enforcing this ¥che- 
ment, and Heavenly dehortation : zd grieve not the holy Sptrit : In- 
timating in che very conréxture of the words, thar that man can ne- 
ver hold good terms with the Spirit of God, (what profeffion foc- 
ver he makes) that.Jers his. congue jloofa, to obfcene -.and filrhy 
Communication; or to bitter or fpightfall words agajnft his Bre- 
. thren, and in chefe words diffwading us;“borh from this, and all o- 
ther beforcmentioned particulatities of wickedneffe, by an argu- 
ment drawn,from unkindneffe, Jook to ic, fer if you fhall give 
wayrto any of thefe vicious courfes, ye fhal] a the holy Sprit of 
God, and that willbe a fhamefull, and {intull ingratitude in you, 
forafmuch as thar holy Spirit hath been.fe gracious unto Phe: as to 
‘Seale you to the day of Redemption, a motive, ( which how fleight foe- 
ver ic mav feem to acarnall hearr, and by {uch a one may be paft 
ever, and pifhr ar, in imitation of the careleffe noté of Pharaoh, who 
18 the Sptrit of God, that J foul let my Corruptions go ?) yet tO a regene- 
rate man (to fuch our Apoftle: writes ) “ic'.is char urefiftible force 
whercof Wabum {peaks, that rends the very Rocks before it, Nabum. 1. 
6. And indeed amingenuous Spirit is more moved with this, chen 
with all outward violence. The Law of Chrift both conftraines, 
and reftraines him, conftraines him to ‘alt good Aétions, and re- 
ftraines him ‘from ‘all evill ’: The good Patriark ‘Fofeph, when his 
wanton Miftreffe folicited him toher wicked luft, Bebold (faith he ) 
My Maffer hath committed all that be hath to my hand,there is none greater 
inlishoufe then I, neither hath he kept back anything from me, but thee. 
becaife thou art bis wife, bow then can Ido this great wickedneffe, an 
_ finagain#t God, Gen. 39.8. 9. wherein ye fee, he hath a double An- 
udote for her ‘poyfonous fuggeftion, che one, his Maftcrs favour 
— and truft, which he may not violate, the other, the offence of his’ 
God : Fofeph knew he could not do this: wickednefle, but. he muft 
bring plagues enough upon ‘his héad, bre thar is: not the thing, he. 
ftands upon fo much,as the fir asainft God.A Plate will do any thing. 
_ rather then offend a Cefarschat word,thou art not Cefars friend if thou let 
btm go ( Fobn. 19. 12.) ftpikes ithe macrer'dead': Thou art not Gods 
friend if thou entertain thefé firs,-cannot’; bur be prevalent with : 


~ 
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good heart, and bear him out againft all ‘Temptations : and this is _ 


the force of our Apoftles inference here, who after the enumeration. 
of that black Catalogue of fins, both of the whole man, and efpeci- 


ally thofe of the Tongue, infers, dnd grieve mot the holy Spirit of 


God, whereby ye are Sealed to the Day of Redemption: The Text you 
fee isa dchortatory charge to avoid the offence of God, wherein. 
we have the A@, and the fubject, che A&, Grieve not, the fubjcé 3. 
fer forth by his Title, by his Merie 5 his Ticle, The holy Spsrit of God 3. 
his Merit, and our rp are thence arifing, By whom ye are fealed to 
the day of Redemption : the fubject is firft contiderable, Both in Nature 
and Aa: asthat, the knowledg and refpect whereof doth both 
-moft diffwade us from the offence, and aggravate it, when it is com- 
mitted, The holy Spirit of God : whicl{ when we have fhortly medi- 
tated on apart, we fhall joyne rogether by the Act inhibited in this. 
holy dehortation. | | 


That this is particularly to be caken of the third perfon of the ° 


bieffed Trinity, to whom this day is peculiarly devoted, there can be 
no doubr 5 for both the Title is his,. The oa of God, not abfo- 
lucely, God, who is.an holy. Spirie, bur the holy.Spirit of God ; and. 
the effet attributed to him is no lefle proper co him 3. for as che con- 
triving of our Redemption is afcribed to the Father, the atchieving: 
_ Ofirtothe Son: So the Sealing, confirming and: applying oft to. 
the Holy Ghoft. There are many Spirits, and thofe holy,’ and rhofe. 
of God, as their Creator, and Owner, as the enumcrable Com- 
any of Angels, and. the Spirits of Juft Men made perfect.Heér, 125. 
uc thisis fer forth, as Zanchiws notes well, with a double Article, 
(+3 mine shy) that holy Spirit, by a tranfcendent eminence, 
by a fingularicy, as thar which is alone, The holy Spirit of God. 

Now, why the rhird-Perfon fhould {pecially be denominated a 
Spirit, a ticle no leffe belonging r@ the Father, and the Son, to 
the whole abfoluce Deiry., as beng rather Effential,. then Perfonal, 
or why an holy Spirit, fince Holineffe is astruly Effentiall ro the o- 
ther Perfons alfo, as their verybeing : Or, why being coequal and 
cocflential, with God the Father, andthe Son, be fhould be called. 
the Spirit of God, though chey might fecm points incident into the 
Day 3 vet, becaule they are Carechctical heads, Lhold ir not fo, 
fir ro.dwellin them, at chis time.. na by the way, give me. 

Icave to fay,,chacic had been happy. both for the Church of England. 
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ingeneral, and this Dioceffe in-particular, that thefe Catechetical 
Sermons had been more frequene then they have beech 3 asthofe 
which are moft ufefull, and neceflary for the grounding of Gods 
People im the principles of faving Dodtrine 5 and J fhould carneftly 
exhort chofe of my Brethren of tne Mimiftry, thac hear me this day, 
‘that they would in thefe perilous and: diftrattive umes, bend'their 
Jabours this way, as that which may be moft effcctuall for the ferling 
of the Soules of their hearers in che grounds of true Religion, char 
they may not be carried about wich every winde of Dottrine 
{4 atna HW odsm) in the Cockboat of mens fancies,as the Apottle 
focak; 3 bur this by the way; I fhall now onlyurge fo much of the 
Perfon, as may add weight ro the dehortation from rhe A&t, Grieve. 
‘got the holy Spirit of God, and every notion of it adds a feveral weight, 
as a Spirit, as the Spirit of God: as the-boly Sprrit of God. _ 

It isa rule nor capable of contradiction 5 thar by how much more 
excellent the Perfon, fo much more hainous is the offence doné to 
him: As to offend an Offtcer is ( in the eye of the Law) more 
then to offend a private SubjeX, a Masiftrate, more then an inferi- 
our Officer, a Peere more theriaMagiltrate (for thar is Scazdalum 
Magxatum) a Princemore then a Pcer¢, a Monarch more rhena 

Prince : Now in very nature,a Spiric ts more excellent’ then a Body, I 
could fend you higher, bur if we do but look into our own breafts,we 
fhall finde the difference: There is 4 Sprritin Man, faith Elybu, Fob 
32.8.7 he Spirit of A4an is as the Candle of the Lord,faich Wile Solomon,: 
Prov. 20, 27.wichourwhich the whole Houfe is all dark,and confuled: 
Wow, what comparifon is chere betwixt the Soul, which isa Spiric; 

and the Body which is Flefh, even this, which Wife-Solomon inftan- 
ceth in, may ferve for all, The Spirit ofa Man fuftains bis infirmities, 
but a wounded Spirit who can bear >? Lo, the Body helps to breed in- 
firmities, and the Spirit bears chem out 3 to which add; the Body 
without the Spirit is dead, the Spirit without the Body lives more : 
It is a fad word of David, when he complaines + A%y bones are vexed: 
Pf. 6.2. and cleaves to my skin, Pfal. 102. 5. yet all this is tolerable, 
in rcfpeGtof thats Afy Spirit faileth me, 2y Spirit 18 overwhelmed 
within me, my beart within me ts defolate, Pfal. 143.4. they were fore 
ftrokes chat ferchr blood of our bleffed Saviour, bur they were no- 
thing to thefe inward torments: that wrung: from him’ the bloody 
{wear in his Agony, when he faid. my foul is (sen) -heavy pi 
i. ee 
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‘the Death 5 éauld we conceive thar the Body could be capable of 
pain, wichour the Spiriz, (as indeed itis nor, fince the Body frelcs 


enlyby-che Spirit chat pain were painleffespur this we are fure of, 


. thar che Spirit feels more exquiftte pain wichouc the Body in the ftare 


of feparation from it, then ic-could: feel in che fotmer conjunction 
with it, andthe wrong that isdone te the Soul, is more haynous, 


‘then that which canbe inflifted on the Body: By how ‘much then | 
"more pare, fimple, perfe&, excellent the Spiric is whom we of- 


fend , by fo much more grievous is the offences tooffend the Spi+ 
‘Tit of any good Man ( one of Chrifts little: ones ) is fo.hainous, chat 


‘it were better for a2an to-bave a mrlflone hanged about bis neck, and to te 
caf into the bottom ofthe Sea, Mat. 18.6. 7 


To offendan Angel (whichts an fs degree of {piriuality ) 
ismore chen to vex the Spirit of the bet man; Suffer not thy mouth to 
“cafe thy Flefh to fin, nether faybefore the Angel that tt was an errour: 
Ecclef, 5..6. Hence St. Panl heightens his adjuration to Timothy, ¥ 
charge thee before the Eles Angels, 1 Tim. 5.21. And giving order for 
the decent demeanure-of the Cortathian Women m the Congre- 
7 gation, requires, Tiat they [bowld have power on their bead, becaufe of 
the Angels, UCor.1i.1O. 
. To offend therefore the God of Spirirs, the Father of thefe {pt- 
timall Lights, muft needs be an infinite aggravation of the fin,even 
{fo much more.as He is above’ thofe his beft Creatnres 3 and there 
cannot be fo much diftance betwixt the pooreft worme thar crawles 
on the Earth, ‘and the moft glorious Archangel of Heaven, as chere 
is berwixe him, and his Creator: One would think’ now, there 
could be no ftep higher then this ; yer chere is 3 our Satiour hath fo 
taughcus ro diftinguith of fins, that thé tells us, 27 manner of fin and 
blafphemy {ball be forgiven unto men, but the Llafphemy.againft the Holy 
‘Ghoft fall not be forgiven, Matth. 12. 31. and Mare. 3.29. Northat 


awe candin againft one Perfon, and noe offend.another ; for their 
ieffence is butone 3 bue this finis fingled om, ‘for 4 fpecial obftruéti- 


on of forgiveneffe, ‘for that itis done againft the iflumination, and 
Influence of charGtace, whereof the Holy:Ghoftis the immediare 
giver, and worker’in the Soul, who is‘therfore called the Spirit of 


_. Grace: hereupon is Stevens challenge ro the ftiff-necked Jews, 43, 
"J. 5. Ye do alwayes refift the holy Ghoft :' And his charge to‘ Ananias, 


‘Wy hath-5 dtan frlled thoy heart to Tre to the oe AF. 5.3. Xe 
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condition of the Perfon. A Spirit, the holy Spirit, the holy Spirit of 
God, enough to make way for the confideration of the A& inhi- 
bited: Grieve not the holy Spirit of God: 

Grieve not, Gc. How incompatible are the termes of this charge?. 


That which makes the fin (as it is fer forch) more finfull, may 


feem to make it impoffible ; If a Spiric, how is it capable of paffiona 


and if it be impaflible ; how can it be grieved? Alas, we weak 
mortalls are {ubje& to be hurried abour with every blaft of paffion : 
The Almighty is above all che reach of thefe unquiet perturbations; 
Fog , which mercifully condefcended (becaufe his infinire 

lory tranfcends our weaknefle) to {peak unto us men, by man, and 

y Angels in the forme of Men, {peaks to us men in the ftyle, and 
Janguage of Mcn : Two wayes then may the Spirit of Ged be {aid to 
be grieved, in Himfelf, in his Saints; in himfelf by.an Axthrepopa- 
thie (as we call it 3) In his Saints by a Sympathie ; the former 1s by. 
way of Allufion to humane paffion, and carriage §. {o-doth the Spirit 
of God upon occafion of mens fins, as.we do, whenwe are grieved 


‘with fome great wrong or unkindneffe. .And what do we. then > 


Firft we conceive an high diflike of, and difpleafure at the A@; 
Secondly ; we withdraw our countenance and favour from the 


- offender ; Thiedly, we infli& fome punithmént upon the offence ; 


and thefe are (all of them.) dreadfull expreffions of che ‘grieving of 
Gods Spirit ; even-thefe three, difpleafare, averfion,. puntthment :- _ 
For the firft,E/ay expreficth it by vexation, Efay 63.-10. A place fo 
much more worthy of obfervation, for rhar’ fome judicious intcre- 
Preters, as Reverend Caluin, Zanchius, Pagnine, and Cornelius a Lax 


- pide chink very.pr bably, thar this tcxnis borrowed'from: thence - 


- Jorg MTR vagy Aw. TOM : | 

And they rebelled and vexed the Spirit of his. bolineffe-: WWhere fach. 

an Act is intitnated,- as comprifeth. both grief and Anger, furcly,. 

we da not think it fafe to imtrare the great ;-and if it be but a maa. 
a little bigger then our felves we are ready.to.deprecare his- difplear 
fure ; bur.if it be a-man, chat As both great and dear’ to us, wich 


‘whom we are ‘faln out;. how unquict are we (if we have any good 


navure in us ) till we have recovered his loft favour. 3: do ye. not fee 
with what importunity.good David feeks to appcafe the wrath of 


pro-- 


I 07 


provoked ? Let my. Lord the King hear the wovds of bis Servast.: [f 
the Lord have flirred thee up against me, let him accept an offering 5: 
but if they be the Children of men, curfed be they before the Lovd: 
And even Jofepbs Brethren, ( though fo ill-natur’d, chat they could 
eac and drink, whilft.cheir Brother was crying in their pic) yer ac 
laft (as doubrlefle they had done ere then) they :come with humble 
proftrations,and paffionace Supplications to their Brother, we pray Gem. nit. 
thee forgive the trefpalje of the Servants of thiy Fathers God: what 
{peak I of thefe 2 Even Aéfolom himfelf, (though he foon after car- 
ried a Traitor in his bofome) how earneftly he fucd for his reftoring 
_ to his fathers long denyed prefence, and our of his impatience, cau- 
{cd Josh to pay dear for the delay 2, Oh then, how fhould we be af- 
feéted with the fence of the ditpleafure of the holy Spirit of our good 
God, who as he is our belt friend, fo he is a moft powerful avenger. 
of wickednefle: Surely, we do fo vex, and fadden him with our 
grievous provocations, that he cryes out, and makes moan cf his 
infufferable wrong this way,Thew baft made me to ferve with thy fins,and 
wearted me with thine intquities, Ef, 43.24.and Amos 1. 13. Bebold 
I am plea under you as a cart 18 preffed, that is full of Sheaves 5 
“even {0 full that the Axeltree creaks, and bends and ‘cracks again. 
It mutt nceds be a great weight char the Almighty complaines of ; 
and furely fo ic is: could our offences be terminated in men, 
_andnot ftrike God thorough them, we might'well fay, that all che 
outrages, and affronts that we could pur upon a world of men,were 
nothing to the Icaft violation of the infinite Majeftie of God; and fo 
doth the God againft whom they are committed take them; by how | 
much more tender the part is, fo much more painfull is the blow; the » 
Icatt wipe of the eye troubles us more then a hard ftroak upon rhe 
back; it is eafy to obferve,chat the more holy che perfon is, che more 
he is afi&ted with his own,and with others fin: Lot vexed his righte- © 
ous Soul with the unclean coriverfation of rhe Sodomites ; Davids. 
eyes gufht out rivers of waters, becaufe men kept not the Law, how 
much more then fhall the holy God ( from whom thefe good men 
receive thefe touches of Godly indignation ) be vexed to fee and hear 
our profanations of his name and dayes,our conrempt of his Servants. 
and ordinances, our debauched lives, our malicious and opprcffive 
practifes, our wilfull difobediences , our fhamefull fect. and 
. *incleaneffes, our uncharitable cenfures of each other, and gH chat 
| | ae © iy Se > “World 
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World of wickednefle, that we are overborne withalf s grief is ne- 


Dolor et 
‘Larner, 


det irbe with us, -as-with fome good natur’d Children; .whom Ihave 


ver but an unpleafive paffion, the reft have fome life and content- 


mentin them. Nor only love, and joy ( which ufeth to dilate and. 


chearthe heart ) bureven hatred it elf, to a rancorous ftomack, hath 


a kinde of wicked pleafiure in irsbut grief is ever harfh, and tedieus 5, 
one of St. Aaugaftins two tormentors of Mankinde. And ‘(hall our. 


hearts cell us, That we have grieved the good Spirit of God by our 
fins, and fhall not we be grieved at our {elves that we have leved 
him ? How can chere be any tmefenfe of heavenly love , are orati- 
tude in us, if we be nor thoroughly humbled, and. vexed. within our: 
felves to think that we have anored: fo good. @ God » Howcan we 
choofe but roar our in the unquietneffe of our foules, with the holy 
Pfalmift, There is no foundnelfe in my flefh becaufe of thine Anger, 
nesther 1 there any reft ia my Bones becaufe of my fins for mine 1igfu tties 
ave gone over my bead, 45 an beavy barden they are to heavy for me to bear, 
Pf. 38. 3, 4.Certainly, ir is.a figne of graceleffe Soul to be {ccure, 


and cheerfull under a known fin : thar Man that can fleep foundly. - 
-aftera murder, that can give merry checks tq his Confcience after an 


aft of adultery,or theft, or any.fuch grievous crimes,hath an heart in-. 


- fenfible of goodnefle, and may prove a fit brand for hel}. This is thar 


whercof Efay {praks, Fa that Day, did the Lord of Hots call to weeping, 
and to a 6 i to baldneffe,and to girding with fackcloth sdad aS 
joy and gladnefje, laying of Oxen, and killing of Sheep, eating Flefh, and. 
drinking Wine. Efa. 24. 125 1%. Bur tt followes: next 5. Surely this 
iniquity fball not be purged till ye die, :verf. 14. thefe are they that fay, 
me have made a covenant with death, and with-hellwe-are atan Agreement, 


but it followes foon after 3: Their covenant with death foal foon Le dif- 


auulled, and their agreement with bell fall not ftand, E(a.28. 15.18, 
_ Far, far be this difpofition from us, ‘chat profeffe to love the Lord. 


feen, ¢ven after their whippings unquicts till with cheir continued 


tears and importunicies they have made their Peace with their of- . 


fended parent And thus much for the difpleafure which is inthis, 
grieving of the Spirit of Gad, which never goes alone ,. bite is ar-. 
cended by thofe rwo- other confequent effects ; Averfion and Punijh-. 
~ As thofe gherefore which fecne an unfavory breath, turne thcir- 
beads afide, and thofe great and good ee who finde themfelves - 
ard | _ = "38 ees |: i 
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ill ufed, change their Inn 3 fo doth the holy Spirit of God, upon oc- 
cafion of our wilfuil fins, turne away his face, and withdraw 
“his prefence :. Jn little wrath I hid my face fram thee, faith God, Efa,. 
4,8. This good David found, and complained of;. Thou turnedst a- 
by face and I was troubled, Pfai. 30. 7. And again (as if he feard,. 


wayt 
 Jedk God would be quite gone, upon thofe his horrible fins of Adul-. 


cery, and Murder ) he cryes out paffionarly ;.O-caft me not away from . 
from thy Prefénces and take not thine holy Sperit from me, Pfal, 51.11%. 


| Thisis thac which Divines call,. {piricuall defertion, A. courfe: 


which God takes, not feldome, when he finds akind -of reftivene(s 
and negleé in his Servants,. or paflage given to fome haynous fin. 
gzaintt the checks of confcience, wherc he inrends correction, quick-- 
ning, and reclamation;. the Spoufe in the Canticles, becaufe the o-- 
pened not inftantly co her Beloved, findes her felf difappointed, ._ 
Lopened to my Beloved, but- my Beloved had ‘withdrawen bimfelf, and* 
was gone, and my Soul fatled me : Cant. 5. 6. This is no-orther, then: 
we mutt make account of, and which (if we have any acquaintance. 
with God, and our felves ) in our daily experience, we have 
found, and fhall find, ifwe have given way to any willing fin: in: 
chat very Act the Spirit is grieved, andin that A& of griete. fubdu-- 
ced: neither can we ever expect comfort in the fenfe of his return, ; 
or hope to have his face fhine upon usagain, till we have won: 
< him ta us, and recovered. his favour, by an unfained” Repen-- 


tance. 8 | | 
“Ts there any of us therefore that hath grieved and eftranged the: 


_ “holy Spirit from us, by apy known offence, it muift coft us warme. 


water ere we can recover him, and the light of his countenance up- 
onus, neither lerus be {paring of our Tears to this purpofe ; let ga - 
Antinomian Kop the fleodgares of our eyes, let no Popith Doctor 
prevail to the abarement of this holyforrow 3 thofe mien, out of a- 
profeffion of much curward’ rigour’ and auftcrity, do under hand* 
by cheir doctrine flacken the eines of erue penicence co their clients: : 
Gontritie una velremi[[a, Gc. Oite eafic contrition is able ro: blot out ° 
any fin, if never fo haynous, faith their learned Cardinall Toleth:: : 
and ebcir Jefuire Maldona'e, to the fame effect, Ad perfetionem - 
Peaitentie, Cc. To the perfeétion of penirence 1s required Oncly a 
fleizhe kind of inward forrow, wherein I cannot better refemble 
them, then to timorous, or indulgent Chirurgians, hac t ~ to- 
pitas 


” 
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pleatare the patient, in nor {carching the wound to tke bottom’ 
for which kindneffe, they thal! reccive litele thank ar the laft; for 
the wound hercupon telters wichin, and mutt coft double time, and 
pain in the cure 3 whereas thofe folid Divines, chat experimentally 
know what belongs to the healing of a {inning Soul, f° thorough 
fticch to work 3 Infomuch as Cardinall Bellarmine, taxcthit, as too 
much Rigour in Luther, Calvin, and Chemaitim, that they require 
Magnam animi concufionem,a great concuffion of foul, and a fharp 
and vehement contrition of the penitent. For us, lecus nor be nig- 
gardly of our forrow,but in thefe cafes, go mourning all the day long; 
See how the Spirit of God expreffes, Zachar. 12. 10. They fall 
Mourne as one that Mourneth for brs onely Son, and {hatl be in Litterneffe, 
as one that 18 11 bitterness for bis fir{t Bora. This is a Repentance never to 
be repenred of, Bleffed ave they that thes mourne, for they {ball be com- 
yted, 7 : 
. This averfion is punifhment enough alone, and if ic fhould be to- 
tall, and finall, (as iris not to Gods own Children } it were the 
worft peece of Hell, for the punifhmenc of loffe is juftly defined 
worle then that of fenfe ; but withall, icis artended (as there is 
good caule ) with fenfible demonftrations of Gods anger, and the 
fart of the offender, A) wounds flink and are corrupted becaufe. of my 
fooli{bnefs, faith the Plalmift , Pfal. 33. 5. 1am meary of my groaning, 
Pfal. 6.6. And if the moft righteous cannot avoid this fore hand of 
the Almighty where fhall wiilfull finners appcar 2 Thefe effects of 
Gods difpleafure then are fuch, as are worth trembling ats It is 
truc, as that wife Pagan faid (a {pecch worthy to be writren in Let- - 
ters of Gold, and that which Idoubr nor fhall be in the day of 
Judgment laid in the dith of many Millions of profeffed Chriftians ) 
ft Omnes Deos, hominefyue celare poffimus, nihil avare, nibil injuftes nihil 
Lbidincfe, wshil tncomtinenter faciendum: That if we could hide our 
actions from God and men, yet we may do nothing covetoufly, 
nothing unjuftly, nothing luftfully, nothing incontinently. Who 
would nat be afhamed ‘to hear this fall from an Heathen, when he 
fees how mary Chriftians live 2? butit is moft true; A good man - 
dare not fin, theugh there were no Hell ; bur, that holv and wife 
God, tharknowes how fturdy and headftrong namres he hath to 
do withall, findes it neceffary to let men feel that he hath ftore of 
Thunderbolts for finners, that he hath Magazins of Judgments, te 
: : s & | . s after 


. thy felf therefore, take heed, above all chin 
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afrer all, an Hell of corments for the rebellious ; and indeed we 
cannot but yield it moft juft, thar it Should be fo.1f bur an. cquall do - 
grieve and vex us,we are ready to give him his own, with advan- 
tage, and. ifaninferiour, we fall upon him with hand, and tongue, 
and are apr tocruth himrto nothing, and even that worm, when he 
9 troden on, will be turning again 5 how can we, or why fhould we 


think, thar the great and holy God will be vexed by us, and pockee 


up all, our indignities ? If a Gnat or Flea do buc fting thee, thou wilt 
illic, and thinkef& ic good juftice, yer there ts fome proportion be- 
cwixt chefe Creatures and-thee, buc what art thou ( filly nothing ) 
co the Infinice 2 We men have devifed varieties of punifhments for 


thofe that offend our laws: Artaxerxes his decree mentions four — 


forts : Death, Banifbmentt, Confi{cation, Imprifonment, Exraz7. 26. 


And ( which perhaps you will wonder at) commits the managing 
of juftice in the execution of them all, ro Ezra the Pricft : the Ro- 
mans (as Tally tells us) had eight feverall kindes of punifhments 
for their delinquents:: Forfeiture, Bonds, Stripes,Reraliation, Shame, 
Exile, Servimude, and Death. God hath all thefe double over’; and 
x thoufand others: for. che Firft which is Forfeiture,here is the Forfci-- 
sure of no leffe then all, Take from him the pound, faith the Matter 
concerning the unfaichfull fervant, Luc. rd. 24: for the Second, 
Bonds, here are the moft dreadfull Bonds that can be,ever everlating 
chaines of darknefs, Jude : 6. {or Stripes, here are many: Stripes for 
the knowing and not doirg fervant, Luc. 12.47: for Retaliation, ic 
is here jult and home, st # jult with God to render tribulation to thife 
that trouble yous.2 Thef]..1. 6.for Shame, here is confufion of facc,. 
Daz. gs &. for Exile, here is an everlatting Banifhmentfrem the pre- 
fence af God, Math. 25. 41. for Servicude , here is the moft odi- 
ous Bondage, fold under fin: Rom. 7. 14. for Death; here ts a 


. double death, a. temporal and eternal : thefe, and'more then can’ 


be exprefled are the confequents of Gods difpleafure :If thou Joveft 
: gs, of grieving thy. 
God with thv fins, and if thou haft done fo, haften thy reconcilia~ 
tion, agree with thine adverfary in the way, elfe tribulation and an- 
guith upon every foul chac doch evill 5 thy grieving of him, fhall 
end in weeping ,and wayling, and gnafhing, for our God 184 confa- 
mune fire... ode a _ ye 
_ Aadhere now-(that I. may wen your thoughts a litte = 


. 
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from a perfonall to.a nationall grieving of Gods Spiric) I am fala. 
«upon the grounds of thofe heavy judgments, under which we have. 
Iven thus long,’ groaning, and galping, tothe pitty, and aftonith-- 
ment of our late envying neighbourhood ; even the deftroying 
_and devouring {word; alas, my Beloved, we have grieved our 
«God by our haynous fins of -all forts, and now we do juftly fee) the: 
heavy cffeéts of his difpleafure ; we have warred againit Heaven 
~ wich our iniquities, and now it is juft wich God to raife up war a- 
gainftus, in our own Bowells. It was the Motto thay was wont to 
cs written upon the Scogish coiné, as the ethbleme ef their Thiftle, 
Nemo me impane Laceffet, ‘None thall {cape free, that provokes me 5 
Surely icisa word that well fits rhe Omnipotent,and ereenal jnftice, 
.and power of Heaven; we have provoked that to.wrach, ‘and there- 
fore could not hope to avoid a fearfull jadgment; wo ts me, we have 
‘made our.felves cnemics to God, by our rebellious fins; sherefore. 
thus faith the Lord, the Lord of Hoafts the Mighty ome of tfrael :. Ab 
f will-eafe me of my adverfaries, and avenge me.of mine Enemies: 
Efa. 1.2 2 2 ta Sea. | 
I hee “tings there are that aggravate the deep turkindnefie, 
shat God hath taken at our thus Grieving of him : bis Inde 
sour Ingagements, his Expectation: were we a people that God had 
no. whit promerited-by his favours, that he had done nothing forus, 
amore then for the favage Nations of the World, firely che God of 
Heaven had nor taken it-{o deeply co heart; bur new, that he hath 
ibeen more kind to us, then to any Nation under Heaven, how doth 
he call Heaven, and Earth to record of the juftneffe of fis high re 
Bret, Hear O Heaven, andbearken O Earth, for the Lord himfelf hath 
a Spoken, I have nouri bed, and brought up Children and they have rebelled 
Against me: Efa,1.2.and excellently Jerem. 2. 31. O generation, fee 
tke werd of the Lord: have I Leen awildernefito Hrael2 a land of dark- 
wefs ; theretore it followcs, Behold I well plead with thee, ver. 35 
‘Neither are his indearments.of us, more then our ingagements to 
Jum; for what Nation in all the World hath made a more glorious 
Profeffion of che name of God,then chis of ours > Whar Churchune 
der the cope of Heaven hath.been tore famous, and flourifhing? 
- Hid wenot pretended to holinefs, and puricy of religion even be- 
“yond others,the unkindnefs had‘been the Jeffe : now, ourunanfwer- 
ableneffe calls God co the higheft proteRation of his offence, Be.afte- 


nifeed 


Lord,’ for my people have cormitted. two-eusls 5 they have forfaken me, 
the Fountain of lruing waters,and have bewen them out Cifternes, broken: 
Casternes that can bold no water, Jer. 2.11.-And whe ts fy blind as my 
fervant : Efa. 43.19. Now according. to his Indearments, and our, 
Ingagements harhbeen his juft expectation of an anfwerable carziage 
ef us towards him: the Husbandman looks not fer 2 crop in tie 
wild defart;-but where he hath Gooded, and plowed, and Eared, 
and Sowne, why fhould norhe look for an harvett? And this difap- 
Pointment is a juft heightner of his gricfe, what could 1 have done 
more for my Vineyard thet I have not done21 looked for grapes, and it 
trough: forth wild grapes, And.now Iwill tell you what J will do to my 
Vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and I will lay it wast: 
Ef. 5. 4, 5. Wo isme, we do not hear, but feel God making his 


 fearfull word good upon us; 1 need nog tell you what we fuffers 


the word of E/ayistulfilled here, J fall be avexation onely to un- 
derfland the — Efs. 28.19. Alaswe know it too well, whar 
rivers of blood, vehar piles of Carcafles are to be feen on all fides, 
would God I could as gp es 9 of the 7 ; and why canI 
nordofo ? Doubrleffe, there is a remedy no-leffe certain, then our. 
fuffering,if we had bur the grace to ufe it 3 too long, alas, too long 


have we driven off the applying of our redrefs ; yet even ftill there. 


is Balme in Gilead, ftill there is hope, yea aflurance of help ; if we 
will not be wanting to our felves: we have grieved our God to the 


height, Oh that we could refolve to make our peace with our pro- . 
-woked God at the laft. Excellent is char of Ely. 27.5. Let him take 


bold of my flrength, and make Peace with me, and be {ball make peace with 
sith me. Obchactwecould take ho!d of our {trong Helper,who ig 
mighcy to fave; that we would lay hold on the ftrength of his marvel- 
lous mercies : Oh that we could rake Bembadads courle here; as they 
{aid of the King of Ifrael nach more may I fay of the God of Ifrael, 


He is a merciful God, let us put fackcloth upon our loyncs,and ropes _ 


upon our heads,and go to the God of Ifracl,and fay, Thy fervants fay, 1 


pray thee let ws liveyx K,20.3 1.Oh that it could greive us thoroug 7 " 


o 


that we have greived fo good a God:that we could by a found and 
sious humiltarior, and hearty Repentance recencile our {elves co that 


offended Majefty ; we fhould yer live to praife him for his mercifull - 
_dcliverance, and for che happy reftauration of our peace, which God. 


for his mercies fake vouch{ate to graunt us. P Thus 
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nifbed O Heavens, and be horribly afraid, be ye very defelate, [sith the 
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- ‘Thus much for che grieving of the holy Spirit ih -himfelf; by way: 
of allufion tu humane: affeétion ; Now followes . that grievance 
which by way of Sympathy he feels: in- his Satnts.. oe. & | 
 Anfelme, Aquinas, Eitins; and-other darter Incerpreters have juftly: 
conftrued one branel of ‘this éffchce of the Holy Spirit ta-be,. when: 
through our leud, defpightful words or ations, we grieve and fcan- 
dalize thofe Saiiits and Scrvants of God, in whom that Holy Spirit 
It is true (a8 Zanclixs-obferves well) chat it ts no chank to a wicked: 
man thac the Spiri¢:of -God is not sageievae Aon cven m perfon 3. 
he doth what he canto vex him 3. the Inpofitbiliry is in- the Impafii-. 
bleneffe of the Spirit of God, not in the Will of the Agenc: Bur 
although nor in himfelf,- yet ‘ist his faithful Ones, he may,’ and:doth. © 
grieve him: Thet are the Reccepractcs of the Holy Ghoft, which he. 
fo poffefles and takesuwp; ‘that che ini juries arid-affronts done to them 
are felt, and-acknowledged by bin: As when-dn enemy offers to. 
~ burn,os pull dowa,or {trip Se plunder the hotife,che Mafter or Owner: 
rakes the violence. as done to himfelf's \We are che Temples, the 
Hones wherein it‘pleafeth the Spirit of God to dwell, what is done 
-tous,is done to him in ussHe challengeth as our Actions (The Spirit of 
God prayes in us, Rom.8:2 6.:) fo our Paffions alfoshe 1s grieved in our: 
sriefsfueh an inrereft hath God in his,that as Chrift the fecond perfon. 
in the Trinity could fay to Saal, why perfecutelt thon me? Sothe Holy 
Ghoft-appropriates our injuries to himfelf.. 7f ye'be reproached for the 
| Name of Chrift,-bappy are ye (faith S.: Peter)? for the Spirit. of glory 
and of God vefteth upon you n° theirpart he ws evil fhokewof, but on your 
part be is glorified, 1 Pet.4.14. Lo, the Holy Spirit 1s etorified by: 
our fufferings, and is evilfpoken of in our reproaches, the word. is 
¢ Snapping) 3s blafphemed + fo'as .Ciris'a fearful ching to think of } 
to fpcak-comutneliots words againft Gods childten, is by the Apo- 
ftles own derermination, no berter then a kinde of blaf| pheming the 
Floly Ghoft, (8 
‘See then-8 confider ve malicious & tncharirable then,ycur wrongs. 
seach further then ve are aware afsye falter yartr tonoues to run ryoe 
nrbitrér Scoffs,in {pightful {Rinders,in injurious raviings againft thofe 
thar are truly conftionable,ve think ye gall none but men,worle then: 
your felves, but ye fhall finde chat ye have opened your mcuthes a-- 
gaintt Heaven: {peak not.for.thofe rhat arc meer ogtfides & vifors of 
ote rr ae Chriftianitv,, 


co 
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Chrittianity »makiog a thew of Godlinels,and denying the power of it 
in their lives 31 take no prorection of them, God iball give chem their. 
portion with Hypocrices ; Buc if he be a true childe af Gad, one. 
that.hath she eruc fear-of God planted iahis hease; and one char de-. 
fires.co be approved te God in all his wayes ( though perhaps he dit-, 
_ fer-in judgment, and be of another profeffion trom thee in fome 
collateral matters, (as the-God of Heaven -ftands nor upon fucly 
points.) lec him-I fay be one of Gods dear.and {ecret ones, whom 
thou revileft and perfecureft, che Spirit of God feels the Indizniies 
_ that are offered to fuch a one, and will lee thee feel, chac he feels 
them; make as flight as you will of {candalizing and wronginz a 
good man, there is a good God that will pay you for ir. 
What an heavy complaint. is that, which the Apoftle makes to 
his Corinthians 5 cencertiing himfelf and his fellowes: 7p. think 
(faith he ) that God hath fet forth as the AApofiles. laft, as it were’ appoin~ 
tec to death,fer we aremade a fpetacle to the World, and to. Angels, and te 
Men, 1 Cor. 4.9. andverle the 13. We. are made as ithe filth of the 
world, the off-[couring of all things unto this.day. Alas if this were the 
condicion of the blefled. Apoftles 20 be: thus vilified, why fhould . 
it feem ftrange to us, their unworthy fucceffours, and Difciples, if 
we be thought fit for nothing. bur robe caft upon the dunghill - bue 
chefe reproactes, however we.may take coolly, and calmly, as 
that Stoick Philofopher did, who whilft he was difcourfing of being 
free from paffions (it being the doétrine of rhar feet, that a wile 
man fhould be impaffionate )a mde fellow {pac purpofcly in his face, 
and when he was asked, wierher be were nor angry; anfwered, 
,ho truly, I am nor angry, bue I doubt whether 1 thould-not be angry 
at {uch an abufe.s bur there is a God rhar will not put up our contu- 
milics fo, we ftrike his fervanrs on Earth, and lie feelsirin Heaven, - 
It is very emphaticall which the Apoftle harh ro ehis purpofe, Coloff. 
1.24. L filliup ( that which is bebind) = “pws, the Afterings of the Af- 
flistions of Chrift in my flefh : Intinaring that there is one intire body 
(as ic were) of Chrifts fufferings, part whereof he indurcttin his own 
_ perfon, and pare he ftill (uitaines in his members, fo ashe cannosbe 
free whiles they fuffcr, iafieuch as ye did it ta one of the least: of my — 
brethren, ye did it unto me,.at. 15. 40. As the foul feels what is done 
co the body (the Jroz entfed snto bis Soul, faith the Pfalmift) fo 
what is done to the faichfull foul,:God is {cnfible of, and will re- 
| 7 Pa . - Wenge 
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_-venge iraccurdingly, whet fall be done to thee thon falfe Tongue, faith 
"the Plalmift, eves mighty and [harp Arromes with bet burning Coales = 
Pfal. 102. 3. Thou haft fhoc thine Arrowes, even bitter words a- 

' gainft Gods chofen ones, and God fhall fend thee fharper arrowes 
of his verngeance,finging into thy bofomesthy tongue hath been fer on 
fire with contention, and hath helpt to kindle it. in others,’ and‘now 
God fhhall fill chy mouth wich hotter coales of thar fire which ‘fhall 

_ never be quenched. Oh then as we tender our-own fafery, let us 
binde our Tongues, and hands to the good. behaviour,.and refolve 
with the holy Apoftle, To gave none offence, neither to the Fewes, worte 

the Gentiles, nor to the Church of God: 1. Cor. 10.32. - .- 

Now as the holy Spirit of God both in himfelf and in his Children,. 

is grieved w'th our Icud {peeches, and offenfive carriage, fo contrari- 

- ly, Gad; and hisholy Spiric are joyed in our gracious fpeeches, 
and holy converfarion, Luc. 15. 10. 1 fay wito you y there is joy in the 
prefence of the Angels of Ged, over one finner that repenteth : Lo this is. 
Gods joy and. the Angels witneffe it, it is che owner that bach found 
the loft.Groate, and that faith Rejoyce withme : how doth-con- 

_ fcionable and godly behaviour, and holy Communication make Mu- 
fick in Heaven. eer ae a 
‘We have known many that have thought their time well beftow- 

ed, if they could make a great Man {mile ( Principibus placusffe, 
é'c.) And perhaps their. facetious urbaniry hath not paffed unrewar- 
ded; Oh what fhall we think of moving true delightto the King of 
Rory :- Ie was no fmall incouragement to the Colofiaxs, that the 
Apottle profeffes be was with them rejoycing, and bebolding their Order, 
Coloff. 2.5. What acomfort then muftit needs be, -that the rear 
God of Heaven is with us, and takes norice of our carriage, and 
Rovel.2. Contentmenrtn it J kom thy works, and 6! labour, aud thy patience, 
2,.___ faith the Spirit of God to.che Angel (or Bifhop ) of the Church of 
Eprefus : and Videndo vidi, faith God to Mofes, concerning the Jfra- 
elstesyl have feen the afflictions of my peeple:it is {aid of Axthony the | 
Hermite,Let no man bogle at this, chat I-mention an-Hernute:to this 
Coxgresation;.( thofe firlt Hiermites that went afide into the Wil- 

yto avoid thofe primitive perfeantions , were holy men, 

great Saints, and of a quire differene alley from:thofe of the prefent 

Romifh Church, Alera Nominam CrepeAla ) that when he was fet 
pon by Divells , and buffered by chem, as Sr.. Paul was, 2.Cor. 42. 
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‘C according to learned: Cameran his interpretation ) after the conflict. . 
he cryed our, O bone Jefis wbi eras? O Lord |efwhere watt shou 


and received anfwer,juxte te eran,G’s. Lwas by thee, and lookt how: 


‘thou Wouldft demean thy felfin thy combat; who would not fight va- 


lianely, when he fights in the eye of his Princo 2 | ee 
Ie 1s the higheft confideration in the. World,. this,. how doth God 


_ tellith my adttons aad me?’ The common rule of the World is, whar 


will men fay? whar willémy ncighbours?, whac will my fuperiours> - 
what will poftericy 2? and according to theipconceits we are willing. 
to regulate our carriage: bue a true Chriftian looks higher, and: for — 
every thing he fayes or does, inquiresafter the cenfure or allow- 
ance of God himfelf ftill caring thar the words of his mouth, and: 
the meditations of his hearr may be accepted Jof his Godr-.and if 
his heart cell him, ehat God frownes at: his a&ions, all che WVorld:. 
cannot chear himup; bac he will go mourning all che day long, dill 


~ hehave made his peace, and fer even termes between God and. 


his Soul:. but if thas tell him-all is well, nothing in the world cag. 
deje& and difhearren him.; but he rakes up thae refolution which: 
Solemon gives for advice , Let thy Garments be white, and let no Oyle le 
wanting to thine head, go thy way, Eat thy bread witn joy, and drink thy 
Wine with a merry. rae wow God accepteth thy morks, Ecclef. 9.7, 8. 
And this confideration a6 ic never ‘can be unfcafonable, fo is a 
moft fit cordiall for every honeft and good heart, in thefe difmalk 
times ; we are in a fad condicion, and perhaps in expectation of . 
worfe che {word is either devouring or rhreatning,we are ready ro be 
{wallowed‘up with gricf, or fear: what fhould we nowdo ? Dear 
Chriftians lec everv one of uslook in what termes he ftands wich: 


his God, do we finde the face of God clouded fronrus,.let our fouls 
~ refufe comfore rill we have recovered his favour, which is berter 


then life; do we find our felves upon cur found repentance, received: — 
to grace and favourof the Almighty, and that he is well pleafed 
with our perfons, and with our poor obeditnces, and that he- 
fmiles upon us it Heaven’, courage, dear Brethren,in {pighrof all the 
frowns and menaccs.of the World; we arc fafe and fhiall be happy: 
here is comfort for nsin all tribulation 2:Cor.1.4.with that chofen vef— 
fel , we are troubled on every fide, yet not dithre leds we are pers 


plexed, bue not in defpair; perfecuted, but nor forfaken scafk2. Cor: 4- 


down, but not deftroyeds for which caufe we faint nats, bu though:* 
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16. Dur ourward. man perifh ,- yer che inward mats is renewed day b 
day, for our lighe. Affiftian. which is bus for. a moment, worker 
«88 forus, a farr more a and eremall weighs of glory: to. the 
full poffcfion.whereab, the God thar ibath ordained us, gracioully 
bring us, for the fake of cheSon of bislove Jefrs Chritt the righte~ 
pus, Lo whom with rhe Father, and the-huly Ghoft,chree perions, 
and one glorious Ged,b= given all praife honour, glory, and domini= 
on pow, and for evcrmote,: ae ee ee ee 
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And. grieve not theboly Spirit of. God, hel * are 
of cated to the day o Rede emption. 


. SK E have. anne with che icheesaitien it (elf. ‘eit ii 
VAS wich: che. Adt fonbidden, (Grieve notsyand with the ticle 
AN K aC of che SubjeG, {ebe:Huly Spirit of Goals) We defcend tu the 
AWAY x mig eg the Dehorratton,. by che grcat. merit of 
che’ Sprit of —. b guiaig ae fealed. to the day. 
of, Redemption) ae aoe 

Fhofe.char ane great ‘an Wwe woulda ‘tor’ willingly ind, 
ghough meer ftrangers vous: if they be befides, out great friends. 
and, liberal, Benefactors, men char have deferved highly of us, we 


ply heldlic a foul fhame, and abominable ingratimude, wilfally : | 


a a 
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- infinite vexations 3 Bur Thirdly, if fome'men ha 


- be 
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do-oughit that might affront them. “Iris therefore added for a Strong 


diffwalive from Grieving the, Spirit of Ged, that by him we are 
{ealed to the day of redemption : All the world fhall in vain flrive 
to.do'for us, whar.our,great Friend'in Heaven hath done 3 ourrdoarh- 
nefstherefore coprieve him, mutt be accerding to the depth of our 
obligation to him 3-Gaft your eyes therra little upoh-the wonderful . 
Benchit here {pecified ; and fee, Pirlt, whac this day of Redemption is: 
Secondly, ‘what is the fealing of us to this day : and Thirdly, why the 


— fealing of us to this day (houldbe a fufficient‘imotive ro withhold us 


from grieving the Holf Spirit of God, Thefe ghrce ihult be ‘the lintirs 

of mySpeech and yott Awention” ©" : | 
Redemption fignifies as muchas a Rasifome ; A Ranfome implies 

a Captivity or Scrvisude ; There is a.chreefold Captivicy frem which — 


~we are freed 5 of Sith, of Mifery, of Death : For the firlt, We are = 


fold undér finyfaith our Apottle - No Slave m Argser is‘more truly 
foldin the Market under a Turkify Pyrace, then we are naturally 
foldander the Tyranny of fin ; by whom we are bound hand and 


-... foot, and can ftir neither of them-rowards God ; and-dungcon’dup 
7 ane ba dist 


darknefsof our ignorance, without any-Glimp{c of the vifton 


“ef God, For the fecond; che very name of ‘Captivity imp! 
_ Mifery enough ; what outward evil is incident into a eh 


‘bondage doth not bring with ic? VWo-isme, there was never fo 
much captiviry in this land fince ic was a Nation, nor fo woful a 
Captivity as this, of brethren to ‘brethren : Complaints there arc 
ood {tore on both fides ; of reftraint, want, illtodging; ‘hard and 
Fone diet, Irons, infulrations, fcornes, and extremities of ill ufage 
of all kindes : and what other is zo ‘be found in the whole courfe of 
this wretched life of ours, the beft whereofis vanity, and the wort 
| ve been fo exrer- 
_nally happy, as to avaid fome of thefe -miferies ( for all men fmaart 
not alike ) yet never man did or can avoid the third 3 which is ob- 
‘noxioufnefs todeath: By tle offence of one, faith the Apoftle, judgment 
came uper all men.to condemnation Rom..5. 18. Sin habraigned nme 
death, Pf.21.I¢is more then an Ordinance, a ftature law in Heaven ¢ 
Statutum est Orrale is enated tos men once to dye; Hed. 9. -27e°Phis 
shen is our bondage or captivity, now comes our redemption from 
. Utkefe at once : when. upon our happy diffolution we are freed 


 £ gomfin, from mifery, from death; and enter into. the = 
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of-glory :-thus our Savichr, Lift up your beads, for the day of your re~ 
demption draweth nigh; thus faith St. Pasl, Fhe creature itfelf alfa 
foail be delivered from the bondage of corruption axto the glorious literty of 
the Sons of God, Rom, 8. 2't. Ic is the fame condition of che members 
of Chrift, which was of the hea.l, thar they overcome death by 
dying ;. when therefore the bands of death arc loofed, and we are 
fuily treed fromthe dominion of the firft death, and da necr of the 
fecond, and therein from all the capacity, not only of the rule and 
power of fin, bat of the life and in-dweliing of ic; and from aH 
the mifcries borh bodily and {pirieuall chat atcend irsand when in the 
{ame inftanc.our foul takes poffcflion of that glory,wl.ich fhall once, 
in the confociation of ic’s glorious parthcr,the body, be perfectly con: 
fummared:Then,and noc till thenis the day ot our redemption. Is 
chere any of us therefore thaccomplaines of his fad and hard condic® 
on here in the world; paines of body,gricf of mind, agonies of foul; 
croffes in eftate,difconrentments in his families,fuffcring in his good 
natriezier him bechink himfelf where he issthis is the cite of his cap-. 
tivity ; and what other can -be expected in this cafe Can we think 
there is no difference betwixt liberty 8 bendage>Can the flave think 
to be as free as his:PatronzEafe, reft, liberry muft be lookt' for elfe- 
wheresbur whiles we are here we ‘muft make no account of othet 
then thefe varicties of mifery:our redemption fhall free us from chem 
all.But now perhaps fome of you are ready to fay of the Redémpt'o*, 
as they did of the Refurrcétion, chat iti patt alreadysand fo indeed 
gt is,one way;3in refpect of the price laid out by the Son.of Godsthe in- 
valuable price of his blood for the redemption of man 3 but fo, that 
it muftbe taken outby, and applied to, every foul inparticular, if ~ 
we will have the benefit redourid to us’; It is his Redemption be- 
fore, itis now only our Redemption, when it is brought home tous. ' 
-~ On then the dear and happy day of this our finall redemption, 
whercin we fhall be abfolurcly freed from all the miferable for- 
rewes, paines, cares, fears, vexations which we mect withall here 
below, and, which is yet more, from all the danger of finning, 
which now every day adds.to the fearfutnefs of our accotintsand laft- 
ly, from the woflll wages of fin, Death, bodily, {pirituall, eternal 5 
here is.a redempdon werel our longing for; worth. our joying in: 
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when Jofeph was ferchit out of Pharaohs Gaol, and changed the nafty 


rags of his psifon for pure linnen veftures ; and his Iron ferters for 
oo. ‘ | Q : | a 
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~~ athain of Gold, and his wooden ftocks for Pharaphe fecond:Charet. 
-( Gen. 41.42+.) do we not think he muft needs be joyfully affedtedi 
with it 2 When Peter wascalled up from beewixt his Leopards (as. 
that Father rermes them ) and_had his fhackles fhaken off,and was. 
broughr through the Iron gates into the free and open ftrcer ; or- 
when Danietwas called out of the lyons den to the embracements of. 
Darias , could he choefe but rejoyce in the change 2 when Lazarus 
was called (after chree dayes encombing ) our.ot his grave, and {a- 
Jured his meurning fitters, and walk’c heme wirh his friends, could: 
there be oughr buc che voice of jey and gladnefle among chem ? Bur,. 
alas, all thefe are bur fleight refemblances of che bicffed Redempri” 
on-which is purchafedfor-us, who are thus ranfonsed from fin, and: 
death : Rather, if we couldimagine the foul of a Trajan fercht out. 
of hell by the prayers of Gregor) or of a Falcenells by Terlaaccording 
to the bold legends of lying fablers, and now freed fronrchofe intole- 
rable and unconceiveable torments, we might apprehend in fome 
meafure whatic is that is weoughe for-our fouls,.in rhis mercifull re- 
demption 3. and: what is che favour of that deliverance, which we 
mutt long co have fully perfe€ted :. Buc, alas, what fhall I fay cous »: 
Weare enflaved, and fettered, and we ase loath to be free; we-.are 
in love with our bonds, with onr-miferies, wichone flns 5. arid wher: 
death comes like a good Ebed-malech to drag. us up out: :of our dun- 
geon, we are unwilling to put the rags under our arme-pits, and ro» 
hy hold of that our fuire, and happy conveyanee to the light and li- 
berty.of the Saints: Oh our-wretched unbelicf thac.is guley of rhis 
facknefs.of our-defires ;. whereas if we were whac. we profels. our 
felves, we- would think the dme long dll it.be accomplifthed, and: 
fav, Come Lord Jefus, come quickly 5: even fo, come Eord: fefus,. 
come quickly, and make up our full redcmption from mifery, from 
ioe ay death , and bring us imo that glorious liberry of che Sons 
od,. 7 ee : 
Tn, forthe dey of our redemption 3: now Secondly let. us fee what 
“this fealing isto the day of Redemption... \-iind in Gods book. three ules 
of afeal;. 1. Forfecrecy, 2. For peculiar defignation.. 3.. Por cer- 
tainty and affurance, ee oe ee 
. Por fecrecy firft ;.So God . {peaking of tho condiion of Ifrael,. 
— Deut. 32.34. 16 not this laid ap re flere, antl fealed up amen my treafures?. 
' So Efay {peaking of avifion of his 5. J¢ fbalf.te ws: me letter of « book: 
a pe | fealed 5: 


| | = Ta | 
ifealeds whereof one firall fay, Read this, the other {hall anfwer, 1 cane 


-hot for it is fealed, Efa, 29.11, Yearhis fealing areuesa long refcr- 
vation and clofencfle : Go thy way, Dasiel 3 for the words are clofed up, 
and fealea to the time of the end. Dan, t2.9. and chercupon icis, that 
Tolm is forbidden to feale ap the book of his prophefies Revel, 22. 10. 
for the time is mizh at band: fo we are wortt to do ia ordinary pra- 
tife ; chacClofer which we would have no body go intd, we (eal 


up 3 thar bas which we woud not have opened, and that Jettct 


which we would not have {een by others, we fcal up, and chink 
‘it a great violation of oe to have it opened 3 Hence is that fis — 
lus confe fienis ( thefeale of confeffion) amurigtt rhe Romith Caiuifts 

held fo facred, thatietmay not in any cafe whatfoevcr, be. broken 


ap: Infomuchas cheir gteat Doftour, Martinus Alpbonfus Vivaldss , 


goes fo farr as co fay , St penleret falus vel likeratiototim mundi ex re- 
velatione unius peccati, non effet revelandam, etiam(i totus mundus effet . 
perdendw, Thac if che fafery of the whale World fhould depend up- _ 
on the revealing of one fin; it is notte be revealed, though all the 
World (hould be deitroyed 5 and adds, Imo proper liberationem om 
nium animarum totius mundi nor eft reuclandum, Though it were for 
the freeing of all the fouls of the whole World, ir is not to be re- 


- wealed, in his Candelabrum aareum: De figelle; number the t1th. 
_ A\flrance height of expreffion, to give the World affurance of 


the clofe carriage of cheir auricular Confeffion ; and that not with: 


. out need 5 for were it not for this perfwafionetheir hearths might 


cool, and men would keep their own counfell: and furely, not to 
meddle wich their tyrannicall impofitions upon the confaence, in 
their forced confeflions, which we do juftly call carnificinam corfcien-. 


ties I fhonld hold and profefs, that 1f a man fhould come in the 


ansuith of his foul for fome fin, cv unload his heart fecretly to the 
‘bofom of his Minifter, of whom he looks for counfell and comfort, if 
infucha cafe that Minifter fhould reveale that fin to any other 
whofoever, no death were rorment enough for fach a fpiricuall per+ 
fidioutneffe : all fectets are ae the leaft ful figello fier, under the 
{cal of fideliry, and cherefore not to be revealed. oe 

For peculiar defionarion ; thus ot bleffed Saviour {peaking of 
himfelf, the Son of man, adds, For him hath God the Father Jealed, Job. 
6.27. that is ; hath défioned him to the {peciall office of his Mcdia+ 
orfhip: So Revelation. 7. 5. Of the trite of Juda were fealed twelve 
7 ae Q2 | 
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thoxftand 3 and forthe name of the number of the feverall tribes, ro 
the whole fam of an hundred fourry four choufand were defigned to. 
Salvation. ; 7 | , - 
» But the chiefufe of the feale is for certainty and affurance 5. fo 
Fezebel, to make fure work with che Elders of Fezreel for the dif- 


_ patch of Natoth, fealed st with Abats feale,1 Kings. 21. {0 the Jewith 


Princes, Priefts, and Levites when they had made their covenant, 
fealed it with their {cales, Webem. 9. the laftverfe. Hence Hamans . 


~ Order for the deftruction of the Fewes was fealed with the Kings feale, 


Efth, 3. 12. and the countermand for their prefcrvation fo fealed 


alo, Efth. 8- 8. fo Jeremy for his land ac 4watboth, wrote and {ealed, 


Ferem. 32. 9.10 the graveftone of Chrifts Tomb was fealed, AZatth, 


. 29. 66. And ftill his is our praCtife, that which we ‘would make 
-fure, andpatt all queftion, we give not under our hand onely,: bue 


our {eal alfo. ——- 

. Inall thefe chree regards of fecrecy,peculiar defignation, and cer- 
tainty, the Clurch is fons obfignatus, awell fealed up, Cant. 4.12. and 
fhe jultly prayes, Set me as 4 Seal upon thine beart, and s Seal upon thine 


_ drme Cant. 86s. | 


. Letus rake them feverally into our thouphts - and firft-for the Se- 


__erecy 3 Iris a fure word which the Spirit of God hath, 2 Tim,2.-19, 


‘The foundation of God remaineth fure, baving this feal 5 ‘The Lord know- 
etl who are bis 3 The Lord knoweth and-nonebuc he 3 neither Man 


" ROT i: ik Ie is {eajed on purpofe, that icmay be concealed, and 


-referved only in the counfel of the moft High : It is therefore a mofk 
high and dangerous prefumprion in any man to paffe a judzment up- 
on the final cftace of another,: cfpecially ro che worfe part 3 This is 


~ no. other then-to.ru(h into the Clofer of the Higheft, andzo break o- 


pen his cabinet, and to rear up the privy ‘Seal of Heaven 3 an info- 


_ Fence that God wiil not paffe over unrevenged : It was a. good. an- 
“ {wer that rhe Servant gave inthe ftory, who carrying a covered dith 


through the Street,: and being. asked what it was , anfwered, Iris 
theref re covered that thou mayeft not know ; and-lo it is’ heres 
the final eftate of every.Soul is fealed, that i¢-may-be ktiown only to 
‘the’God of Heaven : andif‘any man dare to pty ‘into this Arkof 
God; with the men of Beth[beme(h, ler him fear to -be ftruck ‘dead 
as they were, 1. Sam, 6.: ‘The Romanitts have taken too mauch_beld- 
neffe this-way : there ts ong of tlicir Saints, St. Afatildaor St-Adaudy 
a ae a ‘  @: 
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‘a Propherefle of theirs, which in her Revelations profeflech thar fhe © 

" would needs know of God what became of the Souls of four men} 
Sampfon,. Solerson, (whom 1 mutt cell you the greateft part-of che 
Romith Dottors give our for a caft away, vety injurionfly, aad un- 
charirably, {ince chat befides his being a rype of Chrift,and a pen-man 
of fome part of holy Scripture, his Ecclefiaftes isa plain publication. ” 
to all che World, of his penance for his former mifcarriages ) Origen 

and Trajane: and received chisanfwer 5. What my pitty hath done’ 
with Sampfon,k will not have known,that mea may. not be incouraged 
to take revenge on their enemies!: what mymercy hath done.with 

. Solomon 1 will not have known left men fhould take too much li- 
berty to carnal fins: What my beunry hatch done with Origen I 
would not have known, :lefhmen f{hould pur teo much confidence in. 
their knowledg3Whar my liberalicy hath done with Trajan, I wonld 

* not have known for ‘the ddvanceinent of the Catholick faith, Ici men 

: Should fleight che Sacrament of Baptifm ; a prefiumptious quettion, 

: and an an{wer anfwerable. . Sothey have not ftuck to cell us, thar 

" the fame day chat their Se. Thomas Becket dyesythcre; dyed in all che 

: World:three rhoufand thirry and: three 3 whcredf 3000.. went to | 

Hell; chircy to-Purgatory,and three ( whereof their Saint was‘onc). 

to Heaven 3 fure Ithink much alike : I will: nor weary you. with 

their frenzics of this kind ; :they have bragg’d af fome of their Sainrs 

"why have had this-deep infight :inco the licares of. men, and .ccunfels 

a of God, that they could rel b ‘the view who flhauld-be faved, who. 

’ "condemned ; and fome fanatick Spirits in our’ Church have gone fo 


farr as to take upon the f (as fome vain Palmefters by the fizhe of 
“the hand: ro judge of fortunes ) by.the face; and words, and’-garbe, 
3 and carriage of men to.:paffe fencence of reprobation: upon: other 
5 mens fonls : what:an:horrible infolence 1s this in any creature under 


* Heaven, orin-it2. There may be perhaps grounds to judg of a: mans 
/ prefent condition; God doth noscall any man to ftupidiry, or unrea- 
i fonableneffce 5 If] fee a man: live dcbaychedly.in drunkenneffe, iri 
_ whoring,’ in profcfled ptofaneffe : Hf 1 bear him in his ordinary 
fpeeches co tear. Gods name in piceésavith oaths and bfafphemics; 
: Imay fafely fay that mah is. in.a damnable. condition 3 and muft - 
!  demean my felf to-him accordingly, forbearing an-entire converfati- 
.on with him 3 aetth fach 4 one eat nat,: faich the Apoftle ; bur if ifhalk 
* _-prefume to judg of:his: finall eftase, Lenayincurmy - owirdondemnay. — 
ae ne ae e, | | | tion 
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tion, in pronouncing his Judy ast that ye. be mot jadged: Perhaps 
thar man whom chou fenrenceft, isin. the {ectcr counfel of God feal- 
ed to lifesand fll! go before thee:to. Haven: who thar had feen Ada- 
ages revelling in his Idolauy, Magick, Murder, worfbyping all che 
hoaf of Heaven, polluting the hole of Gud with his abominable 
alears fing (orcerics,and inchanrments,Alling rhe ftreets of Terafalem 
with intl acent blood ( 2 Kings 21.) would noc have faid there isa 
cah-away ? Yer howloever the hiftory:of the Kings lcaves him in his 
fin, and difhonor,. yet in the 2 Chven..33. You find his converfion, 
his acceprarion, his prayer, and :how God was entreated of bim 3 
verf. 19. Soas for gught :we know, he lived a Devil and dyed a 
Sainc. WVho that had feen and heard Sagl breathing our threatnings, 
anid executing his bloody. cruelties. upon.che Church of God drageing 
poor Chriftians co their jud rsand executions, Avould nor have 
given him fora oian beanded.for hell 2. yet behold.him a chofen vef- 
iel, the moft glorious inftramcnt of Gods name thar hath been fince 
Chriftieft che.earth::asahou loveft chy Soul therefore, meddle nor 
‘with Gods feal;. leave! chat to hitnfeit: Thou mayaft vead rhe fuper- 
fcription of a manif chon -wiltsand judge of his oucfide but take heed 
af going deeper : look well tothe feal thar God hath fer upon thine 
own foul 3 look for rhat new. mame which none can read ‘bur he hae. 
trath ie ; chisis worth chine enquiry into.; and God hath given chee 
athe Characters whereby to decipher ic 5 whom he ded predestinatethem 
alfo. be called, and whom be called then alfo be jufizfyed, and whom be 
puftified, them allo be giifed s tharés, chey are as fare to be glorified 
_asif chev were clorified already, Rom. 8. 30.Read chine own name in 
“the bodk of life,and thou art happyeas for orhers, let chy rule be the 
judgment of charity3and let Gods {eal alone:Secret things belong to 
God;and things revealed tous,and our childecnsbut if thou wilt needs 
be fearching into Gods counfel, remember that of: Solomox, asthe 
Vules reads It, Prov. 35.27. Scrutator Majeftatis opprimetur a gloria; 
Fe chat pres mro Majefty, fhall be overwhelmed wichglory, 
"Now, that from the Seatecy we may defcend to’ the'Peculiatiry 
of Defigaation: You mow it in common praGife in your trades 
And merchandife, that when a man hathbonght a parcel of commo- 
diries he fers his marke them; to diftinowi(h then from the 
- reftin the warehoufe;{o doth our Gods he fers'a mark apon his own, 
whereby they are plainhy dificrenced.ftons others: And this _ 


this then it is, chac we are known from the World : As upon fome 
Jarge plain, whese there are feverall flocks and heards feedigg to- 
gether, every one knows his own by his mark.. So the man with. 


ghe wricers inkhorne fet 4 mark upon thofe which mourxed for their ona 


fExs, apd-the fins of their people, Ezek.g. rarer 
It is therefore fo farr from eruth,thac our fandtification is no cervain 
proof of eur fon-fhip and of our interctft in the covenant of grace;: 
as, that chere isno orhep befides ic: And indecd, what other can. 
weinfift upon 2, Queward: profeffion will nor doit ; many @ oae 
fhall fay,Lord, Lord , wich azcalous reduplicagion, which yer fhall: 
be exchaded ;. Agd for pretended revelations, they are no lefle de-_ 
ceicfull s Saran’ oftentimes pransforming himfclfinco an Angel of 


- dight 3 4 Zidkijeb chinks he hath the Spisit as wellas any. Adichaiab: 


gf them-all : qur books ase fall of che reposts of dangerous dulufions: 
of thiskind ; whereby ic hath come to pafs shat many.a one in: - 
ftead of che revesavid hath found nothing byt an image of clours. 
laid upon aboliter ftuffed with Goats hair, I Sgm. 19. 16. uc this. 


smack of reall {an@iGication cannor fail us: It will ever hold good: 
thar which St.Pav] bath, Ram. 8, So many af ave led by the Sporn of 
God, they arethe Sons of Ged.: ‘Nothing in this World can {0 highly 


concern W5 a6 rhissso-fee and know whether we be fealed to the day of 


- Raddongtion . Would we know how it may be evidenced go us 3 look 
ppon t 


lives. if-he have renewed vis in t incr man, ana wronght Ws uNfoO- 


-anne bolinels.so.a lively faich,to.a Lincere love ofGod;t0 aconfcionable: - 


care of all our.aétions, and to all orherhis good graces, doubrleffe 


_ weare fo fealed, tharall the powers of Kell cannot deface and eb 


literate chisbleffed impreffion 


umanoe i f.we awe-che word of an honeft man,we bclieve itsbue if we- 
have his hand we make our {elves more fure-bur if wehgve borh his. 
-band and feal we reft fecure of the accomplifhing of what. is given,or- 
undertaken: How auch more affurance may we | ave,when we have- 


‘che iwoed: of atGod whole very-tisle is Amen, Fey. 3.14.8 whofe prp-- 


amifesare like hinslell rea apd: Aisa, 2 Cor. 1229, Alas,che belt man is | 
deceitful upon the balancesand bis sruc file 1s,Omais howe mendax se 
swery ian is 2 byer Bua for his Gos of rurh,, Heaven, ang Rarth {hall 
who Ord i sa é “paile 
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pafic away; before one tittle of bis Wotd thal] fais bue when that 
promife is’ {cconded by his- Seal, whar a’ tranfcendentr’ affuranee is 
Bere’? It isthe charge of the Anoltle Peter’; Gire diligence to meke 
‘your calling and eleftion fures 2 Pet.1.10. Sure, not in refpeét of Gods 
whom nochanges can reachs whofe word is, 1 am Jehovah 5 my 
-countel fhall ftand 5 but-in refpeét.of cur apprehenfion 3 nor ip rc- 
‘gard of the objc&t only, which cannot fail, buieven of the fubjot 
calfo : which if it were noc fecible, fure che Spirit of God' would nor 
‘have injovned it, or impofcd it upon uss The Vulgar reads ( Per Cora 
‘opera ) by good wotks. ‘And indeed ic is granted by Beza, atid Cha- 
aniery that in fome: Greek: copies ic “is epee ns) -whercnpor 
Bellarmine would fainctake an adyantaze to prove his coh jeAturall af- 
furance:; A ftrange march of words: meerly contradictory ; ‘for if 
. ‘but conje€turall, how can it be aflurancé'?. andif it be afftrrance, - 
“how only conjectural’? we miay aswell talk ofa falfe cuth, asa 
~ -donjeCturall affurance, Fe ee 
<< Barthac implication of Bellarmine ts-eafily blown ovcr, if we 
-confider thar thefe Good works, donet only comprehend external 
-works ,as almes-deeds,praycr, attendance on Gods ordinances, and 
‘the like: buralfo che internall atts of che foul : the Ads of belicv- 
ing, the Ads of the love of God,’ the Adts of that: hope which 
‘fhailnever make us afhamed. Thefe will evidence, as our callin 
-and eleétion, fo the certainty of both , and therefore’ are the fcal- 
-of our Redemprion. - Let fookifh men have leave to improve. their 
“wits to their Own wrongs “in pleading for-ehe uncetrainty of their 
right coHeaven’; But for us, Icrus not fuffer. our fouls to take any 
rcft rill we have chis bleficd feal put upon us co the -afforing of our 
“Redemption and Salvation ; that we maybe able. to fay with the 
 -chofenveffels God hath fegled us,_ and given as the earneft of bis Spirit 
“3m our hearts, 2 Cor. 4. 22. If we have the grancof fome good leafe, 
or fome goodly Mannor made to us-by word-of mhotith, we Lay not 
till we have gotteiit under black and whire 5 and not ther, till -we 
have it under feal3 nor then (if it be a perpetuity ) till we have live- 
ry and feizin given us of ir} and when all chis'is done, we-make ac- 
count fecurely to etijoy butt hopes:5 aud fhdll'we ‘be lefle carefull of 
-the main-chance, éverl of rhe érémial’ inheritance ‘df Heayerr? Lo 
here all thefe done for us ! Here is the word preaching. peace and 
Salvation to all chat believe ; here are his Scriprutes. the inrernal 
"a monu- 


| «37 
amonumense of his writen: word, confirming its here is che {cal ad- 
cd 10 ics here és che Livery and Se‘tli-given, in che -carnett of his 
Spirit, and here is fufficient wienefle to all 5 even Gods Spirit witnef- 
png with our Spirits that-we arethe fons of God 3 Let us finde chis in our 
bojome and we are happy 3 neither lec our hearrs be quiet till we can 
fay withthe chofen Vcflel, J antperfwaded that neither life, vor death, 
por Angels, nor Principalitres, mor powers., nor tings prefent, nor 
things to come, wor -herele nor depth, nor any creature can Le able -to 
feparate us from the'love of God, whieh ts in Chrift Fefus our Lord, Rom. 8. 
che laft vere, “Lo, thisis not a gueffe, buran‘affurance (nes) 
acither.dosh:the Apoftle fpeak: of his own: {peciall revelation (as 
the Popith Doors would pretend ) bar'he rakes all ‘beleevers into 
she parenerfhip of this comfortable unfailablencfle (nothing thal fe- 
parare.us) chus-happy.are we if we be fealed unto the day of Redemption. 
. ddaving sow handled the pares {everally, let us if you-pleafe ) put 
them together, and {ee:che power of this inference or argument : ye — 
are by the Spirit of Gol -fasled to the-day of redemptip, Oh therefore 

teve not that Spirie of ‘God ‘by whom ye-are thus fealed. The 
Spirit of God hath infinitely merired of-you ; hath donefo much for 
you,as ye are not-capable to conceive, much leffe ro anfwer in fo Hea- 
venly an obfignation ; Oh then be you tenderof giving any offence 


. ‘tothat goed Spirit ; Do-nor-youdare'to do ought that might dif- 


pleafe that loving aud beneficent Spirit. Be not yeu fo much your 
own enemies, as to give juft diftaft co -your good God.-So.as the force 
‘of che arcument, as we intimatcd at thefirlt, lies upon an action of 
ankindneffe ;. affording us this inftruétion, that the ground of Gods 
‘Childrens fear to offend muftbe out of love and thankfulnefs 3 great 
#5 thy mercy that thou maist be feared, {aich the Pfalmift ; be doth not 
day ; great is chy mercy thar chou maift be loved ;_nor, great is chy 

jelfy char thou-maift be feared ; but great 1s thy mercy that thon 


malt be feared : bale fervile natures are keprin with feare of ftripes, 


ut the ingenuous difpdfition of Gods dear ones is wropglit.upon by | 


_ the render refpek&t to the goodnefs and mercy of chat «God who’ hack 


fo ittfinizely bleffed it. Tt is an emphaticall ¢xpreffion that of St. Pasl 
For the love of Chri contraineth us : '2:€éor. 9. 14. Lo, here is akind 
-of force and violence offered to the fou! $bur fristhe force of love, 
then ‘which. nothing can be tore pleafing, neither will God of- 
fer any.ocher 5 it — that ‘is' forced ; God baa a 
ee . brea 
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break in upon the foul ; bur wins ie with thofe {weer folicirations 
chat are more powerfull then thofe of fear: Men commonly run in 
a full carere towards Hell, ic were happy that any thing in the world 
gould ftay them ; but are there any of us char find 2 reftraint. upon 
our {elves, jn the midft of our evill wayes, fo as we make a ftop in 
this pernicious courfe of our fining > whence is ic ? Is it.out of a meer 
fear of the pains of Hell,. of thofe eternall torments that abide for 
finners 2 This is lietle thank to them: Nature even in brure Creatures 
will teach them to affeé& their own prefervation ; and to avoid rhofe 
things which will neceflarily draw on their deftruétion ; Balaams 
_affe fecing the Angels fword, will ftrive to decline it ; every flave 
.will mgg_ hard to efcape the lafh: but isit ina {weer fenfe of the 
-mercies of God, who hath done fo much for thy foul ? isie our ofa 
-confcience nor to offend fo holy and munificent a God,. who hath 
. purchafed thee fe dear,and fesled thee up to the day of Redemption;snow, 
thou haft in thee a true generofity of {pirie; this argues thee ro have 
_the proper affections of a true child of Godsfor every child of God is 
A{piritually good natur’dslt is not fo with our natural children; A fto- 
mackfull £fau knowes that his good Father cannot but be difpleafed 
_.with his Pagan matches ; yet he takes him wives. of che Daughters 
of Heth: Gerx.26.35. Andan ambitious ¢falom dares rife up in 

_ rebellion againft his cenderly-loving Fathers bar grace hath arher 
_ .effeéts ; the {pirimall generation of Gods faithfull ones, are dearly 
affectionate to their Father inHeaven, and apply themfelves to all 
-ebedience out of meer love arid duty. The Son, and ehe flave are 
both injovned one work (God be thanked we can-have no in- 
ftance m this kind, thar vaflalage is happily and juftly. exsinguifhed 
asunfit tobe of ufe amongft Chriftians ).burt where it obainerh ftill, 
the Son and the ‘flave do one work, bur ous of different grounds ; 
the Son to pleafe his Father ; the flave rhar he may avoid the ftripes 
of an mmperious Mafter, therefore the one doth it cheerfully and 

_ willingly s the other grudgingly and repiningly ; the one of Love, 
and Gratitude, the orher.out of fear. | This is.a point worthy of our 
{crious confideration, as chat-which mainly imports our- fouls, what 
are the grounds of our either aGiong, or forbearances's: we indevour 
fome good duties, we refrain from fome fins ;. out’ of what princi- 
ples? Some there are thar can bragg-of their immuniry from grofs 
-Lins,, with the proud Phari{ce, £ am no fornicater x. 90 drunkards. no 
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martherer, no lyer, 29 flanderer, no appreffeur 3 Andi would to God 
every one of you that hear me this day could in fincerity of heart fay 
fos Buc what is the ground of this their pretended inoffenfivenefs 2 
If it be only a fear of Hell, and of che wrathful indignation of chat 
jutt Judge, chou canft reap {mal comfort to thy Soul in chis cond?tion; 
for chis is out of meer felfe-love, and defire to efcape pain and mife- 


ry, which is iacident into the worft of creatures: Even the evil Spi- 


rits them{elves are afraid of tormenting, and deprecate the -fending 
them back to their chains : Buc if it be out of a gracious, aad tender 
Jove to God ; out of a filial fear of che -difpleafure of a God that 
hath done fo much for thee, this argiies the difpofition of a true child 
of God, and may juftly adminifter comfort to chy Soul, in the time 


_ of chy erial:Oh that we could every one of us lay before our eyes the 


fweet mercies of our Godselpecially bis {piricual favours 5 how freely 
he hath lovedus, how dearly he hath redeemed us 3 even with the 
mott precious blood of the Son of his love ; how gracioufly he hath 
{ealed us up co the day of our redeemprion? and chat we could 


make this ufe of is tobe a ftrong retra&tive from any, even of our 


- deareft, and gainfullett fins ; y this home with-you, dear bre- 


thren, I befeech you, and fail not to chink of ic upon all occafions 
when ever you fhall finde your {elves tempred to any fin wharfoever 
of luft, ofexceffe, of coverous defires, have- this Antidote rea- 
dy in your bofomes, which goad Jofeph had; How fbal Ido this | 
great evill and fin againft Gods; As good — that holy 
Martyr, when for the prefervation of his life he was urged 
to renounce Chrift, faid; Fourfcore and fix years have I been his 
fervant, and he never did me hurt 3 and fhalll deny my Soverain 
King chat hath fo gracioutfly preferved me ? If out of thefe grounds 
thou canfacheck rhy fins; and canft fay ; LordI: have been care- 
fill not to gricve thy good {pirit, becaufe chou in thine eternal love 


haf fealed me-thereby to che day of my redemption, be confidenr, 


thar thy redemption is {caledin Heaven, and fhall in due time be 
munifefted ro thine invefticure with the eternal] glory and happinefs 
which God hath prepared for all his ; To rhe participation wkere- 
of, that God who hath ordained us, in his Fee time mercifully 


bring us, for rhe fake of the Son of his love, Jefus Chrift the juft, . 
‘to whom with the Father, and rhe bleffed Spirit one infinice and 


incomprehenfible God be given all prayfe, honour, and glory, now 
and for evermore, Amen. - Ra OA 
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For as many as are led: by the.Sperit of Ged,.they ave the 
| Sons of God. e pies 


Bx onof the-defcent of the holy Spirit, and therefore de- 

RS] PAS ferves to be (as itis named } the ruc Dominica in al- 
SOY 5165. Whit: _ : whire is the colour of Innocence and 
joy in refpedt of che firft, this, together with the feat: 
of Eater was wont in the primitive timés'tobe the folemn feafon of 
Bi. prifm,, and facramental] Regeneration : in refpect of the fecond, 
it was the feafon of the ju Triumph and exultation of the Church ;: 
Which was as this day graced, confirmed, andtefrefhed,.with the 

~ miraculous defcent of the promifed comforter 3 in both regards every 
v Chujftian challenges an intercft in. its as thefe who claim re be the 
--."* Sons of God by-Baprifm;. the Sacrament of Regencration,. and to be 
indued’ and. furnifhed with the fan@ifying gifts of that blefled Spi+._ 
tie, whofe wondertull defcent we: this day celebrate : w!ich how 
can.we do better then by inquiring into whar sight we Lave. to chis 
wd ee eg Rly: 


wee N. His only day is wont to be confecrated tothe Celcbrati- 


- 
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holy {pirir, and co tha t fon-fhip of God, which in our Bap:ifm we 

ptefefs ro partake of : we are al} apt upon cl ¢ Icaft caufe to be proud 


of our parentage. There are Nations ( thcy fay ) in the wor'd, 


whereof every man challenges gentility, and kindred ro their King 3 
fo are we wont to do fpiritually to the King of Heaven. Every onc’ 


_ hath che Spirit of God 5 every one is the fon of God. It isthe main 


errand we have to do on the Earthto fettle our kearts upon jutt 


aa se the truth of this refolution ;and this rexe undertakes to. 


it for us, infallibly deciding ic, that thofe, and none bit thofe,. 
that are led by the Spirit of God, are the Sons of God. 

So as we need: not now think ef climbing up into Heaven, to 
turn the books of Gods erernall Counfell ; nor linger after Enthu- 
fiafmes and Revelations, as fome fanaticall {pirits ule to do snor with. 
for thar holy Dove to wifper in our ear, with thar great Arabrans 
impoftour ; but only look ferioufly into our own hearts and lives 5; _ 
and trie our {elves thoroughly by this fure, and unfailing rule of our 


-bleffed Apoftle, So many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons 


of God, let my fpeech, and your atrention then be bounded in 
thefe three limirs :. Here is Firft a privileds, To be the Sons of God.. 
Secondly a qualification of the priviledved, To be led by the Spirit. 
Thirdly an Univerfall predication of chat priviledge upon the per- 
fons qualified ; So many as are Fed by the Sprrit of God are the Sons- of 
God 5 i nced not crave vour attention, the tmportance of the matter 
challengesic. Torche firlt chen; icisa wonderfull and inexplicable 
priviledge, this, T¢ be the Soxs of God ; no marvell if every one be apr. 
toclaim; The glory of Children are their Fathers, Prov. 17. 6. How: | 
were the Fewes puffed up with rhae vain gloriarion thar they were _ 
the Sons of Alrabam, and yer rhey micht have been fo3. and have 

come fronyhared Efas, or ejected Hfimnael sxtat is it then to be the Sons 


of the God of A! rabam ? Ye krrow what David could fay upon the ten- 


der of matching inro the blood royall 3 feemeth it 3 fmall matter to you 
to be the Son in Law to a Kinz > Ob whar chen is it to be the erue born 
fons to the great King of Heaven 2 The -A/afizs pride themfclves 
tobe dc rived from that Son whom chcy fay che Owen of Sheta had: 
Begotten of her by Solomca when fhe went to vifir him’; iris enough 
tharic was Princely rhough bale ; How may we gloty tohe che 
true and legitimace iffue of che King of glory ? the great Lord inthe. 
‘Gofpell is brouzhe in by ourSaviour in his parable to fay, They will ve+ 


UVErence 


& 
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verence my Son 5 and Amzons wicked kinfman could fay £0 him, Why 
art thou, the. Kings Son, fo fad 2 asit ene fon-fhip to a King were a fa- 
perfedeas toall whatfocver gricfe or difcontenument. Neither is 
there matter of honour onely in this priveledg but of profit too; 
-efpecially in the cafe of rhe Sons of this Heavenly King, whofe Sons 
"are all heirs,as ye have icv. 17. with men ind¢ed it is not fo: Amongft 
Gods.chofen people the firftborn carryed away: a double portion ; 
bu: in fome other Nations, and in fome parts of ours, the Eldeft gocs 
away with all 3 as on the contrary orhers are ruled by the law or 
cuftome of Gavel kind and the like inftitutions ; where either the 
youngeft inherit ;or all equally. but gencrally it ts here with us cun- 
trary to that old word concerning Jfaacs twins, the lefler ferves the 
greater. Fohofaphat gave great gifts to his other fens, but the King- 
dume to the Eldeft, Jeboram, 1 Chron. 21. 3. foas the reft were bur 
as fubjeéts co their Eldeft Brorher ; in che family of the higheft ir is 
not fo; there are all heires 3 all inherit che bleflings , the honours : 
as all are partakers of the Divine nature ; and of every onc may be 
{aid by way of Regeneration, that which was eminently, and fingu- 
larly {aid by the way of eterhall generation of the naturall and co- 
— effenttall Son of God, Thou art my Son, Ihave begotten thec ;fo 
: allare partakers of thofe bleflings, and happy immunities which ap- 
. pertain to their filiation and what are they ? Surely great beyond rhe 
-. power of expreffion ; for firft in this name they have a fpiricual right - 
ro all.che creatures of God ? all things are yours, faich the Apoftle ; 
.. A fpirieuall, I fay, nota naturall , nora civill right, which men 
have to what they legally poffefs ; we muft take heed of this errour 
- which makes an Univerfall confufion where ever it prevailes : all 
thefe carthly affaires are managed by a civill right ; which men have 
whether.by defcent, or lawfull acquifition : foas it is nor for any 
man to challenge an intereft, either advem, or inre, in the goods 
of anorher;but Gods childfén have a double claim to all rhey poflefs, 
both civill from men, and {piricuall from God; The Earth hath be 
given to the Sons of men, {faith the Pfalmift; and men by juft con- - 
= . by purchafe, by gift conveigh it legally ro each other ; Be-. 
fides which they have a fpirituall right ; for God hath given all 
rhings to his Son as Mediatour, and in and by him to thofe that are 
~ Incorporated into him; fo-as now in this regard every child of God is. 
— gauxdi dominu, the Lord of the World, .as chat Father ely ae ; 
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Secondly, they have in this name an intereft in God himifelf (for 
what nearer relation can there be, rhen betwixt a father anda fon : ) 
An intereft in all his promifes, in all his mercics, in all that he is, in 


all chac flowes from him, in his remiffion, protcdtion, provifion. 


Which of us earchly parenes,if we extinguifh not nature in our felves, 
can be wanting in thefe things to the children of our Loines. > How 
much more impoffible is it that he who is Ad love, Fob.4.16.fhould 
be wanting to thofe thar are his by a true regencration.Hence is thae 
enforcement, which God uferh by his Prophet, Caza woman forget 
her fucking child, that fhe flould not have compaffion on the fen of ber 
womb ; yea they may forget, yet will not E forget thee : Behold I ave grau- 
en thee upon the palms.of my hands, Efay 59.15, 16. 

Thirdly,hence followes an unqueftionable right in atcendance and 
Guardianfhip of the blefled Angels, Pfal..g1. 11. They are the litele 
ones whereof our Saviour, A4arth. 18. the elpecial charge whom 
thofe glorious Spirits are deputed to attend, Heér. 1.14, Andoh 
what an honor is this, that we are — creatures more glori- 
ousin nature, more excellentin place and office, then our felves’? 
Whar acomfortable affureance is this that we have thefe troopes 
‘of Heavenly Souldiers pitching their tens about us ;. and .ready. to 
fave-guard us from the malice of the principalities and powers.of 
darknefie 2 3 ee -_ 

- Lafllyin this name they have a certain, and- unfailable claim. to 


eternal glory ; For what is that bur the ssberitance of the Saints,Colof.1.. 


Who fhould have your Lands but-vour heirs ,and Lo,thefe'are tke © 
heirs of God s and none but they.: Come ye dleffed of my Father, tn- — 
herst the sik, in prepared for yeu ( {aith our Saviour ). Matth, 25. 34.- 


Many a-one here is borne ro a fair eftare, and is itrip’c of it, whe- 


ther by the juft difherfon- of his offended Father, or elfe by rhe 
power, Or circumvention of an adverfary , or by his own mif-go- 
vernment, and unthrifrinefs ; here isno danger of any. of thefe. 
On our Fathers part, ‘none, For whom he loves, be loves to the end : 


On our Adverfarics part, none, Wane {ball take them out of my band, 


__: faith out Saviour, The gates of Hell (ball nor prevaile. again lis: On, 


- our part,. none ;.For whereby can we lavifh oue. our eftate bur by 7 


our fins, avd he that is borne of God finneth not; finneth norfo astoin- 


- gure a forfeit; he may fo fin as to be frowned on for the rime, tobe 


- chid, iyea perhaps to be well whipped of his F ather , not fo ‘as to be 


une 


744 = : 
He = = 
“unfonned, ot: dif-herited : For che feed of God rcmatns in Lisas Lo 
whiles he hath the Divine feed in him he is the Son of God, and 
ewhiles he isa Son he cansot butbe an heir: Oh rhen the comtorta- 
ble and biciled priviledges of the Sons.of God! cnangh to auract and 
eavith anyheart ; for who dochnorcficet che dhonour of the- highctt 
parentage, net under Hicaven but in ic? who canbe bur eagerly ambis 
rious of the ticle of rhe Lord of the world,fo.clofely yea:to be aneeref- 
{ed in the great God of Heaven and Larch, by an inteparable relation 
“40 be arrended on by thofe mighty and majefticall Spiritszand laflly,to 
tbe fcoffed in the:all-glorions Kingdome of Heaven, and immoral 
crown of glory 2 ‘Nene of you can benowdo dull asnor defire 10 be 
thus happy, andto askesthebleffed Virgin when fhe was told of 


er miraculous conception, Quomodo fier sftud ? Plow thall rhis be > 


How may] attain tothis bleed. condition? Thisisa gucftion worth 
asking. ‘Oh the’poor andbale-choushts of men! How may Iraile 
-my houfe » how may! fertle my eftate 2 How may I'geragoedbar 
‘gain ? how may I fave or gain ? how.may I be revenged :of mine 
“enemy ? ‘whiles inthe mcan ‘time we care ‘not to demand -( what 
“mot concerns us’) whichway {hoakd Lbecome the child of God ? 
‘But, would we know this, te'which all che World is but trifics 2 
furely it isnot fo hard asuifeful, whofe Sons we are :by nature, we 
{oon know too well.. Iris not enough to fay, our Father was an 
 Amorite, ‘and our Mother an Hittite, or to fay we are the children: . 
of this-world, Lake 16,8. ot #feed of fal{ehood, Efay'57. 4. or yor 
avorfe the children of thenrght-wel-darkneffe, 1 The]. 5.5. worle yet, 
“-weare fili contamacse the fons of wilful difobedience, as the original 
“TENS, mers 3. and thereby yer werle , the foas of wrath, Ephef. 
-», 2.and which is the-height of ail miferics, the Sons of. death and 
‘eternal damnation; how then, how-come wero be the Sons of 
God 2 Iris che Almighty power of Grace'thar only can make chis 
‘change: A double'Gracé3 the Grace of Adoption, the Grace of 
“Regencration : Adoption 3 Ged hath predestinated.vs to the adoption of 
» fous by Fefus Chrift, Ephef. t. 5. Regeneration ; So many as received 
“him, ‘be gave thém this power or right tobe made'the Saws of Gos thofe 
* which are borne wot of blood, or the lujt of the fielh, but borne of God Febp 
" ¥, 12,13. and that which referrs co both, 7esve ail the Chilaren of 
‘God by faith in Chrift Jefus, Galat. 3. 26. Shorely then if we would be 
‘Sons amt Danghters ofGod ( for the cate is-ene ip -bosh:, sales 
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hath no fexes, and in Chrift. there is neicher male nor female) we 
mult {ce chat we be borne again 3 not of warer only ; fo we are all, 
facramentally Regencrated, but of the Holy Ghoft, Jf any man be in. 


_ Christ be 1s 4 new creature, 2 Cor. 5.17. we muft not be the men we ° 


were ; and how hall that be effected >? Jv Christ Jefus I have begotten 
you throsgh the Gofpell, faith the Apoftle, 1 Cor.4. 15. He hath be- 
gotten us bythe word of Truth, Fam. 1.18. This word is that immor-. 
ral feed whereby we are begotten to God 3 lec this word therefore 
have it’s perfect work inus, let icrenew usin the inner man; mor- 
tifying all our-evill and corrupt affections , and railing ws up to a’ 
new life of Grace and obedience,then God will not fhame to own us 
for his; and we fhall not prefume in claiming this glorious title of the 
Sons of God: But Jf we be ftill our old felves, no changlings ac all, 


_. the fame men that we came into the World, without detalcation. 


> 


of our corruptions, wishout addition of Grace, and Sanétification «, 
Surely we muft feck: us another Father, we are nor yet the Sons of. 
God: But me thinks ere 1 was aware lam falling to anticipare my 
difcourfe, and whiles 1am teaching how we come tobe the Sons of, 
God, am fhowing how we may know that we are fo 5 which is the — 
drift of this Scripture in che qualification here mentioned : So many as. 
are led bythe Spirit of God, are the Sons of God. we 

_ Ieis not enough for us ( my beloved ) tobe the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of God, unleffe we know our felves to be fo : for certainly , he 


~ cannot be truely happy, chardorh not know him({elf happy-: How 


fhall we therefore know our felyes co be the Sons of God ? furely. 


_ there may be many figncs and proofes of it befides this mentioned 
in my Text, or rathcr, many fpecialtics under this general. As ~ 
 firft, Every Child of God is like his Father : Ie isnot fo in carnall 


Generation : we have feen many Children that have not fo muchas 

one lineament of cheir Parents 5 and as contrary to their difpofitions 
as if they had been ftrangers co their loines and womb : In the fpiri- 
tual fon-fhip it is nor fo, every Child of God carries the true rcfeme © 


_ blance of his Heavenly Father 3 as he chat hath called you is holy, 


fo be ye holy in all manner of converfation : Becaufe it is writtcn,. 


| Be ye holy for J amboly, 1 Pet. 1. 15, 16. Well then, my Brethren,, 


trie your felves by thisrule 5; our Heavenly Father ts merciful, are 
we cruel ? Our Farther is righreous in all his waves, are we unjult? 
Our Heavenly Fathcr is flow coanger, are we furious upon ae 
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fleight occafion > Our Heavenly Father abhors all manner of evill: 
do we take pleaftire in any kind of wickedneffe? certainly we have 
no:hing of God inus, neicher can we. cla‘m any kindred with 
“Heaven. : tee 
Secondly, every Child that is not utterly degenerate, bears a filial 
love to his Parents,anfwering in fome meaiure that naturall affeati- - 
on, which the parent bears cowards him; we cannot but know, 
that the love of God,our Heavenly Father, toward us is no lefs then 
infinite, P/al. 103. 13. what return do we make of love to him a- 
gain ? we can perhaps talk largely of our love to God, bur where 
18 the proof of it 2, Did welove our Father in Heaven as children , 
could we ftrange our felves from his intereft? Cou'd we indure to 
fee him wronged in all his concernments? to hear his facred and 
dread name blafphemed? to fee his Ordinances trampled upon, his 
+ Meffengers conremptoutly ufed, his houfe and his day prophaned ? 
Would we not {pit ag that fon chat would purup fuch indignities of- 
fered to his carnal Father 2. And why will we lay claun to a fon-fhip 
of God, if we can {wallow fuch (piritual affronts upon eur Gud 2 
"Thirdly, every: not ill-natur’d, and ungraciousfon (as God hath 

none fuch ) bears a kind of awfull refpe& to his Father, both in 
what he doth, and in what he fuffers. For his adtions,he dares not to 
do any thing wilfully chat may work his Fathers dif pleafure ; and e- 
_ ven thofe things which he would not ftick to dobefore a ftranger, yer 
before his Father he revereaually forbeares to do; If ide a Father, 
_ where is my honour 2 Malae. 1. 6. If chen we be not awfully affcéted 
_ tothe prefence ef God, If we dare boldly fin God in the face 5 itar- 
_ guesftrongly that we have no filial relation to him : For his {uffcr- 
ings 5 A child will receive that corre tion from the hand-of a Father, 
which he would never abide from a ftranger : He that would be rea. 
dy to,repay blowes to another man, takes ftripes from a Father, 
and anfwers them onely with tears’; Thus, if we be the Sons of God; 
we do fubmiffely undergo from his hand, what fatherly chaftifment 
he fhall be pleated to lay upon ussbut if we be ready co firugele, and 
groyningly repine at his correétion, it fhowes we do not acknow- 

__ ledge him for our Father. | oe : 
tly, a fonas he is wholly art his. parents difpofing : fo 
he’ depends upon his Fathers provifion > expecting fuch parri- 
mony as his Father fhall beftow upon him; and waiting with 
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patience tor {uch childes-parr ashe can have no hope of from a 


itranger. If wedofo to our Heavenly Father, Icading the life of 
faich with him 5 cafting our {elves upon his gracious providence for 
all good things of cither World ; and xing cur cycs upon thar clo- 
riou> inheritance which he hath purchafed for us above, we do cvi- 
dently fhow our {elves.o be the fons of God ; bur what need we a- 
ny other evidence of this blefled condition, then what is hcre ex- 


picfly laid down co our hands in my Text? So many as are led by the — 


Spirtt of God, they ave the Sons of God. | 


What is it then to be led by the Spirit of-God > The original! is 


(“rile ) a word, which every Grammarian knowes to fignitic borh 
agi, and duct, to be led, or driven; fowherc it is {aid by one E- 
vangelilt that Chriff was led into the wildernefs to be temped, Mat. 4. % 
“Of another it is read 5 that he was driven, AfZark 1. 1® And though 


the'vulgar reads it here gui azuntar, yet our Rhemifts turn it, Thole . 


thar are led 5 norcing in the margin, out of St. Augustines true ex- 
plication, that Geds children are not violently compelled againf 
their wills, but {weetly drawn, moved, and inducedto do good ; 
So as this word then implies ; both an act of Gods Spirit working 
Inus and ourcomplying wich chat act in an obedient and ready 
-conformicy thereunto : For wherever the Spirit of God is, it is not 
idle and ineffe@uall, bur ic is ftill directing and inclining unto good; 
.and whofoever is led by that Spiric, yields htm{clf to the motions and 
guidance ; 48 azimus asthe old wordis. _ In all leading therefore, 
and fo in chis, there muft be an hand to guide, and a foot to follow 5 
good motions on Gods part, and motions in good, on ours; both 
‘thefe muft go together, elfe there is no leading by the Spirit of God. 
It is noc enough that good thcughits are injected into us by the holy 
Spirit; yea itis fo farr from availing us, as thata man isfo much the 
-worfe for thofe good metions he enrcrtaines not, as the motions are 
more excellent, and divine; Bur thofe good injections muft be re- 


ceived, imbraced, dclishtedin, and followed home in a conftanc _ 


and hab‘tuall pra&tife , with a refolute rejection, and dercftation 

of thecontrary, a oo 2 

Befides thae foirit of our mind ( Eplef. 4.° 23.) which lodgeth in 

every breft, every man is led by fome fpirit or other: Onc is Ied by 

a {pixie of Errour (1 Tin. g. 1. ) and feduétion in matter of un~ 

_ derftanding : Another by the fpirit of giddinefs, Efa...19. 14. “e 
| 5S 2 
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wild fancies, and brainfick imaginations ; another is led by rhe Spi- 
rit of bondage, to flavifh fears, and affictive horrours, asin the nexe 
verfe.to my Text; anether, by che {pirie of the World, 1 Cor, 2. 12. 
Another (and indeed all thefe) by the unclean Spirit, as he is ufually 
ftyled, in the Goffell ; others which are all the regenerate are Jed 
by the Spirit of God: when our Saviour faid to his too fiery Difciples, 
Ye know not of what Spirit ye are, he implies that of fome fj Pirie they 
muft needs be : now there are thofe thar pretend to de led Ly the 
Spirit of God, and are not. St. Paw! could upon. good warrant fay, 
J truft Ihave the Spirit of God ; chat cruft was (however he medeftly 
expreffes it) no Ieffe then a*certain knowledg ; but a Zidki jab on 
the other fide in a falfe prefumption can fay, which way went the Spirit 
of God from me, to.fpeak to thee? ne 
I remembet in the hittory of the 4valaptifls of Munfter, one of 
 thofe illuminated companions of Jobs Becold, and Cnrpperdoling ts 
faid to have kill’d his own naturall Brother in the face of his pa- 
rents 5 and profeffed to doit upona revelation from the Spirit, the 
night before ; And whac herefies, and prodigious opinions have been 
fet on foor, and maintained to the death under pretence of the di- 
tation and warrant of Gods Spirit, who can be ignorant? Let us. 
__therefure enquire how a.man may know, whether he be truly led ty 
the Spirit of God. = | | 
Firft then the Spirit of God leads no man bat in a right way: 
and what is that bur the way of Gods Commandements> All o- 
_ ther wayes are wayes of our ewn, oblique and crooked, as deviating 
from.the ftraight line of righteeufneffe :. In them cithcr-we lead our 
Selves, or Satan leads us 3. Jf any man Le tempted s let him not fay that 
hess tempted of God ; God moves to holy duties , to juftand charita- 
‘ble ations, and none but thém.; fer he cannot be contrary to bim{clf: 
Is there any of us therefore that is carried on in acourfe of unclean- 
-nefle, excefs, ‘difobedicnce, . oppreffion, orany Orber fin wharfoe- 
ver 3 Alas, weare led by a contrary {pirit in the dark wayes thar 
~ lead to death and Hell. It were blafphemy to father thefe fnfull 
mif-leadings upon the holy Spirit of God. : 
| Secondly, Gods Spirit leads no man butby a juftrule; Tharsule 
15 the a of truth, tn all marrer of judement that muft dirc& US's. 
ncc.cain and variable Traditions, private and ungrounded Reve- 


lations, which are any way croffe to this recorded will of God are 


the 
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, the déceitful guides, of the {pirit oferrour. Ifthen any frantick er 

. fuperttitious perfon, fhall pretend any other direction then God _ 
hath givens in his revealed will ; well may I fay-of him, as Sr. 
Paul dares fay of an Angel from Heaven (if any fuch could be guilty 
of that offence ) Lethim be Anathema. 

Thirdly, Gods Spirit leads his {weetly and gently, aifponst .omara 
fuaviter , not ina bluftring and hurrying violence, but by a leafure- 
ly, and gracious inclination ° ; foin Elijahs vifion 5 There was fire, 

' wind , Earthquake's but Ged was in none of them; thefe were fit pre- 
: paratives for his appearances but it was the flilt foft vorce 5 wherein 
God would be xevealed, 1 Kings 19. 12. Thofe that are carrte 

; withan beady and furious impetuoufneffe, and vehemence of paf- 
ion in all their proceedings , which are all rigour and extremity 5 are 
notled by that good fpitit, which would be ftyled the fpirie of 
meeknefs ; who-was pleated to defcend not in the form of an Eagle, 


“> or any other foul of prey, but in. the formof ameck and innocent 
, dove. | a 
a Fourthly, Gods Spirit leads on.in aconftant way of progreffion 
' from grace to grace, from vertue to verti, like asthe fun arifesby 


degrees to his fall meridian 3 whereas paffion goes by fuddain flafhes 
like lightning ; whercof the interruptions are as {peedy and mos 
mentany as.the eruptions ; The very word ' of leading implies a 
continuance ; neither camthey be faid to be led on, that make no 
roccedings in their way; if either therefore we go backward, or 
~  ftand ftillin goodneflestt we promove not from ftrength to {trength, 
we have no ground to think we are led by the Spirit of God. 
Laftly, Fleth and Spirit are ever oppofite one to the other, and 
: go {till conerary wayes, and lead tocontrary ends 3 If ye walk after 
: the fel, ye (ball dye, faith our Apoftle. Nature and Gace which 
‘ have their hands in this manudu&ton bork waycs, ftandin perpetu- 
: “al oppofition to each other 3 If therefore we be Jed by our fenfual 
- - appetite to do and aff & that which is pleafing ro corrupt nature, WC 
; are led by that blind guid the flefh, and if the blind lead the blind, 
it is no marvell if both of them fall into the pit of perdition 5 but if 
_-we mortify our evil and corrupt affeétions ; croffing and curbing our 
exorbitant and finful defires, and bringing them forceably undcr the © 
fubjcStion of Gods Spirit: Now we may be affured to be led by the 
Spirit of God.. - _ 
~ Other 
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‘Ocher parricularities.of difcovery might be urged, whercby wa 
mizht ealily judg of eur own condition; bur thefe are enow whcere- 
by we may try our felves, our guides and waycs: It is cleare then 
( co fumme up thefe proofes of our cftacc ) chat only they who waik 
in the wayes of Gods commandcments, who are direGed by th- ire- 

vealed Will and word of God 5 who are {weedy mciined by the gra- 
cious motions of his Spirit ; who go on in a conitant fafhion,chrough 
all the degrees of grace and obedience 3 who rcftrain their own na- 
tural defires and af:eCtions, fubmiteing chemfelves wholy ro the go- 
vernment of the Holy Ghoft; onely they (] fay )-arc Jed by the 
Spirit of God. | eee -_ a 
Five forts of men there are, therefore,who,what = fo ever 
they may prerend to make, are not led by the Spirte of God, 

_ Firft, chofe chat go on ina known evil way 5 Lead me O Lord sn the 
wayes of thy righteoufneffe, faith the Plalmift.: {[Lo, they are 
on'y the pathes of righteoufneffe inwhich ‘God leads us 5 the reft 
are falfe wayes, as the Pfalmift juftlycalls them, which every good 
heart, and much more the holy God uttcrly abhors 3. wois me that 
J have lived co fee thofe dayes whercin any chat looks with rhe face 
of a Chriftian fhould maintain that fins are no fins to the fairhful ; 
and that he is the holicft man that can fin the boldlyeft, and with 
the grearcft freedom from reluctancy : Did ever any man look for 
Heaven in Hell before > Didever'any feck for the greatcf good 

— in the worft of evils 2. This is not Herefie, bue meer Devilifmeswhere- 
with yet, ic feems, fome ungrounded foules, are wofully cainred ; 

| | God be merciful ro them, and reclaim them ere it be teo late from 

| fo damnable an impicty. 

| — Secondly, chofe that are led by their own vain imaginations, and 

_ dlufive dreams in the wayesof error $ raifing unco themfelves new 
and wild opinions, and pra@tifes, without any warrant from the 
written word of God. 7 

Thirdly, thofe that are carried by paffion, and diftemper, though 
even in good waics, cutning a religious heat into fury, and unchari- 
table rage. » | 
| Poni. thofe rhat make no progreffe at all in good, bur citker 
decay in grace, or thrive not. | 
And laftly, thofe that humour, and footh up corrupt nature,care- 
ing only to fulfil the lufts of their own flefh:All thefe,;whereof Gad 
es knowes. 
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knowes there are roo many in the World, yca in the Church of 
God making a fair flourifh of Chriftianity, are nothing Jeffe rhen 
led by che Spirit of God ; and rherefore can lay no-claim to the flare 
or title of the Sos of God : which is inferred in the conricxion of this 
qualification wich the priviledg.: being the third head of our dif= 
courfe , So many as are led by, the Spirit of God , are the Sons of 
God, eo arg we ie | 

The Spirie of God, is God 5 neither is mention made here of the 
Spirit only, as by way of exclufion ef the other perfons: No, what 
one doth, alldo, according tothe old maxime. Ail the exrernal 
works of the Triniry are indivifible ; it is good reafon then, that 
God fhould lead his own, and fo he doth: But here it will be fic for 
us to confider How far this leading of Gods Spirit will arcue and ¢- 
vince this fon-fhip, and whether every conduét thereof will doir 2 

There is a work of the Spirit of God at large 5. The Spirit of God fills 
all the world, {aith che WVifcman, ¥if-lom 1, 7. | | 
_ Norfo yer, as was che errour uf P. Alailardus in Bernard, That 
Gods Spirit is aaima mundi as the God of the World, notas cke foul 
of the World: As in the ftate of the firft Tohw and Behx, che Spirie 
of God flattered upon the Waters, asit were to hatch the creature 
' which fhould be produced, Gen. 1. 2.fo dothhe {till fill the world 
for thé prefervation of this univerffe : But in rhis all, he worksin 
mancefpecially ; There 1s 4 fpirit in man, faith Elihu in Job 32. 8.and 
the infpiration of the Almighty giveth them underftanding 3 yee 
this is not the leading of this holy Spirit, thar we are in hand 
with ; lower then this, there are gertain common graces wrought in 
men by the Spirit of God; as fome gencral i ]uminations in the 
knowledg of divine things; fome good moral difpofitions, fome 
sciiraincs of evil inclinations and actions, which yer will never reach 
to evince eur fon-fhip to God. How eafily were te for me ro name 
you divers Heathens which have becn eminent in all thefe, and 
yet ( for ought we know ) never the nearer to Heavens yet lower, © 
there are fome {peciall gifts of the Spmie which we cal] Charifina:s, 
~ rare endowments beftowed upon fome mien, excellene faculrics of 
preaching, and praying ; power of miraculous workings ( as no 
doubt Judas did caft out Devils as well as the beft of his fellow-A- — 
poftles) giftsofrongques, and of Pruphefie and the like, which do no 
_ More argue aright to the fon-fhip of God, then an 
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fuled skill of Bezalel and A soliab could prove chem Saintssycr,lattly, 
there may be fenfible Operations of the Spirit of God upon-the foul in 
the influences of holy motions into the heart, in werking a temporary 
faith, and {ome fair progreffc in an holy profeffion, and yer no fon- 
fhip ; :the world is tull of fuch glow-wormes, char make fome 
fhow of Spiritual Light from God, when they have nothing in 
them, but cold crudities that can ferve for nothing but deceic. 

Will ye then fee, what leading of the Spirit can evince us tobe 
the Sons and Daughters of God ; know then that if we will hope 
for a comfortable aflurance hereof : we mutftbe efficacioufly led by 
his fandtitying Spiric, firftin marter of judgment, fecondlyin our 
difpofitions, and thirdly in our practife. | : 

_ For matter of judgment, ye remember what our Saviour faid to 

his Difciples 5 when the Spirst of truth is come he will lead you inte all 
Truth, John 16.13. Tharisinto all faving and neceffary. truches ; 

fo asto free us from groffe ignorance, or main crrour : Whofoe- 

_ wer therefore is enlightned with the true and folid knowledg ofall 
thofe points of Chriltian doStrine, which are requifice for falvation, 

is in tha firft regard led by che Spiric 5 aind in this behalf hath a juft 

| title to che fon-fhip of God, as contrarily thofe that are grofly and 
“obftinarely erroneous in their judgment of fundamental eruches, Jet 

_ them pretend to never fo much holincffe in heart, or life, fhall 
 dnvain Jay claim to this happy condition of the Sonsof God. ! 

For our difpofition fecondly. If the holy Spirichave wroughe our 
hearts to be right with God in all our affections ; if we do fincerely 

_ dove and fear him, if we do truelybelieve in him, receiving him as 
~ not our Saviour only, bur asour Lord ; If our defires be unfaincd 
towards him ; If after a meek and penicent felf-dejeétion. we can find 
our felves raifed toa lively hope, and firm confidence in that our 
’ tblefled Redcemer 5 and fhall continue in a conftant, and habiwal. 
fruition of him, being thus led by the Spirir of God, we may be 
aflured chat we are the Sons of God ; for flefhand blood cannotbe 
acceflary to thefe gracious difpofitions. 

Laftly for our practife, it is aclear word which we hear God fay 
by Exckiel, I will put my Spirit into the midff of you 5 and will by it caufe 
you to walk 1n my ftatutes, and keep my laws, Exech. 36.27. Lo hercin 
as the main ain of a foul led by the Spirie. of God, and adopted to 
this heavenly fon-fhip. Iris not forus ro content gur {elves to = 
; ' >) 
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aii ie of the lawes of or God ; and to’ make empty and 'formal profefi- 
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, Here mutt be a contintied walk in Gods fkacutes' ‘ie'will noe ferve 
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the wrne forws cd {tumble upon fome -acceptable ‘work; ‘to flep a; 
fide. litileinto the pathes of godlineffe,' arid thé'n Ura w'back ‘to che 
World; nomy beloved, ‘this deading of Gods Spirit tanft néither bé 
a forced angariation ( as if God would feoffe grace and falvation up- 
on us againit our wills ) nor {ome fuddatn -procrufion ‘to good, nor a 
meer, aéual’, cnomentany, tranfient conduétion , for a brunt of 
holinefle and away, leaving ws co the.finful wayes of cur ‘former 
dilobedience, and co our wonced compliances-with the World, rhe 
Devil, andthe Flefh ; bur muft be ia a fteady, ‘uninterrupted, habi- 
‘tual courfe of holy obedience 5 foas wé may fincerely profcfle wieh 
the man after Gods own heart, Aty foul hati kept thy Feftimontes, and 
— L love them exceedingly, Pfal.119. 67. Now then dear-Chriftians 
Jay this co heart ferioufly-; andcall your felves fadly‘to this triall 
Whar is the carriage of our lives ? Whar obedience do we yeild 
‘to the whole law of our God > If thar be entire, hearty , univerfal, 
conftant, perfeverant , and cruly confctentious, we have whereof 
torejoyce 3 an unfailinz-ground to:pafie a confident judgment upon 
our {pirical eftace, ta be noleffethen happy. Bue if we be wil- 
lingly failing in che unfained defires and indeveurs of thefe holy per- 
formances, and hall let loofe the reins to any known wickednefle ;: 
_ we have no part nor portion in this blefled condition : Mark, J be- 
feech you, how fully thisis afferted to our- hands, in this, ( faith the 
beloved Apoftle ) the Children of God are manifeft, and the children of 
the Devil 3 ‘whofoever doth not righteonfael]exs not of God, netther he that 
doves not js brother, 1 Fob. 3. 10. Obfervgd pray, you whar' reft we 


are put to: ye hear him not fay who "fo talks not holifv, or whofo | 


profefics nor godlineffe ; in'thefe an hypocrite may exceed the beft 

Saine; bue whofoever doth notrighteoufnefle : wirhall fee what a- 
claufe the Difciple of love fuperadds tothe mention of all Righre- 
eufnefle ( nether he that loves not bis brother ) furcly the Spirit of God 


isa Loving Spirit, Wifdom x. 6, and St. Paul hath the like phrafe, Rom. 


15. 30. To ler pafie then all'the other proofes of our guidance by 


the f{pirit: Inftance but in thisone: Alasmy Brethren what is be- 
¢ome of chat charicable, and chriftian carriage of men towards one 
be con- 


anether, which God requires of us and which was wont to 
| _ T ——— fpicuous- 
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fpicuous amongit Chriftian compatriots, Wo is me, inftead of 
~~ thar true and hearty love which our Saviour would have the Live 
of our Difciple-fhip,che badg of our poly profeftion, what do we fee 
bur emulation,envy,& malice, rigid cenfures, and rancorous heart» 
burnings amongft men ? In ftead:of shofe neighbourly, and friendly 
effices which Chtiftians were wont lovingly to performe to cach o- 
ther, what have we now in the common praciife of men, but un- 
-derminings , oppreffions, violence , cruelry > Can we think thar 
‘the Spiric of him who would be. Ryled Love st felf, would lead us 
in thefe rugged , and bloody pathes ? No,‘no, this alone is r00 
clear a proof how great a ftranger the Spirit of God is to the -héarte 
and waies of men ; -and-How few there are that upon good and firme 
rounds can plead their right to the fon-fhip of God: Alas, alas, if 
thefe difpofitions and prattifesmay bewray che fons of an hol God, 
what can men do to prove themfelves the children of chat hellith 
.  Apeliion, who was a man-flaycr from the beginning> For us, my 
' beloved: Oh let us hate and bewaile chis common degeneration of 
Chriftians ; and as we would be, and be acknowl] ed the fons of 
God, Let us put-om as the eles of God holy and beloved, Cemels of mercy, 
kindneffe, bumbleneffe of mind , meckneffe. long-fuffering , forbearing 
one snother, forgiving one another, if we have 4 quarrel Again any 5- 
even as Chrift forgave us; and above all thefe things put on charity, which: 
45 the bod’ of perfetineffe, Colof. 3. 12, £3, 14. And laftly, forfak- 
ing the mif-guidance of Saran, the World, and our corrupt ilature 
“Which will lead us down to the chambers of death, and eternal de- 
{truction, let us yield up ous felves to be led by the holy Spirit of 
God in {ail che wayes of righteoufneffe, and holynefte > Of piety, 
juttice, charity, and all mgpner of Pracious converfation, that we 
_ May thereby approve our felves the fons and daughters of God, and 
ma be feotfe in.that bleffed inheritance which hé hath laid up for 
all hts ; to the poffeffion whereof may he happily bring us who hath 
dearly bought us, Jefus Chrift rhe righteous: co whom with tke Fa: 
ther and the bleffed fpirit, one infinite Gad, be given all praife, ho- 
nour, and glory, nowand forever. Amen. oS 
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— °  . EGCLESIASTES 3.4,. ae 
 [Thereis’] atime to weep, and atimeto langh, a time 


 tomourn ,anda time to dance. 


y Need not tell you thae Solomon was a wife man, his 
BLN bese, Wildom, asic wasin an extraordinary meafure pucinto © 
xs AGS him by him chat is wifdomic {elf ; fo was itin a more. 
eee then an improved by his diligent obfervatir 
| —.ons his ebfervausion was Univerfal. of times, rhings, 
perfons, aétions, events: neither did he lock his experiments up 
in the clofet of his own breft ; but by the direction of Gods Spirit 
laid chem forth to the World in this divine fermon, which, not as 
a King, but as a Prophet he preach’r to all pofteriry. Every fentence 
here therefore is a dictate of the holy Ghoft 5 ic is not Solomon then, 
bur a greater then Solomon, even the cy Siig of the great God 
_ thar tells you there is nor a time onely, but a feafon too, for every 
thing and for every purpofe under Heaven: char is (as hope you 
can take it no otherwife ) for every good.thing, or indifferent 3 as 
for evill things or actions, if men‘finda time, yer fure God allowes 
no feafon: thofe are alwayes damnably-unfeafonable abufes of 
times, andof our felves: not to meddle with other particulars : 
our thoughts are now by the divine providence pitch’t upan, 4 time 
te weep; and atime to laugh, atime to mourn, ond a time to dance, Or 
rather onely upon che time to weep and mourn, for our time’ of 
laughing and dancing is paft already : and perhaps we’ have had tog 
much of chat in our former times ; which makes the caufes and de- 
grecs of our now weeping ane tnourning , as more uncouth, fo — 
. 3 . : ‘more 
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16. ° The Mourner in Sion, 
more intenfive : we muftbe fo much deeper in our mourning by 
how much We have been more wild , and wanton in our laughter, © 

_anddancing. To fallrighe down therefore upon our intended dif— — 
courfé without any previous circumlocutions.: There is a threefold 
time of juft mourning. 1. When 2 man is feafible of hts panifhments. 
2. Ofhisfins, 3. Orhis dangets. = 

-Of his punifhmencs firft, or rather which is more general, of 
his afflictions : for all affliGions are not intended for punifhments 5 
fome are fagherly chaftifments onely for our good, whereas all pun- 
ifhments are affiictive ; when we are whip’t then , when’ we {mare 
with the rod, we have caufe towceep, and if inthis cafe we fhed 
no tearsicisa fign of a gracelefle heart. It is time therefore to. 

- mourn when we are prefled by fufferings, whether from the im- 

mediate hand of God, or mediately by che hands of men ; whether 
by private, or publique calamities 3. are we {mitten.in our bodies by 
fomce painfull and incurable difeafes > Doth the peftilence rage in 
our ftreers > Hath God forbidden us the ‘inflnence of Heaven and 
eurft the Earth wich barrenneffe ? Hath he broken the ftaffe of bread, 
and fent. leannefle into our fouls ? Hath he humbled: us wich che’ 
fearfull cafualties of fire or water ? by wracks'at Sea, by lightnings 
and tempefts by Jand > hath he fent nourrain amoneft our cattle, and 
deftreying vermine into our barnes, and fields? new God tells us 

 # 18atme tomourn - are we difquiered in our minds by fome over- 
maftering. paffions of griefe, for the mifcarriages of children, for 
the fecrer difconrents of domefticall jars, for’ unjuft calumnies 

_caft upon our good name ? are we molefted in our mindes and {pi- 
rics with imperuous,and no leffe importune tren harefull Tempta- 
tions ? now it is atime td mourn:-do we find in our fouls a decay, 
and languifhment of . grace , a prevalence of chofe corruptions 
which we thought abared in us ? Do we find our felves deeply foul- 
fick with our finfull indifpofitions 2 Shortly, do we find rhe face of 
our God for the time withdrawn from us ? “Now, now it is-% tine 
€o Mourn. — OF a fg ig 

- [fwe turn our eyes to thofe evilswhich are caft upon us by the 
hands.of mer: Do men find themfelves defpoyled of their eftates, 
reftrained of their Liberties, tortured in thcir bodics > Do they — 
find the wofull miferies of an inteftine war ; killings, burnings, de- 
populations 2 do they find fire and {word raging in the bolom of 
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“our words of Spirit as they are kept up in our ewn, brealts, fo they 
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our Land 2 nowiris a time to mourn. Were thefe evils confi- 


- ned to fome few perfonss to fome {pecial families, they were wor- 


thy of che tears of ourcompaflion; for it is our. dury to weep with 
chem that weep ; bur where they are univerfal, and {pread over 
the whole face of any Nation,there cannot be found tears encugh to 
Jament them. 3 et 
Punifhments then area jutt caufe of our forrow and mourning 5 
bur to a god heart fin is fo much greater caufe of mourning, by how 
much a moral evil is thore then anacural ; and by how much the dif- 
pleafure of an —— God .is worthy of more regard then our. 
own {mart : Doth thine heart then tell thee chat thou haft offended . 
the Majefty of God by fome grievous fin? now is thy time to wecp 
and mourne ; as thou wouldeft for thy only fon 5 now it Is time for Zechar. 
thee to be in bicrernefle, as.one that cs 1m betterneffe for -brs first Lorne: 2+ 10 
Thy foul is foul, wath and rince ic with the tears of thy repentance; | 
go forth with Peter, and weep bitterly, Dott thou finde inthe place 
where thou liveft char fin like fome furious torrent bears down all 
before it > now itis time for thee to mourne for the fins of thy peo- 
ple; andto fay asthe holy Pfalmift did, Revers of waters rum down 
mine eyes, becaufe men keep not thy la. | 
“Laltly, as our fufferings and our fins make upia due time for our 
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mourning, fo do our dangersalfo ; for fear isno lefle affiictive chen 


pain; yeal know not whether there can be a greater pain then the ° 


expectation of imminent mifchiefs : Do we therefore {ce extremitics | 


of judgments hoveting over eur heads, ready to fall down, like 
Sudoms fire and brimftone, from heaven upon us; now is ic high 
time to mourne for the anteverting of a threacned vengeance : 
fhortly chegefore, ro fum up all chat we have fpoken, whether we 
- feel evils of punifhment or fear them 3 or be confctous of the evils. 
of fin chat have deferved them,we cannot but finde ita juft time to 
sweep and mourne. 4 , 

And now to coine home clofe coour felves; can any man be fo 
wilfully blind as not to fee chat all thefe are met together to wring 
tears from us, and to call us co a folemn and univerfal mourning : 
What fingle men fuffcr, themfelves beft feel ; and our old word is, 
‘Fhe wronged man wricesin marble I meddle not with particulars: 
‘Our pains of body, our loffesin our eftarc, our demeftique crofies, 
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juftly call us co’privacc humiliations ; if we caft abroad our cycs to 
more publick afiGtions ; have we not fcen that God hath ler his. 
{ca loofe upon us in divers parts of our Land ? as if for a new judg- 
ment upon us, he would recraét the old word of his decreed limita- 
tion 3. Hitherto [halt thou come, but no further, and bere {ball thy proud 
waves be fiayed, Fob. 38.11. Hath not God givenusin divers pares 
. _of our Nation a feeling couch of fome of the Egyptian plagues, in 
_ the mortality of ourcatrle, inthe unufual frequencie of noyfome 
and devouring vermine : But wo is me, all thefe are but flea-bites 
in comparifon of chat dettradtive {word thar hach gone through the 
Land, and fheathed it felf in. the bowels of hundred thoufands. of 
brethren. Ob that my bead were waters, and mine eyes a fountam. of 
tears, that I might weep day and night for the flain of the daughter of my 
People, Fer. 9. 1. Was there ever a more fearful example of divine 
vengeance againft any Nation then to be armed againft. cach other — 
' to their mutual deftruGtion : chat Chriftian compatriots, brethren, 
f{hould pour ont each others blood like water in our ftreets, and 
Ieave their mangled carcaffes for compoft in our Fields? That none 
but che fharper {word fhould be left to be the arbiter of our deadly — 

differences 5 that Fathersand Sons fhould fo puceff all natural af 
feStion as to think it no violation of piety co cut the throats of each 
dther: Oh that we have lived to fee he woful havock that the hel- 
lith fury of war hath made every where in this flourifhing and po- 
pulous Ifland ; che flames of hoftile furie rifing up in our Towns and 
‘Cities ; rhe devaftation of our fruicful and pleafant Villages; the - 
demolition of our magnificent Structures, the tpoiles and ruines of 
thofe fabricks that fhould be facred, in a word, this goodly Land for 
a oreat part Of it turned to avery Golgotha, and Aceldama: Thefe, 
thefe my brethren, if our eyes be not made of pumices, muft needs 
fetch tcars. from us3 and put us into«a conftane habit of mourn- 


ng. —— | 

“And if our punifhmenrs deferve thus to take up our hearts, where 

- fhall we find room enough for fafficient forrow for thofe horrible 

fins that have drawn down thefe heavy judgments upon us ? | 

Truly, beloved brethren, if we were wholly refolved into tears, 

1 Kin. 8, and if every drop were a ftream, we could not weep enough for our 
38. own fins, and the fins of our People: Let every man ranfack his 
owa breaft, and finde our the plagucof his own heart: bur od 

ata, | the 
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the prefenc, let me have leave a lictle to lay before you € though ir 
is no pleating object ) chat common leprofie of fin, wherewith the 
face of this miferable Nation is over-{pread, whether in matter of 
prastife, or af opinion: For the former, thould I gather up all the 
complaints of the Prophers which they. have taken up of old againft 
their U/reeland Fuds, and apply them co this Church and Nation ,. 
you would verily think them calculated to this our meridian 3 as.if - 
our (ins were thiers,and their reproofs omrs:what one fin can be nam- 
ed in all that black bedrole of wickedneffe,reckoned up by thofe holi- 
ly querulos cenfors,which we muft not own for onrs?Of whom do you 
think the Propher Efaia) {peaks, when he fayes, Your sasquitres have 
Separated between you and your Ged, and your finsbave hid bis face from 
you, that be will not bear 5 for your hands are. defiled with blood, and your 
‘fingers with iniqusty, your lips bave fpoken lies, your tongue hath mutter- 
ad perverfueffe? Efay 59. 2. 3- Ot whanrdo ye think the’ Prophet. 
Micah {peaks, whenhe fayes, The rich men thereof are full of violence, , 
and the inhabitants thereof have fpaken lies , and their tongue 1s deceitful 
satbeir mouthes 2 Micab 6. 13. Do we think of Epicurifme and: 
felf-induleence 2. Whom do we think the Prophet Amos fpeaks of,. 
when he faies, #0 be te them that are at cafe tn Zion, that put farr away 
the evill day, and caufe the feat of usolence to come near, that lye upon Leas 
af Iuery, and firetch themfelves upon thetr couches, that drink wine in — 
bowles, and anoint themfelues with the chief eintment, but they are not 
grieved for the affircron of Fofeph, Ames 6. 1. 3. 4. 6. Tell me, cae 7s 
‘was there ever more riot and exceffe in dict.and clothes, in belly- 
cheer, and back-timber then we fee at this day ? Do we think of 
drunkenneffe and furfers 2 Of whom do we think Efay{peaks, when 
he faith, They have erred through Wine, and through ftrong drink are 
out of the way 5 the Prieft and the Prophet bave erred through {trong drink 
(Indian fmoak was not then known ) they are fwallowed up of wines, 
they are ont of the way through ftrong drink, they erre 10 usfson, they flumble 
ie judgment, for all tables are full of vomit axa filthrneffe ? Efay. 28. 7: 
- OF whom doth the Prophet Hofes (peak, when he fayes, horedome 
and Wine an new Wine take away the heart ? well may thefe two be pur 
together, for they feldom go afunder ; bur tell me, brethren, was 
there ever {uch abominable aftlinefle in this kinde as raigns at this 
day; fince the hedg ofall Ecclefiafticall Jurildi€tion was tkrowne 
open? | 7 | “And 
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And it Ave think good co pur thefe and fome other of their damne= 
ble faciery rogerher; of whom do we think the Propher Hofea {peaks, 
“when he laycs, The Lord hath a controverfy with the Land, becasfe 
there 6 no truth, ne mercy, no. knowledg of God inthe Land. By fwearing, 
and lying, and keling, and stealing , and committing adultery, they break 
out and Llood teucheth blood ? Hcf. 4.1.2. Do ye think of perjury ? 
Qf whom do ye think the fame Hifea {peaks, when he fayes5 They 
have [ysken words fwearing falfly in making a covenant ? Hof. 10. 4. Do 
_we think of the violation of holy things and places ? Of whom do- 
we chink the Prophet Efsy fpeaks, when he tayes, Js this houfe witch 
as called by my name become adem of robbers 1m your eyes 5 Lehold eten J 
have feen tt, faith the Lord? Efay.7.1%e 0 = 2 
[could eafily tire you (if | have not done fo already’) with the-o- 
dious parallels of our fins with Ifraels, Yet, -one ‘more, do we. 
ahink of he bold intrufion of prefumpruous perfons into the facred 
calljng, without any commiffion from-God » Of whom do we chitik 
* -che Prophec Feremy{peaks 2 The Prophets prophefy lies 1 my. name, J 
{ent them not, neither have I commanded them, nor fpake unto them : They 
prophefy unto you a falfe vifion, and the deceit of ther omm heat, Jer. 14. 
14, andagain, Ihave motfent thefe Prophets, yet they ran 1 have nos 
Spoken to them, yet they propbefyed. Jer. 23.1. Lo what purpofe fhould 
J inftance in more? as l eafily might 3 as pratical arheifme;fal{chood, 
-cruclry, hypocrify, ingratitude, and in'a word, univerfal corropu, 
on: O England, England,too like to-thy fiftér Zfrael in all her {pirituat’ 
deformities, if not rather to thy filter Sodome. Behold this was the 1nc- 
 quity of thy Sifter fodome, pride, fulneffe of bread ded abundance of tdle- 
reff was inher, neither did {be ftrengthen the hands of the poor and needy, 
Ezechiel 16.49. Lo, thou artashaughty asthe, and haft commir- 
tedall her abominations ; Bur that which yer aggravates thy fin, 
is thy {tubborne incorrigiblencfle, and impudence in offending : is 
. ienot of thee that the Prophet Jeremy {peaks, This # a Natton that 
obeyeth not the voice of the Lord thety God, nor receiveth correftion 2 Fer. 
. 7, 28. For, O our God, haftrhou not whipt us foundly, anddrawa 
-blood of us in abundance’3-yet, wo is me what amendment haft thou . 
found in us>what one exceffe have we abated? what one fin have we 
reformed? what one vice have we quitted > Look forth -brerhren in- 
to the World, fee if the lives of men be not more loofe and law- 
leffe, their rongues moreprofane, their hands more heavily opprel- 
a ae | Re | ee ve 
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gether for infpiration’ , profeffing — above the fphere of all 
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five, their converfation more faithieffe, their contra&ts more frau-— 

dulent, their concempt of Gods meflengers more high, their-neg- 
le&t of Gods ordinances more palpable then ever it was : Yea, have 
not too Many amongft us, added co their unreformation an impu- 
dence in finning ? Isic not of chefe chat the Prophet fpeaketh ; were 
they afbamed when they bad committed abomination? Nay they were not 


afb amed at all, neither could they blufb, therefore foal they fall 41N0ng theit 


that fall, 1m the time.of their Us[station they {hall be cast down, fath the 


By this time I fuppofe you fee how-too much caufe we have to 
mourn for thofe fins of prattife which have fercht down judgments 
upon us, turn your eyes now a little ro thofe intcllectial wicked- 
neffes which we call fins of Opinion ; Opinion ( think fome of you 
now ) alas what fo greae offence can there be in matter of conceit, 


and in thofe refults of ours ratiocination which we _ upon in the 


cafes of Religion ? let me tell you , dear C s, what valu- 
ation foever you may pleafe to fer upon thefe capital errours of the 
underftanding fer abroach for the feduétion of fimple fouls ,. 
there is more deadly mifchief, and higher offence to. God in them, 
then in thofe practical evils which honeft hearts profefs to abhorr ; 
Thefe, as they are the immediate fins of our {pirituall pare; fothey - 
do more immediately ftrike at the God of Spirits in his Truth, and 
holineffe ; and as Religion is rhe higheft concernment of the foul,fo 
the depravation of Religion muft needs be moft dangerous, and 
damnable. It isno marvell therefore if a muly-zcalous Chriftian 
could even weep his _ out to fee & hear thofe hellifh herefies,& 
Acheous paradoxes which have poyfoned the very air of our Church 
wherein they were vented ; One beats the keys into the {word, or 
—— at the Magiftratcs girdle ; fo as he fufpends religion up- 
on the meer will and pleafure of feveraignty: One allowes plurality, 
or community of Wives 5 another allows a man to divorce that 


_ wife he hachupon fleight occafions, and te take another : One isa 


Ranter, another is a Seeker, a chird is a Shaker: One dares 
queftion, yea difparage the facred Scriprures of God ; another de- 
nies the Souls immortalicy, athird the Bodies refurre€tton: One 
{pits his poyfon upon the bleffed Trinity ; another blafphemes che 
lord Jefus, and oppofes the eternity of his Godhead ; One -is alto- 


4 Or- 
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Ordinances,yea above the blood of Charift himfelf ; Another teaches. 
chat the more villanie he can commit, the more -holy he is ; that 
only confidence ia fining is perfeétion of fandtitys that chere is no- 
neti bucremiorfe. To puran end vo this jiitef blafphemies the ve- 
ry mention whereof is enough ro diftetaper my tongue and your 

ears 3. One mifcreant dares give himfelf our for God “Almighty: A- 
nother for the Holy Ghoft; Another for the Lord Chrift, Another (a 
vile adulterous ftrumper) for che Virgin Afary ; O God, were there 

" ever fuch frenzies poffeffed the braines of men? as thefe fad times 
have yieled:? Wasever the Devil fo prevalent with the fons of 
men? Neither have thefe prodigious wretches fmothered their 
daninable conccits in their mpure breafts, but have boldly vented. 
them tothe World, fo as the very preffes are openly defiled 
with the moft loathfome difgorgments of their wicked blafphemies: 
Here, here my dear brethren, ismiatrer More then eriouch for our 
mourning ; If we have any good hearts to God, if any love ro his 
truth, itany zeal for hisglory, ifany care for his Church, if any 
compaffion of cither perthing orendangered fouls, we cannot but 
apprehend juft caufe of pouring out our felves into rears for fo hor- 
rible affronts offered to the dread Majefty of our God, for fo inex- 

- ‘piable a fcandal co the Gofpel_ which we profeffe, for fo odious a 
-confpurcation of our holy profeffion,. and laftly, for the dreadful 
damnation of thofe fully fouls that are feduced’ by thefe aurfed ime. 
poftors.. 7 | _ = _2 4 

Ye have feen now what caufe we have of mourning tor fins both. 
of Practife and Opinion.. : | ane 

It remaines now that we confider what cate of mournine we 
may have from. our dangers: for-{urely fear as itis alwaves joyned. 

_ - with grief, fo rogether wich it is a. jut provoker of cur tears... And 
here if | fhould abridge all the holy Prophets ; and gather up out 

of rhem all che menaces of jndements which they denounce againft. 
their finfull Z/rael, I might well bring them home to our own doors 
and juftly affright us wich the expectation of fuch further revenge | 
‘from Divine Juftice ; for how can we otherwife think. but ‘that the 
fame fins mutt carry away the fame punifiments ? The holy God- 
is cver conftant to his own toft righteous prececdings 3 if chen our 
fins be like theirs, why fhould we prefume upon a diffmilitude of: 
"judgments ?. a © Bee ee me wees 
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Here then ic is cafy te defcry a double danger worth our mourning 
for ; the one, of further fmart from the hand of God for our con- 
inuing, and menacing wickedneffe; the other of further degrees 


of corruption from our felves.: For the firft, ler char fad Prophee 


Feremiab tell you, what we may juftly fear. They are not humbled ed 
ves unte this day, neither have they feared nor walked in my Lae 3 Theres 
fore thus farth the Lord of Hofts, the God of Lfvael, Behold Iwill fet my face 


againft you for evil, andiocut off all Fudab, Fer. 44.10. 11. and if 


ye will have particularities, have we not caufe to tear thar he will 
make good upon us that fearful word, J have taken away my peace 
from this people, fasth the Lord, even loving kindneffe and mereies? Ter. 


| 16, §. This is an ablative judgmeut, and that a heavy one too; 


will ye fee 4 pofitive one, more heavy then chat? Bebold J will ut- 


‘terly forget you, and I will forfake you, and the.City that I gave te 


you aba your forefathers , and caft you out of my prefence. And 
£ will bring an everlafing reproach upon you , and a perpetual 


{pecialities of his chreatned judgments > Behold J will fend upen them 


2) 


| the word, the famine, anil tie peftileme ; Twill perfecute them with alt 
| thefe . and will deliver them to be removed to all the Kingdomes of the 


Earth to be acurfe, and an astoni{bment and anbiffing, and areproach a- 


moug all Nations. Jer. 29.17, 13. Bue enough, enough of thefe - 


dolefull accents of intermihated judgments, wherewith if I would 
follow the fteps of the Prophere} miche ftrike your hearts with juft 
horrour : See now che no lefle danger chat arifes from our felves 3 
no leffe 2 Yea much greater 5 for the highefk revenge of all other 
that God takes of men, is when he punithes fin with fin: Let me 
therefore fadly and — cell you, that rhere is juft fear we are 
Tanning apace into two wo 


of this fear: The multiplicicy of chefe wild opinions in mattcr of 
Religion, ifthere be not a {pcedy reftraint, can have noother iffuc, 
but no Religion : And if we fhould live to fee difcouragements put 


<-the 


foame which fall not be forgotten, Fer. 23:39, 4°. Willye have the — 


ning . ul mifchiefs, Asheifme and Barbarifme: _ 
Oh that I-werea falfc Propher, and did not fee too much ground. 


upon Learning and a fubftra@'on or diminution of the maintenance — 


of ftudied Divines, and an allowance of, or connivence at unlct- 
tered preachers 5“ and no-care caken of any bur fome felect foules, 


ignorance, confufion, and barbatiry will be rhe next newes thar we 


Bre- 
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Brethren, if we fee not thefe caufes of fear we are blind, andif” - 
fecing them we be not affected with them, we are flupid, 
Let this be enough robe fpoken of thofe grounds thar make a: 
jut ime of our mourning : now that our feafonable. mourning may 
not be co no purpofe ; let us inquire a licele how chis our mere 


_. > fhould be regulated for the due carriage and conditions of it: 


firft for the quantity of it; it muftbe proportioned to the occafion 
and caufe upen which ir is takenup : for to mourne decply upon. - 
fleight and crivial caufes, were weak and childith; like co thofe: 
faint hearts that are ready to fwoun away for the fcrarch of a fin-. 
gcr: on the contrary not to mourne heavily upon a main caufe of 
_ grief, argues an infenfate and benummed hearr.. a 
~ . Ificbe for fome vehement afflition of body, good Ezckish is 2 
lawfu!l precedent. for us, Eke as a Crane, or a fwallow fo did I chatter;. 
I did mourne as a.dove, mine eyes fail with. looking upward: Ifarab 38. 
14. Ifitbe for fome great publick calamity, Jeremie tells: you. 
what todo 3 For this gird you with fackcloth, lamem and howl, for the 
fierce anger of the Lord 1s not turned Lack from us, Ferem.4. 8. and Gods 
chofen People are a fic pattern 5 The Elders of the daughter of Zion fit. 
nthe ground and keep filence, they have cast up.duSt upen thezr beads, 
they have ginded themfelves.with fackcloth, the Virgins of Ferufalem bane 
dows their heads.to the ground, Lament.2. 10. and the Prophet bears 
_them.company in their forrow, A4ine eyes.do fail with tears,. my bowels 
ave traubled, my lever is: poured mpay she carth, for the defrution of the 
daughter of my People, Lamest.201% 2 7 
‘If itbe for fome perfonall and grievous fin that we have been mif- 
_ Catried:into : Holy Dausdis a meet example for us 3 A¢y bones, faith 
be, waxed old,, through my roaring all the day lang ;: for day and night thy 
band was beavie upon me 3 my moifure is turned into the drought of Sum— 
mer, Pfal. 32. 34. and elfewhere,. Aty fare ran in the night, and 
ceafe d not, my foul refufed to be comforted’; I complained, and my Spi- 
rit was.over-whelmed, Pfal..77.25.3. “Where are rhofe sn of 
fin che Romith cafuifts, chat reach che leaft meafure of forrow, even 
" mMecr attrition, is enough fer a penitent. Surely, had che man after 
ods own heart thought fo, he had {pared many a figh, andma- 
ny afobbe, and.many a tear that his fins coft him ; and-fo.mmft they 
do us, if ever we hope to recover true comfort to our fouls ; and 


certainly could we be rightly apprehenfive of che dread: Majefty hed 


‘Farwes) cone it al joy whem ye fall inte-di vers semppations, James 7. >~— 
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"the moft high God whom we move to anger with our fin sand could 


confider the hainoufnefs uf fin whereby we provoke the cyes of his. 


glory ; and laftly the dreadfulnefs of chat eternal torment which. - 


Sir fin drawes after it , we could not chink ic eafy to {pend too. 
much forrow upor ourfins | 

Laftly, if from our own ivatebofome, we fhall caf onr cyes 
upon the common fins of the times, and places wherein we live,. 
a taft whereof I have given you in chis our prefent difcourfe ; where, 
oh where fhall we finde. cears enough to bewail them ? now 
fack-cloth and afhes, fighs and tears, weeping and wailing, rend- 


‘ing of garments, yea Te hearts too. are all too lice roex- . 


prefle our juft mourning. hen good Ezrs heard buc of thar one 
fin wherewich both Priefts and Levites, and the Rulers and People 
of Ifrael were tainted, which was their intermarriage with the 
Heathen, fo as the holy feed was vitiated wich this mixture, how 


paffionately was he affeéted ! Let himfelf cell you; Whes J heard - 
this thing ( faith he’) I rent my garment and my. mantle , and pluck off — 


the bair of my head, and of my beard, and fat down aftont{bed untill the- 
ge facrifice, Ezra 9-35 What would he have done think 
we, if he 


left times 2. This for che quanticy. | | 
- Now-fecondly, for che quality of our Mourning, we may not 


think to reft ina meer fortow, in a penfive kind of fullennefle, — 


Worldly Sorrow caufeth death, Cor, 8. 10. For by the forrow of the 


beart the Spirit is: broken, Prov. 15.13, and 4. broken [pirst aryeth the — 


bones,: Prev. 17. P20 4 

And thisis one main difference betwixt the Chriftian mourner 
and the Pagan ; both equally complain , bath are fenfible of the 
canfes of their complaint 3 but the forrow of she oneis fimply and: 
xbfolucely.afflictive,as looking no furcher but to the very obje& of his 


grief 5 rhe other is mixed with divers holy cemperaments: as wich - 
‘a tnecknefs of Spirit, wich a faithul reliance = God, yea even 
g 


with fome kind of joyirfelf ; for, mhenwe are bidden ta rejayce com 


 tamally, Philip. 4. 4. even the di{mal dayes of our mourning, are 


not excepted 3-Noetfo enly,. faich the Apoftle, ut we glory 1” tri- 
pateserhg 3. Bae then fo, My ieetres ( faith Sc. 


had {een fo many inations, and heard fo many.and 
foul blafphemies of his I(rael as we have been witnefies of in thefe 


aly. 
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~-‘Thirdlv, for che manncr of our mourning - we cannor bur rake 


notice chat there isa folemm mourning, and there ts a private and: 
domettical 3 the folemn is by publick indiétion of authoricy : Thac 
only Powet that can command our Perfons, may: command our bu- 

miliation and prefcribe the circumftances.of the Performance of ic: 
Niniveh it felt had fo much divinity as to ‘know and practife chis 
truch ; How ftri&t a Proclamation was chat of che King of that. 
Heathen City 3 Let neither man nor beaft, herd nor flock taft any thing, 
let them not feed. nor dvink mater; but let man and beaft be covered. with. 


-fack-cloth, Oc: As for the chaile and pundualicy of the time where- 


. “to this publick mourning mrft be limited, where ‘fhould ie reftbue. 


\ 


-_fuch as to pitchupon the meeceft feafons for this Pratt 
eemarkable that we finde tecordedin the ‘cale of ‘iracls Publick 


in the hand of foveraignty-; whofe wifdom is to be prefuppated 
fe: Itisvery 
mourning, Nebem. 8.9510 7 _— 
Then Nehemiah which «the Trrflatha, or governour, aud Ezra 
the Priefty the Scrite, aud the Lewites, that taught the People (gtd wxto 


‘all the People; This daie ts boly santo the Lord your God; mourne. not, 


nor weep, Goyorr way, cathe fad, -anddrink. the feat, and fend par~ 
tions to them for mhom nothing & prepared : for this day t holy “unto our 
Lord, neither be ye forriesfor the. joy of the Lord $ your ength, 

A confideration (if may intimate it wicheut prefumprion ) meee 
to be rendred to our Brethren of the neighbour. Charch, Who are 
wont to caft cheir publick faftsupon ‘the Lords day, contrary no lefs 
co the determination of the Councels of the Evangelical Churches, 
chen the praftife of the Jewith: For what other ts chis bur Gods 
holy-day 3 of which we may well take up che words of the Pfalmift; 
‘This: is the Day which the Lord hath wiade,let us rejoice and Le lad in it. 


“Aas it would therefore be uertrly unfeafonable to: rejeyoe in a-day- of 


-mourning : fo mult it needs be to mourn ia a day:of rejoycing. 


The rites and fortnes of publick mournings may-and were wont te 


wary according’ to the ufages éf feverall Nations“and Churches’; - 


‘how ceremontous the Jewes were in this kindkneed noe tell vous — - 
here was rending of garments, girding wich Yackcloth, muffling of 


faces, proftration on floores, covering with afhes; houling -on. the 


~ houfe-rops, cutting and tearing of hair, wringing:of bands, and 
call poffible geftures ‘thar might exprefie: depth of Scr ; And fo 
puch of thts.is imitable by 0s, as may th ‘a grave Cn ifian. fafhion 


reltify 


~ 
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reltify our dejetion’and true forrow of heart upon the occafion of 
publick calamittes 5 thts folemn’ humiliation then being alwaics 
joyned with an afflicting che body by fafting ( for deep forrow doth 
both rake away appetite, and difregards nature) fo ir calls us for the 
time to.an abfolure forbearance, and neglective forgerfu'nefs of all 
Farchly comforts ; In which regard the -Popifh mock-fafts which. ~ 
allow the greareft dainties in the {tricteft abftinence and the Tur- 
kifh, which (hut up in an evening glurcony, are no berter then hy- 
pocriticall counterfeits of a religtous f{elfshumbling : rhofe habits 
then, chofe difcourfes or a€tions, ‘thofe contentments which are in 
themlelves perhaps not Jawfull enly, bur commendable, muft now: 
be avoided as unfcafonable, it not finful : How hainoufly did the 
Almighty take chis mif-timed pleafure and jollicy atthe hands of 
his people the Jewes2/a that day({aich Efay) did the Lord God of Hofts 
64 to weeping and to meurning, and to baldneffe, andto girding with fack= 
sloth: Aud behold joy and gladaeffe, flaying Oxen, and killing Sheep,, 
eating flefb, and drinking wine ; let ws eat and drink, for to morrow we 
fal dye, And what was the iflue > Zt was revealed in mine ears by 
the Lord of Hosts, furely thie imgusty fall not be purged from you till’ 

ye dye, [arth the Lord God of Hofts, Efay22.-%2,13,14. = 

In matter of privare mournings every man is allowed to be the 

arbiter of his own Time, Place; Meafure, manner of performance: . 
| -alwayes fo, as thac he keep within che jult bounds of piery, decen- 
cy, difcreet moderation 3 as Beryard well advifeth in she hike kind, 

fo punifhing a Rebell, that he do not deftroy a fubject: Neither 
can] apprchend anv reafon, if we emerrain a well grounded ferrows ayer g. 
_why we may not expreffe ir : Not in’an hypocritical-way of often- 16, 
tation as rhe vain Pharifees taxed by our Savtour, which disfiouted — 
their cousrenances, and did {er a fowre-face upon a light heart, char 
they might appear unto men to faft, but .tm: a wife, {ober , feemly, 
unaffe&ed deporrment : to inftance in -the cafe of the death of 
thofe to whom we have the deareft relation 5. theré can be no cafe 
wherein.mourning can be more feafonable 5 it is ao leffe then.a: 
judgment that God denaunceth avainit King'febojakm,They {ball not 
lament for bini, fayiag, Ab my Brother, or Ah Sifter , they [hall rot lament 
_ Sor him, fayiag, Ab Lord, or Ab bis glory, Jer.22: 18. And it was 
. anhard word that God fpake'to Ezekiel 3 Sonef man, bebold J take’ 
* vay from thee the defire of thine eye$ with a froak 5. yet [bal thos. netiher 


mourn. 
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mourn nor weep, ee ither [ball thy tears run dows, forbear to cry, make no 
mourning for the dead, (7c. Ezek. 245-46: Lo {uch a wife as tt mighe 
have bec, froward, difobedient, unquict, it ‘had been no greatly 
 difficule charge to have parted with her 5 but itfeems Ezekiels was 
 adear, petra loving confort, even the defire of his eyes, and 
the comfort of his life, and cherefore to pare with her wichout tears 
muft ncedsbe.a donble grief to his Soul : as therefore ‘tis unnatural 
and inhumane not to mourn for Parents, Wives, Husbands, Bro-— 
thers, Sifters, Children, Friends: foic cannot be unmeet to reftify 
eur mourning even by our ourward habit 5 I cold never fee a reafon 
why it fhould not be fic co wear blacks upon funerall occafions ; 
Neither Piety nor Charity isan enemy to civill ceremonies ; This - 
colour and fathion is not indecent, nor juftly offenfive,fo as the mind 
be free from fuperftition and over-nice curiofity; fuch, as Balfac 
jects at in his vain French Lady, who affetted to have not her houfe 
 onely,but all rhe veffels and. urentils that belong to it put into chae 
hew. ‘If you.tell me chat che Heathens mourned thus 5 I mutt cell 
— - you that all did not fo ; fome Nations mournedsin white , others 
“lenny. Wblew, others in purples and if all had done fo, they are noill 
dro. Ge- Patterns in matters of meer civilitiessbefides that in reaion this colour 
nial D;- 8 Molt proper for fad occafions, for as white comes neareft to lighr, 
arum |. and black to darknefs, {0 we know that light and joy, darkneffe and 
3-¢.7. forrow are commonly uled to refemble an expreffe eachother, 
‘Well may we then ourwardly profels our inward mourning for - 
the dead ; bur yet nor beyond a due moderation ; It is not for us to 
mourn as men without hope, as the Apoftle holily adviferh bts 
Theflalonians: Our forrow mutt walk in a mid-way berwixt neglect 
and excels! Sarab|was the firlt that we find mourn’d for in_ Scrip- 
ture ; and Abraham che firlk mourners now the ‘Hebrew Doftors 
obferve that in Genefs. 23. 2. where Abrahams aaa: {pecified, 
the letter which isin the midft of that original word thar fignifies 
his weeping, is in all cheir Bibles written leffe chen all his fellowes 5 
which they who find mountains in every tittle of AMofes interpret to 
im lv the moderate mouftning of that holy Patriark ; furely, he 
who was the Father of the faichful did by the power of his faith miti- 

gate the forrow for the lofsoffo dearaparmncr. , 

Thus much for the mannet of our miouming + Now for as much 

es itis the mourner in Siew, not in, BaZylon, whom we look was : 
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Inthe fourth place the infeparable concomitant of his mourning, 
mutt be his holy devotion 3 whether itbein matter of faffering, or 
of fin; itt both which our forrow is il!-beftowed, ifit do not fend us 
fomuch the more eagerly to feek after our God; Thus hath the 
mourning of all holy {culs ever been accompanied : the greateft mour- 
ner thar we can read of,was Job,who can fay,Aty skin is black upon me, 
and my bones are burnt with beat. Job. 30. 30. How doth he lift up 
| his eyes from his dunghill co Heaven? and fay; J have finned, what. 
1 fall I do to thee, O thow Preferuer of men? Tob. 6.20. The diftrefles 
| of Devid, and the depth of his forrowes cannot be unknown to any 
man that hath bue looked into the book of God ; and what are his _ 
divine ditties but the zealous exprcffions of his faichfull recourfes to 
the throne of grace ? good Ezyatells you what he did, when he, 
heard ef the gencrall’ infection of his people with their Heathen 
matches ; Havsag rent my garments, and my mantle I fell upon my. 
knees, and fpvead out mybands , wnto the Lerd my Ged; and faid,O 
my Ged I am albamed, and blafb te lift up my face to thee, O my God, for, 
eur iniquities are tncreafed ever our beads, and our trefpafs 1s groma 
up to the Heavens. Exra.'9. 5. 6. And Daniel, a no lefic kloan 
mourner then he, layes forth himfelf: in as holy a paflion ; J fet my 
_ face unto. the Lord God to feekhim by prayer and applications, with 
fattieg, and fackeloth, and afbes; and I prayed unto the Lord my 
God, and made my confefion, and faid ,.O Lord, the great aid dread~ 
full God, keeprmg the covenant and mercie to thenethat love bin, and ta. 
them that keep bis commandements 5 we have finned, ard have done wick- 
edly, and have rebelled even by departing from thy precepts'and from th 
fudgments, Gc. Wcrcupon it is chat prater is ever joyned wid 
fafting in all qur humiliations 5 without which the emptineffe of our 
mawes-were bura vain and purpofelefs ceremony: as chat which 
was onely taken up to whet our devotions, and to give a fharper ap- 
Petite to pious duties : So ashe chat mourneth and fafteth withour - 
praying, is, as he thar cakes the preparative but refufes the medicine 
that mighr bring him healch ; or as, he chac roiles all day in the 
vineyard, and neglects to call for his wages. : : 
This for the companion. of our mourning; Fifthly, and _ | 
The attendant of our mourning is ché good ule thar muft be made. | 
of it, for che bertcring of the Soul: for furelv, affliction never leaves 
‘US asit findes us: if we be not berter for our Mourning, we are ver 
= : worle 
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worfe : He is an unprofitable mourner that improves not all his for- 


af. 35. 


row to repentance and amendment of life ; whether his fin be the 
immediate object of his griefe or his affliction ; and this is Eoth the © 
intention of otr'Heavenly Father in whipping us, and the beft iffue 
of eur teares: Thusit was with his Jffael, Their dayes (faith the 
Pfalmift ) dia be confume in vanity, and their years in trouble 3 whew ke 
flew them, then they fought bim ; and they returned, and inqutred early af- 
ter God 3 And theyremembred that God was their rock, and the bigh God 
theiy Redeemer, 6 _—_ 

To the fame purpofe is that of Jeremiah ; In thefe dayes, dnd in that 
time, faith the Lord, the children of Ifvael fball come, they and the children 
of Fudab together, going and weeping, they fball go and feck the Lord their. - 
God 3 they fall ask the sayto Zio with their faces thitherward, faying,. 
Come let us joyne any felves to the Lovdin a perpetuall covenant that fall 
not Le forgotten : Ferem. 50. 4. 5. no a 

Surely, as he were an ofinaturall parent that would fcourge his 
child with any other purpofe then to corre& and amend fomewhat. 
ami(s in him ; fo is he no better then an ungracious child, char makes. 
a noife under the red, but amends noc hisfaule, ae 

Here then let mine eyes run down with tears, night’ and day, and: 
Jet them not ecafe for che obftinate unproficiency of the fons of my. 
mother under the heavy hand of my God, O Lord are not thine eyes _ 


“upon the truth ? thos hat ftricken them,but they have net grived s thou 


R~ a 


bist confumed them,but they have refufed to recerve correftion 5 they have 
made their faces harder then areck, they have refufed to return. Ferem.. 
5. 3. how fadly doft thou complain of us under the perfon of thine 
Lfrael> In vain have I fmitten your chidren, they recetved no corretion,. ° 


- -Ferem, 2. 36. Notwithftanding all the fair warnings thar thou hat 


given. us. WVerun en refolurely in rhe courfe of our wickednefs, as 


if thofe pathes were both fafe and pleafing, giving thee juftcaufe to 


renew thine old complaint again{t the men of Judah and: Ferufalem . 
Thm faith the Lerd ; Bebold I frame evill again you, and devi? a de- 
wife againft you, Returne ye now every one frosm bis eutll wayes, and make 
jour wayes, aud your deings good 3 And they faid, There1s no hope, but 
we will walk after our own devifes, and we willevery one de the imagine: 
tion of bis eur heart. Ferem. 18. 11. 12. Woisme, who {ees not thar 
atrer all che blood chat thou haft ler oue of our vaines, we are {till 
full of che deadly inflammations of pride, and maalicioufneffe > thar 


_ after: 
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afrer we have drunk fo deep of che cup of thy fury even to the = 
dregs, weceale nor to be drank with the intemperate cups of our 
beaitly excefs 2 and after ftri&t profeffions of holyneffe have run out 
into horrible blafphemies of chy facred name ? So as we have too 
juft caufe to fear left thou have decreed to make good upon us thae 
wofull word which chy Prophet denounced againtt thy once-no-lefs- 
| dear people, J will make this Land defolate, ard az hiffing, every one 
a | that pal eth thereby {bad be aftex: fled, and biffe, Lecasfe of all the plazues 
thereof. Jer. 18. 8. 
Hitherto chen Ihave thewed you the juft grounds of our mourn- 
‘ing ; afflictions, fins, dangers, and applyed them to our own con- © 
dition, Ihave fhewed you the due regularion of our mourning in 
the quantity, the quality, the manner of performing it, the company 
phat goes withic , and rhe train chae followes ic 3; whar remaincs 
now oo that I fhould labour to perfwade you all ro be ruc mourners 
in our Siow 2 were it my work to exhort you co mirth and jolliry, the 
task were both pleafing roundertake, and eafieto perform 3 for we | 
all natmrally affedt ro be delighted, yea doubt there are too many 
Chriftians thar with che Epicure place their chief felicity in plea- 
fure; bur for forrow and mourning it isa fowre and harth p tad 
unpleafing to the ear , bar to the heart more 5 Bur, if, as Chriftians, 
we come co weigh both thele in the ballance of the fanttuary, we 
fhall find caufe to take up other refolutions ; will ye hear what wile 
Selomon {ayes of the point ? Serrew,faich he, ss better then laughter 5 
Anil it is etter to gato the beufe af mourning, then to the heufe of feafting, Ecclef-7. 
Lo, his very authority alone were enough, who, as a great King, had 7 3- 
all‘ the World ro be his Minftrell ; but withall, he fticks not to give | 
us his reafon, why than is forrow becter then laughter ? [ For, by |. : 
the fadnefs of the countenance the heart ts made better ] look to the effects 
of both, and you hall eafily fee the difference: forrow calls out 
hearts home to God, and our felves, which are apr to run wild in 
mirth; where did you ever {fee a man made more holy with world- 
ly pleafure ? no, that is apt to debauch him rather 3 bur many a foul 
hath been betrered with forrow ; for that begins his mortification, 
recolleGting his thoughts to a ferious confideration of his {pirituall 
condition, and working his heart co a‘due remorfe for his fin, and 
~alowly fubiniffion to che hand chat inflicts it. - en 
And why fhould it beberter ro go to the houfe of mourning then 
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~ tothe houle of feafting 2 [ For this i the end of all men, andthe liv'- 


102 {ball lay-zt to his heart ) ‘The houfe of mourning hath here princi- 
pally refpect to a funerall 5 the death which is lamented for, being 
the end of all flefh, aman is here, and thus, .put feclingly in mind 


of hid mertality, which in an houfe ot featting and jollity 1s ureerly 


forgetten : By how much then it is better for amanto have his 
heare kept in order by the meditation of death, then to run wild 


after worldly vanity 3 by fo much isthe houfe of mourning better 


then the houfe of feafting. | 
But if this be not perfwafive enough ; hear what a greatcr then 


Mat.s.4 | Solemoxfaycs, Blefjed are they Mat mourn; Lo, he that isthe author, 


and the owner, and giver of bleflednefs rells you where he beftows 
ir, even upon the mourners ; Did ye ever hear Him fay, Bleffed are 
the frolick and jovial] > Nay, do ye not hear him fay the contrary ; 


‘Wo Le to you that laugh now ? and though he needed not ( whofe will 
“is the rule of all juftice, ‘and paramount to- all reafon) yet he is 


pleafed ro give you the reafon of both ; Bleffed are they that mourne, 
for they [bal be comforted 3 and we be to you that laugh now for'ye (hall 


“mourn and weep: Log joy and comfort is the end of Mourners ;-and 


mosrning and weeping is the end of mirth and Laughter : O Savi- 
our, give me ]eave te wonder a little at this contrariery ; That to 
which che bleffing is promifed ( which is mourning ) is made the- 
curfe of laughter and jey : for they fhal) mourn that rejoyced,and 
yet they that mourn fhall re joyce. 
Asie not partly for that neceffary viciffitude which thot: tr thine 
infinite wifdome haft fet of joy and mourning? fo as no man can 
be alwaies capable of both thefe ; but he chat rejoycerh muft have 
his carne of mourning (‘as Adrabam told the rich glueeon in his tor- 
ment,and he chat mourneth muft have atime of rejoycing ; Or is 
tt for the great difference that there is of the feverall kindes of 
mourning and joy ? for as there is a natural! joy and forrow which 
is neither guod nor evill but init {elf indifferent, fo there is a car-— 
nall forrow and joy which is evill, anda f{piricua!l joy and forrow 


which is goods there isa temporal! forrow and jov enrerchanged 


here, and there is an erernall joy or forrow referved for hereafter : 


So then hath thine infinite juftice and wifdom diftribured thy re- 


wards, and punifhments, that the carnall and finfull joy is recom. 
penced with eternal forrow and mourning; che holy and fpirituall 
2 mobt- 
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Mourning wich eternal! joy and blefledneffe. Do we then dcfire 
to be blefled? we muft mourn ; do we defire to have all tears wip’t 
hereafter from our eyes? we muft nor then have our eyes drv here 
below. And furely, did we know how precious our tears are in 
the account of the Almighty, we would nor be niggardly of chofe 
penirent drops; Thefe, chefe, if we know not, are fo many orient | 
pearles laid up in che Cabinet of the Almighty ; which he makes Pf. 55,8. 
{uch ftore of, that he books cheir number for an everlafting remem- 
brance;and left one rear fhould be {pilr, he referves them all in his 
bottle. Do we not remember that he hath promifed an happy and_ 
lorious harveft for a wet feed-time > That thofe which fow tn teares 
all reap in joy? that he ain which we fow in this gracious Pf. 1126, 
rain, fhall yield usa fheaf of bleffedneffe: If then we believe this 5; 6 
unfailable word of cruch, who would not be concentto mourne a- 
while that he may rejoyce for ever? Oh the madnefs of carnall 
hearts, that choofe to purchafe the momentany pleature of {in, with 
everlafting torments, whiles we are hardly induced to purchafe 
everlafting pleafures, with fome minures mourning ! 
_ Neicher-is it che pleafure of rhe Almighty to deferr che retribu- 
tory comforts of his mourners till another World; even here is he 
ready to fupply them with abundant confolations ; The {weer {in- 
ger of Ifrael was experimentally fenfible of this mercy, Jn the multi- 
tude of the forrows of my heart thy comforts have refrefbed my foul, Pfal.. 
94. 19. Neither wasthe chofen Veflell any whit behind him, in 
the experience and expreffion of this gracious indulgence of the Al- 
mighty, Bleffed be God (faith he ) even the father of onr Lord Fefus 2 Cor. I. 
Chrift, the Father of mercies axd the God of all comftrt 3 who comforteth 3> 4 
usin all our trigulations, that we maybe able to comfort them whichare 
in any tronble by the comforts wherewith we our felues ave comforted of 
Gods; what do I ftand to-inftance in che perfons of fome {peciall fa- 
vorites of hcaven? ir ts the very office of the Meffiah, the perfect 
Mediator berwixt God and man, To proclaime the acceptable year of 
the Lord; and the day of vengeance of owr God, te comfort all that mourn 
1% Zion, to give unto them beauty for afhes, the oyl of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praife for tice [pirit of heavineffe, Efa.. 61. 2. 3. Soasall ” 
Gods faithful! ones may cheerfully expect the performance of that 
eordiall promife which the God of truch hath made to his Hracl 5 
| Their foul hall be as a watred Garden, and they {hall not forrow any move 
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at alls then (pall the Virgin rejoyceynthe dance, both young men and old 


together, for L will turxe their mourntrg tito joy, and will comfort then, 
and make them rejoyce from tLeir forrow, Ferem, $1, 12, 13. | 

Bur it the juitice of God have been fo highly provoked by the 
finnes of a particular Naticn, as chat there ts no remedy bur the. 
threatned judgments mult proceed-againft them ; remember whac 
charge Ezekiel tells you was given to the man clothedin linnen thac 
had che wrirers inkhorne by his fide 5 The Lord faid unto him, go 
through the midjt of the City, through the midft of Ferufalem, and fet a 
mark upon the ferbeads ef the men that figh and that cry for all the. abome- 
nations that be dane inthe midft thereof,Ezek. 9.35 4. 

Lo, thefe marked Jewes owe their life to their tears, if they had 
not wept for their fellowes, they had bled wich their fellowes ; If 
their fighscould noe fave their people from flaughter, yet they 
have faved themfelves 5 their charitable mourning is recompenfed 
with cheir own prefcrvation. | , 

Oh then my brethren as we defire the joves of. another World, 
and as we tender our own comfort and fafty in this; let us not 


“be {paring of our tears; let them flow freely our for our own fins 
‘firft, and then for the fins of our peaple 2 let not our mourning 


be perfun&tury, and fafhionable : but ferious, hearty, and zca- 
lous, fo as that we may furrow our checkes with our teares 5 


‘Let our devotions, that accompany our mourning be fervent and 


importunate as thofe that would offer a kind of holy force to Hea- 
ven: wreftling wich the Angel of the covenant for a bleffing;Let our 


“amendment which fhould be the effet of omr mourning be really 


confpicuiois to the ¢ yes both of God and men : And finally thac our 
mourning may be conftant and effc&uall,lec us refolve to make it our 


--bufinefs,and for that purpofe let us folemnly vow to fet apart feme 
time of each day for this fad,but needfull task:and which is the main 
of all) ince the publique is moft concerned in thisdury, Oh that the 


Feel, 2. 
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trumpet might be blown in Zon, fafts fandtified,folemn aflemblies 
«alled chat theMinifters of the Lord, as the clticf mourners might 


_ weep aloud in Geds fanétuary, and fay,Spare thy people,O Lord,and 


give not thine hericage to reproach,wherefore fhould the enemies of 
thy Church fay among the people,where is their God? This were the .- 
_ waytorteconcile our offended God, to divert his dreadful judg-~ 


ments,to reftore us to rhe bleffings of peacesand to caufe the voice of 


joy and gladnefs to be owce again heard in our land. ON 
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— . 1COR.5.7 a 
F or Chrift onr paffover is facrificed for x. Therefore 
let us keep the feaft. 


Sed He feaft 5. chat isthe paffover of the Jewes then expiring,. 
er the Chriftians Eaffer then fucceeding ; indeed know. 
not whether both be sot alluded to; for rhis Epiftle is - . 

| conceived to have been written by the Apoftle fome 24.. 

Years after our Saviours paffion ; ere which time it is more then 
probable thar the feaft of Chrifts refurrection was folemnly celebra-. 

_ ted by che Chriftian Church 5 this] am {ure of, thacno record in. 
all hiltory mentions the time when it began to be kept 3 and there- — 
fore it is moft likely according to Auguftines received rule to be de-. 
duced from the obfervation of the Apoftles. There were ancient 
and cager quarrels betwixt the Eaftern and Weftern Churches a- 
bout the day whereon it fhould be kept 5 bue whether it fhould be. — 

. kept or no, there was never yet any queftion fince Chriftianity 
book’t forth into the World: andas that Pafche, fo chis Eaffer is 
juftly che feaft, for the eminency of it above the rcft ; for if we do 
with joy and thankfulneffe according to the Angels meflage folem- 
nize the day wherein the Son of God, our bleffed Redeemer being | 
born, entred the life of humane nature : how much more fhould we 
celebrate thar day , wherein having conquered all the pie of 

deathand Hell he was, as it were,born again to the life of a glortous 
rmmortality: But to leave the time, and come to the Text. This 
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(for) that leads icin, isboth a relative, and an illative 5 refer- 
ring to what he had faid in che foregoing words; and inferring-a 


neccflary confequence of the one claule upon the other ; Purge out 
the old leaven ;-for Chrift our paflover is facripsed for us ; The whole 
Texc is Allegoricall ; alluding co the charge and duty of Gods anci- 
ent people, the Fewes, in che obfervation of their paflover ; who up- 
on no leffe pain then cutting off from the Congregation of Jf/rad, 
mutt admit of no leavened bread co be eaten or tound in their hot- 
fes during che whole feven dayes of this celebrity, as you may { 
Exed, 12. 17. 18, &c. As therefore che ceremoniall paffover 
would admit of no material leaven : So the {pirituall paffover may 
not abide any leaven of wickednefle, Purge therefore out the old leavens 
For Chrift our paffever is facrificed for us. 


tothe ground of this infticution, and to enquire why no leaven 
might confift with the Jewifh paflover; And we fhall find thar there 
‘was nut the fame reafon of the firft obfervation of chis ceremony, 
and of the following : The-firft was Neceffiry ; Devotion was the 
ground of the reft. Neceflicy firft ; for in cbac {addain departure 
which they were put upon, there could be no leafure to leaven 
their dough, as you may fee, Exod. 12. 39. 


- Devotton aftcrward in a gratefull recognition both of their own - 


fervile condition ; and of the gracious providence of God : In the 


former they were called ‘to look back upon their old Egyprian fer- 
vitude by their unteavned bread ; for chis was ( wt 


word fignifies,which they mutt now eat to put them in mind of their 
hard and poor condition in Egyprunder their evill taskmatters all 


their lives after, as Deut. 16. 3. to che fatne purpofe it was that. 
_ they mufteac the Lamb ,noc wich fowre her bes as ic had wont to 


be rurneds ( fora fharp kind of fowrenefle in fawces is cfteem- 
ed pleafing and taftfull ) buc with bicrer herbes, yea, as the word is 
in the Onginall (2°07) cunt amaritudinibus ) with bitter- 
nefles, “rea, ae 

In che latter they were minded of a double providence of the Al- 
mighty: One, that God was pleafed to ferch them out of Egypte in 
an happy fuddainneffe ; even when they had no leafure to make up 


- their bach 5 The other thae he fyftained them with this unlcavened 
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The firft work then chat we have to do, is, to caft back our eyes | 


BP?) the - 


bread of affliction as we rurnit, or the bread of the poor, as the 
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dough till he fent them Mannz in the Wildcrneffe: The one was’ 
the bread ef the poor, the other the bread of Angels, As therefore: 
he would have a, pat of Manna kept in the Ark fora Monument of 
that miraculous.food whcrewith he fed chem in che dcfert 3 fo he 
thought good: to ordain this. obfervation of unleavencd’ bread for 
a perpetual! memoriall of their provilion Preceding ir, 
_ And this was noe onelya charge bur a fanétion, under the’ fe- 
vere penalty whether of excommunication, or death, or both : both 
for the authority of the Commander, -and for the weight of theins | 
Riucion ; whereby God meant boch to mbup ‘their memory ‘of a 
remporall benefic paft: and to quicken heir faithin a gteatér {pi- 
ritual favour of their furure Redemption from figand death by the 
blood ef shat true pafchall lamb which fhould be facrificed for 
them. - | er ae ee a ae 

This is the ground of chis infitution, Now let usif you pleafe in- 
quire a litcle into the ground of chis allufion to the leaven,the nature 


and fignification of this. implyed comparifon here mentioned ; and 


we fhall eafily find thar leaven hath firt a diffufive faculty ; fo ic 
istaken bothin the good part, and the evill : in good, fo the 


Kingdom of Heaven is compared coleaven, which a weman took and Matt, 


bid im three meafures of meal tll rhe wbele was leauned : Lo thefe fame 33° 
(~~ ces ) were more then a buthel of our meafure, and one 
morfel of leaven feafons it all. ‘In evill, {o here immediately before 
my Text in an ordinary Jewith proverb A little teaven leaveneth . 
the whole lump : Secondly it hach in it (elf a difpleafing fowernefs, 


in which regard ic.is an ill conftru€ion attributed both to falfe ‘Mat.16¢ 


doftrine , and to evill manners. To falfe doftrine: Take heed 6. 
faich our Saviour of the leavem of the Pharifes; To ill manners; fo 
in the next words ye have the leaven of malice and wickednefs. | 

So then here the very inference offers us thefe two neceflary 
heads of our difcourfe ; +. Thac fin, or the finner € for it may be’ 


taken of eicher or both ) is fpirirnall leaven. . 2. That this leaven 


muft be purged our becaufe Chrift is ovr paffever, and facrificed 
forus. . | ,. ae i a: 
For the firft: fir hath the true qualities of leaven 3 both’ in re- 
= of che ‘offenfive fowrenefs, and of the diffufion. In. the 
rmer nothing can be fo diftaftfull unto God; as fin ; Indeed 
nothing ‘can difpleafe but it; as’ nothing is: fo fweet and: 
: | Y pleafing 


158 | _ 
pleafing to him as the obedience of his faithful ones. If any edible 
thing could be more offenfive:to the palate 5. Sin would be likened 

roit 3 Asindeed it is ftill refembled by whatfoever may be moft ab- 
hotring to all the fenfes : To the fight ; fo it is compared to filth,. 
Efs. 4. 4. Pfal. 14. 3..t0 beaftly.excrements; 2 Pet. 2. 22, to {pots 
and blemifhes, 2 Pet. 2. 13. to menftruous and polluted blood, 
Ezec. 16. 6. To the fmell; fo to a cormpted ointments; to the 
{tench of adead carcafs ; what fhould Linftance in the reft? How 
fhould it be other then-highly effenfive to the Majefty of God,when 
it is profefledly eppofice ro divine jufticefince all fin is che rran{greffi- 
an of the. royall law: even the confeience’ which is Gods tafter 
finds ie abominably loathfome. how much more that God who is 
sreater then the confctence ; who fo abhors it that (as we are wont 
to do tothe potfherd which hath held poyfonows liquor ) 
he throwes aw4y and breaks the very veflel wherein it was: as he 
that findes an hair or acoal ini the daintieft bic, {pits itor all. Did 
God find fin in his Angels 2 he rumbles them down out of Heaven. 5 
~ Doth he find fin. in our firft parents 2 he hurles chem out of Para- 
dife; Yea, did he-find our fnslaid _ the bleffed Son of his love 5 
~ of hisnacure > he fpares him nor: awhit, bur laies load upon him 
. till heroars out in the anguith of his Soul. Lo, he was. wounded 
for our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our iniquities, the chaftife- 
ments of our, peace-were upon him, and by his ftripes we are. 
healed, Efa. 53. 5. 7 eee i eee 

* And co whom (hauld. we rather conform anr {elves then to the 

moft holy God 2 what diet fhould we affeét bur hi¢ who is the. rule 
of all perfe@ion >. How then fhould we urterly abhorr every evill 
way;. how fhould we hate our.fins with a perfect hatred 2 And 
furely, che more ill fayour.and loathlinefle we can find in ottr bo- 
fom fins, the: nearer we come to the purity of thar holy one-of J/ra+ 
el, our blefled Redeemer whofe ftileit is, Thos loveft righteou[ne fs, 
and bateft wickednefs. Pf. 45.7. Oh then be we perfe& as our Fa- 
ther in Heaven is perfeét ; Cleanfe your hands ye finners and purge 
your hearts ye double minded. ee 
_ Whar fhall we fay then to the difpofttion of thofe men, that carn — 
find no favour in any ching but their fins > No morfell goes down 
fweerly,merrily,with chem but this: wotsme, how do they chear. 
themfelves with the hope of injoying their finfull plcaftres? Low 


do 
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ans ler me rake up that obreftasion of che Pfalmift, Ob all fe tbat loue 


the Lord, bate the thing which §s fin, Pfal. 97.10. lerus hate even the 


a 


19 


‘then {peak. > , | 
I doubt not but many of you who hear me this day have had la 
mentable proofs of this truth : lee there be but a drunkard, or a. 
{wearerin.a family how foon hath this {cabbed fheep tainted the 
whole floek ; Grace and Godlinefsis nor{o eafily propagated: fin. 
- hath the advantage of the proclivity of our wicked hature. Ir hath 
. he wind and ryde both with it,zoodnefs hath both againft ic: healch. 

doth not we co-be taken-from others; burficknefs doth. - = 

-., Since:your wickednefie is of fo {preading a nature, how’: carefull 
fhould we be to-prevent, and refift ehe very: firft beginnings of fin 5; 


{ter of this diocefle and how much it is fpread > [had rather laments: 


~) 


‘It is'a 1000, times more eafy to keep the floed-gares fhur, chen to - 


. drain the lower grounds when: vei areonceover-flown, = 
aly. How fhy'and weary (liould we be of joyning focieties ‘with 
-thé infe&tions, whether in opinion, or inmanners :4:inan that is : 
an heretick rejeRy faick St. Paul, Tit. 3. 10. If any man: that 1§ called 
4 brother be a fornicator, or covetuons, or a ratler, or antdelater, or & 
drankard,y with fuch a one eat not, Cor. 5. 11. withdraw your felves. 

‘fromthe rents of thefe men, 8c. into their fecret; Mes 8 

319, How nauch doth ic concern all'publick ‘perfons whether ec+ 

-Clefiaftical or civil.co improve their authority to the urmoft for rhe 

timely preventing of the {preading of vice: and for the fevere 

-Cenfure and cxpurgation of thofe whom the Pfalmift ( as the origi- 

nal word fignifies).calls leavened perfons; Pf..71.-:4. The palpable. 

— whereof hathbeeh:a fhamefull eyefore to the confcientious 

olders, ‘a foul'blemifh to the Gofpel 5"and a juft fcandaPupon. 
the Church.And though another mans fin cannor infeét me unleffé 
Ido partake with him in it: yet a rue Lot will vex his righteous foul 
with the unclean‘converfation of the Sodéemites:; and even ochers fins 
‘may help to draw down judgmentsupon the community wherein 
‘they live : good reafon that all care fhould’be taken for purging out 
the old leaven, thacfothe oldleaven’ being purged our the whole 
. Jump may be holy. ora? eee. 

-  Somuch of the firft:poine, that fin is Jeaven 3: the fecond followes 
that this leaven.muft be purged out if we would have any intereft in- 
Chrift our palfover which  facrificed for m:The inference you fee doth. 
neceffarily imply fo-much.In vain fhould'any Jew talk of keeping 

~ apaffover to God, if he would cat the Lambe’ with — 
ae no : read 3: 


- rg . 


a eee eas 
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bread ; in vain fhould any Chriftian talk of applying Chrift co his 
foul, whiles his heart willingly retains the leaven of any known 
fin. se ee , 
Cerrainly this is acommon, anda dangerous cozenage whereby 
millions of fouls cheat themfelves into hell ; they fondly think they 
may hold fair quarter with Chrift, and yet give fecret incertain- 
ment to their fins, Dems thinks he may embrace the prefent world 
and yer need not leaye his hold of Chrift ; nanras and Sappbira 
will clofely harbour an hypocriticall facriledg, and yet will be as 
good proteffors as the belt. .4 Simon Magus will be baptized Chric 
ftian, yet aforcerer fill: and many a one ftill thinks he may drink, 
and {wear, aad debauch, and profane Gods ordinances ; and rob 
Gods houfe, and refift lawfull aurhoricy, and lie and plunder, or 
flander his neighbour, and yer hold g termes with a. forward. 
profeffiua. Yea there are chofe chat will be countenancing their fins 
with cheir chriftianiry,as if chey were priviledged to fin becaufe they 
are in Chrift : Then which there can not be a more injurious and 
blafphemous fancy. Certainly their fins are fo much more abomi- 
nable to God andmen by how much more intereft they challenge 
in a Chriftian profeffion : yea if but a bare intertainment of a known 
fin ; ic isenough tobar them our from any pleainChrift, _ 

_ Vain fools, how grofly do thefe men delude their own fouls - 
whilcs they imagine they can pleafe God with a leavened paffover.; 
this is. che way.to make them and their facrifices abominable tv the 
Almighty: It is to them that God: {peaks asin chunder and fire, 

«What doeft thou taking my couexant rxto thy mouth, feeing thou hateft to te 
-  xeformed, and halt caft my words bebinae thee, Pfal.50. 16, 17.To them: 
iris that he {peaks by his Prophet Efay. 66.3. He that killeth ap ox 
as if be flew « man, he that facrsficeth a. Lamte as if he cut off 
a-dogs-neck : Shorely then my brethren,. fince we are now addeefling: 
our elves to chis Evangelical paflover';: if ever-we think to partake 
of chis Heavenly feaft with true comfort to curfouls; Let us fee 
that we have clearly abandoned all the fowre Ieaven of our fins :: 
let us come withclear, and-untainted fouls to this blefled feaft ; and’ 
fay and ‘do with holy David, J will wall}. my bands 1 tonocency,0 Lord. 
and fo will I goto thine altar, Pf. 26.6.. _ ice | 
_'Fhuslong we have neceflarily dwelt upon the inference, and’ 
contexture of this {criprure,. we now come to {can this divine = 

— . pofirion: 
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ai as it {tands alone init felf; wherein our mediration hath . 


“oS 


Gen.’ 
33. 


 Paffover. 3. Our Paflover facrificed.4. facrificed 


our heads to paffe thorough: 1, That Chrift isa = : 2.Qur, 
a | 


To begin with the ficit, The word ™x« which we find, is derive 

rot from the Greck *#xe , which fignifies to fuffer, as fome of ‘the: 
Latine fachers out of their ignorance of Language have conceived, 
but from the Hebrew (D3) which — a tranfition,well aurn- 
ed by our language’ into Pafle-over : For here was a double : paffo- 


wet tobe celebrated ;- 1. The Angel’s paffing over the houfesof the — 
Ifraelites, when he fmore all che firft born of Eeypr; and aly, If- — 


¢aels paffing out of Egypt. The word admits of many fenfes : 
fomcrimes ic is taken for the time of this folemnity, AR. 12.4. 
fomerimes for the facrifices offered in chisfolemniry, Dead. 18. 4¢ 


fometimes for the reprefentation of the a& of Gods tranfiuon, Exod. 


12. 11. Sometimes for-the Lamb trhac was then to be offered and 
eaten, 2 Chron. 35.1%. They killed che paffover, and the Priefts 


{prinkled the blood from their hands : Thus is tc taken in chis place 


when it is {aid Chrift our paflever is facrificed for us. So as here is . 
atrope or figure twice toldsFirft,the lamb is the paflover,Secondly, . 


‘Chrift is that pafchal Lamb. = 3 | 
You would think chis now far-fetched, here was a double paffing 


ever. The Angels paffing over the Hraelites, the Iftaelices pafing = 
out of Egypt ; both were acts, the one of God, rhe orher of mensas 


for the lamb it is an animal {ubftance ;Yet this Lamb reprefents this 
paffover. This iso newes in facramental {peeches : “The thing 


figned is ufually pur for thefign ic {elf : fy covenant fall be in your — 


Sieh ; thatis, circumcifion, the fign of my covenant, the rock thae 
‘followed them was Chrift, 1 Cor. 10. 4. that is Chrift was reprefen- 


y.ted by thar rock, This cap s the new teflament, So here Chrift ons 
7 paffover : that is Chrift reprefented by.che Pafchal-lamb.What an 
‘infatuation is upon the Romifh party, thac rather then they will ad- 


‘mit of any other then a groffe literall capernaicicall fence in she 


words of our Saviours facramental fupper, Ths. is my body, veil con-: 
found Heaven and Earth together 3 and either by a too forceable 
- <confequence endeavour to overthrow the truth of Chrifts humanity, 


or ture him into a monfter, a-wafer, acrum, anothing. When 
‘as St. Auftin hath rold-us plainly, Jacramentaliter mtellefum vss fea 


bit: Take ivin a facramental fence theres infinite comfort ,.and 


2 {piri- 


rus. ‘3 a. 
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(piritual life init. As for his body St. Peter hath told us the beavens 

must contain bim till the time of the reftitutson of all things ,.A&s 3.21.Yea 
when our Saviour himfelf hath rold us, the words that I fpeak are fpi- 


it and life. Fo. 6. . 


Now what a marvellous mercy was this of God to Jfrae/, thus to 

e over them when he flew the firft-borne of Egypt 2 There was 
not an houfe in all Egypt wherein there was not mourning and |a- 
mentation ; no roof but coverd’a fuddainly made carcaffe: what ah 
unlook’t for confternation was here in every Egyptian Family ? Only 
the Jfraelites chat dwelt amongft them were free. to applaud this 
judgment that was inflicted _ their ryrannous perfecutors,and for 
their very canfe, inflifted: for this merey are they beholden under 
God,to the blood of their Pafchal-lamb fprinkled upon their door- 
pofts,: Surely had they earen the lamb, and not {prinkled the blood, 
they had-not efcaped the ftroak of the deftroying Angel 3 This was 
in figure ; Inredliey itis fo, It is by,and from the blood of our re- 
deemer {prinkled upon our feuls chat we are freed from the venge- 
ance of the Almighty.Had net he dyed for us,were not the benefit 
of his precious blood applyed to us ; we fhould lye open to all the 
fearful judgments of God, andas tothe upfhor of all, erernall 
death of body and foul: As thenthe Jfraelites were never to eat the 
Pafchal-lamb bur they were recalled to the memory of that faving — 


- ‘—preretiuon of the Angel, and Gods.merciful deliverance from the 


fiery furnaces of the Egyptians 5 fo neither may we ever behold this 


- factamental reprefentation of the death of our blefled Saviour, but 
we fhould bethink our felves of the infinite mercy of our good 


God in faving us from everlafting death and tefcuing us from the 
power of hell. a oe . | 


"This isthe firft figure ; T hat the Lamb is the Paffover. The fe- 


fecond fellowes, That Chrift is chat Pafctial-Lamb. Chrift chen be- 
ing the end of the Law, it is no marvell if all the ceremonies of the 
Law ferved to prefigure, and fet him forth to Gods peoples but none 
did fo clearly and fully refemble bim as this of the pafchal Lambe : 
— we regard, 1, the choyce, 2. the preparation, 3. the.cat- 
ing of it. | | | 

he choice whether in tefpect of the ngture, or the quality of it: 
the nature, ye know this creawure is noted for innocent, meek, gen- 
tle, profirable ; firch was Chrift our Saviour, His fore-ruriner aa .* 


6 
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- edathim under this file 5 Behold the Lamb if God, what. erfcet 


innocence was hcre ? No guile found in his mouch: Hell ic felf 


could finde nothing ro quarrel at in fo abfoluce integrity: What 
“admirable mecknels ? He ts brought a5 4-Lamb to the flaughter ; and 
& & [beep before her [bearers is dumb, fo opened -he not bis. mouth, Efay 
53.7. Dothhis owntreacherous fervant betray him to the death ? 
 “Friendy wherefore art thou come ? Mat, 26. 50. Do the cruel tormen- 
rors center out his pretious limmes and nail his hands and feet to 
rhe tree of fhame and curfe ; Father forgive them ‘for they know not 
what they do.: Oh patience and meekaefie incident : into. none but an 
infinire fufferer! | . 
aly. The qualiry, Every Lamb would not ferve the turne: ic 
mult be a7xus smmaculatus, A, lamb without blemith that muftbe 
pafchal : Exod. 12.5. Neither doth ic hinder — that leave is 
there given to a promifcuous ufe either of lamb or kid for the facra- 
mental fupper of che paffover ; For that was only allowed in a cafe 
of neceflity, as Theoderet rightly ; and as learned Funixs well, in 
the confufion of rhae firft infticution ; wherein certainly a lamb 
could nor be gotten on the fuddain by every Ifraclitith houfe-keeper 
to ferve fix hundred thonfand men ; and fo many there were, Exod, 


12. 37. , 
— This liberty then was only for the firft turne as divers other of 
thofe ceremonious circumftances of the paflover were, namely the 
our daies preparation, the fprinkling of the blood upon the dvor- 
checks, eating wich girded loines, and ftaves in their hands, which 
were not afterward required or prattifed. : | 
The lamb then muft reprefent, a moft holy and perfeétly fin-lefs 
Savivur ; could he have been capable of the leaft fia even in thonghr 
he had been fo far from ranfoming the World, that he could not 


have faved himfelf ; Now his exquifire holinefle is fuch as thac . 


by the perfeétion of his merits he can and doth prefent bis whole 
Church to bimfelf glorious, not having {pet er wrinkle or anyfuch thing 5 
5 boly and without blemi{h, Ephef. 5.27. Canft chou therefore ac- 
cufe thy felf for a finful wretch, a foul blemifhed with many 


foul imperfections, Look up man, Jo, chou haft a Savieur char. 


Ahath holineffe enough for himafelf, and thee, and all che World 
of beleevers : clofe with him, and thou art holy and happy; Be- 
| bold the immaculate lamb of God that takes away the Jins of the a 

| | therefore 


‘him chine. oo. _ _ 
This for che choice; the: preparation followes : fo Chrift is the 
pafchal lamb in a threefold refpe& : in refemblance of his killing, 
‘{prinkling his blood, and reafting. « . ho 2 a ee 
~ g. This Lamb, to make a erue paffever, muftbe flain ; So was 
there a necefficy chat our Jefus fhould dye for us: The two Ditci- 
les in their walk to Emmaus hear this nor withour a round reproot 
kom che mouth of their rifen Saviour 5 Ob feoles. and flow of beart ta 
beleeve all that the Prophets have fpaken :. Ought not Chrift to have fuffer- 
ed thefe things and to enter snto bss glory? Lac. 24. 26. Ought not? chere 
is neceffiry, the doom was in paradife-upon mans difebedience (morte 


morieris ) thou fhale dye the death. : Man finned, man mutt die, - 


The firft Adam finned , and we in him ; the fecond Adam muft by 
death expiare the fin: Had not Chrift dyed, mankind muft ;. had 
not he dyed the firft death, we had all dyed both the firft: and fe- 
cond 3 withaut [bedding of blood there is no remiffion, Heb. 9. 22. Here- 
_ by therefore are we freed from the fence of the fecond death, and 

the fing of the firft to che unfailing comfort of our foules ; -hereup- 
on it isch 
fo fully reprefented rous inboth his facraments: the water is his 
— in che firft Sacrament; the Wine is his blood, in the {e- 
cond, ; : 

In this he is fenfiby crucify'd before our eyes 3. the bread, that is 
his body broken, the wine his blood poured ont.» And if thefe 
aéts and objects do not carry our hearts toa lively apprehenfion of 
Chrift our true paffover, we fhall offer to him no ather;then the fa- 
crifice of fools, : 

Lo here then a foveraign antidete again{t the firft death, and a 
prefervative againft the fecond, rhe Lamb flain from the beginning 
of the World: why fhould we be difcomtorted with the expecta- 
tion of thac death which Chrift hath fuffered ; why fhould we be 
difmayed with che fear of that death which our all-fufficient Re- 
deemer hath fully expiated > 

2ly. In the firft inftirution of this paffover ; The blood of the 

lamb was to be {prinkled upon the pofts and linrells of the doores of 
every Ifraélize : foif ever we look for any benefit from Ckrift ovr 
Paffover, there mutt be a — application of his blood ro the 
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Therefore if rhoa canft lay hold on him by a lively faith,and make 


at our Saviour is fo carefull ro have his death and paffion’ 


be- 


ye eee ye ee, ee 


believing foul ; even very Papifts can fay char unlefs ott merits or ho» 
ly actions be dyed or tinétured in the bleod of Chrift,they can avail us. 
nothing: bur this confideration will meet with us more feafonably up- 


~ onthe fourchhead.. - . : 


zly. This paffover muft be roafted home, for fewed, ndt‘ par 
boi}d ;: So did the crue pafchall jamb undergo the flames of his Fa- 
thers wrath far our fins ; here was not a {corching and bliftering bur 
a vehement and full cbrrefaction 5 It'was an ardent heat thag¢ could 
fetch drops of blood from him in the garden 5 bue te was the ‘hortett 
of flames.cher he felt upon the crofs, when he ctyed out; Aty Ge, 
my God, why baft thax forfakex me ? Oh who-can wichouy horrour ard 
amazcment bear fo wofulla word fall from rhe mourh of the Son of 
God 2. Had he.nor faid, My Father, this ftrain had funk us into 
urrer defpair : buc naw. in this very torment is conifore » He knew 
he could net be forfaken of him of -whom he faith ; Land my Fathet 
are one: he could not be forfaken by a fublation of union,though he 
feemed fo by a fubftraction of vifion (as Leo well ) the fenfe‘of£com-; 
fort was clouded fora while from hislwmaniry, his deity was ever 
glorious, : his faich firme ;:and fupplyed ‘chat -ftrong- confolation 
which prefent fenfe failed of ;:and therefere: you foon: hear him 
in a full concurrence of all Heavenly and viétorious powers of a con- 
fident Saviour {ay,- ‘Father, into thy bands Lcommend my Spirit 5 In the 


mean while even in the height of this fuffering rhere_is our cafe, for 


certainly the mort the Sonwof God indyred’ tor us, the more fure 
we arc of an-happy acquitrance from the Tribunal] of Heaven, cke 
juftice of God never punithed the fame fin wife over : By his ftripes 
we are healed ; by his payment we are-difcharged, by his corments 
we are aflured of peace and glory. me Bate | 

_ Thus muchof the preparation; The cating of it followes in the 
appendances, the manner, the perfons. — — .. 

- The appendances. Et muft be caren with unleavned bread, and 
with four, orbirrer herbs: Of the unleavened bread we have {po- 


ken enough before : For the herbs, ehat- nothing might be want- 


ing, the fame God that appointed meat, appointed the fauce too, 
and that was a fallad of, not pleafine, bur, birrer herbs ; herein 


providing nor fomuch for the palate of the body, as of the foul s 


to teach us that we may not hope to partake of Chrift without fen- 
fible difrelithes of nature, without oucward ‘affli@ions,wickont a true 
contrition of Spirit. : 7 | Ie 
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Ir is the condition thar one Saviour makes wich us in admitting us 
5| tothe profeffian of Chriftianity 5 -he thall receive an. 100. fold with : 
i See . thofe co boet 3 thagfor his fake and the Gofpells, 
forfake all, Mark 10, 39. Sit down therefore, O mian, and count : 
what ic will coft thee to bea true Chriftian, through many trikule- 
tions, Se, oo rr 2) ee ee 
Neither can we receive this evangelical! paflover without atrue 
contrition.of foul for our fins paft; chink nor, my beloved, rhar 
chereis nothing but-jollicy robe look’r for ax Gods rable. Ye may 
-_frolick ie, ye-that feat wich che World ; bat if ye will fie with Chrift : 
and feed on hit 5 ye muft eae hira with bicter herbs; here muft be a - - 4 
found compunttion of heart ( after a due felf examination ) forall | 
eur fins wherewith we have offended our good God: Thou wouldft | 
be cating the pafchal lamb, bus with fagar-fups, or fome pleafing 
faxes icmay netbe fo, here muft be a bitcernefle af foul, or no | 
Glover : It iserue chat there isa kind of holy mixture of aftcCtions | 
inall our holy fervices 5 are” Re joyce swim with trembling, faiki | 
| 


e 
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che Pfalmift. Leis and fhould be our joy , thar we have this lamb 
ef God to be ours ; but ig is our pult-forrow to finde our own wrerch- 
edunworthinefs-of fo greara mercy, Godly forrow muft make way 
for folid joy and comfort : if there be any of you therefore chat 
harboursin your breaft a fecret love of, and complacency in your 
known and refolved fins ( preewl, O procul, ) lec him keep oft from 
this holy Table ; lec him bewail his: finfull mif-difpofition and nor | - 
) dare to put forch his hand to this paffover till he have gathered the 
+ bitter herbs of a forrewful remorfe for his haced offences; And 
' where fhould he gather rhefe bur in the low grounds of the Law ? 
there they grow plentcoutly 5 lay the law then home to thy foul, - 
/  thacthall fhow thee chy fins, and chy judgment School thee. 
] Yea, dear Chriftians, how cai any of us fee the body of our 
|  bleffed Saviour broken, and his blood poured out; and wichall 
think arid know that his own fins are guiley of this core offered ro the 
fon of God rhe. Lord of life, and not feel-his heart rouched with 
fad and paffionate apprehention of his own vilenefle,: and an indig- 
nation at his own wickedrieffe that hath deferved and done this # 
shefe are the bieter herbs wherewich if we fhall eat chis paflover we 
Shall Gindeie moft wholefome,, and nonrifhable unto us t erernall 
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* . The manner of the eating of it followes, in chree particulars, 
1. The whole lamb sautt be eaten, nota part of ir, 
2. Notabone of ic muft be broken. ae | 
_ 3. In one houfe at once, nothing to be referved, or.carried — 


out. | : SH Rs 

. For the firft 3 you finde it not fein any other cookery ot provifi- 
 -onof this kind: many a Lamb did che Jewes eat in all che year be- 
fides, thefe were halved and ted as occafion ferved :. but for 
‘the pafchal Lamb it muft be fet on all whole ; che very entrayles 
~=muft be wafhed and pucinto the roaft, and brought to the board 
in an entire difh : whofoever weuld parrake of Chrift aright, mutft 
take whole Chrift, not chink to go away witha limme, and leave 
the reft ; that he fhould divsdere mendacie Chrifum, aschat Father 
{peaks : as in Gods demands of us he will have all or none; {0 in 
his grant to us, he will give allor none; He would not have fo 
much as his coat divided, much leffe will he abide himfelf thall ; 
Thete have been hereticks, and I would there were not fo ftill ; 
chat will be fharing, and quartcring of Chrift, one will allow of his 
humanity, nor his eternal deity ; another will allow his humane 
body, but norhis foul ; chacmuftbe fupplyed by the deity ; ano- 
- ther will allow a divine foul with a fantaftick body ; One will al- 
low Chrift ro be a Prophet or a Prieft, but wilt not admis of. him 
asa King - Invaindo all thefe wretched mif-belevers pretend to 
"partake of Chrift che paffover, whiles they do thus fer him on by 
peccemeal : They are their own monftrous fancies which they do ~— 
thus fer before themfelves, not the true pafchal Lamb, whom we 
do moft facrilegioufly violate in ftead of receiving, if our faith do 
“not reprefent htm tous wholy God and Man, foul and body, King, 
-Prieft, and Prophet, here he is fo exhibired to us, and if we do 
thus belceve in fim and ebus apply himto our fouls, we do truly 

receive him, and wich him eternal falvation. So | 
Two particulars follow yet more in the manner ; then the 
 perfons allowed to this banquet, no uncircumcifed might car 
thereof > Then in che nexe place we fhould defcend to the 
fecond head of our difcourfe chat Chrift is our Paflover.. Then 

_ thar he js our Paffover facrificed ; and facrificed for us. 

1 Ye fee what a World of matfer yet remains and offers it 
{clf as in a chronge to our meditations ; bur the long tone 
eee “ 3 © 
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(uine Sacrament forbids our further difcourfe, and 
agg 0 aking of Chrift cur Paflover to partaking of 
him ; For which he prepare our {cules that hath dearly beughr 
them, and hath viven hinm{elé to be our true paffover ; To whem 
wich the Father and the bleffed Spirit one infinice and incom- 
prehenfible Ged be all PraifeHonour,and Glory, now and for ever. 
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* Phe fiek Epiftle of the Holy ApoftlePeter, the firft Chapter and the 
17th, verfe | 


If ye call onthe Father who without refpe&t of perfons 


- gndgeth according to every'mans work, pafsthetime — 


of your fojourning bere ix fear, 


&SY Hen our blefled Saviour called Peter, and Andrew, his 


HIGHAM. 


CH, 


fs) Brother, to their difciple-fhip, he did ic in thefe termes; 
BANJA Follow me, and I will make you Fifbers of Jfea: And in- 
REQ deed, this was their trade and profeffion: which they 
: practifed conftantly, and effeftuatly: Neither doubr 1 
ds ag tofay that the great draught of Fifth, which Peter took up, ( when 
7 he caft forth his net at the command of Chrift after his refirre@ti 
| on) 
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on) was atype and embleme of that great Capture of fouls, which 
he fhould make foon after ; when at one Sernton he drew up no -Aéi. 2. 
lefs chen three thoufand Souls ; every exhortation rhat he madc was 40° 
an Angle, or a cafting net to take fome hearers 5 bute thefe two ho- 
ly Epitties are as fome fcene , or large drag-net toenclofe whole 
Shoales of believers ; and this Text, which] have read unto you, is 

. asa rowe of mefhes knit together, and depending upon each other : 
Firft, you have here that our life is afojeurning on Earth, Second- 
ly, chis fojourning hath a time 5. Thirdly, this cime mutt be paffed ; 
Fourthly, chis patiage ma be in'fear; Fifthly, chis fear mutt be of 
a Father « Sixthly, he is fo a Father that he is our Judge; Laftly, 

his judgmetic is untpartiall for he judgech without refpet of perfons, 
according ‘to every mans work 3 all which may well be reduced to 
thefe two heads ; A charge and an enforcement; a duty and a motive 
to perform it ; The charge, or duty is, To pafs the rime of their fo- 
journing in fear, che motive, or’ enfercement, If we call on che 
Father, &c. The duty a Jaft in place, yer is firft in nature, 

- and {hall be accordingly meditated of. oo | 

“ Firft therefore our life is but afujeurning bere ; our former tran- 

* — flation turnes it a dwelling, not fo properly s the word is 5%: 
how meri, is to dwell as a ftranger or fojourner ; fo the French. 
hathie (_fetour temporel }] fo near together is the fignification of 
words of this nature, that in the Hebrew one word figniftes botha 

“dweller anda ftranger , I fuppofe, to imply that even the indweller 
’ isbura ftranger ar home. © Bur this es here doth both imply 
an home, and oppofes it. The‘condition of every living foul, efpeci- 
ally of every Chriftian, is, to be geregrinus, as out of his own Couns 
try, and Hofpes, asin anothers. Think nor this was the cafe of St. 
Peter ortely, whe by the exigence of his Apoftlcfhip was ro travell 

up and down the World ; forborhit is a rs chat Peter (after 

| the thifts of our Jefuicicall interpreters ) had an houfe of his own to 
refide in, AZatth.8.1.4.and that he writes this to his Country-men the 

Jewes 5 amons{t whom (notwithftanding their difperfion, ) there 

were doubrlefs many rich owners; as there are ftitl in many parts o 

f = the World after all their difgracefull eliminations : the Fathcr of che 

is fajchfull was fo ; Hebr. 11. 13. and the Sons of thar Father were fo - 

afcer him; Faced {peaks ofthe dayes of his Pilgrimage ; David was 

g great King; yet he corifefles himfclf'a ftranger upon Earth, ie 
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~ thac this was hereditary to him ; for he adds, as were my Fathers 3 He 
had more Land then they ; They had fome few fields in Bethlebem,.- 
he ruled from Daz to Beerfbeba, yet a profeffed se 3 where- 
in as he was acype of Chriftfo'an example of all Chriftians ; as 
Strangers and pilgrims ({aich the Apoftle ) abftain from flefbly lefts ; 

The faithfull man is, according to that of Berward, the Lords fer- 
vant; his neighbours fellow, andthe Worlds’ Mafter 5 42 things ‘ 
are yours, faith the Apoftle, yet is he the while bur a fojourner up- 
on his own inhéricances no worldly refpeés can free-denifon a Chri- 
ftian heres and of peregrinusmake himeruis. |. ae 

No it is ouc of che power of all earthly commoeditics to natura. 
lize him ; for neither can his abiding be here, if tie fhould love: 
the earth never fo well, neither fhall he finde any true reft, or con- 
tencmenc here below ; if any wealrhy citizen upon’ the uncegraincy. 
of crade, fhall have turned. his. fhop-book , and. his bagges into 
Tands and mannours, and having purchafed plentifully, and called 
his land by his name, {hall be (0 foolith as 0 fet dowa. his reft here 
and fay, Hic requies mes; foul take thy eafe, he miay well look 
that God will give him his own ; with a Thes fil this wight, &c. 

_ Icis rues the worldly man isiat home in. re{peét of his affections; 
but he is,and (hall be a meer fojourner in ra ef his tranfitorinefs. 
His foul is faftened ro the- earth ; all his fubftance cannot faften him-- 

felf to it: Boch the Indies could not. purchafe his abiding here ; 
. this is our condition as men, bug much more as Chriftians, we are. 
perfect ftrangers and fojourners here in the world ; and ifwe be no 
_ then fuch, why do we fot demean our felves accor-: 

lingly 2 | ae a 

If then we be but fojourners and“that in a ftrange nation, here 
muft ‘be an ( <senwu) an unmedlingnefle with thefe world- 
ly concerhments, not thatwe fhould refrain from managing the 
affaires of chis prefent life ; wichout which it were no living for us 
uponiearth ; there is a-difference betwixt (wr and endure) 
neceffary,bufinefle, and unnecefflary dittractions: A man that fo- 
journcs abroad in a ftrange countrey findes himielf no way interefled 
in their defignes, and proceedings:what cares he who rifes, or falls 
at their Court?.Who is in favour and who in diferace ; what ordinan- 
cesorlawes are made, and what are aepealed ; he fayes ftill to 
hinifelf, as our Saviour {aid cq Peter, Quid ad te 2 WVhat is = to 
| a ae _ 4 «Ente 3 
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thee 2 Thus doth:the Chriftian here 5 he mutt ufe the World as if 
he ufed it not 5 he mutt pafs through the affairs of rhis life, wirhoue 
being incangled in chem, as remembring who and whcee he is ;-thac 
he isbutafojourner here. a rn a ee 
+ Secondly, here mutt be alight addrefs ; no.Man ‘that-goes'to {o- 
_ journin a ftrange Counery will carry his lumber along with him’; 
bur leaves all nis houfhold ftuffe at home ; no, he will not fo much 
as carry his ftock of mony or Jewells with him : as knowing he may 
meet with dangers of theeves , and robbers in the way, but makes o- 
ver his mony by exchange ro receive ic where he is going, ye:rich - 
‘men cannot chink to carry your pelfe wich youinro Heaven ; no, it 
were well if you could ger in your felves, withour thar cumbrous 
Load, it may keep you out, ye cannetcarry it in : if you will gofafe — 
and fure wayes, make over your {tock 7 exchange thacis, (4s our, 7. 
Saviour tells you ) make you friends of the unrighteous Mammon, ¢_ io 
_ that when ye go hence they may receive you into everlafting habi- : 
tations ; tae riches which Solemox faith have wings, and therefore 


: a amas 


" “may flie up, and ( being well ufed) may help co carry up your = . | 


{cules towards Heaven ; if you clip their wings may prove as clogs 
‘teweigh your foules down to Hell difpofe of chem therefore where 
you may be fure to find them with an happy advantage to your 
 felves, and de not think to keep chem ftill in your hands, remcm- 
bring that you arebutfojourners here. © - : 
_ Thirdly, if yebe but ftrangers and fojourners here , you muft 
make account of no other then hard ufage in the world-s it is the . 
~ juft Epithere of the world which Jultws Scaliger gives unjultly to — 


London, Torus peregrinis ; but ye cannotadd that which follows, 


fed non & ishofpits ; for furely there is nothing to be expected here 

‘but unkinde and churlith inrercainment’; we know thar God {till 

puts cogether che Seranger, the Widow, and the Orphan ; thefe 

are every where moft expofed to wrong ; as men are ftill apt to 

climb over the hedg where itis loweft. | 3 : 

_ The good Shunamite, when the Prophet offered herthe favour. - 

to {peak to the King-for her, could fay, J dwell amongft my own Peo- 

ples intimating, that while fhe dwelt at home qmongit her good 
“Neighbours, fhe had no need ofa Friend at Cotre. Bucwhenfhe 
had-been abroad fojourning in the land of the Philiftims, and in ; Kinghe 
her abfence was ftripped of sa houf¢ and Land, fhe is fain to —= , 
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-_ withan humble petition in her hand, iuing to be righted. againft 


__. the injurious ufurparion of her crucl oppreflour: Do we therefore 
finde harfh ufage at the hands of the World? are we {pighrfully 


intreated by unjutt men, our reputation bic mifhed, ‘our profefiion. 
flandered, our goods plundered, our cftates caufelefly empaired,. 


- eur bodics imprifoned : and all indignities caft upon us, and ours > 


lec us bethink our felves, where and what we are : ‘ftrangers. and- 


~ fojourners here, And let us make no reckoning to fare any othcr- 
wile whiles we fojyurne in chis vale of cears.. : : 


Laftly, if we be ftrangers and Pilgrimes here , we cannot but. 
have a good mind homeward : Itis natural to us-allto be dearly 


‘affected ro our home, and — wh the place where we- fojourne be 


handfomer, and more c 


dy wofay, Home is homely, and our heart is chere,. cheugh ‘our ‘bo- 

dies be away ; and this is a difference betwixt a banifhed man,and a: 
valuyntary Traveller; The exiled man hath none bue ‘difplcafing - 
thoughts for his native Countrcy, would fain forget it, and is apr. 


-_ (as we have had too much preof ) to devife plots againit ic, where-- 
as the voluntary Traveller thinks the time long cill he may enjoy’ 


his long defired home ; and chinks himfclf happy,. that he may fet 
the fmoak of his own chimney ; and if our lotbe faln upon a ftony: 
aand barren Jehaca, yetit is not all che glorious ppomifes of a Calf 
can withdraw us from defiring afpeedy rename to it 5 beloved, we. 
know we are f{trangers here ;- our home is above. There is our Fa- 


thers houfe, in which there are many manfions, and. all glorious ::- 


2:Cor.5- 


If this earth had as many contentments init, as it harhmiferics and: 
vexations, yerit could not compare with that region of blcfledncffe 
which is oyr only home : Oh then if we believe our felves to have. 
a-tme right co that abiding Ciry.,. ro that ‘Ciey which hath foun-. 
darions where our Father dwels, why.do we not lang: to be. poffe f- 
{cd of thofe glorious,and everlafting habizarions?we finde it roo true 
which the Apoftle faies, That mbiles we ave pmefent in the flefh we are 
-abfent from the Lard. Why are we not heartily deftrous to change 
thefe houfes of clay forthat houfe not made with hands eternal in 
the heavens 2- we may pleafe our felvesin formalities , but I mutt’ 
tell you it isno good fign if webe loath tege home to our’ fa- 
thers honfe : Me thinks thisword (‘here )- fhould ‘be emphatical ; 


- dndeed ir is not in the original text, bur ic-is.both futficiencly im- 
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then eur Own, yet we are reas © 
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plyed, and would frem ro intimate a kiad of .comparifon beeween. 
the place of our.fojourning, and the place of our home. Here is. 
trouble and toi), there is reft ; Here is diforder and fin, there per-. 
fedtion of order.and holinefle , Here we live wich men, yea beafts, 
yea, if (On fome hands) I fhould fay with incarnate Devils, I 
{bould not be uncharicable, chere, with God and his bleficd An- 
gels, and the fouls ef righteous men made perfec : Here are cons. 
tinuall changes and fucceffions of forrow, there an erernity of un- 
intermigred and unconceivable joyes ; Oh then how can we choofe P/- 42.1. 
but fay with David, as the Hart panteth after the water-brooks, fo deth 
my foul pa after thee O God ; and with the chofen veffel, Ldefire to Philip.te 
depart bence and to be with Christ 2 This for our fojourning here. —_ 
Now, for che rime of our fojourning.. — 
Time is the common meafure of all things, the Univerfal met- 
wand of the Almighty, Eeckf. 3.1. There tsa time for all things 
> {gich wife Selemon, and but. « time ; for che motions of time gre 
quick and irrevocable, yecannoe chink of it bee with wings 5 It is 
but afhore word, a monofyilable ; yee, whiles we are {peaking 
of it, itisgone. As for the. Time. of our fojourning 5 Afefes reck~ 
ons it by: years, Jeb by moneths, and thofe of vanicys old Farob, 
and David by dayes:;. che Apoftle fhues it Aare and cals the 
very age of the Werld, bors novifima, the lafthour: allimply a _ 


quickneffe ol re Ieis a true oblervation of Seneca, Velocitas 
temporss ( {aith he ) the quick {peed of time is beft difcerned when 


_we look at it pat, and gone , and thisI can confirm to you by ex- 
ience lt kath pleafedithe providence of my God fo tocontrive it, 
thar this day, this very morning. fourlcore years ago 1 was born 
inco the World : agreax cime farce, ye ave ready to fay; and fo 
indeed it feems to you that look art d, bue to me thar look 
at ic as pat, ix feems fo thore that icis gone like:a tale that is told, 
ora dreamby night, and looks bac like yeftenday. Ie cant be no of- 
_ fence for me tofay chat many of you who hrat me this day, are nor 
like ta foe fomany Suns walk over'your_heads,as Ihave done; yea, 
what fpeak Lof thisschere isnot one of us thar can affire himfelf of: 
his continuance here one day ; we are all ‘Tenants at will, and -( for 
ought we know ) inay be earned out of thefe clay’cortages ar an 
hours warrmng:oh then what (hould we do-but,as wife Farmers who 
‘snow che sime.of chem Jeafe: is cxpiting,“and cannot be renewd, 
ee, ? As 2 3 care- 


a 


ay 
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carefully and feafonably provide our felves of a furer, anid more du- : 
ring cenure.l remember.our witry Countryman Bromiard, tels us of-- 

a Lord in his ime that had a foo! in his houfe(as many preat men in-- 
thofe dayes had for rheir pleafure) to whom this Lord gave'a ftaffe - 
and charged him to keep it dill be fhould meet with one that were - 
more fool then himfelf ; and if he met with fuch a one, to deliver - 

ir over to him, : a a rn Tee | a 

_ Not many years after.this Lord fell fick,*and indeed ‘was fick : 

~ unto death: His fool came to fee him, and: was ‘told by his fick ' 
Lord thac he muft now fhortly leave hint ; And. whicher wile. thou - 

. | ‘go faid-che fool ? Into another World faid his Lord; and when wile - 
thou come again; withia a moneth ?: No ;-wishin a year ?. No:- 
when rthén? Never. Never? and whar provifion ‘haft thon made 
for chy intertainment there whither thon wr ? None aralt:.No, 
{aid che fool, none at all? Here, rake my ftaffe; Art thou going a-’ 
way for ever, and haft raken no order ner.cacc how thou fhale {peed : 
in char other World whence ‘thou fhale never return ?. take my ! 
ftaffe, forlam not guilry of any fuch folly.as this; and indeed, 
there cannat bea grcatcr folly, or .madnefs rather,then to be fo. 
wholly rakenup with an eager regard of thefe earthly vanities, 
which we cannot hold, as co'urrerly negle€t che-care of that ererni+ 
ty, which we can neverforego 3, and (confider well of ic) upon: 
this moment of our. life depends that crernity either way: My: — 
dear Brethren itis @ great. way to Heaven 3. and we have:but a lirtle: 

time toget thither 5 God fayes tous, as the Angel faid'to Elijah, 
Up, for cheu haft a great journy ro go 3 and if' (as I fcar.) we have’ 
Joytered ia the way 3. and erifled away any part of the ime in vain 
impertinencies, we have fo much more need to gird up our loynes, 
and to haften our pate 3. eur-heares, our falfe hearts: are readv like. 
the Levites feryant to fhow us.the World, and ro fay as he did of 
Jelus, Come. pray you let ws turn into thé City of the Febufites and lodge: 
there ;-Oh Tet us haye his Mafters refohire .anfwer ready in our 
(JueTD enoathes, We will not tera afide tuto; a City of firangers; neicher will = 
ro hi aa tll we have gor: the gases. af. Gods: Ciey pon our 
_ Time is that whereof many of us are wont to bé roo prodigal ; 
we take care how to be rid ‘of it sand ¢ if:we carinor:otherwifey 
we cait away, and this we call Pa(s-time’: wherwin swe. :do «dens 
7a :  teahy | geroufly 
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geroufly miftake our felves ; and muft know that time. is, as the — 
firft, fo one of the moft precious things tharare :Infomuchasthere > 
— two things which we are charged to redeem, Time and 
Truchw 2 , | ? ee 
find thac in our old faxon: language, a Gentleman’ was called — 
an Idle-man perhaps becaufe chofe who are-born to fair eftates are 
free from thofe coils and hard labours which others are forced to un- 
_ dergo.. L with the name were not too proper to over-many in rhefe 
dayes,whercin it is commonly feen thar thofe of the beerer rank who. 
are born.to, a fair inheritance fo carry themfelves as if they choughe 
themfclves privil ged ta. do nothing, and made for mere difport. 
and pleafure ; Bur a!as can they hope that the great God when he. 
M1 call chem to give account of the difpenfation of rheir time and 
eftace, will take this for.a good: reckoning... /tem, fo. many hours 
fpent in dreffing and.trimming,. fo many in Idle yifitings, fo many 
in gaming, fo many in hunting and hawking, fo many in. the play-. 
houfe, fo many in the Tavern,, fo many in vainr chat; fo many in. 
wanton dalliance ? No, nomy dear Brethren, our hearts cannot. 


ferus therefore in the fear of God be exhorted’ t6 recollee our’ 


iS Jefe in our glaffe, a fhort remainer of our mortal life, be fare. to im-. 
my cary OP with iran happy Teftimony of our gainfull improve-._- 
-mnent.: that {o, when-our day cometh, we may.change ourtime for 
érernity le of our fojourning for the crernity of. glory and.” 
Re re ee 

‘ Thus much for the time of our fojourning ; now as: for the paf- 


fage of this time, 1 thal — furetier difcourfe of ir, though. 
rhis is a: marger well worthy of onr thouzhts 3: and indeed we fat ; 
in re Nee SR PM neg er ve: 
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Bve within the {moak of che-City, have ofr ears fo continually in- 
-ured to ‘the noffe of paffing -Bels, chaticis a wonder we can think 
_of any thing butour paffing away, together with our time, unlefs 
dir be withus, aS with chofe shat dwell near the Catara@ of rks, 
-whont che:conrinuall noife of thae foud waterfall is faid to make 
deaf, Bac fince we are faln upon che thention of this fubject, give 
leave Lbefecch you to a word of not unfeafonable digreffion. I have 
ated it ro be the fafsion here antongft you, char when a neighbour 
-dyes, .all his friends in feverali parithes fet forth cheir Bells ro. give 
-a@ generall notice of his deparere 3 I'do: not diflike the prattife, it 
is amat of much civiliry, and fair r to the deceafed’; and if 
the death of Gods Saines be (4s it is } precious in his fight, chere is 
great reafon ir fhould be fo in ours, and therefore well worthy ‘of a 
‘publique notifications. Bucler me télt you that in odher well-orde- 
. ated places where I have lived, itis yer.a more cotnmendable fathion,. 
that when a fick neighbour is drawing cowards his end, the Bell is. 
colled to give notice of his dying’ condirion, chat. all within hear- 
‘ing may be chereupox moved to pour ont their fervent prayers for 
the good of thar deparring fotil, fuihg for mercy and forgivenefs, - 
and a clear paflage of icro che approaching glory if there be ci- 
_ Wiliry and humanity int the fortner couefe there is more chatiry and 
‘piety in this; buechis by the way. This termof our paflage is bur, 
an Englith expreffion!, the original word is ( #4 ) which 
yr eee our converting : paffing this therefore, ler ws mie- 
tate upon the modificarion of chis paffage of. our time ; which is 
faid mmft bein fear. 2" 


Fearis an-unwelcome andunpleafing word, and the thingmore; 


for we commonly-fay, thae ont yevill is the object of fear 3 and 
that whom we fear we hare’; and perhaps; the Aushours and A- 
‘bettours of the uncomforrable doétrine of diffidence and uncer- 
tainty ofxcfolurion'in the fpirieuall eftate of our fouls, would be. 
glad of fuch an overture for the maintenance of thofe difheartening. 
Poficions which they have broached unto the World ro this purpofe,. 
dur their mouthes are foon fopped, with the addition of rhe’ 
name of a Father, which is abundantly fofficient to fweeten this’ 
harth found of feat’! fo as this claufe of the Tex may {eem'to be 
«learly commented upon by that of Romaws 8:5.’ Fore have. mot: 
wecetued the Spirit of bendazeagain to fears but ye tdve rectived the 
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Spirit of adoption,. whereby we cry,Abba, Father; There ase indeed ,. 
terrores Domini, the cerrors.of the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 11..For fach is. 

the dreadfull Majefty of the infinite God, thar his prefence, even 

when hedefires co. appear moft amiable, overlaies our weakne(s ; 4 
yea fo awfully glorious is the fight of one of his Angels, that A¢eno- I . el 
ab and his wife thought they fhould dye of no other deaths yea,” 


and fometimes, like a difpleafed Father he knits his brows upan 


his deareft ( if offending ) children ; the Man after his own. heart. 
could fay, Thy terrors baue I fuffered with atraubled mind : thy fierce 
wrath goeth over me, Pfél..88.-05, 16. which he {peaks not onely 
our ae fenfe of his own miler 3 bare asa juft Type of him, who 
in she birternefs of his ageny did {weat drops of blood, and with . 


him.cryed our, Ady God, my God, why bast thop forfaken me? who. 


yet was heard in chat which he feared . heard and freed,.-heard-and: 
crowned 3. thus fad may be the condition of the beft of Saints in the 
pangs of their ctialls 5. which yet can be no other chen fafe , whiles, 
with rheir Caprain and Saviour, they can fay, Aty Gad, my God,and 
may hear God fay untothem ;Fear net for Lhave redeemed thee,and 
called thee by thy name, thou art mine, Efa.45. 1. That we may {ee then: 
what fear it is which is here reconamended tous a5 an infeparable - 
companion in this our pilgrimage, know, that there is abale kind’ 
of fear incident into the worft of men, Pia beafts, yea Devils ; the. 
Devils believe and tremble (faichthe Apoftle ) andwe know she 
dog fyars che whip , and the herfe the fwitch, and the flave fears 


she lath of his cruell Mafter,. this is therefore called-a flavith fear: 
_ whichthough ic be not good in ir felf,. yet may have this goed’ ef-- 


fe in wicked men to reftrain them from thole villanies which they - 
wooldotherwife commit ;. and certainly were ichot for this, there. 
were no living amoneft men ; Earth would be Hell :there is be- 

fides a diftruttfull fear in unfetled hearts; which is an anxious-: 
doubr left God will net be fo good as his word; and: perform thofe- 
promifes which he hath made to us ;: thisis highly finfull init felf,. 


and infinitely difhonorable and difpleafing naro God ; -for, if an 


honeft man cannot endure to be diftrufted, how hainouffy muft? 
the God‘ef truch needs take it that his fidelity fhould be called into 
queftion by_falfe-hearced men: The fear that we muft ‘ever take - 
withus, is double: A’fear of reverence ;.and a fear of cis- 
pection 5: che firlt is thas whereof Aljilachy 1..6. A: Sop. _ | 
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 reth-bis\ Father ,and'afervant tis Magter, If then 1 be your Father 


. 


2 


where 48 my bonbur’s and if I be your Master where is i fear? And 
this fear confifts in vur awfull and erembling acknowledgment of his 


*. dread prefenice, in our reverentiall, and adoring thoughts of -his in- 
-finitenefs : in our bumble and holy defires to be allowed of him in 


all thiags ; chis is chat which wife Solomon more then once tells us 
in the begining, or ( as the word rather fignifies ) the cheif point of 
svifdom, and which the Pfalmift truly tells is accompanied with 
bleflednefs. The latter which I call a fear of circum{pedtion, ‘is a due 
and tender regard to all our wayes,: not without an holy jealonfie 


over our felves in all our actions, words, and thoughts, left we 


_ mightdo, fay, or think any ching chat might be arg: ey the 


Majefty of our'God, wheteof Selemon, Bleffed isthe Afan that fear- 


eth alaayes , but be that bardneth bis heart {ball fall snto mifchef, Prov. 


28. 14. Now, thefe wo fears are asewins that ere joyned toge- 
ther in the bulk of the body, infeparable sand are fo comprehenfive, 
thac.all Religion is exprefled by the name of fear; and we js 
rendred by Timorates : indeed where this fear is, there can be no 
other chen a gracious heart : for this will be furé co work ina man 
truc humilicy, the Mother of vertues ; when he fhall compare his 


~ doft and athes, wich the glorious Majefty of God, when he fecs 


fuch an Heaven roling over his head, fuch an Earth and Sea under . 


him, how can he bur fay, Lord, what is man’? this will thake him 
think himfelf happy that he naay be allowed to love fuch a God : 
thar fuch a worme as he may be adrnitted to have any intereft in fo 
infinice a Majefty, chis will render him carefully-confcionable in all 
‘his wayes, that he would not for a World do any thing that mighe 


_ Offendfach a God, yea it will make him no Ieffe fearfull of fin then 
_ of Hell: {ee Gods own connexion when he gives a Character of his 
. Servant Job : A perfell and an pra man, ene that feareth God and 


De 


efcheweth euill, Fob. 1.8. Lo, 
chew evill, will not dare co fin: if Saran fhall lay all the Treafures 
of che World at his feec, he will fay in'an holy fcorn, ‘Thy Gold and 
-thy Stluer perifh with thee-s:if all the philtres and. wanton allure- 
ments of a great and beautifull miftrefs fhall lay ftige co him, ke 
will fay with good Jefeph, How can I do this great mickednefs and fin 
4zainit Ged: ButO God, who hath believed our report, and to 
whom is the arme of the-Lord revealed 2 Is-thefe fuch a thing _ 


e that fears God will therefore cf 


_ then, ye thar now laugh at 3 eg a eee 
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the fear of che Lord amongft men 2? Can we think that the com- 


mon fins of che times can ftand with the Icaft {cruple of the tear of 
the Almighty ? wo is me, what rending and tearing of the facred 
name of God in pieces, with oaths and blafpkemics do we meet 
with every where ? what contempt of his holy Ordinances and Mi- 
nitters > : ~ 

What abominable facriledges > what foul perjuries > what brutith 
and odious drunkennels, and epicurean cxcefs > what fraud and co« 
zenage in trading ? what fhamefull uncleannefs 2 what mercile(s 
and bloody oppreffions:; Oh where, then, where is che fear of ¢ 
God ro be found the while 2 yea to fuch antheizht of atheous bold- 
ncfle, and obduration are the ruffians of our time grown, that they 
boatt of ic as cheir greateftglory, to fear nothing, Neither God nor 
Devil ; chey feaft wichout fear, they fight without fear, they fin 
withoye fear. e : | 

Buc hear this ye carcleffe and profane epicures chat fay, Tufh 
doth God fee st > Is there knowledg 12 the moft high ? Hear this ye fore 
mall hypocrites thar can fafhionably bow, to him whofe face you 
canbe content to {pitupon, and whom ye can abide to crucifie a- 


_ gain by your wicked lives ; Hear chis ye Godleffe and {waggering 
roarers, thar dare fay with Plsraob, who is the Lord? Youthat . 


now bid defiance to fear, fhall in fpight.of you learn the way to 
fear ; yea to tremble, yca to be confounded, atthe terrors of the 
Almighty ; Thofe knees that are now fo ftiff, thac they will noe 


@) 


bow to God, thall once knock together ; thofe~ teeth, through 


which your blafphemics have pafled, fhall gnafh, thofe hands, chac - 


were lift up againft Heaven fhall fhake, and languifh. If ye were 
as {trong as Mountaines, before. his: prefence the Mountaines fled, 
and the hills were moved 3 If as firme as rocks, who can ftand be- 
fore his wrath: His wrath is poured out like fire, and the recks are 


broken Lefore him; Nahum. 1. 6. If asthe whole Earth, whofe ticle - 
_ is, That cannot be moved ; The Earth trembled and quaked, becaufebe 


was angry, faith the Pfalmift ; yca, if as wicked as Devils, even 
they believe and tremble ; andif whenhe dothbur chunder in his 
clouds, rhe: ftoureft Arheift rurnes pale, and is ready to creep into 


a bench-hole ; what fhall become of them, when he fhall puc . 


forth the armoft of his fury and revenge upon his enemies; Lo 


o 
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in eternal! rorments and God fhail — when your fear commeth 3. 

ye that would not now fo much as with : uake 
of a judgment, fhall irrecoverably fhiver in the midft of chofe flamcs. 
thatcan meverbe quenched. tee ae 
~ But for us, dear and beloved Chriftians, far be’ ir from us, t6 be of 
that iron-difpofition ; thar we fhould never bow bur with the fire 5 
po, we have orher thore kindly grounds of our fear ; Great 1s thy mer- 
cy,faich the Pfalmift,thae shox maift be feared;Lo,it is the amiablenefs of 
merits chat muft atrract our fear 3 icis.athing chat mainly concernes 
us to look where and how fearsare placed’; Far be it from us to 
bring upon our felves the aurfe of wicked ones, To fear where no. 
fear is; as this isthe common condition of men. Alas, we are apt 
to fear the cenfures and difpleafure of vain greatnefs, whereas 
thar may-be a means. co. ingratiace'us with God ; fhanie of the 
World ; whereas that maybe-aggeans to fave us from everlatting 
contufion: poverty, Whereas that may — ‘us of a bercer 
wealth;death, whereas to the faithfull foul chat proves the neceflary. 
harbinger to eternall reft and: glory; in the mean time the fame 
men-are no - whit afraid of the difpleafure of God, and thcir 
own perdition; wherein they are like to foolifh children, who run 
away from their-parents,.and beft friends, if they have but a 
maske or {carfe over their faces, bur are no whit afraid of fire or 
warer 5 Away wichall thefe and che like weak mifprifions ; and 
if we tender ourown fafety, ler ic be our main care to fer our fears 
right 5 which thall be-dowe; if we place them: upon our infinircly 
great and glorious Godsin' thar relation both of mercy and guodnefs,, 
wherein he is here recommended to us, as our Facher, and thar 
awfull apprehenfion of Juftice,: wherein.he is fet forth to us as an 
unpartial] judge ofus, and all onr aétions, Confider then (thae 
from rhe dyry we may defcend ro the motive ) that: this fearis ofa. 
Father, and therefore a loving fear; bus this Father is a judge, 
and therefore ir muft be an awfull love 5 how will thefe ewo go to-- 

- gether, a Father and a Judge > rhe onc a ftile of love and mercy, 
rhe other of juftice, © Whar ever God is, he is all that, he is all 
love, and mercy 5 He is all juftice ; Thar which God is in the pyre 
fimplicity of his effence , we muft imirate in our ‘compofitions s 
name'y to unite borh chefe in one heare ; He is not fo a judg rhar 
he will wave the title and affeétion of a Father ; he isnot fo.a Fa- 
m7 | | a ther: 


Felix quake at the newes © 
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ther, that he.will remit oughe of his infinite juitice, in. any of his 


proceedings :upon both thefe mutt we faften our eycs at once ; we 
mutt {ee the love of a Father ro uphold, and chcar uss; we mutt 


look upon the Jattice.of a Judge chat we may cremble sand therefore - 


putting both rogether we muft rejoyce in him wich rembling : 
Droop not, defpair not, O Man; thou haft a Father in Heaven: 
all the bowels of mortal! and Earthly parents, are ftraighe to his ; 
If Fathers, if Mothers may prove unnaturall ; there is no fear that 
God fhouid cat off his mercy, for it is himfelf.  Prefume not, O 
Man ; for chis Father is a moft juft Judge, Iris for finfull fleth and 
blood td be partiall: Fond parents are apr to to doat :upon the per- 
fons cof their children, that they are willing co connive at their {ins 5 
ci.!.cr chicy will nor. fee them, or not hate them, or not. cenfure 
them, or noc punifh chem 5 chus.many a fon may (according to the 


Apologue ) bite his Mothers cat. when.-he is climbing up to the © 


allowes, but che infinite juftice of the great and holy God cannot 
Be either acceflary, or ee to the leaft fin of hisdeareft dar- 
ling upon Earth 5 iris a mad conceit of our Antinomian Hereticks, 
That God fees no fin in his cleét 5. whereas he notes and takes more 
cenderly theit offences then any other; Heat what he faith to: his 
Ifrael ; Thee enely have J chofen ofall the famslies upon Earth, therefore 
will I puni{h thee for all thine-smiquitees, Amos. 3. 2. But jet this be 
enouch to-be {poken of the ednjuncture.of thefe two titles of Gud 5 
‘A Faber anda Fudee > we cannot ‘hope in the remainder. of our 
hour to profecurc both of them feverally 5 lecus onely couch at the 


former 3 itjsa dear name, this of a Farher: and nolefs familiar. Ir 


ssthe firft word of our Lords prayers and in the: firtt clare pf our 
Creed, thar. which is there the cidle of. his-perfonality in Divine 
relation:; is the fame here in his gracious relation cous : Our: Fa+ 
ther ; fo he is in the right of Creation [' He: made ws, not we our. 
felves'] in the right of adopuion 5 [ websve received the adoption of 


fons] Galat. 4. 5. In che right of regericration, [Ja that we are made 


e 


partakers of the divine nature } 2 Pet. 1. ql could here lofe my felf; 
and-yet be happily beftowed in the fering ford af thofc. infiniee 
priviledges, that we receive from the hands of our God,. by ver- 
cue of thishappy fon-fhip, burl fhall balk this theme for the pre- 
fent, asthar wenotlong fince largely profecuced m your cars 5 


and thal}: (.as my Text invites. me): rather: pus. you in ‘mind how 


‘ 
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- vainly we fhall pretend a right to this Father, unlefswe own him ; 
for the words are [# xsi] If yecall him Farher as Beza, and: 
our fornacr tranilation turnesic 3 or ( as it is, being a compound. 
word more properly rendred in our prefent verfion ) If ye call upon- 
the Father ; where you have a fbort, bur erue Charadicr of a faith- 

~. full Chriftian laid forth to you ; He is one that calls upon the Fa- 
~¢her : be faith noe upon God ablolurely , in rhe relation to that in- 
finite power which made and governes the World ; fo Jewes and 
Turks pretend to do : but in the relation to his bleffed paternity, as 
the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and inhim, ours, . . _ 
Thus he that calls upon the Father profefles himfelf a true 
Chriftian, fo St, Paul makes this one of che motroes of Gods grear 
Scal. Let every one that calls uponthe name of the Lerd depart from 
- gwiquity ;.and David makes this the pitch-brand ( as ic were ) of 
wicked wretches, they call not upon.God ; furcly, there isno aét we 
cando, argues more grace'then holy invocation , or that equally 
procuresit. There are three motives of our calling upon the Fa- 
tner; Our duty, our need, and. our benefic: Our duty ; for that 
God injoyns it, and accounts ic an efpeciall: parr of his worfhip, 
They {ball call upon me in the day of thetr trouble and-1 will bear them.faith 
God? Our need, for, as we arc of our felves deftimte of all good 
things, fo they are onely tube derived to us from Heaven by our . 

_ prayers: Our benefic,for we are affured of all bleffings for fuing for 5 
Ask and have..In thefe regardsI may truly fay that man hath no | 
grace nor goodnefsin him that prayes nor, both by. himfelf and 
with his family :-let him never plead his difability- to exprefs him- 

{elf in,his devotion ;.I never knew begger yer chat wanted words 
to exprefs his wants ;. were we equallly. fenfible of our {pirituall 
defects we fhould find language enough to bemoan them: this in- 
devotion plainly bewraies a Godlefs heart, carelefs of his duty, in-, 
fenfible of his need, regardlefs of his benefit, and wholly yielded 
up to an atheous ftupidity. Qn the contrary to pray well, and fre-: 
quently is an argument ‘of a pious, and gracioufly dilpofed foul; 
Others may talk to Ged, and: complement with hina, perhaps in 
Scripture termes which they have packe together, and this may be 

- the phrafe of their memory and elocution, but to pour out our fouls 
in our fervent prayers, witha due apprehenfion of the majefty to 
whom we {peak , and alively fenfe of ourncceffity, with a- faith- 


— 
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full expeétation of cheir fupplies from Heaven, is for none but godly, 
and well affected fuppliants ; thefe cannot call upon the Father 
without a blcffing ; Ic is a notable and patheticall cxpoftulation, 
| which the holy Pialmift ufes to rhe Almighty, How long wilt thou be 
| angry with thy peeple that prayeth ; mumating clearly, that ic were 
» {trange and uncourh, that a praying people fhould lie long under a- 
: ny judgment, and fhould not find {peedie mercy at the hands of 
God: Oh then thar we could be ftirred up to a fericus and cffc Qual 
performance of this duty for our felves, for our Brethren, for the 
| whole Church of God: certainly we could not have been thus 
miferable, if we could have heartily called upon the Father of 
mercies 3 and if we could yer ply Heaven fervently, and importu- 
nately, with ou faichfull' devotions, we fhould not fail of an hap- 
: on py evafion our of all our miferies ; and find caufe to praife him for 
is gracious deliverance, and his fatherly compaffion renewed upon 
us, and continued co our poftericy after us ; which our good God 
‘| for the fake of the Son of his love Jefus Chrift the righteous,. vouch- 
| fafe to grantunto us, Amen, 7" 
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_ Concerning the 


NECESSITY , - _EXPEDIENCE 


CLOSE. COVERING 
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Heads of Women. 


Intended’ to isa been Preach’tin the Cathedral at Ex-— 


ceter upon 1 Cor. 11.10. 


Occafioned by an offence unjuftly. taken at a 


Modelt Dreffe. 
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1 COR. qr. 10. 


F or this caufe ought the woman to have power on ber 


head becaufe of the Angels. 


A as cash Poca a di Chia, Sak woes to have 


their #* and Samm . (ubftantial canons) and ricuall con- 
ftirutions ; fo hath our r bleffed Apoftle : as in all his Epiftles 
~— foin this ; and asin other parts of is fo in this Chapter, here are 

main 
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The womens Vail. 2377 


Rain Canons for the effence of Gods fervice in the matter of the . 
pCharift ; here are Rules of order for the outward fafhiop of 
6) Ying and prephefying ; thefe may be as variable as the other are 
tant, icis:no mere poffible co fic all Churches and Countreys: 
With one form, then to fit all bodies with one fuir, or all limmes 
withone fize. Neither can 1 with learned Beza, and Cappelus 
think that prophefying here is taken for che hearing of prophcfyes s. 
thefe chings were extraordinarily done till they were rc{trained. In 
thofe Primitive times there were fome women extraordinarily gifted 
by Guds Spirit who cook upon them to preach and pray pubiickly, 
which afterwards St. Pasi forbad to his 7imothy, 1 Tim. 2. 12. They,. 
exercifing thefe manly functions, prefumed to take upon them 
-maaly fathionss.whereas therefore bare-headednefle was in Coriath,, 
as alfo in all Greece and Rome a token of honour and fuperioriry, and 
covering the head a token of fubje&tion ; chefe forward wemen u- 
furpe apon the fafhions of their husbands ; and will have their 
faces {een as well as their voyces heard; asthe Jefuitcfics of late 
time. dared both to atrempr and praétife, till the late reftraint of 
Pope 4rban curbed and fuppreffed them ;. Our holy Apoftle, who 
was zealoufly carefull to retorme even Soloecifmes in the ourward 
deportment of Gods fervice, controlls this abfurd diforder ; and,_ 
_as the great Mafter of holy ceremonies, injoynes a modcft vail to 
the women, when they will fhow chemfelves in thefe aéts of pubs 
lique devotion : For this caufe the women ought to have power on their 
bead Lecaufe of the Angels. 7 
Wherein your felves without me obferve two remarkable heads. . 
of our difcourfe. 1. An Apoftolicall Canon. 2ly. The carriage or 
grounds ofic. The Canon is fully and home-charged, The women 
ought to have power on their bead, The grounds are double ; one pre- 
cedent, For this caufe, The other fubfequent ; Becaufe of the Angels,. 
which in the vulgar,and in St. Ambrofe is brought in by a Copulatsve, 
CF or etiam propter Angelos. From the Canon it felf in the generality, 
you would ( of your felves) tn my filence eafily inferre, that fpirieu- - 
all fuperiors muft take care. not .only of che fubftantiall pares of Gods 
worfhip, but of che circumftantiall gopendances of ic; what is a. 
meerer ceremony then our cloathes > what can feem of Iefle con- 
fequence then a vail left off, or put on 5 che head maybe as good,. 
and as full ofholy choughes bare or covercd 5. what is thar a! 
aie , Said 
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~ not to negleét che pungtuall directions for the Taches, Snuf- 
crs, Snuff-difhes, becfomes , and the meancft requifites of that fa- 


s indifferenr; 

tthey have 
tv eenfure us for not obferving chem ; herein they are wife and juft, 
whiles we are conceitedly refractory. ) .T 


"7 8 
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-nough, for matter of initiution, that 


The W- omens vail, - 


lL know how little 1 need to prefs this toa people where I cari find 


. ithing but an univerfal conformiry sonly this couch was necdfull if 


wit to fecond and revive thofe late meet and expedientorders which 
® Jarely commended to your carefull and Chriftian obfervation. 

his from the gener all and confufed view: of this Apoftolicall 
charge: caft your eyes now upon the particular injunction; The Weman 
ought to bave power of ber Head, what is this power but.a fignifcation — 
a husbands power over her ? for itis worth obferving that the | 
Hebrew word which fignifies a vail :-™, fignifies allo power, 
‘ne ‘being derived from a_rootof that fente ;fo asthe meaning 
plainly is, The woman ought to wear that on her head, which 
taay import and teftifie that fhe is under her husbands power which 
is, as che Valentinians read it not amis in Jremeus , wus avail, — 
orcovering ; here therefore ye have an evident Metonymy ; the 
chin fienifed which. is the husbands power is put for that which - 
fignifies it, which is the womans vail fo as this a agg then lies 
pen te a double confideration ; the one in reference to the thing 
fignified, which is the husbands power over the wife, the other in 
reference to the fign implying it, which is che wifes vail or covering 
of the head: of both briefly. — 
The firft, thac che husband hath power over the wife, is fo ‘clear 


— bothin nature, and reafon, that I fhall willingly fave the labour of. 


a proof ; itis enough that by her Creatour. the was made fer an 
helper : and an helper doth gr aie a principall ; it is e~ 
; who gave her a will. ap- 
pointed it fhould be fubjeét to the will of her husband § which how 
deep an impreffion it took in very Heathens appears clearly c-_ 
nough in the Perfian fages cenfure of Va{bt: Est. 1. (\ 

And that ite may appear the liberty of the Gofpell doth to whit — 
alter the cafe ; How do the bleffed Apoftles St. Pas! and Se. Peter: _ 
redouble the charge of wives Le fubjel to your Husbands , Colof. 
3. 1 Per.3. Andinded how is the husband the head if he be- 


"not both more eminent, and furnifhed with the faculty of: 


direGing the whole body 2 A Vertuous woman faith, Solomon, 15 
the crown’ or Diadem of her Husband, Prov. 12. 35 Lo, fhe is the 
crown for the ornament of his head,but if (he be verruous fhe doth 
not affect ro be the head : and ‘€ the Crown be fet upon the head 
(as-the husband may BNE, honour to the weaker veffcl ) 
ae t| Uc yer 
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yet itis a pictyful head ghar:is not berter: chen the crown that a- 
dornes ir 3 bue why. urge I this? none but fome mamifh Montters. 
can quettion it, andif there be any fuch thar would fain read ‘the _ 
words amyfs,, that the wife bath power over ler Lead, they ‘are more 
worthy to be punifhed by che whip of authority,then by their neigh- 
bours fhame, ormy cenfure. - Bat to fay asic is, they ar¢ rare com- 
“Plaines chat we bear of in this kind ; I would the contrary were not 
more frequent 5 ‘The man hath power over the wife,and he knowes - 
it too wells and ufes ig too boiftroufly-; this {weer, gentle, and fa- 
miliar pewes, which he fhouldtexcrcife aver his orher-felf, is dege- 
hetared im the prdctife of:coo many into a {tern Tyranny ; according 
to the-old Barbarian fathidn in Arifietles time which holds even 
ftill, cheir wives are their flaves.: This is not for the woman to have 
power om her head ;.bur-forthe mati te-have' power im his hand, 
tor. che hand-co have power ont the body, -an’unmanly and favage 
power to.the very deftruction.of it felf : This kind of cruelty cries 
untg me daily for redreffe ; and give me leave to cry out againit 
it as the moft odiows and abhominable oppreffion that is incident: 
— into him chat would be called a man 3 for the dearenefs of the re- 
lation aggravates the violence ; to ftrike a beaft caufelefly is unmer- 
cifull; aflave, unchriftian; a ftranger , furious; a child anman- 
IY but our own fle(h monftrous 3 this is to do that’ which no man 
ocs faith our Apoftle, Ephefis.29. _ 
Khere was in the time of Gregory 10th. ( about 1275 ).(asour 
hiftories: gellus) a brood of mad hereticks which arofe in rhe 
Church, whom they called Flagellantes, the whippers, which 
— about through Evance and Germazy lafhing themfelves to- 
ood.. ed os 2 
» A. guile, which though at che fiifteryed down , is fince taken 
_ up by fome mif: zealous penitents of thé Romtth Church, who do. 
not only rake pleafure, but place’ merit, in blood ; a leffon taken: 
out, by both of them from the Baslites 1K. 18. Men, rather mote 
prodigall of their ficfh then the lavitheR of thefe Jate zelots, {ure- 
ly what chofe Bigets did and do otit of falfely named religion, thefe 
husbands of blood (as Zipporah mifcalled Mofes)do out of a crabbed 
and imperious cruelty, even draw blood of thofe bodies which a 
fevcrall kinne cannor.difference from their own. - 
ql Far, far be this, amore then Turkifh,. mor¢ then Paganith inhue. 
poe | Mmacicy: 


jeniey from thole that would pals far Chriftians. for you my 
. 


ar Brethren, let it be enough for me to mention chat gracious and 
needful! charge of our bleffed Apoftle (Mi md) Husbands love 
your mies, and be not bitter to them, Colof. 30.39%. 

Whiles their heads conf¢ffe your power,.sake yeu heed leaft 
your power be abufed to vex their hearts, and 0 tycannize over 
their bodies. 2. ak, a ee 

This for the power here fignilicd of the Hushand over the wife 5 
we defcend ro. the fignification of thar power-by the covering of 
the head ; an ancient cuitom.and.that which, was_prattifed :amang 
all civill Nations 3. hence.che Romans exprefled tha womans: mar- 
riage by, mubere, which fignifies to vail; whereypon.a cloud is 
termed sybes becaule ic.is,as a vail, drawn beswixt Heaven and our 
figtie:. Neither doubr] bux before all latinicy, was, thatched ‘this was 
pep by wdbimelech, Genel, 20,, 16. (fda reecfath. guenaiim ) — 
he is the covering of thinc eyes ; faid. that. Heathen King to Sarah 
concerning. her husband 5 2 covering which both proreats, and 
limits the cye.; The Apottles,charge then js that the womans -head 
ouzht tobe covered,. to fhow rhat fhe, is under anothers, power 5 
but how and how farre, and when..chis covering is. required, -will 
require 4 further difquifition : which I thall the rather enter into, 
becaufe L{ce ana and well affected women carried: away 
witli Erroneous opinions concerning this point 3 whofe tender -con- 
{ciences have been abufed by the mif-inrerpretations:o fome igno~ 
rants to be drawn to hold rhat this covering muft be abfolure ; and 
torall , and perpetuall, fo as ifany hair at all dc {cen, itis a viola- 
tion of this charge and their duty 5'to which purpole they urge thar 
verlé 15 as.afull commentary upon this rexe, thae the hatr was 
given de woman for a covering ; and upon this grdund they. are 
apc to cenfure them who take. liberty to expofe any of their hair, 
though never fo moderately. to others view : Ibefeech you dear 
_ Brethren and Sifters pase me notas one that affe& to be a 
Patron of ruffianly and diffoluce fafhions, of excefs or immodefty 
in this kind ; théfe I hare fram my foul sand amft tell thofe vain 
dames that where fuch.bufhes are hanged out, ‘san argument 
chat fomething is expofed rofale ; bur as I would not have you in- 
ordinately wild, | ol would not have vou {crupuloufly fuperfticous, 
in reftraining the due bounds of = Chriftian liberty, and ie 
a ae eae 


os ewe fs 


242 The Womens vail. 


nt hp SSS 
cing fin where God never meantcit; Thar may rherefore lay 
{ome grounds of this my juftderermination, knew firft chat in the 
ufe a eients and thefe ourward appendances of the body there 
is much latitude and variety according ro the feverall gaifes of Na- - 
tions, and degrees of perfons : there are Counrries the extremiry 
of whofe cold climate ts fuch rhat itis no boot to bid both fexes be 
covered , yea mufledup, for their. own fafery ; there are others 
fo {corching that will hardly admit of any covering either for head: 
or body ; there are fome whefe hairis fo large, that is able to 
hide them, there are others whole: curled heads are alike 
fhort in both fexes, and give no sehr to the covering of 
cither: he that made thefe differences of climates and people 
hath noe chought fie e0 confine them to one univerfall mle, only 
contenting himfelf with a — prefcription of decency which in 
all Countries muft be regulated according to the cuftom or conve- 
nience ef the place.For certainly thefe {acred ceremonies muft fole . 
Jow the rule ofthe civill,for that whichis held a reken of fubjeCtion 
to our Princes and other — in all Countries is fo ufed in zhe 
fervice of the King above all Gods : the Turks and all AZsbumetans 
therefore net uncovering their'heads to their Bafhaes, or their 
Grand Lord; keep their heads covered in their devotions : and only 
by bowing or proftration rcftifie their humble fubjeCtionta God. The 
French Divines preach with their hats on,ours uncovered ; both pre- 
tend good reafon ; and cuftom for rhefe contrary fafhiens ; ncither 
are cither of them to be cenfured as faulty,and exorbitant : and with 
us we hold the head uncovered if thehat be off, though the cap be 
. on: others make no difference if there be ought at all on che head.. 
Confider, Secondly, that the hair was given by God both 
20 Men and Women for an ornament : for which caufe | 
though it pafs in our account for no better then an excreti- 
on, yet it was created together with Man and Woman in 
their firft Perfection ; Were ic not thus, furely -Baldneffe 
would be held a Beauty, and not a Blemifh; Neither would 
the Prophet El:fbs have caken it for fo haynous an affront thae 
the children cryed, afcende calue. Neither would'God have expreft 
it, asan intimation of his fevereft judement upon Jfrarls on e- 
very head fall Le baldnefi, Fer. 48.37. Neicher:would God have: 
ordained tg fora law to Zfrael that he who was enamoured of a 
“= an cap- 
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Ta a et 
eee woman fhould firft fbave her katr to take off the edge of his 


Cttion, Deut. 21.12. Neither would Nehemiah have taken this 
tevenge of the hair of his mif-married Countrymen, Nelem. 13. 25. 
It was bur a juft queftion thar Auguiftw Cefar askt his Daughter 
Julie, when fhe had her white hairs pulled out daily: whether 
within a few years fhe had rarher be grav; orbald. © 
And our ftory tellsus that when ic was aske why the Spartars 
fuffred their hair co grow. -Agefelaus anfwerd, that was the chea- 
peft ornament that belong’d to the body: Ina word therefore if 
7 hair were given for a deformity to us, it could but be all hid- 
en. 7 : ee 
Let it be Thirdly confidered chat our Apoftles main drift here is 
| to give order for the habiting of women _ in the publique affemblies, 
and exercifes of their devotions, not for their ordinary and do- 
arr i actirt. | | 
Jhich appears plainly in che sth. verfe : Every woman that 
‘the 28 or prophefyeth with ber bead uncovered, at{bonereth her head ; 
faich not, every woman that walkes abroad upon civill occafi- 
ons, or, thar ftaiesat home upon her houfhold affaires, without . 
avail on her head, difhonors her head; and verfe 13. Judge in 
your felues, 18 1 comely that a woman pray uate God uncevered ? Ic is 
a publique prayer that is there meant, parallel to the prophefie 
before mentioned ; both which in thefe ficft times of the Church 
were in extraordinary ufe ; without the danger of a precedent 
to us, ugen whom che “ of the Church, aad the ends of the 
‘World are at once come. And if there were no more proofs, my 
Text were enough, which injoynes the vayling of the head is robe 
ufed becaufe of the Angels; relating ( as all interpreters give ic ) 
to the publique Congregations of the Saints of God, as we tha 
fee in the fequele. . | | 
Laftly ic nauft be known that this covering of the head hah prin- 
cipall relatién to the face, which is the beft and moft confpicuous 
part of the héad 3 fo as ic ts fuppofed thar che humiliry and mo- 
defty of the woman doth moft fhow it felf in-the vayling of the 
face from the view of beholders; the back parts of the bead not 
 \ Biving fo muck caufe of note and diftin@ion, nor fo much occafion 
of temptation co any eye 5 thofe therefore who by vertue of this 
place would have all their hair hid, muft much more, and upon 
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better reafoncontend char their tace fhouid be alwayes covered 5 
wherein one abfurdiry, and fervile inconvenience would eafily 
draw on another. “s 
_ Shortly chen, it followes irrefragably from all this; that-how- 
ever the gari(h,and wanton fafhion of the womans diffheveling her 
hair, and the lafcivious turning ic into nets for the catching of 
fond and amorous eyes, be juftly. forbidden both to grave ma- — 
trons, and to chaft, and well governd Virgins, yet that no law of 
God, or good reafon difallowes fuch a mioderace laying out of fome : 
- parrof the hair,as may give a fafe comelinefs' tothe face, without” 
the jatt {candall of any wife beholder. ee 
Neither doth that other. Text make ought for thisfascy 5 where 
rhe Apoftic rels us chat the womans hair was given her fora cove- 
ging : burrather evinces the contrary. . . ee 
The meaning is, it was given her for a covering, atively to cover 
her, not pallively tobeeoveredby her, 

~ For Se. Paxl intending to fhow how unfcemly it was fer women 

to. Chow themtfelves in publique exercifes, with a bare face, an o- 

. pen brow, an uncovered hair before rhe multiude, ferches.an. ar- 

~  pument from nature it felf, which plainly points her what fhe. 

ough todo : in thatit hath furnithed her-with a native vail, which 

is her hair: fince therefore provident nature hath given her a long 

hair purpofe!y to be a coverunto her , it therein fhowes how fir te 

is,that her modcfty and difcretion fhould provide her fuch a co- 
vering forher head when fhe will be opening her mouth in the — 

ac affembly, as may reflifie her womanly bafhfulnefle, and 

mble fubjeCtionn st "7 

-’ ‘To fhut up this point. therefore, there can be no juft pretence 

from this,or any other Scriptune forthis mif-rayled {crupuloufneffe. 

Rather for the contrary the holy Ghoft feemes to make, in that 

Ahis Divine Epithalamion, wherein he brings in Chrift che Heaven- 

ty Bridegroom magnifying his bride the CLurch with this {weet_al- 

_ -hafion. Bebold, thew art fair my love, Bebold thou art fasr, thou-baft doves 
eyes within thy lecks:; thybsir is asa flock of games‘ that appear’ from 
Mount Gilead. Cantic. 4.1. Lo, the dove-like eyes of the: Church 
are within her locks ;. and her hair isnot as an hidden flock, bur 
-appears ; and chat in a —- beauty. Let no well affeGed 
‘Chriftian brir her felfunder che bondage of an obfervation — 
| ai | Co 
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God never in joyned , or paffe a groundlefs and rath verdi& upon 


others for that which God hath never forbidden ; but witha due 
care of anholy ourward decency, Let every one in the fear of 
God leok to the hidden Man of the heart, 1 that which is not corruptible,. 
even the Ornament of ameck and qaret Spirtt, which 1s in the fight of God 
of great price. 1 Pet. 3.4. And fol have done withthe Rufe or Ca- 
non of the Apoftle : Come we now to the grounds of it ; The for- 
mer whereof hath reference to what he had concerning the emi- 
nent condition of the Man in refpe& of the Woman; fetched 
from borh the matc¢riall and final! canfe: Maceriall, the woman is 
of the Man; Finall, the woman is created forthe man; noc the 
contrary ; but becaufe this point is coincident with that which we 
have formerly rouched, concerning the husbands fuperioriry, I fhall 
not need torenew my difcourfe upon this fubj-@, bue choofe ra- 
ther to defcerd to that fecond ground, which by the vulgar and 
fome Fathers quoting the place, is broughr in by way of a copula- 
tive, And, becaufe of the Anzels: a ground fo deep, thar grear 
wits.and judgments have profeffed nor to fadom it: Quid hoe fic 
( faich learned Bezs ) nondam satellize and our no lefle learned Ca- 
srron confefles,thac herein Interpreters differ,. wt gus maximée. For 
thofe lare writers which have ‘read the words ( #24?) Be- 
caufe of the young Mcn, I muft necds fay they.would make a 
clear fenfe, if we might take their words for the ufe of any {uch 
word in the Greek Tongue ; which for my pare I. muft confcfs ne- 
ver cohave met with. To pafs over the improbable gucfles of 
many 3Ihe words are taken by fomce in a borrowed fenfe ; by fome 
othersinanaturall. In aborrowed fenfe by thofe cicher who by: 
Angells here underftand Gods Miaitters ; or, asthofe that take ir 
for holy men of what ever profeffion. 9 . . ee 

‘Thefe latter feem not to have any fair warrant for their inrer- 
Pretation, fince, however we find fomewhcre that the Saints: 
fall be in a condition like to che Angels, yerno where do we find’ 


them called Angels : = former want not good probabiliry for: _ 


their conftruction ; neither isican unufuall ching with the Spirit 
of God to call his Minifters by the name of Angels. So Malachy: 
2. t9 19 for he is che Angel or. Meffenger of the Lord: and ot 
John che Baptitt che fame Prophet can fav false, 2. 1. 98'70 N70 


Z witl fend my meffenger or-Angck yea the very name of the. 
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Prophet thae writes isno other then Afalachy My Angel, And = 
know in the Apocalypfe how oft the prime Governors of ¢ 
Church are called Angels 3 whereupon St. Chryfostome (as I re- 
member ) makes the reafon of thar full expreflion of St. Paw! (If 
an Angel from Heaven, Galat, 1.) to allude unco-this diftinction thar 
even Gods Minifters are his Angels too, though upon Earth, a ti- 

tle given them both in regard of cheir miffion and of their nearre- 
Jation to God ; and of i qualities which thefe Men of God 
, fhould imitate in thofe bleffed Spirits, = 
. The very riame is duttrinall, and teacheth us both what God 
expects from us both co himfelf and you 3 ard what he expects 
from you tous; Fromus faithfullnefle and diligence in his holy 
errands, whereabouts we are fent to the World; from you, love 
and reverence to thofe Mcflengers which he imployes abour your 
Salvation ; bur, ic was my meaning only to call ro this fenfe ar the 
window in my paflage ; as that which hold not within the com- 
paffe of the Holy-Ghotts intention ; Doubrlefs che fenfe is natural! 
and proper 3 not of men by way of allufion; but of thofe which 
are Spir ts, by effence : and yet even in this fenfe there isfome va- 
riety of judgment, whiles fome take this tobe {poken of evill An- 
| g's others of good ; Thofe which apply this to evill Angels are 
ikewife in a double opinion ; For fome take ic paffivelys leaft e- 
ven thofe Angcls fhould bé tempted ; orhers actively, leaft they 
-fheuld take occafion to cempt. a. 
~The former conceit is as grofsasit hath been ancient, of Tertal- 
lian and {ome others , that even {piries (to whom they alcribe a 
kind of materiality ) may be taken with the immodeft vendiration 
of a flefhly beaury ; o which purpofe they do ignorantly miftake 
thar of Gewef. 6.2. That the Sous of God faw the Daughters of Aten 
that they were fair ; not confidering the fequel, that they tock them 
wives of all that they chofe; Surely, ifever {pirits have affected thefe 
fiethly fins, yet of marryed Spirits there was never dream in any 
fobcr head. ° | . | 
_ This fancy is too abfurd to merit a confuration : No doube wick- — 
'. ed {pirits take delight in drawing the Sons of men to inordinate af~ 
fettions, and beaftly practifes ; a that themfelves place any plea- 
{ure in bodily ob{cenities isa matter not eafie to be believed; Or, 
if chey ,fhould be obnoxious to thofe carnall defires, that the in- 
ied terpo fin 
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into any wife underftanding. 

The other [ vz. leaft thofe Spirits fhould take this occafion 
of rempting ] mighr pafs for currant ; if ever we could find in the 
whole body of the Scripture’ where the evill {pirits are abfolucely 
called Angels without fome addition of diltin@ion, (which is ~ 
learned Camerons obfervation ) except only that one, 1 Cor. 6. 3. 
where they are fo ftiled for the greater honour of the. Saints thac 
fhall judge them : However, the cruch of the propofition is unde-- 
niable ; that fowe ought tohabit, and order our felves, chat we 


may not give advantage to the evill Spirits cicher to our temprati- 


on, or their prevalence : we may be {ure chofe tempters will o- 
mit no occafion of winning us to filthinefs. Do you not think 
that when they fee wanton dames come difguifed into- Gods 
houfe, as it were into the box of che play-houfe, with their brett 
bare almoft to che'Navel, their aymes co the elbow, their necks 
to the fhoulder-poines, darting their lafcivious eyes every way, 
and in their whole fafhion and gefture bewraying fuch lightnefs as 
might be able to debauch a whole aflembly, think ye not, I fay,thae 
they applaud chemfelves in fo rich abooty ; as knowing that every 
eye that iseranfported, andevery heart that is‘ fired with that 
immodcft gazing-ftock are fo many {poiles and trophees of their 
Temptations >. Icisa true and feafonable word that holy Cyprian 
faid tu the dames of his time chat ic was not enough for them to 
keep themfelves from being corrupted by others folicitations, un- 


lefs_they took care fo to drefs and deport themfelves that they 


might not be occafions of rayfing wanton thoughts in the behol- 
ders ; For furely, we can not free our {elves from thofe fins where- 


~_ inothers by our means (though befides our particular intentions) _ 
-arein{nared ; there is much libercy, I confefs, in mattcr of attire, 


buclecme withall give you Se. Pasls Item to his Galathians ; Bre- 


_ thren, ye have beencalled to liberty, only ufe not Iiterty for an.occafion 


tothe flelb, but by love ferve one another, Galat. 5.13. When and 
how isour hiberry an occafion to the flefh, buewhen we do fo 
pranckup and pamper our flefh as that we regard not therein 
any others dangers ;. which when foever we are drawn todo, we 
may be fure we have fo wary = vigilant {pirits to watch sai 

: chat 
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rerpofing of a-vail fhould any way avail co the reftraint of their 
wicked inclinations, and purpofes icis too poor a thought to enter 
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wife and carefull commanders do nor only caft how to impugne,, 
oppreffe, and annoy an enemy, but alfo how to remove thofe 


helps which might be advantageous to him in his fiege , even to. 


the demolifhing of Suburbs, and {topping up of Fountraines, and 
the like ; fo muft we do in this {piricuall warfare of ours; we 
muft not only ftirup our courage and indevors to refift and van- 


- quifh rentations, but we muft bend our urmoft care upon the pre- 


ion, and removall of whatfoever, in our apparel, carriage, 
dict, recreations may be likely to give furtherance to their aftaul ty, 
or prevalency : andin the whole practife of our lives fo demean 
our felves as that we May, according to the charge of the Apoftle 
padiuler quale Adem 5 not fo much as) gfue wn eceafion to ay ad- 
verfary 3 I Tim. 5.. 14. wether of calumny, or of Triemph : 
oh thae we could be fearful of doing any unfic thing Lecaufe of the evil 


@ Aah 5 we {hall be fure to hear of ic again to our coft; even the 


moft careleffe boyes will be affraid to offend in the face of the mo- 
nitor , fuch are the evill Angels to us, Be fure every unbefeeming | 
and unlawful a& thar paffeth from us, is upon their file; and fhal] _ 
once be urged againft us co our fhame and conviction ; My  Bre- 


~. 


__-. thren we would be loath to come under the power of their cor- 


ment; as we would avoid this fearfull iffue, letusbe jealous of 
their fuggcitions, and our carriage ; and not dare to do oughg 
that may be fcandalous, Becaufe * the Angels. - Ln 2 

Good ufe may be made ( you fee) even of this fenfe s burt 
rake irour Apoftle intended here to intimate the prefence of, and 
re{pect to the good Angels, 7 


_ Itisnoa leffe comfortable then well-grounded point of Divinity, 


_ Thacnone of Gods Children upon Earth want the affidence and 


Miniftration of thofe bleffed {pirits, we haveir from him that can-. 
not failus. Afatth, 28. 10. and the fwect finger of Jfrael had. 


. Warbled our this Heavenly nore before him; The Angels of the Lord 


encamp about thofe that fear him, Pf. 34. 7. And he that was raprup 
into the third Heaven and faw thofe wonderfull Orders‘of An- 
gels, .can cell us they are all miniftring Spiries fene forth to Mi-- 


__niffer for them who fhall be heirs of Salvation: Hed. I. T4.. 
Now thefe, as they guard and attend every of Gods ele& oncs 


wacn they are fingled and {cqueftred in the greateft folicarinefs, 
| a . fo 
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charges, when ‘they aifemble together for the cxercifes of piety 


and devotion : fv as the publique meetings of Gods Saints can be: 


no other then filled with whole troupes of Angels; This asitis a 


_gtuth 5 fu it was the received opinion of the Jewe:, as Capellx pegs 


nantly cites it out of che Sedar Tephilloth of che Portugal Jewes ; 
in his learned Spicelegium 5 Coronam dant tibt Domine Deus noSer 


Angeli, turba tla fnperns cum populo tue Ifrael lic inferne Convre~ 


gato. O Lord our God the Angels give glory to thee; even thofe 
Heavenly troupes that are affembled with chy J/rael here below, 
Our of the reverend and aWfull refpe& therefore that is due to 


thefe glorious: ( though invifible) beholders there may no un- | 
feemly thing be done or admitted in che Church of God; and - 
therefore The Women ought to have power on their Heads becaufe of the 
Angels; and {urely, my beloved , were we fully perfwaded char. 


now at this prefent, there is within thefe walls a greater Con- 
ation of Angels, then of Men and Women, I fuppofe it 


‘could not bur ftrike fuch an awe into us, as to make us at o1ice 


holily, mannerly and fervently devout: It is a great fault in 1: 


Fond 


fo we can notthink they leave their whether common or feverall 


Chriftians chat we think of nothing bute what we fee 3 whereas ” 


that {piriruall, and intelligible World, which is paft the appre- 
henfion of rhefe Earthly fenfes, is far greater, farr more noble and 
excellent then all vifible and materiall fubftances. Certainly there 
is not one Angel in Heaven that hath not more glory then all this 
fenfible World can be capable of : what fhouldI tell you of che 
excellency of cheir narurc, the height of their offices, the Majefty 
of their perfons, heir power able to confound a World, their 
nearnefs both of place and of effence to that infinite deiey ; cheit 
tender love and care of man-kind, any of which were able and, 
worthy to take up a whole lives meditation. 

_And if chere be fo much pe nae one, how urconcciveable 
is che concurrent luftre, and glory of many: had we cyes to fee 
thefe invifible fupervifors of our behaviour we could not, we durft 
no let fall any fo much as indecent gefture before fuch a prefence. 
Quicken then (Ibefeech you) and fharpen your eyes, dear and 
beloved Chriftians, to fce your felves feen even of them whom ye 
cannot fce, and Jet your whole carriage be thereafter 5 he is not 
worthy to claim more Priveledge then of a beaft, tharcan fee nos 
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thing bur fenfible objets: bruce Creatures can fee us; ifwe fee - 
nothing bur our felves, and chen, wherefore ferves our underftand-’ 
ing, wherefore our faith? andif we {ce inviftble beholders why 

" gre we not affected accordingly ; certainly it were berter for us not 
—rofee then, than, feeing, ronegleétrheir prefence, 
Whats then the honor, what the refpe& char we muft give to 
the Angels of God who are prefent in our holy affemblies : I muft 
have Ieave to complain of two extremities this way: There are 
fome thatgive them too much veneration, there are others that 
give them no regard at all : In the firft are chofe within the Roman 
Clientele 3 who are fo over-curteous as that they give them no leffle 
then the honor of adoration, of invocati on, reviving hercin the 
-‘ erroneous opinion and praétife of cheny which Theodoret held con- 
| futed by St. Paslin his Epiftle to che Cologians. Itisthe praife chat 
Erancifcus de Sales Bifhop of Genus gives to Petrus Fater, one of the 
firft aflociates of Jexatius Loiols that his manner was,whenfoever he 
came to any place he ftill made fuir to che Turelar Angels, that 
prefided there tor cheir aid of ei a the people from herefie ; 
and found great fucceffe in it : This imploration and worfhip is or- 
_ dinary ; wherein they do that co the Angels, which the Angels 
themfelves have forbidden to be done: and yerI muft needs fay 
if any creature could be capable of a religious worfhip, it is they ; 
. and if any creature were fit to be prayed unto, iris they rather then 
the higheft Saints of Heaven : for whereas itisthe juft ground of 
our refufing to pray tothe Saines chat we cannot be fure of their 
prefence, and notice, ( fure rather of the contrary ) and therefore 
cannot pray in faich ; thac ground is here juftly removed, we are 
fure that the Angels of God are prefent with us ; we are - 
fure that they hear us pray 5 but this is anhonor refervedgas peculi- 
ar to the God of Angels,and to chat one mediator berwixt God and 
man, Jefus Chrift, thofe Spirits hare to be made rivals to their 
maker ; neither have we learned char unreafonable:modefty to fue - 
to wayrers, when we are called up to fupplicate the King. 

‘The other extreme is of careleffe chriftians, thar do no more 
think of Angels, then if there were none ; fuffering their bodily 
eyes tO be taken up with the fight of their affembled neighbours, 
bur never raifing their fpirituall eyes to behold thofe fpiritual cffen- 
ees which are no-leffe prefent 3 and cerrairily [fear we are alf much 
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to blame this way ; and may juftly tax our felves of an unthankful, 


dull, irreligious neglect of chefe glorious Spirits 5 I finde that che 
Mahometax Preifts in their Morning and Evening prayer ftill end 
their devotion with Macree Kichoon; Be Angels prefent : and the 
people fhout out their Ames: and hall our picty this way be Icfle 
than theirs.Surely the Angels of God are infeparably with us; yea 
whole cohorts, yea whole Legions of thofe heavenly foldiery are 


now viewing Sz guarding us in thefe holy mectings, and we acknow- __ 


ledg them not 3 we yeild norco them fuch reverent and awful re-. 
{pectsas even flefh and blood, like our own, will expeé& from us. 
bid we think the Angels of God were with us here, durft thofe of 
us which dare not be covered at home (as if the freedom of this 
holy place gave them priviledge of a loofe and wild licentioufnels } 
= all faucy poftures,and ftrive to be more unmanncrly chen theis 
ers ? . | 7 

Did we confider that the Angels of God are witnefles of our de- 
meanour in Gods houfe , durft we ftumble in here with no other 
reverence then we would do into our Barne, or Stable ; and fic 


down with no other care then we would in an ale-houfc,or Theater? - 


Did we finde our felves in an affembly of Angels , durft we give 
our eyes leave to rove abroad in wanton glances? our tongucs to 
walk in idle and unfeafonable chat ? our ears tobe taken up with 
frivolous difcourfe 2? Durft we fer our felves to take thofe naps here 
whereof we failed on our pillow at home ; certainly my beloved, 


all thefe do manifeftly convince us of a palpable unrefpedé to - 


the bleffed Angels of God, our invifible conforts in thefe holy 


fervices, , ’ 
However then it hath been with us hitherto ; lecus now begin 


~~ to take up other refolurions 5 and fectlcin our hearts an holy aw 


of that prefence wherein we are; Evenat thy home addrefs thy 


felf for the Church 5 — tocome before a dreadful Majefty of 


God and his powerful Angels; thou feeft chem not ; no more did 


~ Elifbaes fervant till his eyes were opened : Iris thine ignorant and 
ee infidelity that hath filmed up thine eyes, that chow canftdi- 


rne no {pitieual object; were they but anointed with the cyc- 
falve of faith, thou fhouldeft fee Gods houfe full of heavenly glory, 
and fhouldeft check thy felf with holy Jacob,when he awaked from 
his divine vifion 5. Swrely tle Lord is in this place and 1 knew st not 5 bow 


rend 
we : 
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dreadful is this place 5 this t6 no other but the bexfe of God, and th® is 
the cate of Heaven, Gen. 28. 16,17. Oh then when thou fetteft 
thy foot over the threfhold of Gods Temple tremble to think who - 

is there, life up chine awfull eyes, and bow chine humble knees, 
andraife up chy devourand faithful foul to a religious reverence 
and fear of thofe mighey and Majeftical Spiries that are there ; and 
of that great God of ‘Spirits, whofe both they and thou art; and . 
ftudy in all chy carriage to be approved of fo glorious witnefles arid 
overfeeres. That fo at the laft chofe bleffed Spirits wich whom we: 
“have had an invifibie converfation here, may carry up our departing 
foules inca the heaven of heavens, into the prefence of that infinite, 
and incemprehenfibly-glorious God, both theirs and ours, there 
to live and rajgn with them in the participation of their un-. | 
conceivable bliffe and glory.. To:che fruition whereof he thar hath 

. ordained us, gracioufly bring us by the mediation 3 and for the fake’ 
_ of his blefled on] efus;To whom with thee O Farher of Heaven,and 

_ thy co-eternall Spiric, three perfons in one God, be given all praifc, 
honor, immortality new and forever, - y 7 
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reMagse; Know char a clean heart, and a right {pirit is thar 
A i which God mainly regards 5 For as he 15 a Spirit fo he 
MR will be ferved sm Spirit 3 but withall, as he hath made Join. 4: 
Meas the body; and hath made it a parrner with che Soul, 24- 
| __ fohe juftly expects, thacirfhould be alfo wholly de- 
voted to him ; fo as the Apoftle, upon good reafon, prayes fur | 
his Theffalowsens, thar their whole Sptrit, and Soul, and body may bei Ths. 
preferved blamelefs unto the coming of our Lord Fe{us Chrift, and be- 23- 
feecheshis Romans bythe mercies of God that they prefent their bodtes pom.1a 
aliving facrifice, boly acceptable to God. a 
Now as the body is capable of adouble uncleannefs ; the one, — 
morall ; when it is made an inftrument , and agent in fin; the o- 


‘ther natural! when it is polluted with outward filthinefs, fo both 


of thefeare fit tobe avoided in our addreffes to che pure and ho- 
ly God ; the former our of Gods abfolure command, who hath. 
charged us to cleanfe our felves from all filthinefs both of the fle and 2 Cor.7. 
Spirit; thelatcer out of the juft grounds of Decency, and expe- 1. 
ience : for though there be no finfull turpitude in thofe bodily un- 
cleaneneffes, wherein we offer eur {elves to appear'before the Lord,, 
our God ; yer there is fo deep an unbefeemingnefs in them, as 
places thetn in the next door to fin : Perhaps Gods ancient people 
the Jewes were t0o furperftitioufly {crupulous in thefe externall ob- 
fervations ; whofe 7slmad tells us of one of their. great Rabbies 
that would rather fuffer under extremity of hunger and thirft, er 
ta 
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tat of ouzht wich unwafhen hands: as counting thae neglect e- 
quall to lying with an harloe 5 and who have railcda great quefti- 
on whether if any of their poulrry have but dipped their beak 
in the bowle, the water may be allowed to wath in ; forbidJing 
to void che urine ftanding ( except it be upon a defcent of ground ) 
Ieft any drop fhould recoyle upon the feee 3 andin cafe of the o- 
ther- evacuation , befide the paddle-ftaffe, and other. cercmonies - 
in Uncovering the feer, injoyning to turn the face co the South, 

not co the Eaft or Weft, becaufe thofe coafts had their faces di- 

rcCted towards them in their devotions : what fhould1 {peak of 
their extreme curioficy 1A their eurward obfervances concerning the 


Law; whichno man mighr be allowed to read whiles he was 


Lue walking towards che unloading of nature or to the Bathe, or 
near to any place of annoyance 3 no Man might fo much as {pit 
in the ‘Temple or before chat facred Volumn, or ftretch forth his feet 
cowards it, or turn his back upon:ie, or receive it with the left 
hand : no Man might prefume. to write it bur upon the parch- 
ment made of the skin of.aclean beaft : nor to write or give a bill 
of divorce but by the fide ofa running ftream : yea the very Turks 
‘as they have borrowed our circumcifion, fo-alfo religious niceties 
from thefe Jewes, not allowing their lcoran to be touched by a 
perfon that is unclean. oo | 

But furely, I fear chefe men are not more faulty in che one ex- 
treme, then many Chriftians are in the other ; who place a kinde 
of Rolinefle in a flovenly negle& ; and fo order chemfelves as if they 
thoughr a nafty careleflenefie in Gods {ervices were moft acceptable 


- tohim: Hence it is that they affeét homely places for his worfhip 5 _ 


abandoning all magnificence, and coft in all the a&ts and apendan- 


ces of cheir devotion 5 clay and fticks pleafe thetn-better, then Mar- 


ble and‘Cedars ; Hence it is that their dreffes make no.difference of _ 
feftivals sall {tuffes, all colours are alike to them in.all faceed folem- 


nities ; Hence chat they ftumble intro Gods houfe without all care or 


‘how of reverence ; and fie them down.at his Table, like his fellows, 
with their hats on their heads; Hence rhat they make no diffe- 
rnnce of coming with full panches to that Feavenly banquet 3 and 


‘that the very on allowed free -accefle and leave tolifrup 
their legs at thofe 


ly cables, Ze quibus populs vota CF membra Christi 
portatafunt,Optat. Milevit.l. 6.whece we partake of the Son of te 
a io or 
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For che reftifying of which mifconceits and pragifes , let it be 


id down as anundoubred rule ; thatitisa thing well-pleafing to 
God thar there fhould be all outward cleanlinefs, gravity, reverent 


“ and comely poftures, meet furniture, utenfils , places, ufed and 


obferved in the fervice of the Almighty: a truth fufficiently ground- . | 
ed upon that irrefragable Canon of the Apoftle: Let afl things Le , Cor.14 
done decently and in order ; whereof Order refers tciperfons , and 40. 
aftions ; decency to the things done,and che fathion ot doing chem: 
diforder therefore and indecency, as they are a direé&t violation of 


‘this Apoftolick charge, fo doubrlefle they are juftly offenfive to the 


Majefty of that God whofe fervice is difgraced by them , as for dif- 
order it falls not inco our prefent difcourfesin matter of indecency the 
Main difquifition will be how it — be judged,and determined ; to 
know what is comly, hath been of old nored to be not more com- 
mendable chen difficule 5 for the mindes of men may be of a diffe- 
Tent diet 5 one may approve thar for decent which another abhors 


as moft unbefeeming : Suarum rerum nemo non mitis arbiter & pius 


jadex. Petrarch. A Cynick curre or fome Turkifh Saint may think ic not 
uncomly to plant his own kind in the open market place; and X%e- © | 
nophon vclisus of a certain people , called AMofynecians whole pra- trae. 
Cufe was ¢o do all thofe aéts in publick which other men men aon 
(placing fhame in them) are wont to referve for the greatcht fe- a. Xe= 
crecy ? and contrarily: to do thofe things in privare, which other ee 
Nations thought fit for the openeft view, and we finde thac the 9"1 5. 
Stigmatical Saint of rhe Churchof Rome (whocould fay of himfelf 

thar God would have him fatwellam quendam)) Dixtt mibi Dominus Conform. 
quod _ volebat me f° - unum fatuellam tn boc munde,) thought Separa- 
ic no fhame co go ftatk naked through the fircets of Afifiem stor, 
S did Theodere ie Taylor and feven Men, and five Women Ana- | 
baprifts ftrip themfelves and ran naked through Amffercam, Guy de 


Bref. Idem fecit coram Epsfeopo Afifit.lib. Conform.p. 21. But cer- 


tainly there are unqueftionable rules, whereby decency may be 


‘both regulated and judged: The great Dottor of the Gentiles when 1 Cor. 


he would corrc& an indecent pradtile in his Corinthrans ules thefe 11. 33. 
‘three exprefhions, Fudge 1m your felvesis it comly? Doth wot nature it 34-16. 


- felf teach “you.2 we have no fuch caftorme , nor the Churches of Ged : 
_ Wherein he fends us for the desermination of decency, to the judg- 
ment of ous right realon , ee “Maulre, and. approved 


Cc —cuftome 5 
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cuftome ; and furcly, if we follow the guidance ef thefe three, we 
cannot cafily erre in our decifion of comlineffe both in our Carriage in 
humane affaires,and in the fervices af God sul chefewill tell us thar 
icis moft mece that all eurward cleanlinefs gravity, modcfty, teve — 
rence,fhould be ufed in all rhe actions of divine ee will in. 


form us thac whatfpever fathion of deportment is hel 


rude & unci- 


vil inhumane converfation,is fo much more indecent in divine ati- 
ons,by how.much the perfon whom we deal with ig more awful,and. 


worthicr of the higheft obfervance,. 


__Icisno other then an error therefore in thofe men who think har 
if they.look to the inward eae of the foul: ic Mateees not in. 


what pofture, or what loa 


ome turpitude the bod 


nian bowing her 


Abate Y appears be- — 
fore the simiginy 3 Even that flovenly Craiek when he {aw aWo- 
¢ 


:I€ forward too.low in her devotion, could chide 


her for het unregard to thofe deities, which beheld her ona't fides ;- 


Our blefled Saviour thongh he had good cheere at the 
huufe, yet he fomewhar taxeth his holt for want of a 
Luc. 7, Ment 5 Lentred into thine baufe, thes gavelt me xo water: 


Pharifecs 
due comple- 


1 for nicer 


for my feet,. 
44.46. mune head with oyle draft tho not anoint, Sc. He looks ‘ftil 


formalitics of good entertainment as well as the fubftance of rhe 


difhes : Irwas Gods charge that ne fteps fhould-be made to. 
- Exod.20 po his altar 3 left che nakedneffe of the facrificer fhould be difc 
26 


go up 


over= 


* - _ed3for.chis caufe it was thac he who made the firft ute of skins for: 
"our firft parents,ordained linnen breeches for his Pricfts in their mi-. 


niftrations, oo | 
God hath no. where commanded us tO cut oY 

hair ;. but it were a-foul indecency not to do both: 

“~~” juftly loach a man that fhould come to cur table lik 
pezzar inthe defer, with hair to his waft 


thruft him(elf in to-che Table of the Lord ? and if our 
would juftly arife ae chat barbaro 
our board with his hands befmeared with 
_. We think ie can be orherwife then ul-taken. of che hely God 
 Wefhouldina beaftly garbe offer oir (elvesinto his prefence, 


r nailes, or our 
‘andifwe would: - 
e wild Neluchad= - 

sand clawes on his fingers, , 
how much more odious would:this feem in aman, that fhouldthus - 
. difpleafure. 
ous gueft, which fliould come to- 
ordure or blood; how can: 


thar: 


Ic is not onely in repard of {piritual filchynefs, that the evill Spi~ 


rits are called unclean ;:but even of external alfo 


; wherein haw- 


‘much they delight:;; we may well appeal tothe confcflions of thofe- 
ee vs ° Witches- 
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a 
Witches and Sorcerers, which upon their conviction,and penitence: , 
have laid open the fhameful rites of their nightly meetings ; Nci- j,,,,.,.,,- 
ther was it without caulechar fome of cheir prime agencs in the j,75; 0. 
ancient Chutch were called #x*e= from thofe filthy fathions which xc.” 
were in ule amongft them.Gaoftics borberite quafi coenofi, eb turpitudi- Aug tis 
nem infuss myfteriis, 8ic. | ’ : lde dHe- 

Contrarily, what pleafure the pure and holy God rakes inthe *«/- 
cleanneffe, both of flefh, and {pitit,is abundatly teftifyed by to thofe 1/47" 
~ and ftrit injunétions of lotions , and purifications , which ref a 
we finde, upon every eccafion in his antient law; and though chofe 
lawes be not now obligatory, as being for che fubftance of them 
ceremonial and typical, yet they have in them fo much tincture of 
an erernall moraliry, as ro imply a mectneffe of decent cleanlineffe | 
in the fervicesof God, | = ES , 

In the obfervation whereof it is mect forus to hold a midle way 
beewixt fuperfticion,. and neglect 5 ic is eafy to nore how in the for- 
mer extreme, a fuperftitious curiofiry hath creptintothe Church of 
Rome ; info suchas it may well vye with the Jewith , for mulci- Bartel, 
tude and niceneffe of obfervances;Theic Alrar-cloths mutt not be Gvast, 
couched but with a bruth appropriated to that fervice ; their cor- 0' > & 
porals muft firft ( cre they be delivered forth ) be wathed by none maditic 
but thofe chat are in facred orders, ina veffel proper only co thac {47< (tite 
ufe, with fope and lye ; and afrer wich pure water, which after iden. 
the rinfing, muft be poured into the facraruim 3 their chalices (mutt Tit.calix, 


_ not be touched by one thar is not in Orders : No glove may be worn 7":Carer 


2 oe al 7 . MUATS. 
in cheir quire : No woman or layman may their hoft, nei- 1.Prece sie 


ther may any lay-perfon fe much as look at that facred wafer our of /?'4 .Gs- 
his window ; Their miffal cufhions may not be brought fo much as sores. 

for the Bifhop tokneel on : The Stones of a demolifhed Churcly Sst, ¢ee- 
may be fold to lay-men, but wich refervation of ufes : neither may 0 i case 
fo much as an houfe for che curate, be buile upon che fame floor, Gavan. v. 
bur bv the Popes licenfe : Upon the burial of an heretick within the pian 
precinéts the Church muft be reconciled, and the walls fcraped + 54 jens fre 
The grafle in the Church-yard may not be ufed to any pafturage 5c Dons- 


_ their Agaus-Dei may not be touched by a Lay-man, ‘no not with he oa 


° ° ° ° . ° 6. 
gloves on, or witha pair of congues: What fhould. inftance in tis cemi- 
more 3 a jult volume would not contain the :curious fcruples of their sais. 
nice obfervances, in their veftments , confecrations , facramencal 
| . Ee 2. | rites , 


ne nnatnanenn nae 
258 Holy Deceney in the worfbip of God. 


rites 3 and indeed, inthe whole carriage of their religions devoti- 
ons ; in all which chey bring themfclves back under the bondage 
of more then Judaical ceremenies:placing Gods worfhip in the ritu- 
aldevicesofmen, and bringing their confciences under the fervile 
fubjeCtion to humane impoiitions ; That liberry wherewith Chrift 
_ hath made us free calleth us to the avoydance of this unjuft exceffe: 
Bur wichal our reverential fear of the God of heaven, calls us ro 
efchew in the other extreme all fordid incurioufnefs, and flovenly 
negleét.in his immediate fervices. cae te | 
o which purpofe let ic paffe for a fure rule chat there is a kinde 
of Relative holinefs in perfons, chings, times, places, ations : Re- 
lative, I fay, not inherent in chemf{elves bur in reference -to their 
ufe, and deftination 3 and in the fecond place, that even this kind 
of holineffe challengeth a reverent refpeé from us : A perfon whofe 
profeffion is holy, by his folernn confecration to God, fhould and 
_eught to carry more venetation ftom us then every common man. 
The holy elements in the facrament, being now fet apart to this 
divine ufe, fhould be orherwife regarded of us then the common 
_ bread, and wine at rhe Tavern : in — of chat bliefied myitéry 
whereto they are appropriated: Gods holy day is held worthy of 
more refpeé& from us,then all the dayes in che year befides;and why 
fhould it not be fo likewife in places and aStions > Even in our own 
~ hoafes we oblerve a decency, and different regard of rooms ; hold- 
ing ir unbefeeming that the bufinefics of the {culfery fhould be done 
. ‘in our parlour, or that our bed-chamber fhould be made alarder: 
_ And can we think it !efle uncomly ro put Gods peculiar houfe to 
the ufe of akicchin, or ftable 2? Surely, che fervice wherto itis or- 
dained, and the mame that it bears, ought to priviledge it from alf 
eicber bafe, or profane implovment. eo 
As for facred aGtions, as they have mofe life-in then the cur- 
"ward circumt{tances of rime and place, fo they do juftly require more 
sc{ped in the managing of them ; in our petitions, if we come to 
earthly princes upon our knees, with an awful reverence ; how 
such more ought we to do fo to the King of glory ? In our receit 
of the bleffed Exscharift, our demeanure muft be no other then fuch 
as may become the guefts of the great King’ of Heaven, and the 
commenfals of the oo of whom and with whom we do 
shen communicate 5 ta hearing er reading the Divine Oracles, our 
| a ¢>portrhent 
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deporrment muft be fuch, as may argue our putting a difference be- 

an the word of rhe ever-living Gol 3 and the fallible dictates of 
mortal men like our felves. . | | 

And as ic is in oueward decency and eleanlinefs, fo alfo in the 

marter of coft, ur handfomenc{s (at leaft ) in the urenfils. and 
ftrudtures that belong to God ; wherein itis a marvel how much — 
we in this laft age of the world have varied from our predeceffours, 
in the firft eftablifhment of Chriftianicy.: Nihil refert fice ex auro, 
five ex Ligne fit Templum; five ft Fatulem ficut in Bettleem, fice re- 
gia demu ficut in Ferafalem, Luth. in Pfal, 122. They thought no- 
ching good enough for God Almighsy, we think nothing too mean. 
Upon the firft noife of the Gofpel , when the fecular Stare was 
not their friend, rhe poor Chriftians were glad to make any shift; 
if they could build cheir firft Orarories, ot Churches of flicks ( as ar 
Glaftexburyin the entcance of Chriftianity ) they were well apay'd : 
or if bur the bare sky were their roof, chey were well enough con- 


tented 3 bur when once Kings became nurfing fathers ro the Ckurch, 


what coft, what magnificence was fufficient for Gods temples 2 
Even as it was inthe Elder times of Gods antient people, at the 
firft chere wasa ftake pitched fos the habitation of the Almighty ;af- 
terwards there was a Tabernacle erected, and God was pleafed to 
dwel in Tents ; but when Kings were chofen by God to go in and 
out before his people, now a Starly Serudture, one of the wonders 
‘of che World, was raiféd unto God in Sion: info admirable beau- 
ty as dazeled the eyes of the World to behold ir. When the 
Chriftian Religion then had taken foot in the empire, what fump- 
tuous monuments were crected by chat pious Constantize (in whom 
our Nation claimeth a juft intereft) ler hiftories {peak ; ne ftones 
were too precious, nomettal was too coftly for that happy ufe ; 
and fo powerful influence had tharexample upon Chriftian Kings 
and Princes, thar each ftrove who fhould exceed. other in the coft 


and fj plender ef thofe holy fabricks, the riches of their dotation, the 


price ef cheir facred veffels 5 and from them (as from the head 
to the skirts,) defcended to.che Chriftian Nobility and Gentry sin 
fuch fort, char ina {hore {pace the face of the carch was grown 
proud to be adofned with fo many eeu piles, and the Charch 
was grown glorious and happy with fo-bountifull endowments: and 


what fhall we think of it that the Kings of Tar{bifh and of the des ra 
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thus bring prefents, and the King of Sh:b4, and Saba did offer gifts > 


fe.) 


Pf.72.10 NVas it well done ,.or mighe i net . better have been {pated 2 


Surely, had thofe Godly Emperours, Kings, Princes, Peers, Gen- 
ery, beewof the minde of many:moderne Chriftians,- they had for- 


~ borne this care and coft,: and aaigned ‘cheir magnificence into - ano- 


2 Sam. 
24, 24. 


rious colatures, and are 


ther.channel : But if chis bouncy of theirs were holy and commen- 
dable,as it hath been juftly celebrated by all Chriftians, till this. pre- 
fent age ; how are thofe of ours fhametully. degenerated ;: who af-- 


fe nothing but homlineffe and beggery in all that is devoted to the. 
Almighty 5. and are ready +o {ay contrary to the mai after Gods. 


me pothi x ee oe i , | | 

re With what great {tate and deep expence God was ferved-under 
the Law,. noman can be ignotant 5 for who. knowes nor the coftty 
furniture of rhe Tabernacle,the rich habiliments. of the Prieft, ‘the 
precious veffels for the facrifices; and after chae the invaluable 


fumpruounefs of the Temple, both without and within; In the. 
marbles,. cedar, —. trees, brafle, filver, gold, in rhe cu-. 
icial textures ? in regard of all which for . 


matter and forme, what was this other then the glory of the whole 
earth 2 andas for the very alcar alone ( Gods Ariel ) chat which 


wentup there from, in {moke, both in the daily facrificcs, and the - 


folemn Hecatomés, upon {pecial occafions, what man could value > 
Befides the treble tithes, firft fruites, oblations which were perpe- 


_ tually ian to God for the maincenance of his Priefthood: O 


the coftly fervices of God under the Law ! And do we think the 
fame God is now of a ee other diet, then formerly 2 Is ‘all this 
meer ceremony ? Is there not fo mach morality in ic as charit is 
mect the great God, who is the pofleffour of Heaven and Earth, 
fhould be ferved of the beft > that itis nor for us to affe@ too much 
cheapnefie, and neglective homelinefs in our evangelical devotions? 


_ Surcly, nature tt felf calls to us for thisrefpeétto a deity, even the 


very favage Indians may teach us this point of religion ; amonoft 
whom wefind the Afexicans, a people that had never: had any in- 
tercourfe wich the other three parts of che World, Emirient in this 
kinde ; what fumpruous, and ftaccly Temples had they erected to 
their Devils. : How did they enrich rheir mif-called Gods with 


Magazins of their trcafure ? And even fill the moft barbarous: and 
| brutith - 


s 
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bratifh of all thofe: people thar bear the fhapé of ten have this 
principle bred inthem, chat if they have ought better then other; 
itis for cheir God : a ptinciple fo much advanced by imperfect 
Chriftianiry; ehat the Abafins bold:ic piacularte build ‘their: Own’ 
houfes-of the fame miatrer whichis referved ‘for. their -Churchtss 7. Portes’ 
to the very fabrick atid ufe whereof they ‘Yield fo much reverence’ ae cd 
as thar cheir greateft Peer alights from his horfe when he comes but 
withinview of tholefacredpiles. ©. 5 tit = 
And iffrom thofe remote parts‘of the wotld we fhall-ehink fié 
to look homewards;: how jult caufe ‘fhall we fide td wonder: ae 
the munificent piety of our predeceflots, who fo freely. poured our 
themfelves into bountiful expence for raifing of the houfes. of God 
m our Ifland, and endowing them with tich patrimony, that che 
prime honor of chis Nation, al! che world over, hathsever been the 
beauty of ‘our’ Chitrehes. ¥ Neither ‘was it cticrwvile in all thofe 
paresof the World’ where Chiiftianity kad* obtained; How fre- 
quent was it for a wealthy miatron- with Heitina, and for a great 
Nobleman with che Roman Fertullws,Regns potins quam cenotia vir 
| Santis pofterss relanit, Oc. Volaterran; wo make sa their ‘heir, ‘and Extbre 
s to-enrich his houfes and fervices with. the ‘legacies’ of their jewels; ace ts 
* and poffeflions > Whereupon it etme topafe thar chefe ftru@ures -~ 
and veffels' which at the ficff were bur of mud, and meaiticé ‘met- | 
tals, according to the poverty of che donors ; foon- after- exchanges 
ed their homelinefs for fo glorious a magnificence, as bleared the 
eyes of the hcathen bcholders’; See, faith chat ‘enemy: of Chrift, 
in what veflels Maries {on is ferved 5 and Ammianus ‘is ready to 
burt with {pight at the liberal previfion of Gods minifters in com- 
parifon of their neglective Paganifme, 4} ditenter oblstionibus matre~ 
Cae Cg ee ee ae ee 
There may have been fome in all ages, that out of a mifground- 
edhumilicy, and pretended mortification have affected a willing — 
difrefpect of all ourward accommodations beth in theirowndome- 
ftick proviftons, and in che publick ferviees'of God 5: fuch were St.. 
Gallus of old 3, and in later Times, the ewo famous Francefes of Al watehia 
Sift, and of St. Pas! : The firff whereof, Galliw, as the hiftory re- serabie182, 
ports, when a great Duke our of a reverent opinion of his fanirs 
d'given him a rich and curiowfly carved peece of plate ; Magmial 
agstis Difciple who had the carriage of chat pretiots ve fle] — , 
shat: 


that it might be refcerved for che facred ufe of Gods rable, rectived. 
this anfwer from him : Soh remember what Peter faid, Gold and 
Silver have 1 none ; \ec-this p!ate which chou beareft be diftribured ro 
the poor ; for my bleffed matter Saint Colomb was wont to offer thae 
holy Sacvifice in chalices of braffe’; becaufe rhey fay, our Saviour 


- was withbrazen nailes faftned ro his crofs.; chushein more humi- 
lity chen wifdome ; L-p,rofis ukcerofarum plagaram ruebat n Ofcula, lib. 


Confor. Fruftu. Separatur.. And for the other rwo ; never maa more 
affe¢ted bravery and pride then they did beggery , and naftinefs 5 
placing a kind of meris in fticks, clay, in rags and patches, and 
flovenry 3 5. Francifcus circa moytem {uam in teflamento fuo ferrbt. voluse 
quod omnes cella. C7 domsus fratrum de Lgnis © luto effent tantum, ad 
confervandan melivs lumilsatem & — Libr. Conform.p. 218. 
Lb. 2. Fruflu..4; Conform, 46. Let ehefe and: their ill-adyifed follow- 
ers pafs for Cynicksin Chriftianity 5’ although now, what ever the 
original rule of cheir fotdid founder was; even. thofe-of that order 
can in their buildings and “furmicures emplate. the . magnificence of 
Princes 3 as if they affected no lefs excefs in the one extreme, then 


- their parron did in che other, Fratres.omnes uslibus vefibus induane 
tur 3 O& pount earepestare de faccis.& aliis pects cum Lemedsiione 


Dei. Conform, I. 1. Fruflu 9. p. ¥16. Wife Chriftians fic down in the 
mean ; now under the Gofpel ayoyding a carclefle or pafcimoni- 
ous oe on the one fide, and a-fuperfticious lavifhnefle on the 
other. ea ee ee ee 
__As for this Church of ours, there is at this time efpecially litele 


fear of too much 3 and if we be not more in ‘the ablative, then our _ 


Anceftors were in the dative cafe yee we are generally more apt to 


- higgle with the Almighty; and in abafe niggardlinefs to pinch him 
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in the allowances to his fervice ; wherein we do not. fo. much 
wrong oar Ged as our {elves ; for there-is not Mm: all ‘the World fo 


fure a motive for God to five largely unto us, as thar we give 


freely unto God: David did but intend to build God an heute, 
and now in agratious retribution, God ells him by. Aathas, The 


Lord will build thee anboufe, and will eftablifh thine beufe and thy king 
dome for ever before thee: and contrarily in this:it. holds as: in all o- 


ther pious bequefts.; He that foweth foaringly, . fall reap {paringly : 
& if fome-pertiailar wayes of the conveighance gf our bounty were 
anciently ccremonial,yet we arc {ure rarer 
e. 5° “ | . ; - tke 
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the Lord with thy fabstance. Had our bleffed Saviour been of the 
mind of thefe drye and pinching Devotionifts, he had furely chid 
Mary Magdalene, for the needlefle waft of that her pretious oint- 
ment, and have agrced with Jud how much better ic mizh have 
been employed for the relief of many poor foules that want- Mat.2 6, 
ed bread, then in fuch a complement of unneccffary delicacy 3 bat 13° 
how kindly chis {eafonable expence was taken by our Lord’ Jefus, 
appears, in chat the memorial of this beneficence is ordained by him 
to have no narrower bounds of Time or Place, then this bicikd 
Gofpel ‘it felf. - . 

Shorc!y, asthe honeft and learned Gerfon long fince diftinguth- 
ed in matter of Doctrine ; fo muft we Jearn_ to diftinouth in mar- 
ter of practife 5 fome things are of rhe neceffiry of devotion, others 
of the picry of devotion ; and yer further, in this fecond ranke, 
fome chings are cffential to the piery of devotion , without which 
at cannot be at all, others are accidental without which te cannot 
be fo well ; under this latter fort, expedience and decency both 
of cleanlinefs and coft challenge a due place, and cannot juftly 
be denycd ie: As‘it isin: our own cafe, fome things are requifice 

out of the necefficy of nature, without which we cannot fubfift ; 
other things are requifite for the convenience of our eftate, wirh- 
out which we cannot maintain ‘a well being ; He thar hath 
Bread and Drinke, and Cloathes, may live ; buthe chat hath noe 
his Linnen wathed and his meat cleanly dreffed , and change of 
warme fuics will hardly live with comfort. : 

To che great marriage of the Kings fon in the Gofpel, al] com- 
ers are invited; yca the gucfts are ferche from the very high waies, 
and hedzes, where there could be no avery of any choice 
W ardrabe , yet when the King comes in, and finds aman withouc: 
his wedding garment she in difpleafure asks,Frie2d how camefl then in 

hither 5 fufficiency intimating chat even com!ineffe of fath'on and 
meer complement are worthily expected in the folemn entcrtain- 
ments of God. : 

Toconclude, if we have rizhtly apprehended the dreadful and 
plorious Majetty of the great God 3 we fhall neverthink we can 
come with reverence cn°ughinto his holy prefence 5 and it is no - 
{mall-avpendance of reverence tohave our very botics decently 3 
compofed before him; aid if we have well weighed the abfo.ure {o- 

Ff vcraiznty 
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-veraignty of this great King of Glory;and the infinite largefs of our 
munificenr God,who hach givenus our felves, and all thac we have, 
or are, or hope for, chat hath not grudged us ought in earth, or hea- 
ven; no not the dear fon of hislove, and erernal cflences but hath 
fene him out of his bofome for our redemption: we cannot think all 
our little enough to confecrate te his bleffed name and fervice ; and 
fhall Sah or: evil cye worthy to be pulled our, which thall gtudg 
the farteft of his flocks, and hcards to che alrar of the Almighty. 
Now the appiication of this whole difcourfe I leave to the thoug brs. 
ofevery reader ; who cannot but eafily finde how too muchneed 
there is of a monitor in this kind ; whiles the examples of a profane 
indecency fo abound every where to the great fhame of the Gofpel, 
and {candall of all ingenious mindes. I forbear to particularize 3a 
volume would be too ftraight for this complaint: | 
_. Itisnot the biufhing of my Nation,the derifion of Foraigners,the 
advantage of adverfarics thar drive ac,in thefe {cafonable lines. 5 it 
is the reformation of thofe foul abufes,grofs neglects, curward in- 
dignitics, notorious pollutions,which have helpt to cxpofe the 
- face of this famous Church, late the glory of Chriftendem, to the 
{corne of che nations round about usswho now change their former 
envy at her unmarchable beauty, into a kinde of talulting pity of 
her miferable deformity Returne,dear brethren,returne to thatcom- 
ly arder,and decency which won honour and reverence tevour good- 
ly forefathers. | 
+ After the main care of the fubflance of divine worfhip ( which 
rmft be ever holy,{pirirual, anfwerable ro the unfailing and exaé 
rule of the eternal word of God ) let the outward carriage of Gods 
facred affairs be ( what may be ) furable ro that pure, and dreadful 
Majefty whofe they areslec his now neglected houfes be decently 
Neqid — repaired nearly kept,reverently regarded for the owners fake, and 
People Dei tViolably referved for thofe facred ules to which they are dedicated; 
inforatur, Let his holy rable be comly {pread;8& attended with awful devotion, 
om fetes lee them be clean both within and wichour that bear. the veffels of 
Heed gs the Lordslec the maintenance of his alcar be free, liberal chearfulslet 
deine Gods chatr, the pulpir , be climb’d into by his chofen fervants, with 
aise eg trembling, and gravicv-briefly,tec his whole fervice ‘and. worfhip be 
yp tis de : | oe | ° 
babita. vie, Celebrated with all holy reverence sthis is che way to the acceptation: 
| af God, and to. honour wich men.. — 
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Good Security : _ 
: A Comfortable et ase 5 
DISCOURSE | 
The Chriftians am of Heaven, _ 
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Grounded upon 2 Pet. 1.10. | 
Give diligence to make your Calling and Ele&tion fure. 


pegs T fhall be my onely drift,and endeavour in this difcourfe 
Be Fa% 1 fettle the hearts of thofe who profefs the name of 

i Chrift, in a main cafe of Chriftian refulution concern- 
ing —— and final eftate ; the mean whereof 
is no leffe comfortable and ufeful, then the extremes 
miferably dangerous: whiles one iscaufclefly confident, and dyes 
prefuming 5 another is wilfully carclefs, and perifheth through 
neglect, both fearfully mif-carry, and help to fill up hell : I thall 
defire to guide the wife Chriftian in a midway between both thefe, 
and teach him haw tobe refolure without prefumption ; and'to be 
awful wichour diftruft, how to labour for an holy {ccurity, and mo- 
deft confidence. Ere we defcend.co the matrersThree termes require © 
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a lictle clearing, what this calling is? Whar election ? What the 
fure-making ot both ? | 
As tothe firft; this cannot be taken of an ourward calling: For 
we are fure enough of that 5 wherefoever the Gofpel is preached 
we are called outwardly ; ‘néicher are we much the nearer to be _ 
fare of that, for many are called, few chifen, yea certainly this not: 
an(wered (hall aggravate our damnation 5 Iris therefore an inward 
and effectuall calling thar we muft endeavour romake fure : acall, — 
not by the found of the word only, bic bythe efficacy of the Spi- 
rit: The foul hath an ear as well as the body, when the car of the 
foul hears the operative motions of Gods fpirit, as well as “the car 
of the body: hears the external found. of the Gofpel: then are we 
called by God, when tue faich is wroughrinthe Son!, as. well as 
outward conformity in our life ; when we are made true Chriftians. 
as well as ourward profeffors, then ,and not till chen have we this 
calling from God. ae a ae oe oe 
Such then is our calling ; the cledtion is anfwerable toie3 Nora 
temporal, and external, to fome {pecial office, or dignity ; where- 
of our Saviour, Have not I chofer yestnelve. Fobn. 6.70. and Mofes 
bis. chofes, Pfal. 106. Not a fingling our from the moft, ro an our- 
ward profcifion of Chrift, whereof perhaps the Apoftle, 1 Thef. 1. 
4. Knowing, beloved rhat ye are eles of Gods and the Pfalmitft, Blef- 
fed is he whom thou choofeft and caufelt to dwell 1n thy. courts, Pal. 65.5. 
For notwithftanding this noble and happy- priviledge, little would 
it availe us to be fure of this, and no more 3 no profcfiton,no dig-- 
_ nity can fecure us from being perf: étly miferable , but an erernal — 
ele€tion toglory 3 whereof St. Paul, Ephef. 1.4. God hath chofen us 
wn C brift before the foundations of the World, that we might be holy, and 
 blamleffe before bim 17 love + and to his Colcfisus, 8 theele& of God 
holy and beloved:; {uch as to whom faving Faichis appropriated, the 
ftyle whercofiis Fidus eleftorum,. the farth of t! eElegt, Tite ute 
Sach then is our calling, and: c!ction.. Now this calling, this e-. . 
IcGtion muft be made fure or firme, as the word (“4 ) fignifies:: 
fire andfirme,:noton Gods. part who we know ts unebangbic in 
his nature, in his counfels.” - So as in chat regard our election Cif ic 
” bearall is moft fure, and furer cannot be 3 but on ours, notonly 
in refpe & of the obje&, which is the rrur h,. and immutabilicy of 
she thing ic {lf 5: bucin refpcGtofthe fubsc & rao, the foul thar ap- 
- 3 e. Ris | ; pre= 
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— ic 5 fofure that it cannot be falfified, cannot be difap- 
poinced, | 7 ; 
Iris not for us to expect fuch a certainty of knowledg in this 
Point as there is of Principles of Arts, or of thofe things whercof 
common fenceaffuresus. Our Schoolmen make diftinGion of a 
-_ 


certainty, evident, and inevidene : Evident, which arifech out of 
, . the clearnets of che objctir felf; and che neceffary connection of 
the cermces,as that the whole is greater thena parttInevidcnet,which 
arifcs not fo much out of che intrinfecal truth of the propofition ir 
felf, as our ot che veracity and. infalliblenefs of the parry that af- 
firmes ir. Soboth Divine and Humane fai:h reccive their affu- 
rance from the Divine or Humane authority whereon it is ground- 
7 ed ; and chis inevident affurance may be fo certain as to expel all 
prevailing doubs, chough nor all croubling doubr : Neither need 
chere aay othcr tor the Articles of our creed which we take’ upen 
the infallible craft of him who is the trurhit felf, and can no more 
deceive us then, not be. — ne | 
This latter is the cercainty, which we muff labour to attain unto.. 
In the grant whereof our Romifh Divines are gencra'ly.too ftraight- 
laced, yielding yet a Theological ccreainty which goes farr but noe 
home: although fome of them are more liberal, as Catharinus, Ve- 
 Bby Ruardus, Tapperas, and Perertss following them, which grant 
thar fome holy men, out of the fecling.and experience of the pow- 
er of Gods Spiric in chem, may withour any fpeciall’ revelazion 
prow toa great height of aflurancesif not fo as chat they may {wear 
theyare aflured of chis happy eftace of grace,yet fo,as that they may 
be as confident of it, as chat there is a Rome or Conftantinople,which 
one wou!'d chink were enough: bue the reft are commonly roo fpa- 
ring, inthe inching our ef the poffibilitie of our affurance by nice 
diftin@ions: Curdinal Bellarmine, makes fix kindes , or degrees of 
_cereainty 3 whereof three ate clear, three obfcure 3 the ehree firft 
‘are the certainty of underftanding, the certainty of knowlcdg, the 
cercainty of experience 5 The firlt of them is of plain principles,. 
whichupon meer hearing are yielded co be moft crue, without 
any traverfe of choughts : The fecond is of conclufions , evident- 
Ly deduced from thofe principles, The third is of che marters of fenfe: 
~ about which the eye,or eare is not deceived. : 7 ~ 
The chree latcer certainties which are more obfcure are 7 | 
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of Faith, orBeleefe, andthe degrees thereof ; The firft where-' 
of is tbe certainty of the Cacholick or Divine faith, which depen- 
ding upon Gods auchority cannot deceive us. The fecend is the 
certainty of humane faiths fo depending upon Mans authority, . 
and in fach matters, as {hut out al fear of talfhoud, or difappoinc- 

‘ment in believing them: as that there was an Augufius Cefar, a 
Rome, a Jerufalem, The chird is the certainty of a well prounded 
conceit which he pleafeth to call conjefturall 5 raifed upon fuch 
undoubted fignes, and proofs, as tay make a Man fecure of what 
he holdeth ; and excludes all anxiety, yet cannot utterly free him 
from all fear. This laft he can be content co yield us ; and indeed in’ 
his ftating,che queftion ftands onely upon the deniall of the certaincy 
of a Divine faith in this great affatr : we are ready to take what he 
gives, {0 as then here may be a certainty in che heare of a regcne- 
rate Man, of his calling and election ; and {uch a one as fhall ren- 
dcr him holily fecure ; and free from anxiery 5 Let the diftinguith- 
er weary himfelf. wich the choughts of reconciling certitude 
with conje@tares ; fecurity with fear ; let us have the fecuricy, and 
Jet him take the feat to himfelf: Shortly then, whiles the Schools 
make much ado of what kind of certainty this muft be taken, . 
whether of faith, or of hope, or of confidence: furely, if ie 
be fuch an hope and confidence as makes not afhamed by difap- 
pointing oy are cquallyfafe ; Iris enoughifitbe fucha fidu- 

‘ ciall perfwafion as cannot deccive us, nor be liable to falfhood. 
But how far then reaches this affecuration ? : 

- So fay as to exclude all fears, all doubting , and hefication ? - 
Neither of thefe. _ | | ol 
 Norall kind of fear; for we are tidden to work out our falvation 

with fear and trembling, Philip, 2. and to {pend the time of our pil- 
grimage in fear, 1 Pet. 1. Notdoubting, which the counfell of Trent 
would fecm to caft upon our opinion ; we cannot be fo fentelefs, 

‘as notin the confcience of our infirmities, and manifold indifpo- 
fitions find our {elves purto many plunges: but yce fo,as that by che 
power of our faich(which is the vitory that overcomes the World) 
at laft we do happily recover, and find our felves freed by a com- 
fortable and joyfull elutation. If any Man cou'd be fo fond as 
to thirk we ftand fo fure that we fhall never fhake, or move, be 

 grofly mifconceives our condition 5 but if fo fure thar we -fhall. 
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A 
never be curned up by the roors, never removed, after we are faft 


planted, and grounded in the houfe of God, he takcs us aright ; 
This is a cercrainty chat we may, that we mutt, labour to afpire un- 
t0 3 Cemmovetur fides, non excutitur , as Chamier well; We mutt 
therefore give all diligence to make this eff Auall calling, this c- 
rernall ele@tion thus {ure unto us. 7 
Mark in whatorder 5 farft our calling, then our clcéion : nor 


_ beginning wich our election firftsic were as boldjas abfurd a prefump- 


‘tion in vain Men, firft ro begin at Heaven, and from chence to 
defcend to Earch. The Angels of God upon Jacots ladder both. 
afcended and defcended, buc furcly, we mutt afcend onely from 
Earth to Heaven by our calling, arguing our election ; If we con- 


fider of Gods working, and procecding with us, ic is one thing, 


there he firft forcknowes us, and predcftinates us, then he ealls 
ns, and juftifies us, chen he gloriftes us. Rom. 8.29. 30. 

If we confider the order of our apprehending che State wherein 
we ftand with God, there we are firlt called, rhen juftified, and 
thereby corne to be affured of our predeftination, and glory. 
Think not therefore toclimb ap imro Heaven, and there to rcad 


= names in the book of Gods eternall decree, and thereupon to ° 


ild the cereatnry of “your calling, belicving, perfevering ; this 
conrfe is preftumpruoufly prepofterous - bur by che truth of vour 
effcCtuall calling, and true believing grow up at laft towards a: 


comfortable. affurance of your eleétion 5; which isthe juft Methode © 


of our Apoftle here, Afake your calling and eleRion fure, 


Mark chen the juit connexion of theie two ; If: the calling, then 


the cletion 5 one of thefe doth neceffarily imply che other ; mahy: 
Thoufands are outwardly called, who yer have no right in Gods 
eternall ele€tion 5 here is as much difference as between many and: 


~ few ; Bue where the heart is effectually called home to God, by: 


a rruc and lively faith applying the promifes of God, and laying: 
effctuall hold of Chrift, there iscerrainly an election. Doubtiefs: 
there is much deceit and mif-prifion in che World this way ; every: 


Faith makes not an effeétuall callings there is a (eewior) a Tem- — 
porary, chere is aninform, there isa counterfeit Faith. Many 2 — 


one thinks he hath the erue David, when it is bur an Image ftuff’r - 


wich goates hair; we know how deceitfull Mans heart is, and 


how cunning Satan is to gull us with vain fhowes that he may hold: — 


US: 
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as off from truce and folid comforrs. Bur if there be falfe faith 
we know there are truc ones 5 yca there could not be falfe, if there 
were not atruc one ; fomuch more mutt be our diligence ro make 
fure work for our Faith, and by that, for our calling, which af-_ 
certained will evince our eleétion.As Men whcn they hear there are 
many conterfeit flips, and much wafhed and clipped coyne abroad, 
are the more carefull.to turn over,and examine evcry peece that paf- 
feth through their hands. So then thofe whom God hath chus joyn-- 
ed,neither Man nor Devil can pur afunder, Our calling,and Eieéton, 
+ Three heads:then offer themfelves here ro our prcfene difcourle. | 
1.~That our Calling and Ele&son may be made fare. 2. That we mult 
“endeavour to make them fure. 3ly. How and by what means, we 
may and mutt endevor to affure them. | 
As for the firft of rhefe, the very charge and command ie {elf 
implycs ic. The juftice of God doth not ufe to require impeffible 
things from us 3 when thercfore he bids us give duizcn¢ to doit; 
awhar doth it imply but that by ditizence it may be doxc : what will 
our diligence do ina bufinefs thar cannot be done, fhou:da man be 
bidden tu take care that he flve well, or waik fteddi!y on Lis head, ; 
this would juftly found as a mockcry 3 becaufe he knowes they are 
not fecible: bue when he is bidden to walk circumfpce@'y,and to rake 


a Pee Oo 


heed to his feet, it prefuppoferh cur abiiicy, and requircth our will 
toperforme it; andfodorhthis precept here: Men are apr to 
imploy their wits to their own difadvantage 5 The Romith Dcétors 


'Exy', Pontifictam nos ferio dam- 
namus O-@Faverfamur , & toto cu 
lo errant qui hanc cum ifto dogwmare 
confundunt 3Alia ef iSiec perpetua 
dubitatio five fludtuatio, qua Sta- 
tunnt Pontificii neminem in bac 
vita certitudine fidei certun effe 
poffe fc gratiam apud Deum adzp- 
tum ff. Quid bic ad prefoutem 


have been of lace times very bufy ‘to cry 


down the poffibilicy of this certainty, they, 
and none ce they 5 for al] Proceftants of 
what profeflion foever, difclaim chis 
Doétrine ; even thofe our brethren thar 
follow the fchool of Arminrie, are hercine 
( for the poffibilicy of our prefent certain- 
ty,) with, andfor us; a - Pontificia 


guetionem? Quis noltrim banc Pontificiorum festentiam unguam approbarit? Ino 
ut buic calumnie mature ol viam irentus.in propoGtione fententie noffra,civca qrint.m 


— articulumyexferte protefsi fumusstbeli 7. Vere frdelemyrt pro tempore pret itt’, de fitei 


L> confcientie \ue integritate certuin eff? poff,ita,& defua falute, & falutif-ra Dei 
erga ipfum benevolentia pro allo tempore certum effe piffe,ac deberesaddeutes infupers 


Pontificiam fententiam nos bic improcare. Remoujir. defenf.5 L.articuli. p.3 38. 


( they 


— 
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- (they are their own words ) #05 ferio damnamus © averfamur 3 this | 


popith doubrfulnefs and irrefolucion we hate and condemn, &c. 
So as only the P ontifician Divines are in this point oppofire co usall 
(and not all of chem neither Catherinus is for us, and fome orhers 
comecloferous, —- a | 
Buc the ftream of them runs the wrong way ; teaching thar we 
may hope well, and give good conjectures , and attain perhaps to 


_a moral certitude of owr prefent acceptation, and fucure bieflednefss 


bur chat no affurance can be had hereof, nor none ought to be af- 
feted without a fpecial revelation, as their St. Avsthony, St. Francis, 
St. Gala, and {ome few others have hadsthe contrary whereof their 
Eftius dare cenfure for perdita, ©’ perditrix-berefs. NWVhy will wile 
men affect to be thus much their own enemies ? Is not falvation the 
belt of good things ? Should not a man rather incline to with him- 
felf well > What pleafure then can it be fora man to ftand in his 
ownlight,and to be niggardly to himfelf where God hath bcen boun- 
tifull > co ftave himfelf off from chat comfortable certainty which 


~ God hath left in his poffibiliry to make good to his owne 


Soal > ie . | 
Ler us then a little inquire into the faifiblenefs of this great im- 
provement of our holy and Chriftian diligence ; And cettainly, if 


‘ there be any Ict in the poffibilicy of his affurance, it muft be cicher 


in our prefent faich, or in the perpetuation of it; for in the con- 
nexion of a lively faith wich falvation, ir cannot be ; That he who | 
effectually believes, and perfeveres to the end fhall be faved, no 
man,no Devil can deny : ail the doubt is whether the man can know. 
that he doth thus believe, chat he fhall continue fo robelicve. WQud 
why fhould chere be any doubt in cither of thefe> I am fure for the 
firft ; the chofen veflel could fay, / kom whom I have believed, 2 Tim. 
r. and {peaks this not as an cxcraordinary perfon, (an Apoftle ) 
bur asa Chriftian ; therein affirming both the act of ;his faich , and 


_ the objeé& of ic, and his knowledg of both; for whiles he faith, / 


knew whem I have believed, he doth in eficat fay, [know chat Ihave 
believed, andI know what I have belicyed ; God my Almighty 
Saviour is the obj & of my faich, my faich Jayeth fure hold on this 

object, and I know that my fairh laics undoubted hold on this happy 

abjc&t. I know whom [have believed 5 and why fhould not we la- | 

hour to fay fo too ? Some things the — did asa fingular favo- 
re | Go rite 
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rite of Heaven, of this kinde were his raptures and vifiens, thefé 


we may not alpire to imitate ; other things he did as anholy man, - 


as a faichful Chriftian, chefe muft we propofe for our examples ; 
and indeed, why fhould not a’ man know he believes > What is 
there in faith (even as we define it ) but knowledg, affent, applica- 


enn mie iel of Chriftand which of thefe is there thac we _ 


camnot know ? Surely there. is power in the foul to exercife thefe 
reflexe actions upon ic felf. As ic can know things ( contrary to the 
fanatick {cepticke ) fo it can know that it knowes; Thefe inward 
atts of knowleds, and underftanding are co the mind, no other, 
then the acts of our fenfitive powers are unto our fenfes, and a like 
cereain judement paffeth npon both ¢ as therefore can kriow that 
hear, orthac I fee, or touch § fo can I no lefle furely know 
thac Ido knew, or underftand. ot 

_ Arid che obje& doth no whit alter.che certainty of che a& ; whiles 
a divine truth goes upon no leffe evidence and afflurance, why may 
not aman as well know chache knowes a divine truth , as an hu- 


mane? : ; 

The like is to be faid of chofe other {pecialties which are required 
to ourfaich 5 Our faith affents to the truch of Gods promifes swhat 
fhould hinder the heart from knowing that it doth affent »Do not I 
know whether I believe a man on his word > Why fhould I nor 
know the fame of God 2 when an honeft man hath by his promifes 
ingaged him{elf to me to do me a good turne, do not I know whe- 
chert eruft to him whether I make ufe of rhat favour in a confident 
upon the performance of ic 2 rhe cafe is the fame betwixe 


reli 


of the promifed mercies of our Godby how much we do mcre know 
his unfailingnefs, his unchangeablenefs. 

Yea fo fecible is this knowledg, as chat our Apoftle chargeth his 
Corinthrans home in this point, 2 Cor. 13.5. Prove your felves, whe- 
ther ye be 1x the fasth ; Trye your felves, know ye not your own felves that 
Chri ft Fefus ts in you except ye be Reprobates ; what can be more full 2 
To be in the faith is more then to believe 5 it intimares an habit of 
faith, that is more then an act ; Now what proof, what tryal can 
there be of our faich if we cannot know chat we have faith > Surely 
a tryal doth ever prefuppofe a knowledg, If aman did nor know 
which were good gold,to what purpofe doth he gotm rhe Teft > 

: | ; ; Now 


> 


2 


and us; Only we may be fo much the more infallibly affured 


== 


2 i epee =) Soe yt 


The Chriftians Affi urance of Heaven. 2 72°. 


$a LT CECT to Alamance peso 
Now how dwells Chrift in us bur by Faith? So may they, fo 
mutt they know Chrift robe in chem, hat if they have him nor, 
they are reprebares: And if they know not they have him, they 
can have no comfortable aflurance againft their reprobation. See 
| then how empharicall- and full chis.charge is 3 He faith nor, Guefs 
at your {elves ; bur prove and ery yourfelves : He faich not,do yc — 
noc morally conjetture » but, do ye not know: He faith nor, wheth- 
wri hope well, bur, whecher ye bein the Faith; And char, noe - 
of the Faith of Miracles, as Chryfoftome, and Theophilag ; nor of a 
_ Faith of Chriftian profeffion, as Aafelmes but fuch a Faith as 
| whereby Chrift dwells in our hearts ; He faith not, Lafily, unlefs ~ 
| ye be faulty, and of blame, bur, unlefs-ye be reBrobates : 
_ The place is fo choakingly convictive, thac there canbé no proba- 
| bleelufion of ir, 
The fhift of Cardinal Bellermsge (wherein yet he would feem 
confident ) is worthy of pity; that the place hath no. other drift 
but to imply the powerfull prefence of Chrift amongf the Corsn- 
thians ; ftrongly confirming the truch of his Apoftlefhip ; whereby, 
if there were any faith at all inthem, excepe they were given up 
ro areprobate fenfe, ¢hey muft needs be convinced ef che authority 
| of his Miniftery ; for et was this to their beirc in che faith, 
whereof they muft examine themfelves ? or, who can think thac 
tobe in che faith is mo more then.to have any faith at all? Neicher 
doth the Apoftle fay, thar Chrift is among you, but in gous nei- 
; ther could rhe not knowing of Chrifts prefence amongft them by 
, powerfull Miracles, be a matrer of reprobation; fo.as chis fenfe is 
unreafonably ftrained to no purpofe 3 and {uch as no judicious {pi- 
riccan reftin, and this act of our knowledg is taken for granted by 
him that worksit in us. Ye _ 
And indeed what queftion can chere be of this act when God 
tindertakes icinus? The Spirit of God witneffeth with ovr Spirits, 
1° that we are the. Sons of Ged, Rom. 8. 16. Can any Man doubt of 
the truch of Gods Teftimony ? Certainly, he that is the God of | 
gruth cannot bucfpeak truth; now he wieneflech together with 
us. Yea but-you fay, though he be true yet we are deccitfull, 
and his Spirit doth but witne{s according to the meafure of our re-_ 
ceit, and capacity, which is very poor and fcant, yea and -perhaps 
— alfo uncercain, Take heed, wholoever thou arr, leaft chou dif- 
3 _ & G 2 | parage 
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parage Gcd, whiles chou wouldft abafe thy felf'; te witnefferh 
together withus 3 The Spirte of ruth will noc witne{s with a lying 


Spirit’; were not therefore that witnefs of ours fure,he would check 
us, and not witnefs wich us : Now what witnefscan he give with 


us, and tous if we donor hear him, if we do not know what he 
faies ; if we cannot be affured of wha he teftifies?: Let no Bellar- 
mine {peak new of an experiment of inward {weernefs and: peace, 
which onely caufeth 2 conjeGturall, and noc arrunfailing certainty : 
The Man-hath forgot chac-this Teftimony is of the Spirit of adopti- 
on, whereby we donot feem Sons, bur arc made fo, and are fo 
affured : and that ic is not a guefs, buc a witnefs ; and Laftly thac 
there can be ne true inward peace out of mere conjeCtures. Yea, 
here is not onely the word of God ‘for ics but his feale too; and 
nor his feale only, bur his earneft ; whac can makea future match 
more fure then hatid and feale ? and here we have them both. 2 
Cor, 1. 22. Whohath{ealedus; Lo the or be- 
fore (verf. 20.)and chen yet: more confirmed (°4« ) uerf. 21. and 
now patt under feale Pre, verf. 22. oe | 

- Yea bur the prefent poffeffion is yet more, and that is given us 

‘in part by our: received carneft ‘er aite« | Earneft isa binder 5 

wherefore isicgiven buc bya little to affure all? 

In our tranfaGions wich Mer, when we have an honeft Mans 
word fora bargain, we think it fafe ; but when his hand and feale, 
infallible ; bur when-we have part in hand already, the contract 
is paft, and now we hold our felves {tated in the commodity what _ 

. ever it be, And have we the ptomife, hand, feale, earncft of 
Gods Spirit, and nor fee ir, net feel ic, not know it? | 

Shortly; whom will.we believe.if- nor God, and cur felves2 
No Man knowes what isin Man, bur che Spirit ef God, and the 
Spitic of Man that is in him, as St. Pasl to his Cortnthrans. Yo — 
have heard Gods Spirie shear our own ; our of our own mouth. | 

- Doth not every Chriftian fay, I belicve in God, &c. I believe in 
Jefus Chrift ; I believe in she holy Ghoft ; I-believe the Commu- 
-nionof Saints, the forgivenefs of fins, and life Everlafting » And 
doth he fay he believes when he believes not, or when he knows 
not whether he believe, or no, what a mockery were this of our 
Cl riftian profeffion > Or, asthe Jcfuitical cvafion commonly is, | 
is this only meantof an affentto thefe gencral truthes, chatthere | 
: is 
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is a God, a Saviour, a {anctifyer, Saints, rcmiffion, falvation , not 
a {pecial application of chefe {everal articles to the {cul of him whofe . 
| — “gengue proteffech it 2 Surely then, the devil might fay the creed 
| no lefs confidently, then the greareit Saine upcn Earth: There is 
no Devil in hel buc believes ( not without regret) that there is a God 
thac made the World, a Saviouc that redeemed it, a bleffed Spirit 
that rencwes it, a remiffion of fins, an crernal Salvation to chofe that 
are thus redeemed , and regenerate ; and if in the profcffion of 
our faich we go no further then Devils, how is this Syméolum Chri-. 
Strasorum 2? ‘To what purpofe do we fay our creed ? | 
Bucif we know chat we believe for the prefenr, how know we 
what we fhall do? what may not alter in time 2? we know our own 
frailty and ficklencfle ; what hold is there of us weak wretches, 
what aflurance for the future 2 Surely, on cur part, none at all 
If we be left never fo little to our felves, we are gone ; on Gods 
parc enouzh ; chere is a double hand mutually imployed in our hold- 
faft ; Gods and ours ; we lay hand on God ; God laies hand on us ; 
if our feeble hand fail him, yet his gracious and omnipotent hand 
will not faifus : even when we arc loft in our {elves, yet ‘in him we 
are {afe ; he hath — faid, and will make it good 3.1 will nor 
leave thee nor forfake thce : The feed ef God, {faith the beloved dit- 
ciple Job. 3. rema:nes inhim that 1s born of God 3 fo as he cannot 
( weir despre ) trade in {in , aS an unregenerate, not lofe himfelf 
in finning ; fo as contrary to Card, Bellarmines de{perate Lopick, e- 
ven an act of infidelity cannot marr his habit of faith; and though 
he be in himfelf, and in his fin guilty of death, yet through the m«rcy 
of his God, he is preferved from being {wallowed up of deaths 
re siles he hath the feed of God, be is the Son of God 3 and the feed of God 
remainesinbim always. = oo , 
That of the great Doctor of the Gentiles is fweet and cordiall, 
and in ftead-ef all to this purpote 5. #40 fall feparate us from the love 
@f Chrift > [ball tribulation evn ® Sc, I am fully perfvaded that 
msetther Death, nor Life, ner Angels, nor Prinerpalities, vor Powers, -nor 
. Bhings prefent , nor things to came, nor height, nor depth, nor any. other 
‘Creature {ball be able to feparate us from the love. of God, whichis in 
CE brift Tefis our Lord. Rom, 8. 39-O divine oratory of the great A- 
wWoftle ! Oh the heavenly and irrefragable Losick of Gods Pen- 
mnan! ic isthe very queftion that we have now in hand scart he 
at | cre 
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there difcuflcs ; and falls upon this happy conclufion, That nothing 
can (epatate Gods elest from his everlaiting love; he proves it by 
induction of the moft powerfull agents, and triumphes in the impo- 
tence, and imprevalency of them all; and whiles he names the 
principalities and powers of darknefs, what doth he bue imply 
thofe fins alfo by which they work ? 

And this he faies not for himfelf only, (leaft any with Pererius, 


~ and fome other Jefuites, fhould harp upona particular Revelation) > 


but who fhall feparate us ? he rakesusin with him ; and if he feem 
tu pitch upon his own perfon in his ( »**aw ) yer che fubje& of this 
perfwafion reacheth to all true believers, That pothing can feparate 
1s from the love of God, which is in Christ Tefus our Lord: Us, not as 
ic is over-firerched by Bellarmine and Wafquez, indcfinicely, for 
thofe that predeftinate in general], tut with an implyed applicati- 
on of it to himfelf, and the believing Chriftians to whom he wrote; 
The place is fo clear and full, chat all the miferable and ftraincd 
Evafions of che Jefuicicall gainfayers. cannot elude ic; but chat ie 
will carry any free and unpre judiced heart along with it 3 and evince 
this comfortable truth, Thar, as for the prefent, fo fer the furure we 
may actain to be fafe for our {piriruall condition. | 

What fpeak I of a fafety that may be, when the true believer 
is faved already 2? already paft from death to Life 5 already there- 
fore over the threfhold of Heaven. Shortly then our faich may 
make our calling fure ; our calling may make fure our election ; 
and we may therefore confidently build upon this truth that our cal- 
ling and elefiton maybe made fare. : | 

Now many things may be donc, that yee nced not, yea that 
ought nor to be done ; This both oughe and muft be indeavored, for 
the neceffity, and benefit of ict. This charge here as it implies the 
poffibiliry, fo ic fignifies the convenience, ufe, profir, neccflity of 
this affécuration, for fure if ie were not beneficiall to us, 1¢ Would 
never be thus forceably urgcd upon us; And certainly there. needs 
mogreat proof of this, For nature and our {elf-love grounded thcre- 


upon cafily.invitcs us to the indcavour of feoffing our felvesin any. 


thing char is goods; this being then the higheft good that rhe 
Soul of Man can be poffibly capable of, tobe afcertained of Salva- 
tion, it will foon follow, that fince tt may be done, we fhall refolve 
“at ought, icmuft be indeavorcd ¢0 be done, | . i 
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Indifferent things, and fuch as without which we may well fubGit 
are left arbitrary to us ; but thofe things wherein our {piricuall well- 
being confiftech muft be mainly laboured for; neither can any con- 
rention be roo much to attain them; fuchis this we have in hand g 
without which there can be no fism peace, no, conftantr, and: folid 
comfort to rhe Soul of Man; Three things then call us to the indea» 
vor of this affarance ; our duty, cur advantage, eur danger. - 

We mutt do ic our of duty; becaufe our God bids us; Gods 
commands like the Prerogatives of Princes muft not be too ftrictly 
— fcanned ; fhould he require oughe char mizht be lofle-full, or pre- 
judiciall to us, our blindfold obedience muft undertake it with 
cherefulneffe ; how much more then, when he calls for that fronz 
us, thea which nothing can be imagined of more, or equall behvof 
tothe Soul. Iris enough therefore that God by his Apoftle com- 
mands us to Give dslicence to make eur cabling and eleSion fures . 
Our Heavenly Father bids us, what fons are we if we obcy him 
nor? Our bleffed Mafter bids us, what Servants are we if we {ce 
not our felves to obferve his charge ? our glorious and immortall 
King bidsus, what fubjets are we if we {tick ac his injunction > 
out of mere dary therefore we muft indeavour to make our calling,and 
eleiion fue. 7 | ~~ : 

Even where we owe no duty, oftentimes advantage drawes us 
on; yeamany times acrofs rhofe duties which we owe to God 
and Man; how much more where our duty is feconded with fuch 
_ an advantage, as is nor parallelable in all che World befide. 

Whar Icffe, what other followes upon this affurance truly ar- 
tained bur peace of confcience, and joy in rhe holy Ghoft?.. in one 
word, the begining of Heaven in the foul. | 

Whar:a contentment doth the heart of Man find in the fecuring 


hi _ af 


of any whatfoever good 2? what a coyle do mony-Maftcrs keep for : 


_fecurity of the famaies they put forth 5 and when that is taken to 
their mind are ready to fay with the rich Man in the Gofpel, Soul 
take thyeafe. Great venturers at. Sea how willingly do they part . 
with no {mall pare of their hoped gain to be affurcd of the reft 2 
How well was Ezekiahappaid, when he was aflured bur of fifreene 
years added to his life > How doth Babylon applaud her own happi- 
nefs to her fclf, when fhe can fay, J fit asa Queen, J hall not be 
-- amiddemsl {hall know mo forrow: ft mauft needs follow therefore that ie 
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the beft. chings affured there mut be the greatchtof all poffible con 


<ecnormenes. 


And{urely, if che hearthave once attaincd to this, thar upon 


food grounds it can refolve, God is my Father, Chrift Jefus is my 
‘Ider Brother, the Angels. arc my Guardians ; Heaven is my un- 


doubred patrimony, how muft ic necds be liftup, and filled witha 
joy unfpcakable and glorious ? What bold deftances can it bid to all 
the treupes of warldly evils, toall the powers of Hell ? with whae 
unconceiveable {weernefs muft ic nceds injoy God, and it felf? how 


comfortably and refolucely mutt ic aceds welcome death, with chat - 


triumphant champion of Chrift, J have fought agood fight, I baue f- 
nifbed my courfe, Ihave kept the faith, and now frem henceforth there ss 


laid up for me a crown of righteoufnefs, Sc. 2. Tim. 4.7, 8. Our of the’ 


‘jut advanrag 

to make our calling and ele&ton fure. ee, : 

_ Neither is the advantage more in the performance hercof then 

_ thereis danger in the negic&t. In all uncertaincies there is 2 kinde 
_of affliGtive fear , and troublcfome mif-doubr : Leta man walk in 


ge therefore of this aflurance we mutt endeavour 


the dark, becaufe he cannot be confident where fafely to fer his fteps, - 


he is troubled witha continual fufpicion of a fuddain mif-cariaze ¢ 
and therefore gocs in pain ; what can there be but difcomfore in t 
foul which knowes not in what termes it ftands with God ? Yer, 


whiles rhere is life, there may be hope of better ; Bur if chat foul . 


ke furprifed wich an unexpected deach, and hurried away with 
fome {yddain jadgment, in chis ftatc of irrefolutien, in how deplo- 
red a condition is tt beyond all expreffion > I cannot bur therefore Ja- 
ment the woful plight of chofe poor fouls that live & die under the 


~ Roman difcipline,who when they have moft need of comfort in the . 


very act of their diffolution arc lef pitifully difconfolate, and given 
up by their ceachers co ‘cicherhorror, or fufpence. Even the moft 
Saint-like of chem 3 (except his foul fly up in Martyrdom like Gede- 
‘ons Angel in the Smoke of his incenfe ) may not make account of a 
{peedy afcent'to heaven 3 infomuch as Cardinal BeHlarmine himf(elf, 
of whom our Coffiz dares write chat his tife was not ftayned with 
mortal fin, (pag.27.) He that could call heaven Cafamia; and 
whofe canonization the Cardinals chonghe fit to be talked of in his 
ficknefsswhen Cardinal Aldebrandino deficed him, that when he came 
to heaven he would pray for him, anfwered, Togo to heaven fo 
— ; : n 
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foon isa matter too great for me 3 mendonot ufeto come thither 


_in.fuch haft, and for me, I fthall chink ie no {mall favour 


tobe fure of purgatory, and there to remain a good while( paz.42.) 
(which yet ( himfelf can fay ) differs nor much, for the time, in re- 
fpe&t of rhe extremity of it, from hell it {elf ) and to be a good while 
there > O terror paft all reach of our thoughts 5 Aad if tie.righteous 


be thus faved, where {hall the fioners appear ? | | 
For ought they can, or may know ; hell may , but purgarory 


~ muttbe their portion, heaven may notbe thought of without too 
- high prefumption. | 


Certainly if tnany defpair under thofe uncomfortable hands I 
wonder that no more 3 fince they are bidden to doubr, and beaten 
ae any poffibiliry of the confidence of -rcft and happi- - 
neile, Sed a } , ae 

Bue whiles f urge this danger of utter difcomfort in our irrefoluti- 
on; I hear our adverfaries talke of a double danger of the contrary 


certitude ; A danger of pride, anda danger of floth. The fup- 


pofed certainty of our graces breeds pride faith their Cardinal ; The 
affirance of our election , floch , faich their Alphonfas 4 Cafiro, out 


And indeed if this cordial doftrine be not well given, well raken, 
well digefted, icmay, through our pravity, and heedlefuefs curne 
to both thefe noxious humorssas the higheft feeding fooncft caufech a 
dangerous Plethory in the body.How have we heard fome bold un- - 
grounded Chriftians brag of their affurance of glory, as if they had 
carried the keyes of heaven ac their Girdle?How have we fecn even 
fenfual men flatrer chemfelves with a confident opinion of their un- 
doubted fafery;& unfailable right to happinefs? How have we known 
prefumpruous Spirits that have thought themfelves carricd with 
a plerophory of faith when their failes have been {welled only wich 
the winde of their own {elf-love ? how many ignorant foules from 
the mif-prifion of Gods infallible eleGtion have argued the needIcfs- 
neffe of their indeavours, and the fafety of their eafe and neg-leG > 
As ye love your felves, fail warily, berwixt thcfe rocksand fands on 


. either fide, 


But it rhefe mifchicfs follow upon the abufe of a found and 
wholfome do&trine, God forbid they fhould be imputed to the 
truch it felf ; as if that God who — us to do our indevour Bs 

| — : Hh ~ "+ make 
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make fure work of our calling and election did not well forefce the 
perills of thefe mif-takings ; and if notwichftanding the previfion 
of thefe errors his infinite wifdom hath thought fit to injoyne this 
task, how fafe how neccflary is it for us toperform it 2 Did thefe 
~ evils ow from the nature of the dcétrine, wehad reafon to dif- 
claimit ; but now thar they flow from the corruption of our na- 
ture, ferching evill out of good, we have rcafon to embrace the 
doctrine, and tocheck ourfeives, > | 


What afclander is this? Doth the known certainty of our graces 


breed pride ?Surely,did we challenge thefe graces for our own,there 
might be fome fear of this vicesbut whiles we yield chem to bc Gods, 
how can we be puff'cup 3 what a madnes is it in a Man to be proud. 
' of anothers glory ? Ir isagreat word of the Apoftle J can do’ all 

things, but when he adds, through him. that a me, now, the 
pratfe is all Gods; and not his ; now, he boafts all of God, nothing 


of himfelf; No, prefumption is proud, but faithis humble. There © 
can be no true faith without repentance 3 no repentance without _ 


felf-deje@tion. Yea, the very propcr bafis of all grace’ whatfoever 
is humiliry ; much more of faith; fince a Man cannot fo mach as 
apprehend that he hath need of a Saviour, till he be vile in his own. 
eycs , and loft in his own conceit. Yea fo farr is the known cer- 
taincy of grace from working pride, as that it is certain there can be 
no grace, where there 1s pride of grace ; foas whiles Gregory can 
fay Si fcimus nos habere gratiam, fupertimus ,1f we know we have 
race, we are proud ; I fhall by a contrary inverfion not fear to 
i Si fuperbimus, fcimus nos non batere gratiam, If we be proud,. 
we know we have no grace. 
— Sloth and fecuriry is the more probable vice 5 why may not the 


| fpirituall fluggard fay ; IfLbe fure of my calling and elc€tion, and *s_ 


Gods decree is unchangeable, what need I care for more 2, fit dowry. 
foul, and take thine eafe ut quid perditiohec ?To what purpofe doft 
thou macerate thy (elf with the penall works of an auftere morti- 
fication 2. what.ncedeft thou toile thy felf in the bufie labours of 
a conftant devotion 2? what need thefe affiduous pravers, thefe 
frequent fermonings, thefe importune communicatings ? thou 
canft be but fure of thine election ;. thou art fo-already ; fic down 
now my foul, and take not thy eafe only bur thy pleafure sler thy 
felf freely loofe to chofe contentments, whercin others (ek 
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find felicity 3 Be happy here, fince thou canft not but be fo here- 
after. | 
AMan might perhaps {peak thus, but can a believer fay fo 2. 
Whole faith quclls the very thought of this pernicious fecurity 3 
and excites hima more to a careful] indeaveur -of all good actions, 
then reward can the ambitious, or fear the cowardly ? Lo this 
Man wiilbe fure todo fo much more good, by how much he is 
more fure of his election 3 and will be more atraid of fin, then anar 
ther ig of hell ; He well knows the infeparable connexion betwixt 
the end, and che means, and cannot dream of obraining the one, 
Without the other 3 he knows chat mortification of his corruptions, 
‘| and theliic and excreticot grace are the happy effcéts of his gracious 
| and ercrnall cle¢tion. It he look to his calling, he meecs with that. 
of the Apoltle, we are called, not to uncleanene{s, but to bolixefs, % 
Thef. 4. 7° Tf to ins eletison 5 we are chofen that we might be boly, and 
wit-ont biame Gefore bim we love, Ephef. 1. 3. Both calling and co — 
leétion cail him co nothing bur holinefs 5 aad he will more bufie 
himfelt in che ductes of piety, charicys jultice eur of love, then a 
fervile nacure would our of conftraint$ and will do more good, 
becaufe he iscieétcd, then a mercenary dilpofition would do, thar 
he might be eiectcd 3"and willbe more carefull to avoid fin, be- — 
caufe he makes account of Heaven, then a flavifh mind can, or 
will be chat he may avoid hell ; Ezekiab hath fifteen years promi- . 
fed to be added to his life ; he is fure God cannot de€cive him 3 
what then? dothhe fay ;thoughI take no fuftenance I fhall live 
lerme take payfon: lee me run into fire or water, or upon the 
{word of an encmy, fifteen years is my ftint, which can no more be 
abridged, then prolonged ; I will never trouble my felf wich Ear- 
ing, or Drinking, I will ruth fearlcfly upon all dangers ? none 
of thefe, he that knows he {hall live,- knows he mutft live by meanss 
and therefore feeds modcrately, demeans himfelf ne leffle carchully — 
thar he mavlive, then any other whofe life isuncertain. It ts for 
ignorant Turks to make fo ill ufe of their predeftination, that be~ 
canfe their deftiny is written in their foreheads 3 they need not. 
regard danger, but may fecurely fleep upon the pillow of him that 
died the day before of the plague : wifemen know that divine pro- 
vidence is no exemption of our beftcare. 7 7 | 
Vt cannot Stand witha true favourite of Heaven to make fo ill | 
, Hh 2 | tie’ 
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le of Gods mercies, as to be evill, becaufe he is good 3.0 be fe- 


cure, becaufe he is bountifull and unclfangeabie ; what remaines 


‘ chen? but that our of our dury to che command, out of our fenfe of. 


the advantage, our of our care to fhun the danger of the neglect, 
we fhould ftir up our felves,by all means poffible,to make our calling 
and clection fure. Away with our poor and petty cares whcrewith 


our hearts are commonly taken up : One cares ro make his houfe, 


or his coffers fure with bolts and bars ; another carcs ‘to make his 
mony {ure by good bonds and Countcr-bonds 5 another ‘his eftate 
{ure to his poftericy by conveyafices and Fines ; Another his ad- 


venture fure by a wary pre-contra&t ; Alas what forry worthlefs 


thingsare thefe in comparifon of cternity ? And what a flippcry 
fecurity is thae which our urmoft indeavours can procure us in 
thefe tranfirory and unfatisfying miateers >> Oh our miferable for- 
tifhnefs if whiles we are ftudioufly carefull for thefe bafe perifhing 
affaires, we continue willing unthrifts inthe main and everlafting — 
provifion for our fouls ! | a 
Religion gives no countenance to ill-husbandry, be carefull ro 
make your houfes fure ; but be more carefull to make fure of your 
cternall manfions ; be carefull for your earthly wealth, bur be | 
more carefull of rhe treafures Iaid up in Heaven. Be carefull of 
_ eftace here, but be more carefull of rhat glorious patrimony ° 
.above. oi | 
- Briefly, be careful to live well here, be more careful to live hap- 
pily for ever. 7 | - 
Yc have feen that we may, and that we muftindeavour to make © 
Sere our calling and elefion: Our next work is to fhew how and by 
what means they may , and muft be indeavoured to be affured” 
In fome few Greek copies, which Rod. Steven had feen, or in 
two copies, as Bezafound it, or in Aliquo codice, as Marianasthcre | 


_ isan addition of words to the text =o xanarisiéys By good works : 


The vulgar reads ic thus, and the Council of Trent cites it thus, and 
fome of ours; fo the text nins thus: Give dsligence that By good works 
ye may make your calling and eletion fure: Linquire not how dulv; bute 
certainly there is no caufe that we fhould fear, or diflike this read- 
ing : good works are a notable confirmation to the foul of the 
truth of our calling and elections Though Cardina] Bellarmine makes 
Ul ufe of the place ; ftrivisg hercupon to inferre that our. certimde — 

: | , 1S 


are here {pecified, I fhall contene my felf with thofe three Theolo- 
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is therefore but conjeCtural , beeaufe it isof works ; For the folu- 
tion whereof, juftly may we wondcr co hear of a conje&tural certi- 
tude. Certainly we may as well hear of a falfe-truth ; what a 
plain implication is here of a palpable contradiction ? Thofe things 
which we conjecture ar, are only probable, and chere can be no cer- 
cainty in taextese Away with thefe blinde peradventures ; had 
our Apoftle faid ( and he kaew how to {peak ) gueffe ar your ca!- 
ling and election by good works, his game here had been fair 5 buc’ 
now when he faies : By good works indesuour to make your callin? and 
ele2tion fure, how clearly doth he difclaim a dubious hit 1-mifle-I 5 
and implies a fecible certainty. And indeed what hinders the con- 


— nection of this affurance > Our works make good the truth of our 


faith, our faich makes good our effectual calling, our calling makes 
ood our election, therefore even by good works we make cur e- 
eétion {ure. Neirher can it hurt os,that the Cardizal faith we hold 
this cercainty to be before our good works, noc after them; and 
therefore that is not canfed by our 7 works, We ftand not | 
nicely co diftinguith how things ftand in the order of nature 3 furcly 
this cerrainty is both before , and after our works’, before in the 
act of our faichsafter in our works, confirming our faich; neither do’ - 
we fay this certainty iscaufed by our good works, but confirmed 
by them 5 neither doth this (84) imply alwaies a thing’ 
before uncertain ( as learned Chamier well ) but the completing and 
making up ofa thing,fure before. To which alfo muft be added 
chat thefe ( im) good works muft be. taken in che largcft 


- latitude; fo as to fetchin not only the outward good offices that 


fall from us in che way whether of our charity, juftice or devotion, 
but the very inmoft inclinations, and actions of the foul, tending 
towards God;our believing in him, our loving of him,our dreading of 
his infinire Majeftysour mortification of our corrupr affeCtions, our 
joy in the holy Ghoft, & wharfoever elfe may argue or make us holy: 
Thefe are the means by which we may,and muft endeavor to make 
our calling & election fure. Bur to let this claufe paffe as litigious;the 
undoubted words of the tcxrgoe nolels, Jf ye do thefe things ye fbad 
never fall; (7) thefe chings, are the vertucs preccdent!y men- 
tioned; and not falling, is equivalent to alcertaining our calling and’ 
eleGtion. Not to inftance then, and urge thofe many graces which 
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gical veriues ( fingled out from the reft) faith, hope , charity , for 
the makcing {ure cur calling and election. . 

For taith, howclear is charof our Savicur, He that believes in 
bimthat fent me, bath everlafling life, and [ball tot come into condem- 
nation, but kath pafled from death to Izfe 5 Feb. 5.24. This 3s the race 
by which Chrift daels 1 our hearts, Eplef. 3.17. and whereby we have - 
communion with Chritt, and an pr ee te{timony of and from. him 5 


- For be that Lelieveth inthe Son of God hath the witne{s inbimfelf, 1 Jobs 


5s. 10, And what witnefs is that > This #5 the record that God hath grv- 
en ws esernallitfe, and this life s in bis Son, verfe 11. He that hath the 
Son hath life, verfe.12. See what a connection here is, Eterna] life 
firft :this life eternal is in and by Chrift Jcius 5 this Jefus is ours by 
fair; This Faich witncfleth to our fouls cur afiurance of Life 
Ecernall.. | 
Our hope is next , which is an ( *»vera ) g chrufting out of 
the head to look for the performing of that which our faith appre- 
hends 5 and this is fo fure a grace as that itis called by the name of 
that glory whichic expcdteth, Colof. 1. 5. For the hope fake which ts 
laid up for you in heaven, thacis, forthe glory we hope for: Now 
both faith and hope are of a cleanfing nature; both agree in this, Pw- 
rifying thetr hearts by farth,AG.15.9.Every ene that Lath this bope purtfy- 
eth kimjelf ever as ke ts pure, 1 Fob. 3. 3.The Devilis anunclean Spine, 
he foules wherefoever he comes, and al! fin is naftv, and beaftly : 
Faich and hope (like as near hufwives when they come into a foul 
and fluccith houfe ) cleanfe all che roomes of the foul; and make 
ita fic habiration for the Spirit of God. Are our hearts lifted up 
thenin a comfortable expectation of the performance of Gods 
merciful promifes ? and are they rogerhcr with our lives {wept and 
cleanfed from the wonted corruptions of our nature, and polluti- 
tions of our fin’? this is an undoubted evidence of our -calling and e- 
lection. 7 oe 
Charity ts the laft which comprehends our love both to God and 
man, for fromthe reflection of Gods love rous, there ariferh a 
love from us to Godagain: The beloved Difciple canfay, #¢ love 


‘him becaufe he lowed as firft, 1 Jolm 4.19. And from both rhefe, re- 


fultcth our love to our brethren, which is fo. fall an evidence that 
out Apoftle tellsus, we know we are paffed from death te life, Lecaufe 
we love the brethren, 1 Job. 3.14, For the love of the Father is in{e- 

7: a parable 
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parable from the love of che Son; he that loves him that bezets, 


loves him that is begorren of him. 

Shortly then, think not of a ladder to cl’mbe up into heaven to 
fearch the books of God. 

Firlt look into your own lives ; thofe are moft open, we need 
no locks or keyes cothem : the Pialmiftin his fitthteenth , will ccll 


you who is for ‘thar bliffeful Sion 5 are your lives innocent, are your . 


works good and holy, do ye abound in the fruites of picty, juttice, 
Chriitian compaflion 2 Let thete be your firft eryall , ic isa flacand 
plain word of the divine Apoltle, wlufiever doth not rignteoxfneft, is 


not of Gol, 1 Toba 3.10. Look fecondly into your own bofomces, ’ 


open to none but your own eyes, If ye find there a true and lively 


~ faithin the Son of God by whofe blood ye are cleanfed from al! your 


fins ; by vertue whereof ye can cry, Asta Fathers a fure hope in 
Chrift purifying your fouls from your corruptions, a true and un- 
fained love to your God and Saviour who hath done fo much for 
your fontes, foas you dare fay, with that fervent Apoftle, Lord 
thow knowe(t that I love thee, andin kim, and for his fake, a fincere 
love to hischildren, asfuch: Notas men, not as witry, wife , no- 
ble, rich, bountiful, ufeful, but as Chriftians fhowing it felf in all 
real expreffions : Thefe, thefe are excellent and irrefragable proofs, 
and evictions of your calling and lection. Seck for thefe in your 
hearts and hands, and feek for them rill ye finde them, and when 
ye have fuund them make muchof them as rhe inva'uable favours 


of God, and labour for a continual increafe of them, and a growch 


in this heavenly affurance by them.. | 

What need I urge any motives to ftir up your Chriftian care and 
diligence ? Do but look firft behinde ycu,fee but how much pretious 
time we have already loft?how have we loitered hitherto in our grec ¢ 
work ? Bernards queftion is fit ftill to be asked bv us of our fouls, 
Bernarde; ad quid venifti 2 Wherefore are we here upon earth 2 To 


pamper our Gur? To rend our hide 2 To wallow in all voluptuous — 


courfes 2 To fcrape up the pelfof the World, As if the only end of 


“our being were carnal pleafure, wordly profit? Oh bafe and un- 


worthy thoughts ! What do we with reafon if we be thus proftitut- 
ed? It is for beafts, which have no foul, tobe all for fcnfe. - For 
us, that have ratiocination, and pretend grace, we know we are 
here but in a thorowfare to another world, and all che main task 
: we 
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we have to do here in this life, is to provide for a better ; Oh chen, 
Jet us recollect our {elves at the latt, andredcem the time ; and o-. 
ver-looking this vain and worthlefs World bend all our beft indea- 
yours to make fure work for eternity. as | . 
Look fecondly betore you ; and fce the fhortneis, and uncer- 
tainty of this, which we call a life ; whae day is there rhar may 
not be our laft > what hour is there chat we can make account of 
ascertain > And think how many Worlds.che dying Man would | 
give (in the late confcience of a carelefs life ) for but one day 
more to do his negleéted work? and fhall we wilfully be prodigall of 
this happy leafure and liberty, and knowingly hazard fo wofull, 
and irremediable a furprifall. | 
~ Look thirdlybelow you ; and fee the horror of that dreadful! 
place of torment, which is che unavoydable portion of carelefs and 
unreclaimable finners; confider the extremity, the cternity of 


chofe tortures, which in vain the fecure heart fleightly hoped to. 


avoid, | 

Look Jaftly, above you, and {ce whether that Heaven (whofe 
onr-fide we behold ) be not worthy of our urmoft ambition, of our 

~ moft zealous, and cffeCtuall endeavours 5 

~. Do we not think, there is pleafure, and happinefs enough in 
thar region of glory and bleffednefs, to make abundant atnends for 
all our (elf-combats, for all our tasks of dutyfull fervice, forall our 
painfull exercifes of mortification 2 Ohthen, let us earneftly, and 
unwcariably afpire chither, and think all che time loft, thar we 
imploy not in the endeavour of making fure of that blefled and c- _ 
ecrnall inheritance 3 To the full poffeffion whereof, he that hath 
purchafed it for us by his moft precious blood in his good time hap- 
pily bring us. Amen | | 
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0 no Chriftian chardoubts ic. Bucin what manner he is 
” both prefent and received is a point that hath exercifed 
_ many wits, and’ coft many thoufand lives 5 and fuch as fome 
Orthodox Divines are wont to exprefs with a kind of fcruple, as not 
daring to {peak out ; For me, 4 I have learn’d co lay my hand on. 
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my mouth where God and his Church have been filene,and co adore 
thofe myfterics which I cannot comprehend, {fo I think ic is poffible 
we may wrong Our felves in an over-cauttous fearof delivering fuf- 
ficiently-revealed truths ; fuch I take this tobe which we have in 
hand ; wherein as God hath not been {paring to declare himfelf in 
his word, So che Church of England our dear Mother hath frecly. 
opened her felf in fuch fort as if fhe meant ro meet with the future 
{cruples of an over-render pofterity. - m3 
_ Certainly chere can be but two wayes whercin he can be imagi- 
ned ro be prefenr, and received ; either corporaily, or fpiricually -. 
That he fhould be corporally prefent at once, in every part of eve- 
ry Euchariftical Element through the World, is fucha Monfter of 
opinion as utterly overthrowes the truth of his humane body, de- 
ftroyes the nature of a Sacrament, implies a world of contradicti-. 
ons, baffles right reafon, tranfcends all faith, and in fhore, con- 
founds Heaven and Earth ; as we might eafily fhow in all particu 

- Jars if it were the drift of my difcourfe to meddle with thofe which. 
profefs chemfelves nor ours: who yet do no Jefs then we cry down 
the grofs and Capernaitical expreffion which their Pope A%- 
chelas prefcribed to Berengariwé 5 and cannot but confefs that their 
own Card. Bellarmine advifes this phrafe of Chrifts corporal! pre- 
{ence fhould be very fparingly, and warily caken up in the hearing 
of their people : bur my intention enly is to fatisfie thofe Sons of 

tthe Church,who,difclaiming from all opinion of Tranfubftantiation, 
do yer willingly imbrace a kind of irrefolutionin this point, as hold- 
ing it fafeft not’ to inquire into the manner of Chrifts prefence. 
What fhould be a of this nice doubtfulncfs I cannot conceive, 
unlefs ic be a mifconftruction of thofe broad {peeches, which an- 
tiquiry (not fafpeGing {fo unlikely commentaries ) hath upon all 
occafions been wont to let fall concerning rhefe awful myfteries.For: 
what thofe Oracles of che: Church have divinely fpoken‘in reverence 
tothe Sacramental union of the figne, and the thing fignified in 
thisfacred bufinefs, hath been miftaken, as literally-and. properly. 
meant to be predicated of the ourward Element: hence have grown 
thofe dangerous errors, and that inexplicable confufien which hath 
ftnce infefted the Church, eo a 
When all is faid, nothing can be more clear, then that in tefpect: 
of bodily prefence che Heavens muft contain the glorified a 
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of Chrift uncill his return to judgment. As cherefore the Angel 


could fay, co the devout 44arses after Chrifts refurrection feeking-for 


himin his grave, He 15 rifen, be ss net bere; fo they fill fay ro. | 


us feeking tor his glorious body here below: He ss afcended, be ts not 
here 3 It fhould abfolucely lofe the nature of am: humane bod 


of the cuth of being whar it is. It is 2.true humane body, and 


_ therefore can no more according to the natural being even of a body 


lorified, be many wheres at once , then according to his perfonal 
ae it can be feparared from thar Gedhead which is at once every 
where ; Let ic ke therefore firmly ferled in onrfouls-as an un- 
doubred truth, That the humane body of Chriftin refpeé&t of corpo- 
ral prefence is in Heaven, whither he vifibly afcended, and where 
he firs on she right hand of the Farher,.and whence he fhall‘come a- 
gain with glory: a parcel of our Creed which the Church learn’ of 


_ the Angels in Mount Olzvet ; who taught the gazing difciples that 


this fame Jefus which was raken up from them into Heaven, thall 
fo come in like manner as they {aw him go into Heaven, which was 


_ with wonderfull glory and magnificence. Far be it from us then to 


think thae the bleffed humanity of the Son of God fhould fo difpa- 
rage it felf, as where there is neither neceffiry nor ufe ot a bodily 
de{cent to ftealé down, and conveigh himfelf infenfibly from Hea- 
ven to Earth daily, and to hide up his whole facred bedy in an hun- 
dred choufand feveral pixes at once. _ - 

- - [cis a wonder that fuperfticion ir felf is not afhamed of fo abfurd 
and impoffible a fancy 3 which it isin vain for Men to think thcy 
can falveup witha pretence of omnipotence : we queftion not the 
power of God, but his will : and do well know he cannot will ab- 
folure contradictions, Deus ue non potest, as one faid truly. 

That which we fay of Chrifts se a no lefs.of his recep- 


_ tion; for fo do we receive him into us,as he 1s prefent with us,ncicher 


can we corporally receive that which is bodily abfent: alrhough be- 
fides the common incongruity of opinion, the corporal receiving of 


. Chrift hath in ic a further prodigiou{nefs, and horrour : all the No- 


-vicés.of the Reman Schools are now afham’d of their Popes Deatrhas 


teritar, but when cheir Doétors have made the beft of their own - 
. Tenent, theycannot avoid Sc. Austins flagitium usdetur precipere 3 
By how much the humane fleth is and oughe-to be more dear, by fo 


Tia - much 
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fhould not be circum{criptible. Glorification doth not bereave it 6. 
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much more odious is the choughr ef eating ir, neither lec them:ima- 


gine they can efcape che imputation of an hateful favagenefs in this 


~ act, for that it is not prefented to themin the form.of fleth, whiles 


they profeffe to know it is. fo, howfeever ic appeareth: Let fome 
skilful cook fo drefs mans fleth in the mixtures of his artificial hafhes, ° 
and raft full fauces, chat ic cannot be. difcerned by the fence, yet it 
I thal] afterwards underftand char I have eaten it,though thus coverr- 
ly conveyed, Icannot but abhorr to rhink of fo unnatural a dier ;- 
Corporally then to eae (if it were poffible ) the flefh. of Chrift, as 
ir could (in our Saviours own word ) profit nothing, fo it couldbe 


no other then a kinde of religious Cannibalifme, whichboth narure + -’ 


_and grace cannot bur juftly rife a 2 a 
Since therefore the body of Chrift cannot be faid to be .corporal- 
ly prefent, or received by us, it muft needs follow that there isno 


__ way of his prefence orreceit in the Sacrament but :{piritual, which 


_ the Church of England hath laboured fo ay to.exprefs both in ‘her 


holy Ltwrgie , and publickly-auchorized lies, that there is 
no one point of divine truch which fhe bath.more pun@tually and 
plainly laid down before us: What can be more evident then 
that which fhe hgth faid in.the fecond exhortation before the Com- 
Munion? shus,. -” Me ae cr Sse oe 


~ Dearly beloved, forafmuch as our duty is, to render to Almi hry 


~ Godour heavenly Father moft hearty thanks,for that he hath given 


his Son our Saviour Jefus Chrift, not only to dye forus, but alfo, ro. 
be our fpititual foed and fuftenance, as it is declared unto us, as. 
well by Gods word), as by the holy Sacraments of his blefled body: 
and blood, &e. Lo, Chriftis in this Sacrament given to us, to. 


~ be our — food , in which regard alfo this facrament is:in rhe 


{ame exhortation called a Godly and heavenly feaft, whcreto that 
_we may come holyand clean, we muft fearch and examine our: 
.own confciences (not our chops and mawes ): that we may come 
et be received as worthy Partakers, of fuch .an Heavenly. 
able . 
- - Bur tharin the following extortation is yet more pregnant, rhat 
we fhould diligently try and examine our faith before we prcfure: 
to earof chat bread, and ‘drink of that cup. For as the benefit is 
great if with a true penirent heart, and lively faith we receive thae 
ly Sacrament, ( for. chen we fpiritually eat the flefh of Chrift, 


and: 


te. 
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one with Chrift, and Chrilt with us, ) fo isthe danger great if we 
receive the fame unworthily. WWwhat termescan be more expreffc? 


~ itis bread and wine which we come to receive, chat bread and thar 
wine isfacramenral. Icisour heart wherewith we receive that {a- 


crament, itis our faith whereby we worthily receive ; this reccie 
and manducation of the flefh of Chrift is fpiriually done, and by 
this {piritual receic of him, we are made one with him, and he wich, 
us 3 byvertue, then, of the worthy receic of this facramcntal bread 


_and wine we eat the flefh and drink the blodd of Chrift {pirimually ; 


and chere growes hereby a reciprocal union betwixt Chrift and us, 
neither is Re otherwife one withus, then we are one with him, 
which can be no-otherwife then by che power of his iaftirution, and 
of our faith. 7. ee i = 

And chae no man may doubr what the drife and purpofe of our’ 
bleffed Saviour was in the infticurion and recommendation of this 
bleffed facrament to his Church, it followes in that paflage ; And to 


the end that we fhould alway remember the exceeding great love - 
‘of our mafter and onely Saviour Jefus Chrift chus dying for us, ‘and 


the innumerable benefits which by his pretious blood-{hedding he 
hath obrained tous, he hath inftircaced and ordained holy myfteries 
as pledges of his love, and continual remembrances of his death to 
our great and endleffe comfort : If therefore we fhall look upon and 


_-cake thefe facred elements as the pledges of our Saviours love tous, 


and remembrances of his death for us, we fhall not.need, ncitker 


indced can we require by the judgment of our Church to fet any o- - 


ther value on chem: But withall chat we may not fleightly conecive 
of thofe myfteries, as if they had no further worth then they do ouc- 
wardly fhow,we are taughe inthac prayer which the Mtnifter kneel- 
ing down at Gods board is appointed to make in the name ef all the 
communi-ants before the confecration, that whiles we do duly. re- 
ceive. thofe blefled clements we do in the fame aé, bv the power of 
_our ‘faith eat the flefh, and drink rhe blood of Chrift ; fo effcétual 


-and infeparable is the} {acramental union of the fignes thus infticu- 
ted by our bleffed Lord'and Saviour, with the thing thereby figni- 


fied 5 for thus is he prefcribed co pray 5: Grant us therefore grartous 


. Lord fo to .cat.che flefhr of chy dear Son Jefus Chrift, and ‘ro drink. 
his blood chat our finful bodies may be made clean by his body, and 
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and drink hisblood, then we dwel in Chrift, and heintus, we be 
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our foules wafhed through his. moft pretious bloods and thar we 
may cver dwell in him,and he in us. ae — 

Implying, that fo doth our mouth and ftomach reccive the bread 
and wine as that.in the mean time our fouls receive the flefh, and 
ate blood of Chrift ; now che foul is noc capable of receiving flefh 
and blood but by the power of that grace of faith which appropri- 
acesic: Bur that we may clearly apprehend how thefe Sacramental 
acts and objects are both diftinguifhed, and united, foas there may 
be no danger of cither feparation or confufion,thac which followeth 
in the Bi i prayer, is moft evident: Hear us.O merciful 
father we befeech thee, and grant that we receiving thefe thy crea- 
tures of bread and wine, according to thy Son-our Saviour Jefus 
Chrifts holy infticution, in remembrance of his death and paffion, 
may be parrakers of his moft bleffed body aud blood, who in the 
{ame night that he was betrayed, tock bread , and when he bad given 
thanks he brake st and gave st to brs difceples, [aying 5 Take, eat, this #5 my 
body which 18 given for you, dothisinremembrance of me. a 

What more can be faid 2 what come we to receive outwardly ? 

The Creatures of bread and wine ? To what ufe.2 In remembrance 
of Chrifts death and paffion > whatdo we the whiles receive in- 
wardly > we are thereby made partakers of his moft bleffed body 
and blood: by what means doth this come about? By virtue of our 
Saviours holy infticution : ftill ir is bread and wine in re{pect of the 
nature and effence of it, but fo that in the {piritual ufe of ic, it con- 
veyes to the faithful receiver, the bodyand blood of Chrift; 
bread and wince is offered to my cye and hand, & Chrift is cendred ro. 
my foul. Which yet is more fully (if poffibly icmay be ) expref- 

{ed in the form of words prefcribed in the delivery of the bread and — 
-wine to the communicant. The body of our Lord Jefus ‘Chrift which 
‘was given for thee,preferve thy body & foul into everlafting life,and 
take and eat this in remembrance that Chrift dyed for chee, and 
feed on him in thine heart by faith with thanksgiving, &e. No 
glofs in the world can make the werds more full and perfpicuous: 

- So do we in remembrance of Chrifts death take and eat the facra- 
‘mental bread with our mouths, as that our hearts do feed upon the 
body of Chrift by our faith, And what is this feeding upon Chrift 2 

bucacomfortable application of Chrift and his benefits to our fouls 2 
‘Which is.» as the prayer next following expreffes it, Then do 
ie 3 ' we 


w 
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~ we feed on Chrift, when by the bleffed merits and death of our blef- 

fed Saviour, and through faith in his blood we do obrain rcmiffion 
of our fins, and all ocher benefits of his paffion and are fulfilled with 
his grace, and heavenly benediction : Or if we defire a more am ple 
commentary upon this facramenral repaft, and the nouri{himent 
thereby received, the prayer enfuing offers it unto us in thefe words, 
We mott heartily thank thee, for that thou haft vouchfafed to fecd 
us which have ducly received thefe holy myfteries wich the {pizitual 
foed of the moft precious body and blood of thy Son our Saviour. 

_Jelus Chrift, and doft affure us hereby of thy favour and goodnefs 
towards us, and that we be very members incorporate in thy mytti- 
cal body, which is the bleffed company of a‘! faithful people ; and 
be alfo heirs chrough hope of thy everlatting kingdome by the merits 
of the moft precious death and paffion of chy dear Son. © This then 

. isto feed upon Chrift: Lo, the meat and manducation and nou- 

rifhment are all {piricual , whiles the elements be bodily and fenfi- 
ble, which che allowed homilies of the Church alfo have laboured in 
moft fignificant termes to fet forth ; Thou muft carefully fearch and _ 
know ( faichche firft fermon concerning the facrament ( Tome 2.) 
what dignitics are provided for thy foul , whither chou are come, 
hot to Feed thy. fenfes and belly tocorruption, bur thy inward man 
eo immortality and life, nor to confider the earthly creatures which 
thou feeft, bur the heavenly graces which chy faith beholdeth Four: 
this table is not, faith Chryfoffome, for chattering jayes but for Eagles, 
‘who fly thither where the dead body lieth. “And afterwards, to 
omit fome other paflages, moft preenancly thus ; I¢ is well known 
the meat we feek for in chis {upper is fpiritual food, the nourifhment 
of our foul, a Heavenly refection, and not earthly , an invifible 
meat and not bodily, a ghoftly fubftance and not carnal s fo that 
to think without faith we may enjoy the eating &drinking thereof, 
or that that isthe fruition of it, is bur to dream a grofs catnal 
feeding, bafely abje@ing and binding our felves to the elements and 
cfeaturesswhereas by the advice ofthe council of Nice we ought to lift 
up our minds by faich,and leaving thefe inferiour and earthly chings, 

_ there feck ic where the fen of righteoufnefs ever thinech.Take this Icf- 
fon {O chou chat art defirous of this table) of Emiffenm a godly father, 
That when thou goeft to the reverend communion to be fatisfyed with 
{piritual meats,thou look up wich faithupon the holy body and _— 
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of thy God, thou marvel with reverence, thou couche with che 
mind, thou receive tt with the hand of thy heart, and thou take ir 
fully wich the inward Man, Thus thac homily in the voice of the 
Church of England. 4 7 ' 
Who now thall make doubr to fay chat in the Sacrament of the 
blefled Eucharift, Chrift is only prefent and received in a {piritual 
manner ? fo as nothing is objected to our fenfes, bur the Elements, 
_ nothing bur Chrift co our faiths and therefore chat it is requifite we 
fhould here walk wich a wary, and even foot as thofe chat mutt 
tread in che mid{t betwixt profanenefs, and fuperftition ; not af- 
- fixing a deity upon the Elements on the one fide, nor on the other 
{leighting them with a common regard 5 not adoring the Creatures, 
not bafcly efteeming their relation to that Son of Ged whom thoy 
do really exhibit to us.Let us not then think it any boldnefs either to 
inquire or te determine of the manner uf Chrifts prefence in the 
Sacrament 3, and confidently to fay, that his body is locally in Hea- 
ven, fpiritally offered toy.and received by the faith of every 
worthy communicane upon Earch ; True ic is chat in our Saviours 
{eech, Job.6. to believe ia Chrift, is to eat his fleth and to drink his 
blood, even befides 8 out of the a& of this Euchariftical fuppersfo as 
whofoever brings Chrift home to his foul by the act of his faich, 
makes a private mcal of his Saviour ; but the holy Sacrament fu- 
peradds a further degree of our incereft in the participation of 
Chrift ; for now over and above our fpiricual eating of him, we do 
here car him Sacramentally alfo : every fimple at of our faith feeds 
on Chrift, but here by virtue of that neceflary union: which our Sa- 
viours infticution hach made berwixt the figne and the thing fignifi- 
ed, the faichfull communicant doth partake of Chrift in a more 
ee now his very fenfes help to nourith ‘his foul, and 
by hiscyces, his hands, his taft, Chrift is fpirirually conveighed into. 
his heart 3 tu his unfpeakable and everlafting confolation, © 7: 
But to put all {cruples out of the mind of any reader concerning 
this point ; Ler that ferve for che upfhot of all, which is expreficly 
fer down in the sth, Rubrick in the end of the Communion fet 
forch as the judgment of the Church of Enzland both in King Ed- 
wards, and Qacen Elizabetks time, though lately upon n ligence 
omitted in the impreflion; In thefe words; Leaft yer i fame _ 
nceling might be thought or taken otherwife, we do declare, T hac 


~ ictkmoe meant thercby chat any adoration is donc, or eught to be 
done cither unto the facramental bread and wine there bodily re- 
ceived, or untg any.rcal and effential prcfence. there being of 
Chrifts natural fieth and blood ; For as concerning. the facramen- 
tal bread and wine, they remain ftill in cheir very nacural fubftances, 
and therefore may not be adored ; for that were ae to be ab- 
horred of all faizhfull Chriftians ; and as concerning the natural 
body and blood of our Saviour Ghrift they are m Heaven, and non, 

. here, for itis againft che truch of Chrifts namral body¢o be in mare’ 
. places chen one, acone ume, &c. Thus:the Church of England ha- 
ving plainly explicaced her felf, hath left no place for any doubt con 
cerning chis truth; meicheris fhe any changeling in her judgment, 
however fome unfteady minds may vary-in their conceits ; away 
then with chofe nice fcruplers, who for fome further ends have en- 
deavoured to keep us inan undue fufpenfe, witha (xex Licet ingqus- 
reve de modo ) and conclude we refolutely that there is no truth ir 
diviniry more clear then this of Chrifts gracious exhibition, and our 
faichful reception of him in this bleffed Sacrament. . : 


Babes keep jour felves from Idols. Amen, 
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of thy God, thou marvel with reverence, thou couch ie with che 
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iciknor meant thercby chat any adoration is donc, or eusht robe 
done cither unto the facramental bread and wine there bodily re- 
ceived, or unto any rcal and effential prefence there being of 
Chrifts natural fle(h and blood ; For as concerning the facramen- 
tal bread and wine, they remain ftill in their very natural fublignces, 
and therefore may not be adored ; for that were Ee to be ab- 
horred of all faizhfull Chriftians ; and as concerning the natural 

body and blood-of our Saviour Ghrift they are im Heaven, and HOD 
here, for it is againft the uruch of Chrifts natpral body¢o be in mare’ 
_ Places then one, atone ume, 8c, Thus the Church of England ha- 
__ ving plainly explicated her {elf, hath lefr na place for any doubt con-— 
cerning chis cruth 5 meitheris fhe any changeling in her judgment, 
owever fome unfteady minds may vary-in their conceits ; away 
then with thofe nice fcruplers, who for fome further ends have en- 
deavoured to keep us in an undue.tufpenfe, witha (xen Licet ingut~ 
rere de modo ) and conclude we refolutely that there is no truth ir’ 
diviniry more clear then this of Chrifts gracious exhibition, and our 
faichful reception of him in this bleffed Sacrament, . : 


Babes keep your felves from Idols, Amen, 
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CHRIST'S NATIVITY. 


NA, WE RARELY IEEE GERI BOTT 


Sir, with my Loving Remembrance, 
ues) T cannot but bea great grief to any wifeand moderate 

BN) OK Chriftian to fee zealous & well meaning fouls carried a- 

eg) Ge way afrer che giddy bumonr of their new teachers, to a. 
Sea contempr of all holy and reverend antiquity, and to an 
eacer affectation of novel fancies even whiles they cry 
out moft bitterly againft innovations: When the practife and judg- 
ment of the whole Chriftian world ever from the dayes of the blef- 
fed Apoltles to this prefent age is pleaded for any form of govern- 
menic or laudable obfervation , they are ftraight raught, 7hat old 
things are palfed, and that all things are become wew making their 
word good by fo new, and unheard-of an interpretation of Scripture, 
Whereby they may as juftly argue the introducing of a new Church, 
a new Gofpel, 3 new Religion, with the annulling of the old: 

- And that they may nor want an all-fufficient patronage of their 
fond conceit, our bleffed Saviour himfelf is brought in, who m hrs 
fermon on the mount controlled the antiquity of tke ale 
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gloftes of the taw 5 Yehave heard that it was faid by them of-old, thus, 
and thus, butJ fay witto you, Sic as if the Son of God in checking 
_ the upftar antiquity, of a mi{-grounded and unreafonable tradition, 
miamt to condemn the trucly-anrient aad commendable cuftomes of 
the whole Chriftian Charch 5 which all fober and judicious -chrifti- 
, ans are wont to look upon wich mece refpect and reverence: And 
certainly whofocver hall have fer down this refolution with himfelf 
to fleight chofe either inftivutions or practifes which are derived to 
us from che Primitive times, and have -ever fince bet: intertain- 
ed by the whole church of Chrift upon earth, that man ‘hath laid 
a fisfficient foundation of Schifme and dangerous finguldrity ; and 
~ doth that which the moft eminent of -the Fathers, Se. Aygustine, 
chargeth wich no lefs then moft infolent madnefle. For me and | 
_ tay tricnd, God give us grace to take the advice which our Savicur 
gives to his fpoufe, to Ge forth by the footfteps of the Flock, ahd to feed 
our Kids befide the Shepheards tents, ( Cant, 1. 8. ) and towalk in the 
fure paths of uncorrupt antiquicy. For the celebration of the {o- 
lemn Feafts of our Saviours Nativity , Refurreétion > Afcention, 
and che comming down ef the Holy Ghoft, which you fay iscryed 
down by your zealous Icfturer one would think there fhould be 
_ reafon enouzh in thofe wonderful and unfpeakable benefits which 
thofe dayes ferve to commemorate unto us; For, co inftance in 
the late feaft of che Nativiry, when the Angel brought the newes 
of that bleffed birth to the Jewith thepheards, Behold, (ich he, 
1 bring you Zood tidings of great joy which {ball Geto a’ prople 5 for ux- 
to you 15 Lorne this day a Savioxr. Tf then the report of this bleffing 
were the beft tidings of the greareft jov chat ever was, or ever 
could be poflibly incident intu mankind, why fhould nor the com. 
memoration thereof be anfwerable > Where we conccive the 
greateft joy, what fhould hinder us e6 expreffe it in a joyfull 
feftivicy. a | . _ 
Bur you are taught to fay, the day conferred nothing to the blefs 
fing, thar every day we fhould with equal chankfulneffe remem 
‘ber this ineftimable benefirof the incarnation of the Son ‘of God) 
fo as a fet anniverfary day is alrozecher needIc{s s know then 
and confider, that the all wife God, who knew it-fic chac his 
People fhould every day chink of the great work of rhecreation, 
and of che miraculous deliverance out of she Esyprian fervirudejand 
ee | Kk 2 — Thould 
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fhould daily give honour to the Almighty Creator and deliverer , 
ycrordained one day of feven for the more {pecial recognition of 
thefe marvellous werks;as well knowing how apt weyare to forger 
thofe duties wherewith we are enly encharged in common without 
the defignment of a particular rememoration.. Befides, the fame 
reafon will hold proportionably againft any monechly or annuall 
celebration whatloever ; the | fhould have been much to 
blame, if they had not every day thankfully remembred the great 
deliverance which God wrought for them from the bloody defign of 
cruel.Haman, yet it was thought requifice ( if not neceflary ) that 
there fhould be two fpecial dayes of Purim fet apare for the anni- | 
verfary memorial of that wonderful prefervation : The like may 
be {aid for the Exglifh Purim, of our November ; it is well if, be- 
fides the general tye of our chankfulnefs,a precife day ordain’d by au- 
thority can enough quicken our unthankful dulnefs to give God his 
_own for fo great a mercy 5 fhall we fay now, ic isthe work of the 
year, what needs aday? As therefore no day {hoyld pafle over 
our head without a grateful acknowledgment of the greac myftery. 
of God incarnate; So wichall, the wifdome of the primitive 
Church ( no-douibt by the diretion of the holy Ghoft ) hath pitched ~ 
upon one {pecial day wherein we fhould intirely devore our thoughts 
to the meditation of this work, which the Angels of heaven can not 
cnough admire. | | : : 
Bur you are cold chat perhaps we mifs of the day fince the fea- 
fon is litigious, uncertain, unknown, and in likelyhood other chen 
our December 3 and tharic is purpofely not revealed, chat ic may 
not be kept: As.to the firft, I deny not, thar tke juft day is net 
certainly known : The great Saviour of the World that would have 
his fecond coming without obfervation going before itswould have his 
firft coming without obfervation following itshe micant to come down 
without noife without a recorded notice:Even in the fecond handred 
(fo antient we are fure this feftiviry is) chere was queftion ,and diffc- 
rent opinions of the feafon ; the juft knowledg and. determination 
whereof matters nothing at all co the duty of our celcbtation.: 
Moft fure we are that fuch a day there was; and noleffe fure, that 
it was the happieft day chat evcr lookt forth into-the world ; itis all 
one to us whether this day or that ; we content our felves wrth 
this, thar ic hath pleafed the Church for many hundred: years to or- 
: ae | Cain 
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dain this day for the commemoration of that tranfcendent bleffing ; 
what care we to ftand upon thofe twelve hours that made up the 
artificial day wherein this wonderful work was wrought ? which 

- we are fure cannot bur be much changed by fo many intercalations 5 © 
fo long and conftant a praGtife of the chriftian church, upon fo holy 
grounds is no lefle warrant to us, then if an Angel from heaven 
thould have revealed unto us the juft hour of this blcfled Na - 
tivity . | 

AS to the fecond, Surely whofoever hall tell you that God did 
purpofely hide this day from us, that icmight efcape a celebration, 

_ asheconcealed che burial of Mofes to avoid rhe danger ofan idola- - 
trous adoration,makes himfelf a prefumptuous commenter upon the 
actions of the Almighty. Where did God tell him fo? Or what 
revelation can he pretend for fo bold an affertion > If chis were the 
martet, why then did not the fame God with equal caution conceal 
the day of the Paffion, Refarre€tion, Afcenfion of our blcfled Savi- 
our, and of the defcent of che Holy Ghoft > the obfervation of all 
which dayes, is with no lefs vehemence and upon the fame danger 
cryed down by thefe fcrapulous perfons. Either therefore let him 
fay that God would have thefe other feaft dayes obferved becaufe 
he would have them known to the world, or yield that he did nor © 
therefore conceal the day of the Nativity of Chrift, becaufe he would 
mothaveit obferved. | 

* Bur you hear it faid, There is popery and fuperftition in keeping 
thar day ; cell chofe chat fuggeft fo, that they caft a foul flander up- 
‘On the Saints of God in the primitive times, uponthe holy and 
learned fathers of che Church who preached, and wrote for, and 
kepr the feaft of Chrifts Nativicy with facred folemnity many bun- 
dred years before popery was hatched 5. and that _ little know 
‘what wrong they do to religion and themrfelves , and what honor 
they putupon char fuperfticion which they profefs to dereft; in 
afcribing that to popery which was.the mere act. of holy and devour 
Chrittianiry. | | 

Burtocolour this plea, you are taughe that the myftery of ini- 
‘quity began early to work, even in the very Apoftolick times, and 
that Antichrift did fecretly putin his claw, before his whole body — 
appeared. : - } 
Surely chere is fingular ule wont to-be made of chis fhitt by — - 
ae which. 


~~ ble 
cient devife ot Antichrift working under-hand before his formal ex- 
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which would avoid the countenance of all primitive authority to a- 
ny dipleating (how ever Jawiull and laudable ) inftimtions and 
praGtifes ; So the Anabaprift rells.us chat the Baprizing of children 
_ 4s one of che timely workings of the myftery of iniquity; So the 
Bla(pbemous Nearrians of cur time tell us thar the myftcry of rhe 
fied Trinicy of perfons in che unity of one Godhead ts butan an- 


hibition. Every {eis apr to make this challenge ; and therefore ic 
behoves us wifely to diftinguifh berwixt thofe chings which Men did 
as good Chrittians, and thofe which they did as ingaged to rheir 
own private or to the more common intereft of ethers. what ad- 


vantaze can we conceive it might be co Antichnift, chac Chrift 


fhould have a day ceicbrared to the memory of his bicfled Birth ; 
and that devouc Chriftians fhould meet togerher in their holy af- 
femblies to praife God for the benefit of thar happy incarnation 2 
and what other cffcét could be expeéted from fo religious a Work; 
but glory to God, and edification to Men ? who can fuppole that 
the enemy of Chrift fhould gain by the honour done to Chrift? A- 
way therefore wich this groundlefs imagination 3 and let us be fo 
popith, fo fuperftitious as chofe holy Fathers, and Doétors of the 
primitive Church, famcus for learning and piety, who lived and dy- 
cd devour obfervers of this Chriftian feftival. 
Bue you are bidden to ask what warrant we find in the word of 
God ( which is to be the rule of all our actions ) for che folemm keep- 
ing of this day? Ih anfwer,you may if you pleafe tell chat queftionift, 


thatto argue from Scriprurc negatively in things of this nacure is - 


fomewhat unthcological ; Ask you him again with better reafon, 
awhat Scripture he finds co forbid ic > for if it be unlawfull ro be done 
whichis not in ‘Gods word commanded, then much rather rhae 
which is not chere forbidden cannot be unlawfull to be done ; Ge- 
neral grounds of edification, decency, exprdience, peaccable con- 
formity to the injunctions of our {piritual governors are in thefe ca- 
fes more then enough to build our pra&tife upon. If it be replied 
that we are injoyned fix daies to labour, and forbidden to cbferve 
dayes S¢ times, (as being a part of the |ewith pedagogue, two com- 
Mon pretenfes wherewith the eyes of the ignoranr are wont te be 
bleared ) know that for the firft, ir is not fo much preceptive: as 
permiffive 5 neither was it the inrention of che Almighty to — 

| 7 7 : perfe 
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fperfe the command of humane affaires in the firlt Table of his 


royal! law, wherein himfelf and his fervice is immediately concer- 
ned ; In fuch like expreflions, mai, and, fbale are equivalent, 
and promifcuoufly ufedsthat inftance is clear and pregnant Gen.2.16. 
The Lord, faichthe Text, commanded tle Man, faying, Eating thos 
foals eat of every tree in the Gardex,which our laft verlion renders well 
to the fenle, Thos mait freely eat of everytree inthe Garden 3 And if 
the charge in chat fourth commandement were abfolute and pe- 
remptory, what humane authority could difpenfe with thote large 
fhreds of rime which are = oucof che fix daves for facred 

-we have ro inecrmit our work for a 
dayly le€ture , or a monthly faft, or for an anniverfary Fifth of No- 
vember 2 andif notwithftanding this command of God, it be allow- 


ed to be in the powcr of Man, whether Soveraine (as Conftentine;- 


appropriated it ) ot fpirttal, to ordain the fetting 2 parr of fome 
fer parcels. of time to holy ufes , why fhould ic be ftuck at in rhe re- 
= and obferving the pious. and sufefull celcbriry of this 
eftiva ; ? 7 : 


As forthae other fuggeftion of the Apoftles taxation of obfer- 
ving dayes.and times, any one that hath buc halfe an eye, may {ce 
that it:hath refped co thofe |udaicall holy-dayes which were part of 
the ceremonial law, now long: fince out of date ; as being of rypical 
fionification, and, wes of things to come. : 

Should we therefore £0 abour torevive thofe Jewith feafts, or 
did we ereétany new day to an effentiall pare of the worthip of 


God, of place holinefs in it, asfuch we fhould juftly incurr char ’ 
_ blame which the Apoftle cafts upon the Galatian, and Colofian talfe- 


teachers. 7 

But to weeft this forbiddance toa Chriftian folemnity which ts 
mercly commemerative of a bleffing received, without any prefi- 
guration of things to come, without any opinien of holinefs annexed 
w the day is no orher then an injurtousviolence. 

Upon all his which hath been faid, and upon a ferious weighin 


- of what ever may be further alledged to the contrary, I dare conf- 
dencly affirm that there is no jaft reafon why good Chriftians fhould. 


not.with all godly. cherefulnefs obferve this, which that holy father 
fhyled. che metropolis ofall feafts ; To which] add that chofe which 


- by cheie example anddodteine fleight this day, :caufing thetr people 
| 43 _ to 


tee 
e 
- y 
, . 
» roe ~ 


omer 1 


: neds 
* Van el Els SY Re ead 


302 


to dithonour ic with rheir worft cluathes, with fhops open, with 
 fervile works, ftand guiley betore God of an high and {inful contempe 
~~ ofthac lawful aurhoriry undcr which they live 3 for as. much as by 
the ftatutes of our land, made by the full concurrence of King and 
ftare, this day is commanded to be kept holy by all Exglifh fubk Gs; 
and chis power is backed by the charge of God, fubmit your fetues to e- 
very ordinance of man forthe Lords fake, 
. ifnow afterall this fhould lec my pen loofe to the fuffragant 
__. teftimonies whether of antiquity, or of modern divines, and re- 
formed churches, I fhould trye your patience, and inftead of a letrer 
fend you a volume ; Let it fuffice that ever fince the fecond hun- 
dred year after Chrift, this feaft hath wirhout contradiGion ob- 
taincd in the church of God , and hath received many noble Elo- 
gies, and paffionarc inforcements from the learned and holy Farhers 
ef the church ; amoneft the reft that of Gregory Naztanzen is fo re- 
markable thac I may not omitit; as that which fets forth the exceffe 
of joyful refpeé& wherewith the antient Chriftians were: wont to 
: kecp this day. ae ee oe 
in his ora. _ Levus (fatch he ) celebrate this feaft, nor in a panegyrical but 
tia spon divine, not in a worldly but fuperfecular manner ; not regarding fo 
- ay much our felves or ours, as the worthip of Chrift, 8c. And how 
vity of fhall we effect this ?, Not by crowning our doors with garlands, nor 
wif, ~ by leading of dances, nor adorning our ftrects ; not bY feeding our 
; eyes, not by delighting our ears withforigs, not by effeminasing our 
{mel with perfumes, not with humouring our raft with dainties, nor 
with pleafing our touch, not with filken and coftly clothes, &e. ner 
with the fparkling of jewels; not with the luftre of Gold, not with 
the artifice of counterfeit calours, &c. let us leave ghefe things to 
Pagans for their pomps, 8c. Bat we, who adore the word of the 
father, ifwe think fit to: affc& delicacies, Ict us feed our felves 
with the dainties cf the law-of God , and with thofe difcourfes e- 
{pecially which are fitting for this prefent fettival. So rhat learned 
éloquent father, to his auditors of Conftaztinople. . 
__‘Whereto let me ( if you pleafe ) have leave to add one or two 
- practical inftances: One fhall be of the good Empcrour Theodofixs 
lying now for-eight moneths under the fevere cenfure of Bifhop Am- 
brofe 3 when the feaft of the Nativiry drew near, whats moan did 
that religious Prince make to his courtiers, thar he was by er? re-. 
olute 
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refolure Bifhop fhut our ( for his blood-guiltinefs ) from partaking 
with the affembly in rhac holy ferviee 5 and~ whae importunare Hifter. 
means did he make for his admiffion !uhad thar gracious Emperour 77?" 
been of the dict of thefe new divines, he would have fleighted tabtals Qo 
| tharrepulfes and gladly caken this occafion -ot abfence from that “ 3°" 
faperfticious folemnity 5 or had one of chefe grave monitors been at 
his elbow, he might have faved thar, pious Prince the expenfe of 
many fighes, and. ceares which now he beftowed upon his abftcntion — 
from that dearly affected devotion. 7 ee oe ee 
The other thall be an hiftory of as much note as-hortour;too clear Nice 
a proof of the ancient celebration of chis feftivall ; It was under the poer./7. 
Tyranny of Dioclefias & his co-partner AZaximinus,that twenty thou- “9: 
{and Chriftans, which were met to celebrate rhe feaft of this bleffed. 
‘Nativicy in the large Church of Nicomedia, were made ari Holocauff, 
and burnt, together wich chat-goodly Fabrick,to afhes, on that day. 
_ Lo, fo great a multitude as twenty thoufand  chriftians , of all 
ages, of both fexes,had nor thus met cogerher. in a time of fo tnor- 
talia danger, to celebrate this feaft, ifthe holy zeal of cheir-ducy 
had not told them they ought to kcep that day which thefe no- 
vellers teach us to contemn. | 
. Now let thefe bold men fee of how contrary a difpofition they 
are to thefe bleffed Martyrs, which as this day fent up cheir fouls’ 
(like to'AfZanoahs Angel ) co heaven in thofe flames. 3 
After thus much fatd ; I fhould be glad cto know (fince reafoni 
there can be none ) what auchority indyges thefe gainfaycrs to op- 


 pofe fo antienr and received a cuftome in the Church of God 3 you 


tell me of a double teftimony cited to this purpofe, rhe one of Socra- 
tes the Hiftoriaas which I fuppofe is ferche out of his sth. book of 
Ecclefiattical ftory, chap. 21. where, upon occafion of. the feaft of © 
Falter, he paffeth his jadgment upon the indifferent nature ofall. . 
thefe ancient feafts which were of ale in the primitive times ; fhew- 
ing that the Apoftlesnever meant to make any law for. the Kceping 
of feftival dayess nor impofed any mulét upon che not kecping them, 
but lefr men to the free obfervayon thereof. 2.0 bo 
For anfwer whereunto, I do not tell you that this author is wont 
to be impeached of Novarianifme ; and therefore mav feem’ fit to 
yicld patronage co fuch.a client ; Lrather fay that ( take hint at the 
wortt) he is no.cnemy.to our at - practife; we agrce i 
| im 
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him,that the Apoftles would have men free from the fervieude of the 


Onc of 


the five 


Jewith obfervatiun of dayes 5 that chey enacted no law for {et fefti- 
valls, but lefrperfons and places fo to their liberty in thefe cafes, 
that none fhould impofe a neceffity. upon.other.; this were to be ~ 
preffed upon.a Vidor bifhop of Rome, who violently obtruded a day 
for the celebration of Eaffer upon all Churches ( {yppofing in the 
racan while an Eaffer univerfally kept of all chriftians, chough not 
on the fame day ) this makes nothing againft us, who-place no holi- 
nefs in the very hours, nor plead any Apettolical mjun@ion for 
dayes, nor tye any perfon or Church co our ftriét calender, but on- 
Jy hold ic ficouc of our obedience to the lawes both of our church 
and kingdome, to continue a joyful celebration of a memiorial day 
tothe honour of our bleffed Saviour. : | 

_ But thar other auchority which you tell me was urged ro this pur- 
pole, Iconfefle, doth hor a little amaze me. it was, youfay, of 
King Janes Our learned Soveraigne of late and biefled Memory ; 
whofe rcltimony was brought in before the credulous people (nor. 


_ without the juft applaufe of a Solomontike wifdome ) as crying down. 


thefe feftivals, and in a certain IDeccl of hisapplaudins che purity: 
of che church of Scotland above that of Geveva for that it obferved 
not che common feafts of Chrifts Nativity, and Refurrcétion, $cc. Is 
it poffible thac.any mourh could name that wile and good King in 
fuch a caufe, whom all che world knowes to have: been as acalous,a 
patron of thofeé feltivals, asany lived upon earth? and if he déd lec 
fall any fuch fpeech before he had any Downe upan his chin, 8 whilft 
he was under the ferule, whac candor is ic to produce ir now to che 
contradidtion of his berrer experience, and ripeft judgment? Nay, is it 
toot famonfly known thar ir was one of the mainerrands of his jcur- 
‘ny into his native Kingdome of Seetlaned, to reduce that church unto 
a conformity to the reft of rhe-‘Churches of Chriltendom in rhe ob- 
fervation uf thefe folemn dayes? and tothis purpofe, was ir not one 


Arictes of of the main bufinefles which he fee on work in the Affembly ar 


Pentb, 


Perth, and whercin he employed the fervice of his worthy Chaplain. 


Doétor Yeung, Dean of #tuchefler , to retail, and re-cHablifh thefe 


_.. $cftwalls? > 


And accordingly, in purfizance of his Majefties éarneftdefire this 
way, was ir not enacted in rhat Aflembly char the:faid fcafts fhould 
be duely kepr 2 Doubcleffe it was, and chat mot without siuch wife 
a oe | care 


) _ -shereof. 
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care and ho'y caution which a& becaufe it-cannot be had every 
where, and is well worthy of your potice, and that which clears the 
point in hand,{ have thought good here to infert:the tenor of ic there-- 
fore is chis, | ae el ee ee 

As we abhorr the fuperftitious obfervation’ of Feftival dayes by: 
"the Papifts, and deteft all licentious, and profane abufe thereof by - 
the common fort of profeffors ; fo we ehink that the ineftimable 
benefics received from God, by our Lord Jefus Chrift his Birch, Paf- 
fion, Refurreétior , Afcenfion ,. and fending down of the Holy - 
Ghoft,was commendably, and gédly remembred at certain particu- 
Jar dayes and times by the whole church of the World, and may 
be alfo now ; Therefore the Affembly ordaines, chat every Miniftcr 
fhall upon thefe dayes have the comamemeration of the forcfaid in- 
eftimable benefits, and make choice of feveral and pertinent texts 
of Scripture, and frame their doGtrine and exhortation therc to, and 
rebuke. all fuperfticieus obf{ervation, and liccnsious -profanation 
* Tcould ( if ir were. needful) give ou other proofes of King James 
his zeal for thefe.dayes:; bur what fhould1 {pend cime in proving 
there isa fun in the Heaven,and fight in chat Sun? The name of thac 

eat King fufferech for his exceffe this way.- Shortly then, the 
Church of God, his-anointed, law, antiquicy, reefon are for us in 
this point, and I deubt.nor bur you will. gladly be on ‘their fide ; a- 
way with all innovations and frivolous quarrcls, we were divided c- 
nough before, and little needed any new rents. The God of peace 
quiet all thefe diftempers, and unite our hearts one co anothcr, and 
alltohimfelf | a 4 
ae oa Farwell in the Lord, 
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My Reverend and worthily Dear Friend, 
_M® WILLIAM STRUTHERS: - 


. One of the Preachers of 7 ; 
EDINBOURGH 


“He-haft of yous Letters (my reverend and worthy Mr. — 
Struthers) was not fo great, as their welcome, which 
. they might well challenge for your’ name 5 bue more. 
~*~ ‘forthat love afd'confidence which they imported: rhus 
muft our Friendfhip be fed, chat it may neither feel death nor 
age. 4 a | 
: The fubftance of vour Letter was partly Relation, and partly Re- 
queft ; For the firft ; Rumour had’ in part prevented you; and’ 
brought to my ears thofe Stirs, which happened afrer my departure; 
and namely, together with chat impetuous Prorcftation, fome mde 
deporument of ifl-governed Spirits cowards his Majefty. Alas ! (my 
dear Brother) this is not.an ufage for Kings, ehcy are the nurfes of 
the Church ; if the child’ffiall fall ro {cratching and biting the breft, 
what can it expect but ftripes and hunger? your Leteer profeffes 
- that his Majefty fent you away in peace, and joy, and why. would 
any of thofe rough-hewn Zclots fend him away. in difcontentment 2 
But this was (I know) much againft your heart, whofe often pro- 
teftations affured me of your wife moderation in thefe things. How: 
earneftly have you profeffed to me, that, if you-were in the Church 
of Bagland (fuch was your indifferency in thele indifferent matters) 
would make no {cruple of your ceretnonies ? yea, how th 
hath your cenfure been of thofe refra@aries amongft us chat — 
a Or. 


X\ 


chiskind! Bur this, and the reft of rhofe hiftoricall paffages , being. 
only concerning things paft, have their end in my notice; Lecme 


rather turn my pen to that pare which calleth for my advife, ~ 


which, for your fake, I could well with,were worthy tobe he!d fuch, 


as that your felfand your collegues might find caufe to reft in it: 


howfoever, it fhall be honeft and hearcy, and no other then I would, 
in the prefence of God, give to my own foul4 Matters (you 
think ) will not ftand long at this point, bur will come on further 
and prefs you to a refolution! What is to be done? will you: 
hear me counfelling as a friend, as a Brother? Since you forefee this ; 
mece them in the way , with a refolution tointcrtain them and _pere: 
fwade others. There are five poincs in queftion: The folemn fefti- 
vities : The private ufe of eicher. Sacramene : Geniculation at the 
Eucharift : Confirmation by Bifhops. For thefe, there may be a. 
double Plea infinuated (by way of comparifun ) in your Letrers 5 
Expedience in the things themfelves ;Authority in the commander :. 


fome things are therefore to be done ; becanfe they are comman- . 


- ded: fome others are therefore commanded ;becaufe they are to be: 
done : obedience pleads for the‘one, juftice for the other; If I. 
fhall leave thefe in che firft rank, I fhall fatisfie, bur if in che fe-. 
_ condI fhall fupererogate ; which if I: do not,.I fhall fait of my. 
ho Se - . | . | 

et me profefs to'youferioufly. Idid: never fo .bufily and inten- 
tively ftudy chefe ricuall matters,.as Ihave done fince your Letrers 
called me unto this task. Since which ume (1 fpeak. boldly) I 
made no {pare either of hours, or papers, Nejue enim magna exili- 
‘ter, nec feria perfunstorie, aS 1 have learned of our Naztanzen ; and: 
befides, this, under one name,.feemed a.common caufe,. and there- 
fore too worthy of my care.. | 7. 
: Thefe are nor (you know )° matters of a day old, neither is it 
his Majeftics defire, to trouble you with new coynes, but tormubup: 
the rufty’ and oblicerate face of the ancient... And furely, the 
more my-thoughts were bent upon them, the more ic appeared to 
me,. that his Majefties iatention is ta deal wich your Church, as: he 
‘hath latcly.done with:your Univerfnics; From which, Lknow = 
ai. 3 | what: 
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forgo their ftarions, rather chen yield to thefe harmelefs impofiti- _ 
ons 2 Somuch the more, therefore, dol marvcll how any delator 
~~ could get any ground from you, whereon to place an accufation in. 


/ 
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what indifercer and idle zcal had banifhed all higher degrees 5 the’ 
game of a School-Doter was grown out of date 5 only ane Gra- | 
quate (tkatl heard of ) at Se. Andrews, out-lived that injury of 
timcs ; Now ccmes his Majefty (as onc born to the honor of learn-. 
ing ) andreftorcs the Schooles to their. former glorics: This is no 
innovation ( vou will granc ) but a renovation . 7 
No other is that which kis Majcfty wifherh co your Crurch: For, 
rell me I befeech you ( my dear Mr. Strurker ) do not you think thac 
‘thofe which took upon them the reformation of your Church went. — 
{omewhat too fat > And (as it isin the fable ) inwrapped the Srork 
together wich the Cranes 2 1 know your ingenuity fuch, as you can- 
nox deny it:This you will grant apparently in the Clurch-patimony 
( witnels your own learned and zealous inveétive how miferably - 
{poylcd ) in the exauchoratien of Epifcopal office and dignity, im the 
-molition of CLurches, and too many other of this ftamp ; fo vio- 
Jent was chat holy furor of piety: rhac hence it might well appear, — 
whar difference there is, berwixt the orderly proceedings of prince- 
ly authority, and popular cumult ; And why fhould you not yield 
me thisin thebufinclsqucftioned >? — 
Do but confider how fart it is fafe for.a particular Church to de- 
part from the antient and univerfal, and you cannot be lefs liberal: 
Surely no Ghriftian can think it a fleighe matter, what the church 
diffufed through all cimes and places, hath cithcr done or taught - 
~ For doétrine or manncrs there is no qicftion, and why, fhould ir be 
mote fafe to leave it in the holy infticurions that concerne the our- | 
ward formc¢s of Gods fervice 2. Novelryis.a ra of envy and 
fulpicios, and why lefsin matters of rite then doctrine? The Church 
is che mother of us.all,the lefs important thofe chings are which ( in 
the power of a parent } fhe injoynes,. the more hateful is. che de- 
troctarion of our obfervance ; you remember che queftion of the Sy- 
sians wife Servant ; Father, sf he kad commanded thee fome great mat- 
ter wevld(t thow not bave done it ? Truc it is, that evcry Nation. hath 
her own rites, geftares, ‘cuftomes, whicrcin it was ever asfree for 
it to differ frony the reft of the World, 2s the world from it, yek 
in the mean time the facred affaires.of God, have ‘been €ver .ac- 
knowledged to have one common fathion of performance; in thofe 
points efpecially wherein hath been an univerfal eorcement, every 
face hath his own favour, his own Jines,diftinct from all others, yer 1s 
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there a certain common habitude of countenance and difpofition of 
the forhead, cyes, checks, lips common unto all, fe as who,undcr 
this pretenfe of difference , fhall go about to raife an immunity 
from fuchceremoniecs , dono erher chen arzue, That becau thcre 
is a diverfity of proportions af faces, we may well wanta brow ora 
chin. os | 

There is nothing chat the pontificians do fo commonly and with 


fo much noife upbraid us with, as our difceffion from the mothez - 


church, thatis, as they interpret, the Roman, neither is there any 
one amongtt all the loads of their reproaches char hath wrouzhe 
usmore envy chen this. And hewdowe free our felves from the’ 
danger of this odious crimination, but thus (not to {tand upon the 
imperious ticle of motherhood ) That fince for order fake, we ac- 
knowledged thts primacy of the Weftern Church, we never 
departed one inch from the Roman, fave where the is perfidiou fly 
gone from God, and her {elf 2 Now, the ¢a’cs qucftioned are for - 
the moft part only fuch, as you will confefs bziore the fufpicicn of 
Antichrittian Apoftafy to have obtained eachwhere in the church. 
Begin if You pleafe with the folemn feftivities, turne over (lbefeech 
you ) che hilteries of times, and places ; you fhall never finde 
where thefe were cithcr newly appointed, or not conftantly and 
continucdly obferved in the church of God. I confels with Secra‘es 
thar neither'Chrift nor any Apoftle cnatted a law for thefe, bur 
wichall, I muft put you in mind,that what he denies to conftirution, 
he grants to cuftome, and, ol fervatto wveterata ( that I may i peak 
with Tertullian ) preventende flatum facit. | a 
AAs for the folemn feaft of Eafter which the 4zcyran counfel cal- - 
Jed Diem magnum, how horly the Church (even then in her fwath- 
ing bands ) contended about it, all the World knowes.1 {peak no- 
shing of the friendly differences of Policarpws and Anacletus, ner 
of che Angel of Hermes ; The Eaft and Weit were inthis point 
fearfully divided 5 one part pleads a tradition from Jobs and Philp, 
the other from Peter and Pavl, both fides fought long and fore ; ar 
Jaft che Roman Victor won the day, ( pofiquam Afi Epifcores fulmine 
facro percaliffet) Let Irene deeply cenfure him. as a furious diftur- 
ber of the publick peace ; Imeddle with neither pare: This ftrife 


"att laft welll Iaid,is after revived by the Syrian Divines » How ftrongly 


‘doch the famous Nicene Council oppofe it felf to shefe new Tefferade - 
. _ -  Catites 


wre 


310 


catites (as thofe times called them ) yea what othe: caufe was there 


( except thewmadneflces of Arrins and his followers, the Meletians 
and Colluthiaks ) ot-calling that vencrable affembly together ? after 
all chis what Uifcourfes paffed berwixt Leo the firlt, Archbithop of 
Remeand Pafchafinus Lylitetanus, were necdlefs to rchearfe; and,how 
hot Chryfoftome was in thiscaufe, need no other proof then, thar, ¢ as 
Socrates witnefles ) he cook away the Churches from them which 


‘tyed Eafter to the fourteenth Moon. Now, then, wherefore 


(I befeech you ) wasall this 4fan confli€, wherefore this triumph 


_ of Pifor, wherefore this infamous brand of the Quartadecimani > 


‘Wherefore were thofe pafchal Letters of the antient, or gelden 
number, or the calculations of che Bifhops of Alexandria, or the cu- 


rious deccrminations of the Nicene fathers, or the nice reckonings of 


Leoand Pafchafinw, if this might have paffed for lawfull, wich one — 
-breath to deny the day, and with one dah to biot it out of the ho- 
Jy Calender? certainly the antients: knew not how tobe thus witty, 
ncither durft they chus boldly cur chat knoe, in the untying whereof, 
perhaps, they overfpent their ‘care and diligence. O ridiculous 
head of antiquity, if this fhort courle might have been fafely held in 
thofe former ages ! Yea, tell me, [pray you, in all your readings, 
where ever you met wich any man ( befides thefe whom the Church — 
hath held worthy the black marke of herefy ) who either denied all 
oblervations of this folemnity, or approved the refufal of it by o- 
thers? Ican name vou Aerim, aman blemifhed with more then the 
{cars ofone herefy; And what (faith he ) isthe Pafch, that you 
keep? you are again addicted to Jewith fables ; we muft keep no 


‘patch, for Christ oxr pafch is offered for us, and Ican fhow you Eps- 
~  phansus flying in his face with this juft reply, Who is likely to know 


more.of thefe matters? this feduced wretch which is yet living in the 


“World, or thofe witneffes which have been before us, and had the 
-tradition of the Church with them, which received from their fa- 


thers, that which,their fathers received from their forefathers, and 


” ftillreraines what they taught both for faith and tradition ? 


The fame reafonis-there for the other feafts. Unto this of the Ea- 
fter ( chat I may fpeak in Leo’s words to the Bifhops of Séeily) is 


added the facred folemnity of Penticoft-in = of the coming 


of the holy Ghoft,which depends upon the time of the patchal featt: 


‘Neither did Ewfebs doubt to-call chis feftsustatusm — 3 
een ou 
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You know how hwnourable mention is made of ir by Gregory Nazi- 


anzen, < The Jew (faith he ) kceps teaft daies, but according to the 


— Setter 3 the Gentile keeps featt dayes,buc according to the fleth ; 


© we keep featt dayes alfo,bur chat we may fay or do tomerhing ac- 


© cording to the Spirits and foon after, The Hebrews kecp their Pen- 


 cicoft, and we keep it as we do fome other Jewifh rites, bur they 
‘Typically, we Mytticaily,we celebrate Penricoft for the coming of 


© the holy Ghoft, as the day {et for the pertormance of chis prom fe 


© and che fulfilling of our hope, and how greara mvitery is this, how 
© facred.--I cannot therefore paffe over chat ¢!r=us wince of Our Cen- 
rurifts which can fay there is {carce any expreffe mention of any of 
the feafts in antiquicy,befides Eafter ; I may not admic all the bedroll 
that Polydore Virgsll nferts inco the Apottolicall folemnities, 1 had 
rather hold the mid-way between both. That memorable place of 
Axftinis rome in ftead ofa thoufand witnefles, neither need we 
care for other evidence whileft we have one fo abfolure, you know 
where to findir, in the 118. Epiftle to Taswarins, Ills autem, quae 
non Scripta fed tradita custodimus, que quidem tote terrarum orbe ol fer- 
vantur, dantur intelligi, vel ab ipfis Apoftolss , vel plenariss concilits 
( quorum eft in Ecclefia [aluberrima authoritas ) commendata, atque sta- 
tuta retineri ; ficut quod domsni pafio, © refurrefie, CO afcenfioin ce- 
lum, © aduentus de celo fpiritus fans, avntuerfaria folemnitate ce- 
lebran'ur, © fi quod aliud eccurrerst ; quod fervatur ab untverfa, ( qua- 
sunquefe diffundit) Ecclefia. 7 

But if chefe feafts could not fhow fo ancient and noble a pedigree, 
what hinders chat che Church may not appuint certain daycs co the 
bi-ffed memory of thefe excellent benefits » Doubtlefs, chis right 
fhe hath heretofore challenged to her felf in lefler eccafions, and I 
do not finde any man thatever accufedher of rafhnefs, or. pre- _ 
fumption, how folemn the dayes of Purim were to the Jewes, is 
known to all, denyed of none, and their (ix) feaft of Dedication 
(which Caffalio affe€tedly calls Revovalia) {ct a part to the memary, 
not fo much of the remple,as the alcar recovered from former profa- 
nation,our Saviour himfelf (you know )honefted with his prefence : 
Jook on the hiftory of the Afaceatees ( that bock, if for martcr of 
faich ic be Apocryphal, yer hatch Canon enough for marrer of faét ) 


_-you fhall finde thar when A/canor ( the deadly enemy of the Jewes) 


-was difcomfised, and flain, a day was appointed by publick aucho- 
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rity (.next before A4ardokees feaft) tobe kept anniverfarily facred: 
unto the memory of chat deliverance and victory ; and what other do- 
we in this happy Ifland,whiles we yearly celebrate thofe two blefled 
dayes,to the miracle of the prefervation of our King, Church, State, , 
with che joy both of love,and durysthen do the Streets of your Eden- 
Sourgh finoke with many. thankfull-fires, and your Archures-féar 
flames with the bon-fires of your rriumph and exulration 3 and fhall 
the dayes of Chrift, wherein we were gracioufly delivered from the 
jawes of hell, carry from us lefs joy and celebrity: Surely your church. 
{hall abare nothing of her-puriry, in joyning her felf co all che reft of 
the world, antient and moderne, inthe obfervation of the feaft of: 
her Savieur.. - hg 
As for the private adminiftration of both the Sacraments ; the: 
difference of time, or ae cannot be of that value, as thar -for- 
it, the parcicipation of thofe divine myfteries fhould be negl« ed 5- 
there isa direct precept for either facrament, given by the beaven-. 
ly author of both, and commended by the hands of the Apoftles 
to che fucceeding Church, there is no precept of time or place, and: 
fhall we omic that which Chrift hash commanded, for that which. 
he commanded nec?. ’ — - - | 
- Theholymyfteries are as the body, circumftances are as che 
clothes, it were.to be wifhed that:a goudby beaurifull body, fhould ' 
be ficly fured with clothes of due colours and fafhions,but if ix fhould : 
fall our ( through extremity of want ) thac chere muft be a meet e-- 
legancy lacking inthe clothes, fhall we therefore defpife the body, . 
and caft ic our for an unprofitable careaffe > If there did not.a great: 
neceffity lie. upon che facraments, if there did not much divine con- 
~ folation flow from them,.why would Chrift leave them: to. his own. 
— fpoufe che church as the precious pledges of his love?. A neccfity of © 
the means no. man can deny, the neceflity of the'end is nor undefcrv- 
edly litigious. Indeed God hath not bound himfelf ro any: means. 
(good reafon his omnipotency fhould be free ) but he hath chouglic- 
good to bind us unto means ; fo as whofoever fhall witringly and’ 
wilfully omic thefe faving inftitutions, is juftly guilry of the. violati-. 
on of fo holy.an ordinance, and wichall- of his own judgment. . 
The dilation of the figne of that old covenant you know how hea- 
vy-it lay upon holy 44ofes, and the voluntary neglectof chat other: 
Sacrament ( beyond the. double. day appointed ) was wonr Shi : 
; 23 3 , Ow” 
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‘know tobe punifhed with no lefs then excifion from the Congre- 
gation of Mrael, and is there lefs neceffity,lefs wle of the Evangclical 
sacraments ? | i and a , 
To follow this inftance a litele further ; tell me (I pray you) were 
‘not both thofe antent Sacraments accuftomed unto priva:e roofs > 
Of the Pafchal dith there can be no doubr, that holy fcaft was by the 
author of ir deftin’d co the private families of Lis Ifracl: perhaps 
you will flick a licgle ac che orhcr. I do nog tell you of Abraham, of 
Zipporebslook but upon the foryruaner of Chritt,you will finde it likey 
ly, that his circumcifion was within dores 5 his mother Elizabeth 
was either prefent, or not farr uff ac-the ceremony ( as it is moft 
robable ) fhe changed his name, upon the af. Now it could noe 
sthat the eighth day of her childbirth could alow her to-go forth, 
whofe uncleannefs by the law pene her up for thirty dayes; But 
what do I urge this uncertainty still by the tradition of the fewes,ci- 
ther the Synagogue, or the chamber, is indiffcrently allowed to 


— thisacd. And why fhould che Sacrament of che new law be fo af- 


fixed ro our Churches, thar, not neceffity ic felf thould be able ro | 
fetch thefe wholfom remcdies home to opr howfes? {ure | am the fa- 
thers ef the ancient Church were of another mind; who (before 
the fancy of apus aperatum was hatched ) conceived fuch necefliry of 
the Sacraments, that Cyprign can tell you of Clinici, as wellas Pe- 
vipateitci, thac orhers in cafe of exe would have no difference 
made of land, or water, houfe. or way, bed or pavement. And 
how is ic that our liberry hath made us more ftriG, or our ftraicht-’ 
nefs hath made us more free 2. more ftri& for the place, more free 
for the conceit of neccfliry. ae 4 ye 
But if privacy. be fo oppofite to the nature of a Sacrament, why 
may it not be avoided, even ina parlour? for in fuch a cafe, the 
(Church removes thither, the walls (you think ) conferr nothing, 
the people are by the order of the Church commanded to affemble 


inva duc frequence to the honor of either facrament, fo as naw L{ee 


not orher difference bur this ; Thofe which, in the cafe of fome pri- 
“vate faft,can be contese fer their preaching to change the Charch 
intoachamber, inthecafe of bapsifme,-make dainty to. changea 
chamberintuaChurch, be 
'. Porgeniculation ‘in the Eycharift, I.am deceived if ever ceremo- 
DY could complain’ of att? ung Aifpleafuse, or plead bertcr 
ge m2 z. 
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defert. For the Antiquity of ic, chofe thar fetch it from Honorias, 
are ill heralds. They might know that Averroes ( an age before 
him ) could fay (ina mifprifion of the gefture ) Chriftiani adorant 
guod edurt 3 and the beft of the Fathers many ages before him, 
Nemo manducat nifi priws adoravertt ; For che expedicnce, what bufi- 
nefs can pafs betwixt Heaven and Earth, God and Man, fo worthy 
ef reverence, as that, wherein Man receives God 5 even the {mal- 
left gifts, we receive from Princes upon our knees, and now, when. 
the Prince of our peace gives himfelf cous, fhall we grudg to bow. 
Iknow the old challenge, ytélatry. But fhall others foperftition 
make us unreverent ? Shall net God have our knees, becaufe Idols 
have had the knees of others 2 But what do I prefs this to you, who - 
profeffed to me (if 1 remember well ) your approbation hereof in 
our Englifh Congregattons : The Sacrament. is every where the 
fame ; Nothing but want of ufe hathbred a conceit of uncouthnefs ~ 
in that, which cuf&tom would approve and commend. 

As for confirmation by Bifhops ; I need to fay little, beeaule ir. 
little concerns you, as an a&ion appropriate to fuperiors 5 neither 
(I think ) do you envy ir co them. That the ceremony jit felf is 
both of ancient and excellent ufe, [know you will not deny; for - 
the one, Atelanfen gives ir the praifé of, Atrlis ad erudiendas boms- 
nes, Cf vetinendos in vera agnitione Det. For the other, Zesaglivs can 
affure you, Coufirmationem tum fumpfiffe exordium, cum vuleo ceptum — 
et infantestingr. Inregardof both, reverend Calusa wifheth it a- 

- giin reftored co the Church, with no {mall fervency: ail che doubt 
is in the reftriGion co Bifhops, whercin] will only fend you ce 
“Icarned Bucer 3 fignum impofitions manuum, qyam Jol: epifcopi prale 
Lant, C non a! fae ratione, five enim fit feedus Domrint Laptizatis confir- 
mandam 3 fivereconctliand: qui graveus peccaverunt, five ecclefits mini- 
fri ordinand:, bec omaha minifieria maxime decent eos, quibus ectlefia- 
rum curs demandata eft! This, asit was doric only art firft, by the 
Apoftles, in the cafe of the Samaritans, fo from them. was. by ‘the 
Church derived to the Bifhops, ‘as Chryfoffom dire&s, prepofitis furs, 
as Cyprian, ahd Auftin fpeak ; Bue what need I,cite Fathers, or 
counfels for that, which worthy Calusa himlelf both confefles, and 
teaches ; Certainly nothing but conttnuance and abufe hath diftaft.d 
thefe things, which-( if time hat'beet: their friend ) never wanted 
char which might procure- them grace and: refpe& from: the 
World. ~ : So : | For 
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For their own akes therefore, Inecd not doubr to fay, thar all 


thefe are worthy ‘of your good intertainmenrsmuch more then,when 
they come ro you with the billets of auchoricy in their hands ; were. 
they bur chings in the loweft ranke of indiffcrency, the power that 
commands them, might challenge their welcom, how much more 
then when they have an intrinfceall worthinefs to {peak for chem > 
“Your Letter hath well infinuared what cke power of Princes is, in 
things of middle natures 5 whetcof your Apoftles rule will erernal- 
ly hold, not for fear, but for confcience. Indeed, wherein is the 
power of royall authority, ifnotin thefe things ?;Good and cvill 
have their fer limits, determined by God him{clf, only indifference 
things have a latitude allowed \for the exercife of Lumane com- 
mands, which if it might be refitted at pleafure, what could follow 
bu an uctcr confufion of all things i? 3 
This ground, asit hath found juft place in your own breft, fo were 
very fit to be laid, by all your publick difcourfes, in the minds of 
the people, as thar which would nota little reétifie them, both — 
in judgment and prattile. = 
There is no good heart whom it would not decply wound,to hear 
of the leaft danger of rhe diffipation of your Church;God in Heaven 
forbid any fuch mifchief, our prayers chal be ever for your fafery ; 
bur if any incenvenience fhould,on your parts, follow apon the law- 
- full aé of authority, ‘fee ye, how ye can wath your hands, from the 
guiltineffe of this evill.This is(I hope) bur your fear; Love isin this. 
fence full of fufpicions, and commnoly proj.&s the worftsIt is Nazi 
_ anzens advile, Dum fecundo vento navigas, naufragium time ,tutior eris a 
paufragio, adjetorem tikes a¢ fociam at{xngens timerem. Farr, farr is ie 
from the heart of our Gratious Sdéveraign (who holds it his chief 
glory co be amrcus fponfe ) co intend ought that might be prejudiciull 
to your Church. If hes lace journey, his labourfome conferences, his 
toylfome indeavours, his beneficiall deficnes have noe evinced his 
- love to you, whaccan dott? And-can any of yours think char this 
aff. tion can ftand wich @ will to hure you 2 I know nothing ( if E 
may except his own foul) thar he loves better then your Ct urch,and 
State, and if he did not chink ehis a fruit of his love, he wou'd be ff- 
Jent 3 what thall he gain by this, bur char advantage which he pro- 


| | ~~ -mifech to himfelf of your good, in your effimilation to other cbur- 


ches 5 a matter wherem I need not tell you there is both honoyr ad 
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~The mention whereof deawes me ( cowards the clofure of my 
long letter.) whether to an Apology, or,interpretacion of my felt; 
- belike fome captious hearers took hold of words {poken in {ome - 
Sermon of mine chat founded of too much indiffcrency in thefe by- 
finefles (ubi tos herbam, vipera-verenum,as he {aid ) as if | had open- 
- ed agap coalawlefs freedom, in teaching that no church fhould 
prefcribe to other ; shat each (beuld fic peaceably down with her - 
‘ewn tathions ; bur did I fay (you that heardcan clear me ) that one 
Church fhould not be moved wich the good example of otker? thae 
there are nor certain facred obfervations, which fhould be common 
to all churches? thac though one Church might not prefcribe to e- 
ther (becaufe they are filters ) one King may not prefcribe ro two | 
Churches, wheréof he is head 2 None of thefe, which I hate as 
monttrous ; examples may move, auchority may prefle the ule of 
things indifferent, expedient, and itis odivus to fcem more holy 
then all others, er to feem more wife then our heads, | 
You have my opinon at large ( myloving and beloved Mr. Strs- 
ther’) how pleafing ir may be, 1 know nor, how ‘well meanr, J 
know, if your letter were an hiftory, my anfwer is proved’’ volume, 
Mv love and defire of your fatisfa€tion hath made me ( againft my 
ale ) tedious. How well were every word beftowed, if ic mighs fet- 
tle you where I would ; howfoever my true indeavour looks fer your 
— and my affcGtions aud prayers fhall ever anfwer yours: 
Who am : 


Waltham Ably, - “Nour wafeignedly loving friend 
Ofeb. 3. aga Fellow- Lateurer, 
| : a + | Jof. Hall. 


Rerurne my thanks and kinde remembrance to thofe worthy Gen- 
-  glemen from whom you fenr me commendatigns 5 and to your 
Wife and all our Friends. i ee ae 


Clariffimo viro 


D.Baltafari Willio 


S. Theol. D. 
‘Tn Bremenfi Ecclefia Profeffori. Czleberrimo. 
Gratiam ac Pacem; | | 


]- quam mihi mififti fchedulam, cenfores tui perleciffent , ( fratet: 
S admodum reverende ) non opus fuiffer, ur ego judicium koc 
meum qualecunque, interponerem ; facile proteéto ifli (fi-- 

quis pudor ) quam tibi cemere objeGtarunt calumniam, & ultro i¢- 
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vocaflent : Tartto enim cum candore animi, ramque irrefragrabili-- 


bus indiciis, te abillis five crimjnationibus, {eu vero impséx here~- 
feos fufpicionibus quibuftunque, in hifce chartis Liberattis ut, poft. 
hujufmodi Apologiam, -ipfa non habeat invidia, quod tibi ‘deinceps’ 
objicere poflir, ede liceras tuas, ref{ponfo meo parces : quandoqui- 
dem ramen meam de quitufdam commenrariorum tuorum locis fen-- 
tentiam ita ardencer defideras, non poffum non tibi in re tantilla 
fatisfacere : Hoc’ vere inprimis ora obturct cavillancium, quod cjaf- 
Modi -clegeris operis uit patronos 3 alios profcéto quefivifies, fi in 


Arminii, nedum Socint, caftra transfugcre voluiffes: Non D. Poli-- - 


4ndrum, Walewm, Thyfium, Triglandum, fidera pridem in Dordrace- 
ne celo confpicua ; quorum infuper cenfuris ifta tua cam mudefte. 
fubjeceris, auc probanda, aur, fi foret opus, corrigenda, . a 
Loca que offendiculo fuiffe ais, examinavi fedulo ; nihil Prorfus 
eft in prima prefatione tua, quod vel obtorto collo trahi poffic ad 
etcrodox2m aliquam gratie divine univerfalicaccm ftabiliendam ; 
fed & illa in Zacher. 4. cjufdem omnino cenfus, nihil habent errori 
alicui affine ; Oftendunt tantom manifeftum gratiz divine, fucce-- 
déntibus {eculis, erga Ecclefiamfuam,. in Lunimis falvifici expanfi-. 


One. 
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one ampliore, clarioreque, fpecimen , & incrementum ; quo quid * 
verus-cogitari poreft 2 Conquirunt protecto & fingune iftic crores 
malevoli, non inveniune : Abfolucam predcftinationem. negae 
prefatio pofterior;{ed, co fenfu, quocianflimus collega mus, D. 
Lud. Crotim, Syntagmatis pag.978. non finc refpctu ad ipfam de- 
creti exccutioncm 3 decreri inquis electionis ; fundamentum Chriflus 
eft, conditio falvandis implenda ; fides, S falvandis, dixifti mpicn- 
da; non in eligendis previla, & prerequilitas quis fanus aliccr . 
dixetic ? | | _ 
Que de reprobatione definiifti,non alia funt quam que a Theolegis 
- Dordracenis, ex profeflo tradita func : Nec enimaliud eft, Deum ex 
abfoluta volunrate neminem cxcludere a gratia, & «xrcrno exitio des 
ftinare,quam, Deum neminem abfque inwutu peccati damnaré volu- 
‘iffe ; calpam ergo reprobationis in mortalium pertinacia & incredu- 
lirate hercre weiffime , veriffimeque determinafti. 
Analyfin quod {pcétat loci illius celcbcrrimi ad Rom. 9. norunt 
Dordraceni cmnes, me non monuifle modo, fed & pre concione 
publica, obnixe ctiam cflagitaffe, ucad hocipfum cxamen , tora 
de predeftinatione controverfia revocaretur, ab urraque auchorum 
Litigantium parce tentatum cft hoc palam : fubque prelo non uno 5 
quo aurem fucccfu, filcre mavelim. Certé dum alit rigidiorem f{e- 
€antur viam, in abfolucram Dei poteftatcm, voluntaremque, ab{que 
ulla ratione peccati,rcjicientes plurimorum perditioncm 3 alit liber- 
raris humane Parafiti, ica fui juris factune homines ac f nulli omnino 
decreto fubjicerentur, ucrinque fatis periculofe peccatur : defcritur, 
medium rencns, veritas 3 que ramen a fpodcratis quibufque ingenits 
_ Officiofe colitur : Quod tu dum facis, tuto profitere te Sysodi Or- 
-” thodoxx Dordracene Theologis , nullarenus adverfari; quoti¢s enim 
Quamque rotunde celeberrimi ili dutores profefi funt, Deum ne- 
minem damnare aut damnationi deftinare, nifi ex confideratione 
peccatirut Britanninoftri,Artic.1.Thef.5.Sed & fratrcs Haficrcos mul- 
tis hoc argum-ntis comprobafle palam eft: Nec qui Theologorum om- 
nium, accuratius expreffiulve iftud decucrunt, quam Bremenfes veftris 
nec abludic ipfa Synodi vox,qu reprobatioricm ipfam definiens,prece- 
ritos cos effe,air,quos cx libcrrimo, juftiffimo,irreprehes fibili &immu- 
tabili beneplacito in communi miferia in quam {e fua culpa precdpita- 
sunt,preteritionem, derek &ionemaque (Synodi verba aghofcimus) ac 
dcinde, xterne propter fuam infidelitatem, & alia peccata punit- 
: Onis 


onis decrecum quis {anus inficierur 2 Dittinétionem illama inrer nega- 
tivam reprobationem, five non ele@tionem, & pofirivam, five prv- 
parationemy poenz eorum qui in {tatu corruptionis relicti, judicium fibi 
mieritifimum accerfunt; quis non libenter agnofcat 2 Refiftere nes 
nimis fepe, Gratiz divine ad converfionem noftram fos importune 
fatis invitanti, urgentiqae, quisnegit 2 Modo concedatur & illud; 
effe quandam peculiarem gratiam five per Dei fapientiam, five per 
ejus potentiam adminiftratam; cui homo, qui per eam vocatur, non 
refiftir,8¢ que a nullo duro corde refpuitur, quod tu (cum Theologis 
— Leydenfitus , (ac & illicam S. Augu/tixo) rectiffime alferuitti. Sed 
quid ego telam tuam retexo ». Oculatus oporcer adverfarius fir, qui 
in hifce novem de Reprobratione fe€tionibus, quicquam invenerir, 
od veritati divinz, fanéteque charitati non fic omni modo con- 


| 
Z 
Crane ) 


Micior Paulo fortafle videri pore illa, que de facre cxnz pri- 
vata adminiftratione moveri Lis folee ; que’ ramen ctiam -Ecclefijs 
noftris, nefcio quas turbas feceric. Hic fcilicer uaus eft, ex quin- 
que illis articulis Perthaais Ecclefix Scoticane , 2 doCif’mo Regum — 
facobo : WI. pridem propofitis, mulrorum ex inde calamis fatis fu- 
perque agirarus: preter noftros, de&tiffimus Epifcopus  Berchinen- 

fd, pot lum, D. Fohanmes Forbefius, aliique Theolost Aterde- 
| nenfes, ingenia hic fua, magna cum Laude exercucrunt 3 Certe 
miror ego, qua tandem freti ratione; privati — Theologi, fa- . 
Juberrimo huic, fed & antiquiffimo, recepriffimoque in Ecclefia, 
mori fefe oppofucrint. Unquam ne. vernit hoc privatim fieri 
Chriftus, auc Apoftolorum quifquam ? Facite boc, inquit Chriftus : 
Faétum precepit, non mieminit loci : Inftitucio ipfa falucaris cft, 
temporis Locive circumftantia ita inter “44 merito collocanda, 
uc tanti facramenti eflentiz nihil: quicquam prejudicare debeat: 
. Quod filocum fpectare velimus curiofus, In cenaculo cepir cena - 
| facta, nonin templo ; intrayue privatos, ur tu probe monuifti, La- 
| res, ab Apoftolis, difcipulifque, ‘a temporis ratione, celebrata ; 
fynaxis eft , quis ne{cit ? Ideoque Ecclefie Deihand paulo congru- 
eatior : Si qua ramen poftulet neceffitas, five mulrorum communis — 
five privata poftulantis, nulla dari poteft ratio, cur Chriftianis ani- 
mis, prefertim cum morbis, morteque ipfa conflittantibus, ica gra- 
tum, &efficax remedium nonultro fuppedirerar: ‘#4 eft fandtis 
Patribus, Laffo igitur, jamque _ extremis agenti viatori, petenti 
n in- 


3123 


— infuper, qua tandem pietate denegetur ? De tanti hujus facramenti 


virtute, Chriftianus effe nequic qui ambigat, non porett igitur non. 
pium cffe ram falutaris facramenti defiderium, cui ut rempettive fa- 
tisfiat, caverunt, preter citatosa te patres, auchorefque prebatiffi- 


mes, concilia eam nen pauca, Nicenum itlud Oecumenicum, 


Caz. 13. Carthaginenfe quartum, Can. 76, 78. Vafenfe, 1. Can. 
3. alia. Inter Ecclefias vero reformatas a tc commemoratas, certe 
noftre Anglicane non aliaunquam fuic, feu Lex, feu Praxis , (ur- 
pote quz hanc fibi regulam femper figendam fenfueric, roties a 
{citiflimo Rege Facobo. p. in inculcaram ) nihilo longinsa Roma- 


__ na difcedere Ecclefia, quam illa a {e, a primigenia puricate difceffifle 


deprehendatur. Graviter ergo, pie, ac prudenter queftionem mw 
hanc ( fi quid ego judicare poflum ) pertraCtafti, remque rotam tan- 

ta cum.moderatione ac caurela determinafti, ut mirum fir, fiquis- 
—- deinceps, in ram fano vereque Theologico judicie non ac- 

efcat. | 

” Tenis, de re tota fic habeto ; Confilium illorum, qui declara- 

tionem hanc ruam, uc valde piam, Ecclefieque Dei per utilem, er 

dendam, jurifque publici faciendam cenfent, non. poffum ego non 

calculo me {fimmopere comprobaye. Non parume re fuerit Eccle- 
fie, ut hujufmodi exter exemplar candoris, & cquanimitatis 

Chriftianz, ut moderato qui funt anumo, habcant qued temere de- 
beant, 8 qui temere maluerint contradicere polt ‘ures candem 
genre videant quod erubefcere debuerint 5 Deus, pacis Author, Ec- 
clefiam fuam totam in concordi veritate ftabiliar.  - | 

| 7 Vale Frater venerande, 


Date Pallatie db confervo tuo frach 
Naftro Exon. oe ac Lenevolo. 
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Reverendo in Chrifto Fratri, viro clariffimo, | 

D. LUDOVICO CROGIO 
S. Theologia: D. 

In later Schola Bremenfi Profeffori 


 Gratiam -ac Pacem, 


PASD Uam nobis olim: Dordrechtum conciliavic amicitiam, mf 
(GANS Creci cam & recolere fepius, $ modis quibufcunque 
Wiky fovere quid ni fenefcentibus cordi fit 2 Video. te folum, 
ex oollegis tuis fuperfticem :Evolaffe reliquos, cxlum= 
que cum terra jam diu commurafie, Nus vero quam diu 
hic f{umus ? Felices incerea, qui temporis hoc quantulumcunque bene 
endo terimus ; quod cerre dum facimus, invidiam vel comitem, 
vel faltem afleclam, fato quodam fuftinere neceffe habemus : 
 Pergant porro noftre patientiz praconcs stn er me fixe, modo 
fwdéedue , beates nos hoc modo facienr, dum vellent miferes : 
Oopus, & ir age Loca ate notata perpendi ferio; uc 
libere loquar quod cenfeo, occurrebant mihi multa paulo enucleatius 
quam ab aliis Theologis fiert folee, in magno hoc predeftinationis 
myfterio explicata, me"€« vero illa, quz tibia quibufdam. objici qui- 


| = quantum pro tempore licuic, Syntagma tuum ; egregium 
pro 


ritaris qua tandem ratione hinc elici poffint,nullus comperio ; primum 


illud capur,vere profecto aureum de ge humanz falutis probe 


Cuti par eft ) penfiratum & inrelle&um, ab omni te impact erroris 
fufpicione facile liberarit: Uccunque enim univerfalem Dei steve 


folico plenius dilucidinfque depinxeris, (qua quidem nunquam po- 


terit, me judice, nimium depredicari ) qum tamen triplicem illam 
_ | % n 2 uni- 


igre 


univerfalis dileCtionis limitationcm infuper addideris, omne amoves 
Pelagianifmi, Huberifmique a tua fententia periculum: Nec enim 
communis illa Dei mifericordia, qua humano prefertim generi bene 
~-yule, 8 bene placer, quicquam prejudica fj eciali illibenevolentiz, 
gc amori, quo eledctos {uos atiofifime profequitun: Fratribus pie 


dem omnibus multiplicat Fofeph fercula, Bemtamsns vero MN BOI 
Tuta funt hic omnia dum nos sihil nobis tribuamus, Dei. miferi- 
cordiz, in Chrifto filiv fuo,. rorum falutis, & deftinande & impe- 
rrandz negotium acceprum ingenuc feramus : Quis vero tibi illao- 
diofa exprobraret nomina, que tu ubique confpuis & deteftaris 2 
Heret apud me illud, fateor, aliquantum, & explicatione, qua-_ 
dam videwur indigere, quodcapite 6. de gratia vocationis fe@. 16. 
eccurrit ; ubi formulam federis gratix expofiturus , ais, Peccarum 
Primorum parentum, atque adeo & peccatum originis, canquam o- 
pus Diaboli, hactenus deftruGtum, ur Sacanas proprerea nullum jus 
$z poteftarem in homines habeat ; ica ue _proprerea nemo neceflario 
damnandus fit, nifi nova peccata accedant, quibus homines fianc 
gratie incapaces,ac dentio be igre fervieurem & agers Sata- 
_ ne redeant. Semper enim mihi, fed & alits vium eft, promiffum illud 
de ferpentis capiteéa femine mulieris conterendo, intelligi de vidto- 
ria quam femen illud benedi€tum reportarit fibi, ac electis fuis ; ut 
-planius loquar non univerfali quadam deftruGtione peccati originis , 
quafi nullum: jus in homies habitum, {ed in {uos eleétos nullum ; ne- 
ue de originali illo peecatotanrum, fed & de omnibus quibufcunque 
facanz molitionibus conftrui debere : invidiam_ tibi forfan aliquam. 
creet ille locus 3 donec uberiore aliqua interpretatione vindicetur 
Quod ergo Pagina fequente fubinfers. on 
~~ Juftificationem vitz,ita vi mortis Chrifti in omnes homines tranfi- 
iffe, ur liberratem & jus ad yiram eternam coniccuti fint,nifi per no- 
vam inobedientiam, & peccarum-gratiam tllam amitrant : hoc plane 
animo a te fcripram cenfeo, ut de fola poflibilitate fub fidei habend 
- ‘conditione, iftid intellexeris ; co profecto fe extendebat virtus vivi- 
ficz illius morcis, ut qui ctedunt 2 reatu eriginalis peccati certo libe- 
* ‘sentur : Ut que non obftante peccato five originali, five a€tuali quo- 
que, Sc jusad vicam; $¢ viram ipfam confequantur, urque re- 
conciliabilitas quedam humani generis co ufque, hac ratione, 
-Obtineretur, quo quifque mertalium mode refipifcere fic credere 
odie, falurcem adipi{catur 5 id quod ew ipfe ubique videris = : 
. . | | ihil. 
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Nihil ergo certius eft, quam quod mox fubjicis , Chriftum omnium 

hominum falutem aliquo modo quefiviffe, omnibufque ad eam ali-- 

quo modo profuifle, queefivic hoe certe beneficentiffimus fervator , 
quodque non invenerit in homines ipfos, non in redemprtorem cuden- 
da eft hxc faba ; Qui poteft ergo falus efle quibufdam fimpliciter 
impoffibilis, quam ille ( quem penes eft) omnibus, {ub condicione 
ferio obtulerit: $c reapfe preftare (modo ipfi fibi non deforent ) 
paratus fic ; impeffibilis modo, fed 8 certa ; quis hic non tacite 
ac humilicer acquiefcat ; fententiam hanc veftram meminimus nos,. 
Clarilsimum D. 4artimum collegam tuum F. 44, in Synodo Dordra- 
cena Thefibus fuis illic exhibitis , aperte, ee » explicafle , ut 
mirum fit {uboriri modo quenquam , qui-vos illi {uffragrantes tam fe- 
ro errorisinfimulet : Breviter quoque oculos conjicio, illud video, & 


_ inhac definam cenfura, nifi LeCtori charitas deefiet, non deforer 


fcripto fides. | | 
~ Prefationem tuam quod attiner, que de feptem Afiaticis Ec« 

elefiis commentari libute ( qua in re concinit tibi, uti video, Dogtif- 
fimus Collega cuus, D. wiles, pafsim, in fuis & proloquiis & com- 
moentariis )Laudo equidem velut ingeniofe fatis, neque fine proba- 
bili aliqua veri {pecie, a vobis di&ta ; folide ramen, & ad mentem 
Evangclici {criptoris exarata, concedere nequeo ; Illas. etenim ec- 
clefias feptem, effe rypos quofdam hiftoricoprophericos fuccedenti-. 
um fibi, ab illo zvo, ecclefiz conditionum, quis largiatur? Tale 
profecto aliquid Br ightmannas nofter, aut Parkerus vigilans {omnia- 
rit, nollem vobis tantis. viris excidiffe, Cum. palam fit, fpiricum: 
fanctum eas ipfas ilius temporis ecclefias, fed & carum epifcopos,, . 
-fingulariter noraffe. Perfonalia funt, ilicet, que paftori cuique ob- 
jictuntur, nec ad getum intcegrum, maulto minus ad Typicas, nefcio- 
quas, fucceffiones detorquenda ; fed & incurrunte in fe invicem,, 
que de unacuaque ecclefia predicantur ; nee cuiquam iftarum fo- 


It diftinte competcre poflunt ; ut per omnia tenere nequeat illa: 


quam imaginamur, analogia : Aurea {cilicet ila, $ Apoftolica x~ 
tas, Quamrper Ephefiam ecclefiam figurart vultis, uti: non perdiderat 
-€quantum-nobis innotuit ) charirarém fuam primam; ita,-non prot- 
fus immunis fuiz, ab illis perfecutionibus, que feculis {cquentibus 
efferbucrunt 3 In Smyrzen/i illa ferrea ( metallorum enim fimilitudi- 
ne quadam: hxc omnia illuftrare maluifti )j fynagoge Judeorum jam 
wim Chriftiani{mo infeftifsimz non Echnicorum sie are ie | 
E - , Fole- 


( 
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Polemicam vero Pergamenfem quod ipeCtar, ipfe Aatipas Martyr, 
coterpore, fine dubio, notiffimus, ncminatum, veluc recenciflime: 
memoriz celebrawr, uc certo certius fitdere dudum pretcrita Io- 
cucum, cum fpiriw, evangeliftam, nec de illo zvo, (cui mu iflud 
‘confers ) vere predicate poreft [ Nomen meum retines, non negafti 
fidem ] cum totus fere orbis ad Arrianifmum defciverit 3 Thyatsrenfi 
_ devorz ac religiofz, qua a Carole magno ad Carelym quintum intcr-, 
jecta eft, quam nullo jure impucatur, quod patiatur jezebelem Pro- 
pherifflam ( Mildebrandinam nempe ut tw iterpretaris dominatio- 
nem ) feducere fervos Dei; quatiin ecclefi ilis, impotenter ad- 
huc delitefcentis, poteftace fuiffer, Roman Ecclefiz tyrannidem 
jam tum impedire aut coercere : Sardenfis ila five B snncrny que a 
Carole quinto, hucufque extendicur, non tam epifcopalis eft ais, 

_ quam Principalis;memineris ramen hxc Angele, id eft Epifcopo non 
Principibus dita fuiffe 3 Illud vero vifne ut merito competat Prote- 
ftantium cetui, { Nomed habes quod vivas fed mortuus es 5 |} Mori- 
bunda corrobores ?] Abfit uc hac ram gravia noftris aggeramus,nolo 
fingulis infiltere 3 prerer {copum enim hec omnia, da veniam ( co- 
lendiflsime frater ) libertati tuic mez : non poflum nbi-in illa Afa- 
ticarum Ecclefiarum interpreratione ( re non admodum gravi ) con- 
fentire succunque vero premifiz he fidem apud me parum invenerint, 
conclufionem tamen tuam, exanimo.amplettor, & exofculor ; hing 
nempe fumpta occafione rempeftive ad concordiam Ecclefiis Evan- 

clicis fuadendam dilaberis : Hoc ego tibi ac wus inprimis gratulor, 
oc precor, hoc urgeo 5 certe qualifcunque tandem fuerit ila Ser- 
denis, ucinam, O urinam, Ecclefia Det noftro hoc zvoad pacem 
{c publ'cam (non fepofito interim veritatis ftudio ) unanimiter com- 
onerets video cquidem, & gaudio vos profcffores,doéufsimos ce- 
ebcrrimofque, Bremenfes pam hec, Deoque. Angels & homini- 
oe opus promovere paratifsimos cfle. Id quod non. 
modo ex Durxo meo ftudiofifsimo tanti benefici parario,gramlabun- 
dusaccepi, fed ex fcripris infuper veftris facile peslentiice : Dolee 
mihi interim, quod videam preter iniquam temporam conditionem 
quorundam pervicacem enr#tie facrofanctum hoc cxpmm aliquan- 
tum remorari ; humanum profeéte eft quod iftifapianc.- - 
Ira nempe dediti funt cuidam vel fuis, vel preceprorum {yorum 
opinionibus, Partiumque fludiis pertinaciter fovendis, ur ne verba 
Quidem (rcbus quantum liber {alvis ) indulgere velint publice pact, 
a | ac 
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ac charitati: Sane, qui fic affe@ti func, ubt precium unitaris Evan- - 
gelice plane videntur nefcire, ita aliquandy fine dubio {entient 
Guid fic 4 eommantite igen # wisn 8 Eccletiam Dei {uis manibus 
Mppusxiex que inquictare. Corte, fiquod in Synodo Dordracenapro- 
Pofirum futr 8 a Theologis exteris fervide fatis expeditum, paritcr 
obrinuiffer, precepra jam diu fuifler omnis hec, que modo vobis ” 
negotium faceffir, contendendi anfa: Memincris tu probe (mi 
Croci ) ubi me nimis iniqua valetudo, invicum ab illo Dectorum vi- 
rorum confeflu abripuifler, incidiffe quettioncm, non hercle intcm- 
peftivam, Seffione. 133. de Rejectione duriorum quarundam, & in- 
commodiorum locutionum, quz in nonnullis Reformacorum dotto- 
rum fcripcis paffm reperiunrur, que infirmioribus {Candalum, ad- 
-verfariis calumniam fubminiftrare folent ; Britensi noftri’ Theologi, 
totiinco eranc, fed & Hafiact, & vos etiam Bremenfes , {ani tu- 
julce concilii rationibus paulo acrius urgendis non detuiftis ; potiora 
ne dicam, an plura vicerenc fuffragia, non difpuro. 3 cerre rejectio 
Hla phrafum incommodarum i tempore rejecta cft; falrem 
omifia ; ne quid patererur Orchedoxa anchorum, ira vel durius vel - a 
mprudentcius locarorum do€trina: Prefertim cum, preter alias e 
rationcs , plurimi cflene ex iis loquendi modis, qui dextre | 
ac comniode ( modo charitas: adhibererur ). explicari poffent ,. | : 
nempe federunt ibi aliqui, de ecclefia Dei alias benemeriti Theologi e 
qui inhoc genere non nihil force peccaverunt: preter alios etiam: 
miclioris note primipilos, € modo weiss ) quorum exiftimationi 
hac tatione paululum indulgere vilum eft , abfit vero ur ego tot, 
tantorumque Theologorum ( quorum memoriam revercri foleo ) 
judicium vellicare aufim, utinam tamen ( fas enim mihi eric, etiam 
tam {ero optaffe ) chariratis pietatifque publice ratio, co ufque a- 
pud doétifsimos vires clarifsimos fratres noftros, valuiffer, ut inter 
Do@rinz Orthodoxz incolumiracem, & phrafe* incommodarum 
Periculum, inter quorundam auchorum. exiftimationem,& commur 
nem Chriftianz Reipublice indemnitatem paulo accuratiorem -di- 
{tin&ionem adhibuiffenr. Quid cnim > Opns ne haber Orthodoxa: 
Doétrina hujufmodi fulcris ? Annon co magisconftat illa fibi & hoe. 
norem fuum co magis inviolatum fervat, quo ab illis intuciomm 
locurionum excefsibus liberior prodicrit > Nonne palam eft bujuf- 
modi duriufculas loquendi formas non pau'um prejudicit creafle veri- 4 
rati pacem vero publicam vel eximo tusbaffe quis non vider 2 En mo- | 
do non fine caufa calumaijafi videntur adverfanti, nos admififse rerum 


UJarum. 


a 4 


we - ot eee 


dllarum folxcifimos, qui tanincommodis locutionum modis viden- 


tur inuri 2 Hinc caufa Dei non parum pacitur & Damni, & oppro- 


briis fine vero ex illis loquendi formulis, quedam ab ipfo {piri 


{anéto, in facris literis, aliqaando ulurpare: hinccine fequetur uc 


que per facram quandam hyperbolem exprimere voluic Deus ea nus: 
4implici fenfu, velut axiomata Theologica tuto Fropinare pofsimus - 


o:bi Chriftiano? Ex parentes $c animam noftram odifle nos jubet a- 
li-ubi Deus ; novimus quo fenfu utrunque ; jam fiquis, hac aucho- 
ricate frets, abfolute, fimpliciterque docuerit, officium efle Chrifti- 
ani cujufque abdicare parentes, {uam 1pfius animam proculcare, fatin’ 
fanus videbicur 2 Cultellum aliquando guttutt applicare, jubec per 
Salemonem (pitiras 3 quifquamne fobrius hec proprio & diterali fen- 
fu faciendum {uaferit 2 Indurare corda, & excecare oculos diciter 
Deus, nos hxc ipfi velur propria quedam & immediara cf- 
ifc&a tribuemus, fuus ergo relinquendus ¢ft Deo loquendi modus, 
quod ille figurato quodam fermonis exccflu expgmere maluir, non 
nobis illico crahi dcbet in fimplicis enuntiationis exemplar. | 
Sine harum phrafcen alique , quas fano fenfu ipfi cenfores ad- 


- miferine ; fine plurime, que dextre ac commode: (modo charitas 


adhibeaiur ) explicari poffine 5 atqui interim, de fano illo fenfu, 
inter partes lis eric vel maxima 5 & charitas hxc, ubilites incalef- 
cere czperint, ubilocum invenic 2 Certe, Quilitigare mavolunt non 
folent ita benigne cum adverfariis agere, ut fenfum ( fiquis fit ) con- 
troverlz propOfitionis commodiffimum, ertuere velint: fic ergo lo- 
qui tuum eft, ue qui cavillari ftuder, (fi fieri posfic ) locum non 
habeae ubi aur. uncum, aut pedem figar; Mcdeatur vero huicmalo 
charitas, quero tamen jam meritis{imo ,  utiliusne rollendis, an 
commode interpretandis hifce formulis fefe charitas exercuiflet? Pa- 
tens cft non procul avia,profundus & itineranu periculofus;craeiufne 
opus fecerit viatori, qui lum rudcre ac lapidibus adobruar,an qui jul- 
ferit incolassmonere illac tranfcuntes, ne fe incauci precipicentsmor- 
dus miki miniratur, novi quo pharmaco pofsim ejus dolorem lenire 


tandem , & mortis, alioqui forte fecuture, periculum evadere ; 


confulrumne mihi eric fincre, ut malum hoc ingruat, & ingravef- 
cat, cui cempeftivo potuiflem remedio occurrifle? Ego certe fi res 
apcretur mea, curarem cum primis noxios humores five corrigi five 
oPortune expurgari 3 & cardiaca deinde quibus natura contra hoftes 
imperum corroboretur, fubminiftrari , fic & in illis, que Ecclefiz 
Ppericulum intentant, five erroribus, five parum tutis dogmatibus 5 

Ya aie 
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five male fanis locutionibus faftum oportuic, & ira proculdubio fe- 
~~ diffenr graviffimiilli, Dodtifsimique Theologi, fi iftum, quem mo- 

docernimus, rollerantiz exitum, jam cum previdere poruiffenc ; 
‘ubi enim illihac ratione paci publico: licacum voluerure, contra ¢- 
venit, ae gpm ac difcordiarum femina (quod maximopere de- 
lendum ett ) hincinde, per agros Ecclefiz infeliciter ja@a, ubique 
. pallulaffe ; neque deeric unquam (fi quid ego hariolari poffum ) 
contendionum materia, donec ifta litium infaufta feges authoritate 
publica radicitus evelli bes 3 Quod uti fiat, exorandi func orbis 
domini, ue conventu DoStorum: Theologorum tempeftive habiro, 
comrnunt confilio ( interveniente ipforum imperio ) rollantur ifta 
five calami, five mentis °9«= qualt oe so 
Quod dum fteri pofsir, monendi rogandiquefunt doctifsimi qui- 
que viri frares noftri Charifsimi,: eoufque uti paci ftudeanr omnes, - 
ut pofthabica verborum cura rebusipfis compouendis operam fuam 
tori — dant: Id nimirum folicitos nos habet,ut veritas.Dei in cor- 
dibus.hominum. (nobis fuaforibys ) locum invenire- pofsic ; hoc 
vero, fiquo ftiaviore, ac blandiore modo effici queat, nonne multe 
gratius, g Ces foret, quam ut rigidiore, ac duriu(cula agendi 
ratione, bilem, fcandahumye infirmiori cuique moveremus: ulus 
meum qui leviore trractaverit manu, modo non minus cito fanave- _ 
rit, dignus eft quem amicius excipiam. Arar, nifi inre ipfa pau- 
lulum hereremus non ica nimium de verbislaborare precium opere 
duceremus : .De ipfis quidem, fateor, notionum quarundam mo- 
mentis, aliquid litigtt eft, fed, quod vixcernat oaulatus arbiter, vix 
curet pacificus : Ad eundem video exitum veritatis Thealogice ten- 
dere ucriufque parcis fententiam, non fine aliquo interim, in via, 
difcrimine; non eft quod de pag, Pe veftigio nimium foliciti fimus 
quin poft paflus untus,alreriusve divertiunculam idem omnino ftadium 
emetimur, mollior placet huic femita, illi calcata, vel filicea, recta | 
ducit ucraque ad metam eandem ; quis iftic jurgio locus 2 quod :fi 
fua curque (uci fic) placuerit ferrentia, nec quis cedere velit alteri 
Paulo aliter animifui fenfum exprimenti, litefque adhuc inter -par- 
tes infeliciter continuentur 5 illud ego fratribus meis cum primis fua- 
ferim ( quod in omnibus hujus generis controverfiis tutifsimam, u- 
uilifsimumque femper expereus {um ) ut ad generaliores quafdam 
enuntiandi formulas confugiamus 3 neque ultra terminos ita fixos, 
4matur altemtrius partis difcurfus evagari ; Quod de dolofo com- 
a Oo. -_ munitcr 


~~ 
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uniter dici folebar olima, liceat’mihi de pacifico diccre ; verfatur 
‘le in generalibus; nec quid penfi haber ad {pecialifima quzque 
defcendere ; nempe, ¢x imisillisconcepruum humanorum fraéti- 
onibus, ac divifmncelis, nimjo quam accuratis, oriri folent difcor- 

dix, inter illos, qui vel de proximis rerum capiubus perpacate 

confentirent. Hac profeéto ratione, plurimz, quibus orbis Chrifti- 

anus mifere confliGatur, lices fopirenrar : Caure ramen iftic, & 
non fine fumma: fide, ac fana difcretione procedendum eft; ne 
forte, dum paci nimium inrenct fumus, veritatis integriratcem vcl 
violemus, vel inique fupprimamus ; ubi ergo. de ipfis Chriftiane fi- 
‘deicapitibus deque fumma religionis quftio eft, nthil non urgeri 
debet, in quo falus vertirur hominis Chriftiant, nihil iftic non 
momentofum, & quovis dignum certamine videri debet, fed u- 
bi de Dogmatibus quibufdam fere-adiaphoris, deque :tricis (uti 
fir) Scholafticis, a falutis five fpe, five :periculo. lange alienis, 
difpuratur, non eft quod nimis anxie fingula..difquiramus, & de 
minimis quibufque opinionum apicibus curiofius conrendamus, far 
"rit in genetalioribus quibufdam exprimendi modis cenfpirafle, 
Quod fi qui fing opinionum fuarum paulo: tenaciores, qui de 

Jeviflimis quibufque contreverfiarum particulis veluti pro aris.ac fo- 

cis digladiari malunr, valde hanes fuerit, dlud unum preci- 

puc accurare, ut iti, moderaris quibufque agendi rationibus, 

{ fi ficri pofline ) convincantur ; inter quas nulla. mihi, ferio cogi- 

ranti, o¢currit probabilior, quam ut ceree quedam fgantor tc- 

gule Dogmatice, itrefragabiles ille quidem & utrique parti. in 
confeflo, ad quarum veluti cxamen utrorumque fententix redu- 
cantur, exiganmreye: Cerrm eft, enim,vera queque ubique 
euredeiew 5 quae ergo inter fe comparata ab indubitate veris diffona- 
re deprehenduntur; in falfi fifpicionem. juftiffime incurrunt ; Ut 
tn hifce quas modo fulb manibus habemus controverftis, funto, fi 

placet, hujufmed:. Bi a 

| Fieri non poreft ut voluntatis Dei que omnium caufa eft, 
caufa deur ulla, nempe hoc forer, preter curiofam quandam info- 
Jentiam,, ultra infinitum procedere. oe 

Ft fi Deus jufte uci porniffer jure fuo abfoluto in creaturas ‘feas 

— ordinatum tamen jus, ac revelatum, procedere & folet, 
& vulc. | ‘ 

_ Cum Devs fis ipfa cflentialis boniras, fapientia,: juftitia, adeo- 

_ | que 
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que omnis bonitaris, fapicncix , ° puftitie y foris -& ‘feantrigo, -nihi 

poreft ab illo fluere, quod non petfede bonum; fapicns, joflumque 

fir, inillss ergo 2+ humillime: acquiefcere dcbemius creaitire. 
Sed & hinc neceflario fequirur nihil boni inefle poffe creature, 


. Se 


~nifi quod ab ipfo, boni omnis. principio, inditum fuérie,-& ab ipfo 
7 rarer ae a re eae eh ce ae ee eae 


derivamm, ee ty 
- Sed & hocinfuper ; Deum tion effe aitchiovem peccati. Mind fo- 

lebac offendicull, fepe precenderé, D. Tilenss, hefpes olin meus, 
jam ontimacace -infeliater fenrenti# reus, quorundam noftrorunz 
tigore, aliquid hic in Deum conjici, fan&tifsime iphus nuthine indic- 
num proteftams interes .onthia-fe paratum -cuncedere,.modo Dei 
bonitas, S¢ jufticia hac in re integra & illibata confervaretur, abfit 
verout quis Chriftiamis alicer auc fentiar, auc loquatur : Omnes in 
hanc fententiam podibus imus unanimiter, rcus peragatur blaf- 
phemixz, quicum Florino , contra hifcere antic. : 

Deum neminem damnare nifi prepter peccatum, damnatio e- 
nim adus eft punicive jufticix, punitio aurem culpam fupponit ; 
quisenim juftus pleat innocentem > 

Deum ferio invitare omnes vbicunque terrarumad fidem & peni- 
tentiam, & fub illa conditione; adfalurem : non eo folum animo 
utinde fiant inexcufabiles ( hoc enim nihil fonat philanchropicum ) 
fed ut vere fi jufla prefticerint, aflequantur quod gratiofe propofuir. 

In re predeftinationis nihil nobis negotii cfle deber cum arcanis 
Dei confiliis, fed fecundum revelatam ejus voluntatem, de nobis, 
aliifve judicandum ; ita ergo nos gerere debemus in tota vite noftre 
infticurione 8 in operando falutem noftram, ac finulli occulro Dei 


- .  decreto fubeffemus. Quid ad te, O homo, quod inccelo ftatucum 


eft! Fac tu quod fan&iffimus , & juftifimus, Creator, 


_ Redemptorque, tibi injanxir faciendum, non potes non tutus & fal- 


vus effe ; alias, fruftra es, qui tibi falurem polliceris, fic itaque fidei , 
penitentiz, bonifque operibus danda eft opera, quafiab illis unice 
penderet falus, & immuniras ab omni reprobationis pericule 3 fic 
cavenda infidelicas, omnifque legis divine certa, lubenfque viola- 
tio, ac fi fepofica quavis abfconditi decreti ratione, damnatio iftinc 
fequerctur.s quifecus fecerit, 8 a priori, de zterna fui conditione 
Judicium feret, mifere aburetur fecretis Dei confiliis, que filenter 
debuiflerrevercti, © a 
In adtibus ad converfionem ea bonifque motibus quos fj aise 
Oo2 Cl 
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Dei ingeric , etiam nondum renatis, Deus neminem deferit, prius 
quam deferatur ipfe ; fola ergo culpa fua ad regenerationem ferio 
invitati gratia ulteriore deftinmneur, & f{ponranea infidelitate 8 


contumacia pereunt. 

Sed video me longius quam mihi propolteram exeurriffe, vide 
Guo me provexerit pacis amor, ut ego ifta ubi, Theologo exerc- 
tariffimo fuggererem,huic cu prefumptioni ignofces ; 8 fiquid er- 
raverit feftinacio mea, cemiter monftrabis: Perges denique 
velle huic, quam tantopere boni omnes expetimus, Paci, & Durzum 
noftrum, fidiffumum ejus proxenctam omniamore. ac ftudio, quod 


facis, profequi & mutuis infuper precibus, piifque officiis beare 


Tunm in Chrifto frarem 
Ac einny fidelifimum.. 
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_Clariffimo Viro, Theologo graviflimo, 


- D.HERMANNO HILDEBR ANDO 


AD 
S" Srepr. Ecclefiz Baemensis Paftori 
Vigilantiflimo , Salutem ‘ac Pacem. _— 


ee Ncumbat mihi licet plus modo quam cui ferendo par fim 

A [fa oneris ( reverende admodum in Chrifto frater ). non po- 

oI er tui tamen cOmmictere ut votis tuis tam piis, tam. paci- 

SRR ficis deefle viderer : Ipfe curabone nihil refpondcam, 
ignofce tu, fi brevius, 


~_Declarationem tuamarium Articulorum in conventu cleri Bremexs- 


ffs -preleG&orum, gravem illam. quidem , moderatam, folidam , ve- ° 


a Orthodoxam quanta:porui cam cura perlegi, clanfulafque fin- 
gulas penficavi fedylo ; quoque accuratiori rutin fingula {ubjecerim 


zequis,aptd vos cenforibus difplicere poffirsaut ubi demum Jarear illud, 
de quo quofdam ais immane quanmm conqueri, Pelagianifmi five 
( quod horribilius di&u ) Socinifmi virus. Fallor fi qua iftic occurrat 
phrafis,aue vero fyllaba,quz vel ex ipfo facro Scriprurarum. fonte,. vel 


ex fan@erum patrum rivulis, vel denique ex aliorum- probariffimo- 


rum authorum ¢ preferum vero Theologoram Dordracenorum ) ficulis 
parum petita fit: Abfie vero ut quis iftorum caiquam tam prodigio- 
{x opinionis crimen impingere aufic. Caucus cu quidem, & paulo. 
mollius exprimere maluiftt hec divine veritatis arcana, quam rigidis 
res quidam ( fani-licet ) Theologi folent s quam tibi five prudenti- 
am, five moderationem cx animo gratulor = Ilicee hec reéa eft ad. 
Chriftianam.concordiam via, hoc eft quod vox. clamantisin deferro 
preconiata eft olim, parare femiram Deo pacis afpera in. vias pla- 
nas redigere : Ambulent alii, fi volunt, per dumos falcbrafque,com- 


— plazemus.nos ( quantum poffimus ) facros hofce calles ut — 


_ 


= 
~ 


_ eo magis fubitt animum, mirari quid illud tandem fit, quod parum 


Dei mereantutr illi, euifeu faxa fer trabes fabrice ‘hue exedificande: 
dolarc,ac levigare norunt, modo id, prefertim, ab{que nimio malle- 
ations {trepitu fieri = 5; Quod: gravitatem twam admodum pru- 


denter ifticallaboraflefention 7 | 
Quod ad rem ipfamtactiner, quifquam ne fang. Thedlogiz Candi- 
dawuseft, qui merito mortis Chrifti limites quofdam fues figendos 
cenfcat > ncmpe omhiperens eft,, infinicecue virttins ilte Det filius, 
quibus ergo redimendis, Sz carncm induere_& fanguinem fuum ef- 

~ fundere voluic,iisue non fufficiar, (quod fibi prefticuic ) univerfis — 
quam nimis fonare videtur +9". Generi autem humano redimen4 
do &-#ndxem ‘Sz mortem fuamintendiffe benignifimmn mundi rede- 
mproreth,quori¢s quamq; exprefic decet ScriprurarCum vero nemini 
fano difplicere poffir hec {picteus fanGi(ubt in facris liceris ocurdr ) 
Phrafeologia, qui fic quod noftro tranfcripra-calamo parum arrideats 

, Illa certe diftndio intcr (-ipfo quidem actu ).fufficientiam, efficien- 
ciamque morcis Chrifti, incer'mericum ex una parte, & effeGum e- 
ventuthque Theaasthropice illius redemptionis, ¢x aleerasinter precium 
mae infiniti, & falucarem ejus applicationem ita S< vera & neceffaria 
eft,uc abfque illa fieri non poffir, quin perperam de magno mundi 
falvatore, deque myfteriofo redemptionis negotio fentiamus : Cerre 
ita pro omnibus mortuus eft Chrifus, ur parum interea profit omni- 
par bus ad falucem: Nonilloergo in fenfu pro omnibus mortuus eft 
Fy icio Chtittus quo doctifsimus Psrans ( cuiconcinunt & Theologi P slatia:) 
de 5. Ar:. Vocem interpretacur, ubi ait Mort pro aliquo:propric efle , morte 
Art. 20. fua aliquem a morte liberare, feu ica mori alicujus logo, ut ipfe vivars 
Sent.Pa- co quidem modo hxc loquendi formula,non' meritum modo fed et ef- 
lat. Tbe- ficaciam univerfalem, effectumque commure mortis Ghrifti_ come 
of. Art.2- plecteretur , quod nemo fanus ( cum: Hubere) illi ( quantum |i- 
Prop. 4+ ber falvifice) artribuendum judicarit :. Hoc vero quod non fiat hom» 
hum certe culpa fit, non fervatoris. ‘In Celetti hoc meritorum Gazo- 
phylacio, fat repofitum eft Thefauri, redimendis toe mundorum 
myriadibus, quot func hominum capita ; quod fi qui ira fint vel fo- 

cordi, vel prztracto ingenio, ut quantumvis voce Evangelit mioniti 

ac incitati, nec movere pedem, nec manym cxporrigere velint, pe- 

tcl 
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rendo reportandoque fuo (quam libet. ingenti ) pretio, digni func ili- 
cer qui captivi moriantur quid hic interim decedic infinic redemp- 
roris munificenux2@ - ae = 7 re 
Placere mihi folet heic Moliei mei, viri clariffimi fatis apta fimi- 5- Artic. 
hirudo, illuftrandis, iluminandifque omnibas,. dawus.eft fol huic mun- ¢459204 
do; funt ramen ceci non pauct, func alii carcerum renebris damnati, | 
fomno fepulti fume alii: Parum fruuntur ifti-omnes folis benef cio, 

id hoc.ad magoum illud ac munificum Juminare 2 Oculati cuot- 
uoefunt, fubque die vigilante gaudent hac luce,: ilknfque radiis re- 
ecillantur ; pariter f¢ habet-cum morce Chrifti,cujus fructas * ripe 

pare(cit quidem omnibus meritorie’, non efficacicer :.in fe fufficic 
omnibus ; non-ommibus incerea five ad remifsionem five ad {alucem — 
applicatur 5 reconciliabile eft hac rarione cotum genus humanum; 
actu aurcem ucrecdncilierur, Quiddam aliud:infuper ‘requiriwur 3. 1m- 
pletio {cilicet'conditionis grattitt foederis, que in fide recipientis 
confiftic: Credunt aticem efficacifsima virrute hujus falvifice mortis . 
quorauor ad falucem ordinati func 5 hanc vero exprimendi formulam 
quod: parum ferre videaneur Theologi Palatins ; -hinc fit, quod Re- 
moriftrantiuns nonhullis (longiws-mulre quam par erat precedentibus ) 
contra-venire iftic fluducrint, utpote qui non'mericum modo fed ct 
‘efficaciam mortis Chriftt tort humano generi aétu communicare vide- 
antur 3; retamen ipfa fracres Palatixs de merico precioque mortis 
Chiifti infiniro, applicabili quidem univerfis ( fi poffent credere ) 7°%"-P@- 
mrtalibus, folis electis falutaritet applicatu idem nobifcum fentiunt. on sles 
Sed & cadem ipfa eft promiffionum infuper divinarum extenfio; per peas 
rotum terrarum orbem nemo homo eft, cui rion ifte libcre promulgari, propcf.25 
Se pofsine & debeant 5 occurrat mihi quivis vel Turcael Judeus , vel & 3. 
Fudus, Quidni ego fidéenter, & ferio illidixerim. Ira O homo, pro 
te morruus eft Chriftas, ut fi ge credideris certo falvaberis ; fed 
& omnium cadem plane ratio eft, que unius : Quicquid fir, ob de- 
fc Gum faluraris precit cerrum eft neminem. anquam periiffe nemi- 
nem unquam periarum $ fic ergo ( ur Theologi noftri Britaxni plene 
Se perfpicue) Chriftus pro omnibas mortus eft, ut omnes & fin- 
guli, mediante fide pofsint virtute #74" hujus , remifsionem pec- 
carorum, &¢ viram zrernam confequi;Sic prore'cCtis. morcuus cft, ut 
eX merito morris epus,fecundum erernum Dit bencplacieum, fpecia- 
liter illis deftinato,& fidem infallibelicer obtinc ait, & viram erernam. 
-- Breviter, ‘ita primum hune de motte; & meriso Chrifti — + 
s tractaits 


334 . | 
cractattiur plane habeas {cripruras, pawres, {criprores quofque .Ortho- 
doxos, tibi pleno.ore fufragantes | fed & Ecclefia noltra Anglicana 
ita hic cora tuaeft, ac fi iptiffima illus verba fuiffes ubique murh- 

. atus. a ee ae _ 

Secundum porto articu'um ( mee quidem judicio ) dici vix poteft 
folidiufne, an modeftius exegeris, fi quis alius in rota: Theologia, ille 
profecto.de reprobarione locus, lubricus eft ; inquo labi, & facile 
fit, 8¢ periculofum, tu vere ita caure iffic moviftipedem, uc neque . 
blandiores decreti zftimatores Quicquam, quod culpent , invenire 
poffint,’ nec feveriores, quod defiderent ; eo magis mihi mirandum 
videcur quid illud fic, quod cenfure (uz pretendere poffint {ciciffimi 
cavillorum artifices : Dicam certe quod res eft, torus ifte (uti ate 

-” .explicarur ) locus nihil aliud eft, quam fententiaram Doydracenarum 
~ accurata quedam contraCtiuncula-s in qua non fenfum. modo illiba- 

‘vam, fedcr: plerunqae, verba ipfiffima fatis curiofe retinuifti.: Qui 
fir ergo uc quibus illa Synodus in pretio eft, ram jufta ac fidelis ¢puf- 
dem difplicear epirome > Certe ni tu digicum intendas ego quid hx- 
reat nullus inveniam. Exum vero,, ¢llc quandam tf tionem , 
camque ab zrerno, quis dubicat ?. Sed & hanc reprobaionem, (qua 
-omnipotentis Dei aGum., f{pecat ) ejufdem effe quorundam, homi- 
-sum quos decrevit Deus in communi mifcria, in Quam fe fua culpa 
precipicarunt, relinqueres tandemaue non tantum propter infidelica- 
rem, fed etiam cercra omnia peccata, ‘ad declarationem: jufticiz 
fuce damnare,. &¢ zrernum punire 5 fic illi, culpa ergo & peccata, 
‘ta hic interveniune,uc pofitiva reprobatio ab{que his non fine fumma 
injuria,Deo artribuatur : Hoc eftquod w, ex Auguftino, Fulgentio , 
Profpero, ex omnibus Ecclefiarum confeffionibus, ex Orthedoxis 
quibufque authoribus, facili negotio eviceris : Merin ffimo ergo in- 
-ycherisin ilorum: explicationem , & figidam Sc plane iniquam, 
- quieledtioni liberz; 8 gratuite reprabationem abfoluram, ex mero. 
-oedio profectam opponendam cenfenr: Ecquod enim odir Deus 
" -preger peccatum > et proper peccatum ; non, in fe , creaturam 
-fuam 2 Hoc fane fepofito, vidi: Deus omnia quz fecerat, & bona 
-promuntiavit, quomodo vero fe wtSenan praftaret Deus fi hominem, 
qua hominem odio haberet $ Preibis ergo & wu mihi. verba ila, 
quibus cgo lubentifsime affentior, ut fumme pia, S¢ fuavifsima illa 

— .voxeft, nos gratiuco ex mera mifericordia, & beneplacito Dei fuiffe 

eleétos in Chrifto ad falusem, ita nec fatis pig nec-tolerabilis — 


~’ 


Mcrito perire alios, etiamfi in Adame non effent perditi, quoniam 
Deus ica prefecit Chrifium Ecclefie fux capur, ut in co fcrvemur, 
~Aon-ommnes, {cd qui fumus elcéti, Quod zelus hic tus, ut & boni cu- 
jufque exardefcar, ‘non hercle iniror ; Quid enim hocalinud eft, Aif 
tyrannidem quandam affingere mifericoraiffingo ‘Numini > Ab:oluta 
iplius in creaturam potentia quoufque fe extendar, nemo eft qut 
sdubicet + illam vero ut in hos ¢xerat, exerceatque Leus, qui cum 


_ ordinato jure cum hominibus agere decreverit, coties dilcctioncm 


e 


fuam, defideriamoue humanzf{alutis Prorcftatuscft, durius eft quam 
UC a quoquam Chriitiano cogitari debeat ; utinam vere odiofe bujuf- 
mod loquendi formule, auc nunquanr pio alicui, doctoque reformatz 
Religious profefluri cxcidiffent, aut fi aliquando tcmere a #ow 
excefitrint, ztcrnz oblivion’ damnace illico'fuiffent ; Hujufce fur- 
furis func incommode ill, ac incongruz locutiones, quas Theologt 
Dor dracexi, non paucl, rejici, Corrigique voluerunt 3 quod & cune 
temperis factum fuiffer,nifi quorundam exiftimationi forte plus numio 
fuiflee indulum 3 Qua de re largins aliquanco {cripfiad Collegam 
tuum clarifimum D. Crociwm; Liecras he Meas tecum fine dubio’ 
communicabit $ in cadem vos navi eftis nterque, egufdem confilé for- 
tes ut fitis, par eft, Interim, Analyfis hec ta (utin hac re(vendi 
facultate precellere te video ) {copo loci illius optime quadrare vi- 
‘derur, nec 4 quoquam merito impugnari poreft : Ur Scriprura tora, 
ita illa com ‘primis ad’ Romanos quod patrum doétiffimus olim ) 
plena eft fenfibus 5 vix dari poreft ita certa loci alieujus refolutio, 
= alia {atis commoda poffir, forrafsis fuperadjici: fais alii irene 
ententiis, ego tuam hanc loci conrexturata 8 explicationcm valde 
probo 5 fi quis contra mulsitcr, dic illi meo ( fivis ) nomine, carpere 
multo facilius effe quam emendare. Tu vero, vir ccleberrime, perge 
quod facis, fandtis hifcer, puifque laboribiis de Ecclefia Dei bene pro- 
Mereri; & (quod tibi ac tuis ex animo Bratulor) smomuidy inadfe | 
Precibufque tuis adjuva ae < 


-Dat.inPalla,. .. Devotifimum tibi in Doming 


: noftro Exsrt. oS ‘* Fratrem a¢ Symmyflam 
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_ MODEST OFFER 


, Some Meet Con SIDERATI ONS 
TENDERED | | 
To the Leaaned PROLOCUTOR, 
oe And to the reft of the Oo 
ASSEMBLY o& DIVINES 
. Met at WESTMINSTER. — 
ass G9 Earned and Reverend Brethren : If you be now ( as is 
a ant fuppofed ) upon the advife of a Forme of Church-Ge- 
SV B24 vernment ; Ibeleech you, inthe fear of God, fetting — 
SSFSYD fide all prejudice, torake into your fad thoughes thele 


" : " - Confiderations following. . ap 
It is (I perceive an nfual Prayer of many Preachers well affected: 


. to your Affembly, that God would now ( after 1600. years uni- : 


verfal praGife of the whole Church of Chrift, upon earth) fhew: 
you the patterne in the mount 3 asf, after fo Jong and perfect ine 
quifitions, there could be any new difcoverics of the forme chat was,. 
or fhould be ; wherein, I fuppofe their well-meaning is not alitde | 
injurious beth co the known truth, and to you-: for, .what revelati- 
Ons can we expeét thus late: or what monuments of cither . Sctip- 
ture, Or hiftory can now be hoped tobe brought co light, which ycur 
cyes haye not feen, and former.ages have not inquired into : Surely, .. 
ye well know, there ¢an be but thefe three forms of Church-govern- ° 
ment, poflibly devifed 5 Either by Bifhops, or by Precbytcries, se 
| ao : y 


ww a 
_—~er are @® s ¢ 

* @ 
ware wee ee owe 
FS fs 2 

o-_- e 

€ 

. - 


_ | on 337 
by che multitude of feveral and {cle& congregations: Every of which, 
have both cheir aberrors, and cheir adverfaries ; The firtt hath al) 
times, and places, fince the dayes of the blefied Apoftles, till this” 
agc, to ftand for ic; The fecond hath the late perfecuted, reformed 
Church of Frazce, ( whicti never defired, or meancto make their 
; neceffitated forme, a pacterne for ethers ) ‘the Netherlands , and 

Scotland, for precedents of it ; The chird hath the Minifters of Ner- 


——- and their Affociates, opting ftyled by the name of 
INDEPENDENTS, vchemiently contending for ie : The ‘adverfa- 


ries of every of chefe are as.well known, asthcir friends ; and the 
oie pleas, which every of chem makes for ic felf, are as well known as 
| either. Sead bs : - 
* I {uppofe ig 1S yet res sptegra 3 elfe, Ifhould lay my finger upon 
my lips; Both. the Houfes of Parliament, your Affernbly” ile ed 
. whole Kingdome, ftand yet free, eae to any. part : For . 
the National Covenant ( asit is interpreted by fome of your felves, : 
| and thofe orher Divines. whofe allowed Sermons have commented : 
upon ic ) intends not to abjure, and difclaime Epifcopacic, as fuch’; 
buc only bends againft the whole prefent fabrick of Government , as 
ic is built on thefe Arches, thefe Pedeftals 5 fo asifitbe taken afun- 
| der from thofe (fome of them, not neceflary) appendances, you — 
are no way forftalled in your a sam againft it ;.nor any other, 
| that hach lift up his hand in thisfolemn Covenant... . so us 
- *> ‘That I may nor urge the Latine Tranflation of the fame Covenane, . os 
printed and fent abroad to the Low-Counhtries and Frame, and o- | 
cher Churches, which ran only upon tyramcum regimen Epifeoporum; 
that onely the Tyrannical Government of che prelates, noc their fa- 
therly and brotherly preeminence, is there abjured. | = 
Your wifdomes know well how to .diftinguith beewixt a Calling, 
-and the -abnfes of the execution thereof ; betwixt the main fubftance 
ofa Calling, and che circumftantial and feparable appurtenanc¢s 
thereunto ; from which itmay be devefted, and yer ftand ir- 


‘ties e. oe ¢ oe, | a ro a 
__ Efhotld be a flarterer-of the times paft ( which is not often fecn) 
if Ifhould take upon me to juftifie, or approve of all the eee 

~ of fome that have been entrufted with the keyes of Ecclefiaftical Go- 
-vernment : or to blanch over the Cerruprions of Confiftorial Officersy = ? 
.in both chefe, there was fawk — to ground both. es : 
a ee | : pz. an 
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- and Reformation ; and, mayrhatman never profper, tha¢ defires 
not an happy Reformation of what ever hath been; or is amifs is 
the Church of God ; but this] offer to your ferious confideration, 
whether Epifcopacie, {tripped of all circumftances that may be juft- 
~. Byexcepred againft, andreduced to the Primitive eftate, may nor 
be thought a torme, both better im it felf, and more fit for thes King- 
dome and Church, ther cither of che other. 
How ancient it is, Lneed not appeal ro any but your felves, who 
_ do well know, that rhere was never yet any Hiftory of the Charch, | 
_. wherein there was not fall mention made of Bifhops, as the only 
Governers thereof ; neither can any learned adverfary deny,, thae 
they have continued, wich the general allowance of Gods Church 
from the very Apoftolick times, untill chis prefent age. And whe- 
ther itcan be fafe, and, lye not open to much {candal, to exchange 
fo ancient an infticusion hitherto perpetuated to rhe Church, fora 
new, where no cor bese us, judgeye. | 
How univerfal ic is, being the only received government of all che 
Chriftian Churches over the face of the whole earch, ( excepting 
 onely chis {mall {port.of our neighbourhood) ye knew as well, as 
the undoubted relation of the Chrsftranographie can tell you : and how 
-unfafe ic may be, to depart from the forme of all the Churches, 
that profefle the name of Chrift, ( who do all fubmit themf{elves te 
Bifhops, or Superintendents, except the fure-excepred ) I leave té 


your py judement. | : 
- _: Befides, how Epifcopacie is, and hath long beer fetled in this 
‘Kingdome, and (asit were } incorporated mto it; and enwoven 
-into the municipal Lawes of this Land, fo as that it cannot be utterly 
removed, without much alteration in che whole body of our Lawes; 
#5 a matter well worthy of not the leaft canfideration. 5 
-+ Bat, all chefe would yer feem light upon the Balance,-if there 
Were notan intrinfecal worth in ‘the infticition ic felf, thae mighe 
fay with you : ‘Fhe covenant bindes to the indeavours of fuck a Go- 
_ ¥ernment, as is according tothe Word of God, and the. example 
‘of the beft Reformed Churches. ‘And-now, Jerme appeal to your: 
_own hearts, and che hearts ofall judicious and: epeeiidicied Rea. 
_ders, whecher che rules:of Church Government, laid forth in the 
- Epiftles to Timothy and Titi, do not fuppofe, and import that very 
-Ptoper jurisdiGion, which is daimed by Epifcapacy ac ee ei : 
os | . a — - Which 
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os Which, ifit were hot intended to be left asa perfc& patterne to 
fcceffion 3 the whole Church of Chrift fhould havebeen lett in tke 
a dark, without any direCtion for the fucceding adminiftration thereof: 
Thofe. charges are plainly given, not to many, bur to one; anddo 
. molt maniteftly imply,not a parcy, but preeminence and power. + 
- And if che example of the beft Churches muft carry ic: What 
. Church could be more pure, and more fic for our imication, then 
4A the Primitive 2, And ¢hat pare of t¢ which immediately followed the 
Lf Apoftles of our blefled Saviour Jefus Chriftz And do not you full well 
: know , ehae cur Hiftories, and unqueftionable Authors name the 
bi men, whom thofe Apoftics, by impofition of hands, ordained to 
| this funétion 2 Do nor /gnatins, Freneus, Tertullian , Polycrates , E- 
efipps, Clemens, Eufebins, Ferome inftance inthofe perfons, who 
cae at each other in thofe firit Sees > If ycurtcll me of the diffc- 
sence betwixe che Epifcopacte of shofe firft Ages of the Church, and 
: +S that of the prefene times 3 I doe willingly yield ir, bur, wichall, I 
| muftadd, that it & not in any ching effentiall to the calling, bur in: 
matters outward, and meerly adventitious ; the abarement whercof 
( if ic fhould be found'needful ) diminifheth nothing from the fub- 
| ftance of char holy inftiration 3 What can be more expreffe , chen, © 
_- anche ancieneeft of them, the Blefled Martyr, Jesatiw, che menti- 
on of the chree diftin& degrees of Bifhops, Presbyters, Deacons ; 
encharged with rheir feveral duties which were yet never intermitred 
|. - and leefall to chisprefent day ; How frequently, and vehemently 
' - doth he in his genuine Epiftles ( rwice inthatto the Epbefans ) call 
: - for duc fubjection to the Bifhops and the Preseyteric? How diftinét!y 
ie “doth he in his Epiftle to the Afagnefians, name ther Bifhop, Dama; 
és. heir. Presbyrers, Baffas, Appollonins , Stephanas ? How doth he 
in his Eniftle 4d Trallanes {et forth the Bifhop # 6a +3 swreictho, and 
~) * and che Presbyrery,, 4 ewlne Ow, &c. And ifany man hall be fo 
a unjuftly fcrupulous, as to call into queftion rhe credit of chis graci- 
ous Author, (referved, no. doubr, by a f{pecial providence, for the 
; - conviction of the Schifmes of thefe laff times) therein our-doing 
, _ Vedehus hieafelf, ¢ who: ftourly afferteth fome of thefe Epiftles,, 
‘ _ whiles he rejeéts others as {uppofizirious ) let him catt his cyes upon Tremads 
wf (the nolefs famous, and holy Martyr, and Bifhop, Polycarpes 3.who vp 
-P, €a8 freneus, anunqucftionable Auchor tells us, one, whofe eyes peref-J. 
_becheld thar Saine ) did. not emly. converfe with chofe acer 3. 0. 3. 


ra 
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~~ Chriit, bur alfo was bythe Apoftles conflicured in 2f4, Bifhop of 
~ the Church of Smyrza, Lerhim, if he can, deny Cyprsan the holy 
Martyr and Bifhop of Carthage, writing familiarly to the Presbyrers, 
and Deacons there ; fometimes gravely reproving-them 5. fome- 
times fatherly admonithing them.of rheir duties ; in divers of his 
Epiftles. Ler him deny, thachis conternporany Cornelia, Bifhop 

of Rome, acknowledgeth 46. Presbyrcrs cammicted by che Catho- 
lique Church, to hischarge: Shortly , let. him, if he ftick at chis- 
truth, deny chat there wasany Chniftian Church of old, any Hi- 
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- All Which duly confidered, I would fain-know. whar reafon can 
be fhewed,why that ancient,yea firft government by the Bifhop and 
his Presbytery,received,and with all good apprebation aid fuccefle, 
~ ayfedin the Primitive Church , and derived ¢ though not wichout 
fore faulty omiffions, and intertexuires, which may cafily be reme+ . 
died )-untill this prefent day, fhould nor rather take place ; then a 
overnment lately, and occafionally raifed up in the Church, for 
Ne necefficy, or convenience of fome fpecial places , and perfons 5 

wvichout any intention of an univerfal tule and prefcription. =. 
If you fhall fay that this Government. by Bifhops hath been 
found, by fad expérience, hichetta, a blockin the way of perfeét 
Reformation, deftruétive to the power of Godlinefs, and pure Ad- 
miniftration of rhe Ordinances of Chrift ;- give me leave to anfwer ; 
‘Thar, firft, I fear, the Independent pate, will bg aprro fay no lefs 
of the Presbyterian 3 boldly prefling their defects, both in conftiru- 
tion, and practile 5 and publiquely averririg, the cxquifitely-reform- 
ed way to lye berwixt che Ep:fcopsl, and Calvenian, which they have 
had the happirtefs co light upon ; neither: warte there thefe , who, 
upon challenge of further illuminarion, ‘tax thofe Semi-{eparacifts,as 
ccommning far coo flaogt of. that -perfe&tion of Reformation, which 

themfelveshave arrained, 7 
_ Secondly. Imuft, in the fear of God, befeeah you here to make 
ufe of chat neceffary diftin&tion, baswixtCallings, and Perfons.; for 
icofcentimes falls our, rhat the gs juftly fuffers for rhar, 
whereof only the Perfon is‘guilty 3 Ler che Calling be never fo holy, 
and the rules of Adminiftrarion nevet fo wife, and perfc&; vee ‘if 
_. the perfon, .in whofe cruft chey-are, be either negligent, orcdrrupr, 
orimpotent in ordering his paffions and catriage; ic cannoe be bue 
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all things muft go amifs, and much diforder and confufion mutt 
needs follow rorhe Church of Ged ; and iffuchhath been the cafe: 
in (ome late'times, why fhould the blame be !aid upon the calling, | 
which both is innocent , and -might have been better improved # 
Give me a Bifhop ( fuch there have been, and fuch there are, Ice 
D, Potter the late Bifhop of eS for inftance, be one’) that is 

‘truely confcionable, pious, painful, zealousin promoting the glory 
of God, ready toencuurage a}} faichful Preachers , and to cenfure — 
and correét the lazie, and {candalous ; ‘carefull of thé duc impofiti- 

on of his hands 3 meck and unblameable in all his carriage 3 and now 
~ fell me how the government of fuch an one (regulated by the Holy — 
and wholfome Lawes of our Church ) can be faid to be obftructive 

~ to the fucceffe of the Gofpel, or to deftroy rhe power of Godlinefs 2 
certainly; if all be not fuch, the fault isin che mens their Calling 
doth not only admit of, but incites them to ail vertue and goodne(ss - 
whereof if they be defective, ler the Perfon take off che blame from: 
the Function. | =e 2 aos : 3 

- Neither doubt Ito affirme, that ic may well be made good, thae 
the perfecteft Reformation, which the Church of God can be capa- . 

: ble of, here uponearth, may confift with Epifcopacy, fo regulated, 

- as ir maybe, if irpleafe the High Court of Parliament to pitch upon 

"thar courfe : And indeed how can it be conceived, char the careful 

; infpeétion of one conftant, prudent, and vigilant overfeer , fuper- 
added ro a grave and judicious Presbytery, fhould be any hindrance 

— ¢a the progrefs of godlinefs ? Efpecially, when he is fo limited by 

~ the bounds of good lawes and conftitutions, that he cannot run our, _ 
without the danger of a juftcenture ; There are already many excel- 
fent rules of Government, ifthey were awaked’, and aGuated by: 
full authority 3'and, where ‘there is any deficiency , more mighe 
be cafily added tq make the body of Church Lawes compicte. 
‘To give’a raft of what may be effected, with very littleornoal- 
écration of one Forme.of Government to another.© = . 
> Yretriembred-one of our Brethren of Scotland, in a Difcourfe rend- 
me to the advanctig éf the Presbyrérian way, tells us, thar Dr. 

_ Afontagae, the Yate worthy Bifhop of #iuchefter,asked King James of 

— bheffed memory, (whofe fweer affabilicy the. world well knew ) 
Haw it came about, that there were fo few herefies, and evrors: of ds» 
Brine; broathed, and profecnted x te -the publique difturdance. of tie: 


Church, 
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Churcl of Scotland 2 Unto which, the wile and Jearned King ‘is faid 
~ gohave returned this Anfwer 3 That every Pari bath ther Pator, - 
ever pref ent with them, and watching ever thems That. the Pator 
hath bis Elders and Deacons, forted with bim; That he, with them,. 
once aweck, meets at afettime and place, for the cenfure of manners, ar 


what ever diforder falls out ithe Parifh 3 fo as be, by this means, perfed- 


lyknowes bis flock and every abberration of them, either 12 matter of opi- 
pion, or prasife: Andlest any Error, or Herefe may feize nponthe Bs- 
Stor ; they have their Presbyterses, conpsting of feverall Shrivalties, 
which mect together in the chiefe Town or Csty next to them, every week 
alfo once ; and have there thetr exercife of Prophefying 5 after which, the 
Moderator of the fard meeting asks and gathers the judgments of atl the fard 
Paitors, concerning the doGrine then delicered, ery of any other doubtfull 
point, thas is then and there propourded 5 And if the fard Presbyters be . 
divided in thesr opivions, thew the queflion 18, under an snjoyned filence, 
pat over to the xext Synod which $6 beld twice a year; wato that all the Pa- 
Hors of that Quarter, or Province,duely refortsaccompanted withtoeiy El- __ 
ders the Moderator of the former Sypod begins the AMen 5 then 4 new 
Moderator  chofen for the prefent, or ( as st feldome falls out ) the lat 
Moderator, Ly Voices, coptinued. | 
Any Queftion of daubt being propofed, ts either decided by that meeting, 
or-( if it cannot be fo done) ts, with charge of flence, referved tall the 
National Synod , or General Affensbly 3, which they hold every year once : 
Whither come not the Paftors onely, but the King bimfelf, or bis Commifi- 
oners ; and fame of all Orders and Degrees, [uffistently authorized for 
the determining of any controver fie, oa arife among ft then. Thus he. 
“And certainly chis bears the face of a very fair and laudable courfe, 
and fuch, as deferves the approbation of all che wel-willers to. that 
di(cipline:But ler me adde,that we either have, or may have, ( in this 
very fame {tate of things, with fome {mall variation ) in effet, the 
fame Government withus ; only there wants fome care and life in 
their execution, which might, wichout much diffiaulty, be redrefled; 
. Every Parith hath, or by Laweoughe to have theic Minifter ever pre- 
fent with chem 3 and carcfully watching over them, Inftead then of 
“their Paftor, Eldersand Deacons 5 we have in every Parifh, the 
Minifter, whether a Reétor, or Vicar ; Churchwardens, Queftmen, 
or Sidemen, and Qverfcers for zhe Poor ; arid in places.ef, any emix - 
mence, aCurate or Affitent to the ReGtor, who is a ae . 
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Jeaft; Thefe may, andought, andin fome places do duely mece 
togerher, every weck, on a fet day in their Veftry 5 and decide fuch 
differences as happen amongft them ; and may well be en joyned, to. 
_ gake notice of fuch abufes and mif-demeanours, as.arc incident inte 
their Parifh, for their fpeedy reformation,within the Verge of theig -. 
— own powcr. ae a - La 
Jn ftcad of their Presbyteries, confifting of fcveral’ Paftors, we 
have our number, and combination of Minifters, in che Divifions of 
our feveral Deanries ; under which are ranged all the Minifters 
within that circuit ; Over whom the Rural Dean ( ashe is called) 
is every year chofen, by the faid Mintfters of that divifion, as their 
moderator, for the- year enfuing ; whofe office ( if ir were carefully 
- Jooked unto, and reduced to the original inttintion ) might be of 
fingular ule to Gods Church; This Deanry, or Presbytery, con- 
fifting of feveral Paftors, maybe injoyned to meet together every 
moneth, or oftner (ifit feem fit infome City or Town next unto 
them ; and may there have their exercife of prophefying, as I have 
‘known it practiced in fome parts of this kingdomsand as it is carnc{t- 
Jy withed and recommended, by that excellently-Learned Lord r+ 
rulame, late Lord Chancelour of England, in his prudent confice- 
tions : andthen,and there, may endeavour te decide any doubrsthar 
may arifein their feveral Parithes ; cither concerning the doctrine 
of their Minifter, or {cruple in cafcs of confcience and may tranfaa& 
any publique bufincffe that may concerne their whole divifion ;Butif 
any fuch matter or queftion fhould arife, as their divided opinions 
cannot fully determine; ic may ( under charge of filence ) be 
pur over to a More publique mecting ; whichis the Synodal affem- 
bly of the Clergy held twice a year, under rhe moderation (hither- 
to ) of the Archdeacon ; and if there the qiicftion fail, of a full de- 
termination, itis, Or may be referred, ( with like filence and pcacc > 
to a Diocefan Synod, which may be held every year once ;. under - 
the prefidency of the Bifhop 3 and if yet the decifion come not 
_ home, it may be referred eo the determining of a Provincial Synod, 
~ -er yer higher, toa National : So as in thefe cafes of dovbrs, or er- 
rors, if men would not be wanting to rhemfelves, nothing necds | 

~~ to be wanring in the ftare we.now ftand in, to the fafery, we happi- 
nc fle of our Church. , | 
_ For matter of ordination of Minifters ; the former. manne 
te ~Qq - | } Of 
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ef our Church have deeply enjoyned the prefence, and -affiftance 
of thofe, who, by: their original infticucions, are the Presbytery of. 
the Bifhup, at, and in, the examination, and allowance of the per- 
fons ro be ordained ; requiring alfo, che joint-impofition of thofe 
hands, which attefted che fufficiency of the faid Examinants 3; not ” 
 withouc a fevere fanétion of two years fafpenfion, of the a of Or- 
- daining, to pafie upon any Bifhop, or Suffragan, that fhall be found: 
failing in any of the particulars ; the qualification of thcfe chat are 

~ to bé ordained, isin our Canons already fet forth, with much cau- 
tion ; forcheir age, their degrees, their abilities, the teftimony of | 
their holy converiation 5 neither needI doubr +o affirm, thar he,. 

whe ( befides all other eircumftances of Education ).isable to give a 
good account of his faith in Latine, according to the received Arti- 
cles of che Church of England, andto confirme the fame by. fuffici-. 
ent teftimonies, out of the holy Scripture, may be thoughe compe- 


rently fir,(for matter of knowledg ) to enter upon. che firf& ftep of. ,. 


Deaconfhip 5; which the wifdome of the Church hath (according to 
the Apoftles rule ) appointed (not withoura fufficient diftance of 
_ time ) in way of probation, to the higher order of Miniftery ; for-- 
bidding co give both orders at once 3 and requiring, that he, who. 
is ordained | Deacon, fhal! continue a whole year, at-lcaft in thar 
ftation, except, upon fome weighty reafons, it hall feem fic co the 
Bifhop, to contract che time limited: and, left there {hould be any. 


fubreprion in this facred bufinefs, iris Ordcred, thacthefe Ordinati-. | 


ons fhould be no o¢her then folemn,both in refpe@ of time & place 5 
_neither ought they co be, nor in fome piaces are , without a publick. 
precognization of lawful warning affixed upon the Cathedral Church: 
door, where the faid Ordination fhall be celebrated ; and.over.and 
befides che charge, chat none fhall be admitted ro be a Candidate 

_ ofholy Orders, but he who brings fufficienc reftimonials of his good 
-life and converfation, under the feal of fome Colledg in Camlridge 
or Oxford, orofthrec, or four grave Minifters, together with the 
fub(criprion and tcftimony of other. credible ‘perfons 5 who have 
known his life 8 bchaviour, by the {pace of rhree years next befores: 
itis well known co you, chae before the aé& of ordination there is 
~ publique Proclamation made to the whole Affembly, thar if any- 
man knowes any crime or impediment in any.of the perfons prefent- 
ed, for whichhe ought not to be ra that he fhould a 

| | os | - fort 
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forthand declare it before any hand be laid upon his head, for his 

fulladmiffion. | - , 
Norwichftanding all which care of our dear Mother the Church 

of England 5 if ir fhall be thought meet, char any furcher act of Try- 


al, thall paisupon thofe, which are fuitors for Ordination, how ea- 


fily may it be ordered, that at the monethly (or, ifneed be > More 
frequent ) meeting of the Minifters, within the fame Presbytery , 
ot Deanry 5 they may be appointed to make tryal of their gifts, and 
undergoe fuch further examination of their abilities > as-shall be 
thought requifite, ere they fhall be prefented, and adanicred bythe ' 
Bifhop, and his Presbytery to that holy fun@ien, | 

. And whereas itis much ftood upon, that it is meet the people, 
( whofe fouls muft have right inhim, to whole tuft they are com: 
mitted ) fhould have fome hand in their confent to thar Pafter, by 
whom they mutt be fed ; it mutt be faid, that befides their devolu- 
tion of their right to the patron, who, as their truftec > prefents a 
Minifter for them, it may be no prejudice at all so the Power which 
by Law and inheritance is fetlea upon the patron, that the perfon 
whom his choife pitches upon, be appoimed beforehand to preach, © 


Chora trial ) to that Congregation to which he is fo defigned; and 


if eicher for his voice, or other juft exceptions he be fonnd 4 nmeet. 
orthem, shat another, more fic ma be recommended by the faid 
Patron to the place ; bur if through faction, or felf-will, or Partia- — 


. lity, the multitude fhall prove peevith, and faftidious, they may, in 
.  fuchacafe, be over-niled by juft authoricy. F 


As for matter of cenfures, it may not be denyed, that there hath 
been great abufe in the managing of them, both upon Ecelefiattical 
perfons, and others: fufpenfion of Minifters upon flisht,and infuffi- 
cient.caufes , both ab officio, and bexefisio, hath been too rife in fome 
placcs of lareer times’; and the dreadful fente nce of excommunicati- 


_ ont hath too frequently, and sag py pafled upon light and trivial 
Pp 


matters : How happy were ir, ifa eedy courfe may be taken, for 


- the prevention of this evil 3 In the conference at Hampron-Coart, a 
- Motion was ftrongly made’ ta. this purpofe, bue wichour cfc 5 if 
_ the wifdom of the prefent Parliament thal! fetrle fome other wa 
for the curbing of contumacious offences againft Church-authority, | 


it will be an a& worthy of theirxcare and puftice. In the mean time, 


as for this, and all other. Exelefiaftical Proceedings it may 


Qq2 With 
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a D 
with much facilicy, and willing confeng of all parts, be ordered,that 
the Bifhop fhall not rake upon him, ro infli& cither his, or any o» 
ther.important cenfure , without the concurrence of his Presbytery; 
which fhall be a means ( in all likelyhood ) to prevent any inconves 
nicnec thac may arife from che wontcd way of Judicature. | 

As for the co-affeffion of a Lay-presbyrerv, in fwaying thefe af: 

~ fairs of Church-government ; Ye weli know how new tc is 3 fome 
of voumight have been acquainted with the man thar brouzhr it 
firft intoany part of this {land 3 and what ground thcre is forir, ei- 
ther in Scripture, or antiquicy,| appeall to your judgment -: Surcly-the 
late learned Author of the Counfail for the reforming the Church 
of Englasd,( although otherwi‘e a vehement aflertor of the French 

. Difcipline ) ingenucufly confefleth, that however thofe Protcftanrs 
which live under Popith Goverrours, have done wifely, in deputing 
fome choife men, fele&ed out of their congregations, whom they 
call Elders, to fhare with their paftors, in the caré and management 
of Ecclefiatticall : affairs; Yer thofe Proteftant Churches which 
live under. the Sb ageate ‘of Protcftant Princes, may with the 
fafty of thofe refpeAs,. which mutually. intercede betwixt Paftors: 
and People, forbear any fuch deputation : for. as much, as. the {u- 
preme Magiftrate, cransferrs ( fer.the moft part ) to himfelf, thar 
which is the wonted charge of thofe depured Elders; coneluding, 
that chofe men, do tre lofe thetr labour who fo bufily indea- 
vour on the one fide, to difprove the antiquity. of the Lay-Elder- 
fhi>; and, onthe other, by weak proofes to maintain, ( clean-con= 
trary to the mind of the Apoftle ) that rhe tcxe of Saint Paul (1 Tim, . 
5-17.) is ta be ufderftood of Pattors, and Lay-Elders;:Tkus he ; . 
wich what fair-probability, Ileaveto your judgment. = . 

Neither isit any intention of mine to meddle with any piece 
of that. government, which obtaineth in other the Churches of | 
God ; but oncly, tocontribure my poor opinion, concerning the 
now-to-be-ferled affairs of ourown., ts 

What fall I need to fuggeft unto you the dangerous under- 
workings of other Seéts ? fecretly indevouring to {pring’their hidden 
mines to the.overthrow beth of the ene government, and the o- 
_ther; whereof, withopr {peedy- remedy, perhaps ic will be too 
lace co complain ; no doubt, the wifdom, and auchority of that 
great Senace ( whom ye.alfo ferve te advife ) will forthwith: —_ | 

| meet oy : poie 


nt 
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pofe itfelfro rhe prevention of thofe mifchiets, which the- varicry 
ot chefe heretics, and fects (though fome of chem cloaked with 


the faire(t pgerences ) threaten to this poor Church : Iris no boor 
for me co tell you; that the lefs difunion there is, the more ground of 


fafery; and that where the holy purpofes of Reformation may be 


effected, withthe leatt change, chere muft necds be rhe moft hope. 

of accordance. - a: os 
The reft co the wife application of the powerfull and- judicious 5 

It isenough for me to bave thus boldly fhot my bole amongft you; _ 

and to have thus freely difcovered my honeft, and wel meant 


" - thoughts co fo able judgments 3 What want in my poor indevours 


{hall be fupplyed wich my prayers, that God would be pleafed to. 
compofe all our mifcrable diftractions, and co put an happy iflue, to 


_ the long and perilous agirations of thts wofully cotrering and bleed- 


ias C:urch and Kingdome Which the good God of Heaven. 


_ youchfafe ro grant for his great mercies fake, and for the fake of . 


the dear Son of his love Jefus Chrift, the Jult. Amen. , 


"s | Septemd. 126: ° ; ee S 
1644. ora 
| | Philalethirenaeus. - 
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Certaine 


-IRREFRAGABLE : 
PROPOSITIONS 


| WORTHY OF 
. SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. 


By 7. H. B. of Exon. 
) 


| anjely- 


e 2 ’ 
. 


Ti is nO lawfull-O2'h that is not attended with 7rsth,. Fuitice and 
Judgement, Jer. 4. 2. the firjt whercof requires that che ching 


{worn be true: the fecond, chat itbe jul; che third, that it be not 


. * undue, and unmect to be {worn and undertaken. 


36 


Prowsffory Oath which is to the certain pore of another 
Mans right, cannot tbe attended with Jaftice. 


4. 


Ne ei of another mans. righe canbe fo ney and 
fintull, as that prejudice which i is done to the right of publi- 


| ie and Soveraign Authority. 5. 


SS O man may nats or induce ance man to ais “n=: 


form, 


: | 349° 


o Pc a 
e —_ . 5° 


He right of Soversiga Authority is highly prejudiced, when 

— fubjects ineroach upon ie 3and fhall, upon fufpicion 
of the difavowed intentions; or actions of their Princes, combine, 
and bind themfelves to enaét, eftablith, or alter apy “Matters con- 
cerning Relsgsos , without ( and therefore much more if againft ) 
the authority of their Lawful Soveraign, | > 


6,° 


| Man is bound in Conftience to reverfe and difclaimthat which 


he was induced walamfully to ingace himiclf by Oath to ger- 


vo 7. 


ATO oath 1s, Or can be of force, that is made acainft a lapfull oath — 

| formerly taken ; (0 as he chat hath {worn Alle eance to his Sove- 

| reign and thereby bcund himfelf co maintain the right, power, 
an 

tyed ro do oughe that may tend ro the infringement thereof: and if > 

he have fo ryed himfelf, che Obligation is, ipfo fase, void and fru- 


authority of his {aid Soveraign, cannot by any fecond oath, be 


{trate.. 


AD 


a sendgmees cendt 
Copotvarte, 


, 
‘ 


F therefore any fworn Sub je {hall by pretenfes and perfwafions,. 


be drawn to bind himfelfby Oath or Covenant, ro determine, 


_ eftablith, or alrer any a& concerning matter of Religion, without, or 


again{t the allowance of Sever sign Authority, the 44 is anlawful and 


unjult, and the party {0 ingaged is bound in con{cience to reverfeand ine 


renaunce his faid act : Otherwife (befides the horrible fcandal which 
he {hall draw upon Religien ) he doth manifeftly incurr.the fin of the 
breach of the third and fife Commandcments, ae 


‘.  Twe 


CORE UIERITE? oe 


Queena - Ta id ced 3) 


Two, as undoubted Propofitions concerning 
. :Church-government, | 


4: 


Ie 


‘®\ "Oman living, no Hiltory, can thew any well-allowed and fer- 

led Natioxall Church in the whole Chriftian World, chat hath 

been governed otherwife then by Bifbops, ina meet and moderate 

imparity, ever fince che times of Chrift and his Apoftles, untill 
this prefent Age, = 


N° man living, fo record of Hiftory can fhew any Lay-Presbyter 
- . thar ever was in the whole -Chrifltwn Church, untill chis prefent 
“4 50. i : = - 
Bee 2 “a 


+ “CoRouvanrte. 


FE men would as cafily learne as Chriflian. wifdlome can teachthem, 
co diltinzuith berwixr calings and _perfons,. berwixt ‘the J ub flance - 
of callings, andthe not necejary aypendaacesof them, betwixt the 
rules o: Gruersment, and the errorsof Execution,’ thc{e ill-raifed quar- 
_ els would dye alone. 7 2 


Da pacem Domine. 
et Amen, 


VIA MEDIA. 


The way of Peace 


| IN THE 


FIVE BUSY ARTICLES 


Commonly known by the Name of 


‘ARMINIUS. 


TOUCHIN Go 
. Predeftination, 
. The Extent of Chrifts Death. 
Mans Free-will and corruption. 
. The manner of our conver fion te God, 
: Perf everance. 


2 a ee 


| Wherein is laid forth fo fair an Accommodation of the different. 


Opinions as may content bor a and j — happy accord, 


cieicieneieaiaiaaaiials 


a. 
IRE SEER 


By 7. H. D. of W ie 


Tr A 


) LON D ON, 
| Printed i in the Year MDCLX. 


SLE NOTE AS ELIT LTO. ee 
7 i) 


x 


cece its, eine Td 


~~ 


aa 


e 
° 
‘ 
* ~ 
= 
' { 
~ 
e 
. 
s o 
Ld 
' 
 ¢ 
« 
. 
‘ 
‘ . 
rn oe 
LY) 
2 
, 
* ‘ 
.) 
e * a 
. . 
U 
. - 
e 
- . 
e- P : 
t 
~_ le 
t 
-~ 
t 
. 
3 ae 


suse. oe sets es as 


- 


353 


TO THE 


K IN G. Ss 
— _ Moft Excellent Mausre. 7 


Mayi it plealbyou Ma; hey | : 
paar Benen needs no pial Spirit to difcern by 
afmallClond, that thereis «Storm comming 
“SS towards our Church, fuch a one, as fball 
not only drench our plumes, but fbake onr 
peace. Already do we fee the Skiethicken, aud hear the 
~ winds whiftle hollow afarr fr and feel all the Prefa~ 
ges of a Tempeft, which the late example of our Neigh- 
bours bids us fear. It beets netto perfwade your Ma- 
jefty to betake your felf. te your. Chariot, ta outride the — 
flowre, fince your gracious compa(|con would not be wil. 
ling to put off the fe enf e of a common evill: Rather let me - 
take boldnefs to implore your Majefties feafonable pre- 
wention ; Only the powerfull breath of your Soveraign 
authoyity can difpell thefe Clouds, and clear eur Hea- 
wen, andreduce an happy Calme. In the mean time 
give leave to your well meaning Servants, to contrie 
bute their beSt wifhes to the common Tranquillity. I fee 
every Man ready -to-ranke bimfelf unto a fide, and to 
draw inthe quarrel he affecteth : Lfeeno Man tbrufting 
 bemfelf between them, and either holding, or joyning 
their hands for peace : This good ( however thanklefs) 
Rr a = 


354 | : = - 

office I have here boldly undertaken, foewing how un- 
juftlywe are divided, and by what means we may be 
made, and kept entire. A project ( which if it may re- 
ceive life, and light from your gracious eyes, and fball 
by your Royall command be drawn into fpeedy prattife ). 
promifeth to free this noble and flonrifbing Church from 
a perilous -inconvenience, ‘Let it be no difparagement to 
foimportant a motion, that it falls from fo mean a hand, 
then which, yet none can be more fyncerely confecratéd to 
| the i ervice of your Majefty and this Church, the mu- 
tuall bappinefs of both which, is dearer then life to 


Your Majefties mofthumble, 
and faithful devoted Subject 


and Servant f 


% 


Jos. HALL. 
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THE 


Firft Article — 


GODS PREDESTINATION. 


e mutt receive Gods pro- 

mifes in fuch wife as 

they be generally fer forch ro us 

in holy Scriptures, and in our 

doings, that will of God is to 

be followed, which we have ex- 

preffely declared unto usin the 
Word of God. 


7 Artic. ef the Chu. 17. 


Eft ceneralis, © conditrenata 
voluntas, few generalis proms (fio E- 
vangelica,@'s. decens promi ffienes 
divinas fic ampleftendas effe, ut o- 
bis in facris literss generalster pro- 


— ipefite funt. - 


D. Overal. de 5. Artic.in Bel- 
gio coatroverfs. Art. I. 


SES Harfoever God, 
aS who is the God 
of cruth, hath in- 
Neue gaged him(clf by 

promife to do, 


‘the fame he undoubtedly hath 


willed, and 
perform, 
2. There is no Son of Adan, 


to whom God harh not promi- 
fed, that, if he fhall believe in 


will accordingly 


he fhall be faved. 


_ Chrift, repent, and perfevere, 


3. This generall, and un- 
doubred will of God, muft be 


equally proclaimed to all Meén 


through che World without ex- 
ception, and ought to be fo re- 
ceived, and believed, asic ts by 


him publifhed, and revealed. 


Eft quidem decretum hoc: appuntistivum falutis omnibus ex aque, 0 1n- 
difcriminatim promeulgandum, Theol. Britan. Derdrec. 1m Ass Synod) tw 


The pious beteredox. Thef. I. 


2 
a 


- Gratiam: 


ON OP AITO OL 
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Gratiam communem © fufficien- 


_ tem in medits drvinitas ordinatts, 


fi bomines verbo Des Sptrituique 
fandle deeffe noluerint (FC. 
D, Overal, Artic. 1. 


In Ecclefia, whi juxta promiffurs 
hoc Evangelii, falus ommibus offer- 
tur, cael adminiSratiogratic que 
fufficet ad comvuincendos omnes tm- 
peaitentes & incredulos, quod [us 
culpa Volustaria, C vel negletuy 
vel contempte Evangeltt perierint, 
CO oblatum Leneficium amiferint. 
Theol. Britan, Derdrac.de Art, 2. 
— « Thef. 5. | 


' Deinde in fecupdo loco, ut fuc- 
curreret bumane tnfirmitatt, O'¢. 
volaiffe addere fpecialem gratiam 
mazis efficacem 7 aluidantem,qut- 
bus placuerit commuanicandam, per 
quam nor folum poffint, fed etiam 
Ailu velint, crestant, ebediant & 
perfeverent. D,Overal. Art. 1. 


He hath conftantly decreed 
by his Coun(el fecret to us, to dé- 
liver from curfe and damnation 
thofe whom he hath chofen in 
Chrift out of Mankinde, and to 
bring them by Chrift co everlaft- 
ing falvation, as Veficls made to 
honour 3 wherefore they which 
be called according to Gods pur- 
pofe by his Spirie working in 

them in due feafon, clicy through 


4. All Men (within the Pale 
of the Church efpecially ) have 


from the mercy of God fuch _ . 
common helps towards this be- 
lief, and Salvation, as chat the 


negleét thereof makes any of 


condemnation. 


them juftly guilcy of their-own | 


5. Befides the eesieeit will 


of God, he hath eternally wil- 
led, and decreed to give 3 fpeci« 
all, and effeétuall grace to thofe, 
that are predeftinate accordi 

to the good pleafure of his wilJ, 


whereby they do adually be- 


lieve, obey, and perfevere, thae 
they may be faved: fo as the 
fame God, that would ‘haye all 
Men to be faved, if they be- 
lieve, and be not wantitig to his 
Spirit, hath decreed to work 
powerfully in fome, whom he 
hath particularly chofen, that 
they fhall belicve, and not be 
wanting to his Spiritin wharfo- 
evcr {hall be neceflary for their 
falvation = 2 


6. Ie is not the previfion of 
faich or any other grace, or a& 
of Man,, whereupon this de- 
cree of God is grounded, bur 
the meer, and gracious good 
ae and pleafuré of God ya 
all eternity appointixg .to fave 
thofe, ar be hathr chofen in 

| Chrift 


"F 
Cy 4 
s 


t 
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grace obey the calling, they be Chrift, as the head and feunda- 
pitifted freely, they be made tion of the elect. — 
fons of God by adoption, they | - 
be made like the image of his 7. This decree of Gods e- | 
only begorten Son, Jefus Chrift, le&tionis abfolure and unchange- 
they walk pe, a in _ able and from everlafting. 
works, and at lengch by | | 
mercy they attainto everlafting —8.God dothnor either aually 
felicity. Art. of Relig. Art.17. damn or appoint any foul to 
- a. ——— damnation without the confide- 
_ Nomex prafcientiahumane fi- ration and refpeéct of fin. 
det, axt Voluntatss, fedex propofite — -_ | 
- Huine Voluntatss, G gratia de his, ques Dens elegit in Chrifto liberandis - 
& falvande. BD, Overal. Art.1. | 


| : Particulare decretum al folutum. D.Overal. sbsd., - 

Predeftination to lifeis the everlafting purpofe of God , wherc by 
before the foundations of the world were laid, he hath conftancly 
decreed, &c. Article of Relig. 17. 3 


Deut xominem damnat, aut damnation: definat, niG ex confideratione 
peccats. Theol. Britan, Dordr. Artic. 1. de reprob. Thef. 5. 


‘ F 
SS perce eR, SSE gees 


7 @e- pityi ‘the woful con- _ | = 
~  -A§ dicion of man fallen by his |) lapfi generis bumani mi- 
frce will into fin, and perdition, SS feratus, mifit.filum fuem, 
Tent his own Son, that he fhould “qui feipfum dedst pretium redempti~ 
give him him({clf asa ranfom for ems pre peccatis totins mundi. 
the fins of the whole Werld, | 
te 7 Nemo 


3 
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Nemo mortalium eft qui non pof- 
fit vere, & ferio per Miniftros 
Evanjelit vocart ad participatio- 
nem remiffionis peccatorum , 


vite eterna per banc mortem Chri- 


fir. Theol. Brit, Dordr. de 2 Art. 
Thef. 3. 


La boc merito Chrifit fusdatur 
univerfale promifium Evangels- 
cum, juxte quod emnes 1m Christam 


_ credestes’ remiffionem peccatorum 


GO vitain aternam ré ipfa corfe- 


quantur. 
Theol. Britan. 
Thef. 4. 


Mud pretium quod folutum. eft 
pro omnibus , 
credentsbus certo proficset ad Ut- 


Dordrac. “sbid. 


tam ceternam, non proficit tamen 


omuibwe, Cc. Theol, Brit. Dordr. 


de Art. 2, Explic. Thef. 3. 


. Conftat Chriftum proponendo E- 
vangelinm, etiam illam gratiam 1n- 
terham administralfe, que batlenus 
fuffictel at, ut ex €0 quod oom accep- 


arent, vel rejicerent Evangelium 


jufle coargui poffiint infidelitatis. 
Theol, Britan, thid. 1 explicat. 
Thef. 5. oe 


\ 


In Ecclefia, & ubs falus omnibus 


pffertur , ca eff adminiftratio gra- 


tie quae fuffictt ad convincendes 
omnes impenitentes, CF incresulos, 


eS PEC ree TS 


~~ both. 


quod omnmtbus 


-_——z~ 


fo as there is no living foul, thar: 


may not be truly, and ferioufly: 


inviced by his faith to take hold 
of the forgivenefs of his fins,. 
and everlaiting life by the vir- 


tue of this death of Chrift wich 
certain aflurance of obtaining 


2. Upon thisinfinice meric of 
Chrifts death is grounded char - 
univerfall promife, and cove- 
nant of the Gofpell, offering re- 
miffion, and falvation to all 
Men through the whole World, 
if they be not wanting te the re- 


— ceipe thereof. 


: 3. Notwichftandin this inf- 
nite meric of Chrifts death, the 


fruit and benefie chereof doth 


not’ accrew te all Mes, but to. 


_ thole only whe do apply the vir- 


tue of his death by faith. 


4. Thofe wirhin rhe Church 
efpecially, that do not reap this 
benefic by the death of Chrift © 
perifh manifeftly by cheir own 
default, fora{much, as God hath 
ordained, that wherefoever the 
gracious promife of the Gofpel 
{hall ‘be preached, there hall 
be, and is withall —2 {o 
much fupernarurall grace offered 
together with the onw 
means, as may juftly canvince 
the impenitentr, and unbcliev- 
| ” ing 


« 


quod fuaculps voluntaria, @& vel 
. negletu, vel contemptu evangeliz 


perserint, ut fupra. 

3. Suppofita morte Christ: pro 
omnibus bominibus ,@ intentione 
De: covdstionata de gratia promi ffi- 
outs Evangelica generali, addit in- 
tentronem Dei {pecialem de appli- 
cando beneficto mortis Chrifii per 
Kratiam mais abundantem, @ effi- 
cacem abfolute,certo & infallibiliter 
Soles elegis fine prajudicio reliquo- 


_ vam. D.Overal. shid. Art. 2. 


eee eer wees 


7 The Third and Fourth Revs 


Of Mans Corruption, His Free-will, His Converfion 7 


ing of a wilfull negleé&, if noe 
a conremptuous rejection, 

- Befides this genctall pro- 
mife of the Gofpel, God hath 
decreed to give a fpeciall, more 
abundant, and effe@tual! grace 
unto his eleét, whereb they 
may be enabled certainly,. and 
infallibly to apply unto ‘them- 
felves the benefit of Chrifts 
death, and do accordingly be- 
lieve, and perfevere, an at- 
tain Salvation. - 


" rr ST 


to God, andthe Manner of ie. 


Mnes confentiunt liberum ar 
Litrinm nibil Lous poffe fine 


(Gratin preveniente,comitantefulfe- 


quente, 118 ut Gratra teneat princi 
piam, mediam, © finem, i con- 
verfione, & fide, & ommi opere bo- 
mo.D. Overal. ibid Art. 3. 
 Involuntate Scilicet lapfa eft po~ 
tentia paiva ad effe boc fupernatn- 
rale extrinfecus adveniens recipien- 
dum, non autem a8iva ad idem, vel 
per fe, vel cum alto producendam , 
Theol, Brit. de Artic.3.6 4.Thef. 


de converfione 2. 


Ipfam voluntatem bonam facien- 
do vivsficat, Epift, Synod. Epifc. 


Afric.cst, 1b sd, 


good. Sf 


SP Ans will fince the 
WISNWA IB fail hath of ir felf 
SIRRS Eno abiliry ro any 
S44 Spiritual Act: c- 
~~’ @ verv good moti- 
on of it muft come from the 
Grace of God Preventing , ac- - 
companing , following ir, yea 


“Naturally it ts inclinable to all c- 
vill. 


2. There is not therefore in 
the will of the natural! man any: 
active. power to work his own 
converfion : Inthe regeneration 


God infufeth a - new ‘life, he 


Quickenech the will by making it 
| 3. There. 
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Sunt quedam opera externa ab 
homintbus ordinerte requifite priuf- 
quam ad flatum regenerationss, ‘aut 
conver fioms peraucantur. 


Que ab iifdem quandoque Iilere 


fiers, quandoque libere omstti folent, 


ut adive Ecclefiam, audire verbs 
- ~precontum, OF id genus alia, i- 
bid, | 


Sunt quedam e fella wmwterka ad 


converfionem fen regenerationem 
previa, que vtrtute verbs , {piri- 


tufque 10 nondum juftificatorum cor- 
dibus excitantur, qualia funt, no- 
— bt1avoluntatis druinae, ferfas pec- 
Call, timor pene,cogi'a:io de libe- 


ratione, [pes aliqua venie. ibid. 


Cl. 2. 


_ Non folet gratia divixa bomines. 


perducere per fubttum Enthafiaf- 
avn fed mules press aftionibus 
minifierio verbs fubattes, ( pra- 


Paratos, hid,.in explic. Thef. 2. 


. going acts, chat 


360 | | 


3. There are yet certain fore-- 
arc prerequired  - 
to the converfion of a man, and 
they are beth inward and out- 
ward. — | | 


4. Outward as togo to the 
Church, to fit revetently , to 
hearken to the word {poken : In 
thefe we have freedom of will 
eicher way. 


5. Inward as the knowledg 
of Gods will, the fecling of 
our fin, the fear of hell, the 
thought of deliverance, fome 
hope ef pardon ; fer the grace. 
of God doth not ule to work up- - 
on a Man immediately by fud- 
den raptures, burby meer pre- 
parations, informing the Judg- 
ment of his danger,. —s 
the confcience by the rerrours o 
the law, fuppleing it by the pro- 
mifes of the Gofpel : Thefe in- 
ward Adts tending towards con- 
verfion are by the power of the 
word,and Spirie of God wrought 


‘in the heart ofa Man not yet 


-Quos Deus mediante verbo per 
fptritum faum banc in modum afi- 
_ ett, eosad fidem conver fionemque 
vere, OF feria vocat, O° invitat, 
Theol. Bric. ib¢d. Thef. 3:. 


Qos ita sfficit Deus, non deferit, 


‘. juttified,. 


6. Thole whom God rhs af- 
fects by his word, and Spiric, he 
deth truly and ferioufly call, 


and invice co faich, and conver- 
On. 


- .. Thofe whom he hath thus 


affeGed 


- 
. a 5 
. : ° : at Beet oe a te 
eR 
g » 


wee defiftit in Vera od conver Gowen 
“Ute promovere, prinfqnam ab ibis 
per negletionem Velustariam , aut 
bujus gratia snttialy repulfam de- 
feratur. = mee 


verbs {ptritufque rebells voluntatis 
Uitto fuffocert, ac penitus extingut 
puunt, O-in multis- folent, adeo 
at sonmull: 11 quorum mentilus uir- 
tute verbs, fpiritufque tmpref]a fu- 
zt aliquadss nopetia veritates divine, 
| dolor de peccatis fuis, aliquod def 
derium, © aliqua ceva Lberattonss 
wustentur plang in contrarium, veri 
tatem vepstiant, © 0410 habeant, 
concupi{centits fuis fe tradant, in 
peccatis occalleantyibid.Thel.s. 


Ne Eleis quidem ipft in bis prax 
cedaneis ad regenerationem atibus 
ta fe Zerant unquamyutn at propter 
neghigentiam @ refiflentiam fuane 
point jufle a Deo deferi & dere- 
Lagat ; fed ea eft ergaess Dei foes 
c1ales mifericordiayut quamuis,&cc; 
_ Los tamen iterum, iterumque urge- 
at Deus, nee defiftat promovere do-~ 
nec cofdem gratia fae prorfus Sut- 
jug averst,- ac in late iors regen 
neratirum collocaverits Theol. Br. 
bid. Thef.6. a 

_ Gratiam fyegialem, & eficacent 
ad falutem. certo.perducestem, bis, 
ques Deus ex Leneplacite {uo gratiofa 
elegerit, propriam prefitetur, D, O- 
veral, in Art, 3. Sent. 3. 
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affeCted, and called, he forfakes 
‘Rot, neither ceafeth te further 


in the way to their convetfion, 
cil chrough cheir willing negleét, 


“or repulfe of ‘this initiall grace, 
he be forfaken-of cheer. | 
. Hi pracedanei effefius vartute ° a S | 


. 8. Thefe. foreguing inward 
acts wrought by the word, and 
Spirit both maybe, and are ma- 


my times throuch the faule of 


the rebellious will choaked, and 
quenched in the hearrs of Men ; 
fo as after. fome knowleds of - 
divine trurh, fome forrow for 
fin, and-defire, and care of de- 
liverance they fall off to che con: 
trary, and give themfelves over. 
totheir ownlufts, 

- 9» Yeathe very ele&of God 


do not fo carry ‘themfelves ir 


‘thefe foregoing A@s, bur thar 


they do oft-times juftly deferve 
fortheir neglect and refiftance 
to be forfaken of Gods But fuch 
is his {peciall grace and mercy to 

» that he netwithftandins 
followes them effeually wick 
powerfull helps till he have 
wroughe out: ‘his good work in 
them. | 


10, When the hearts of .his 
elect are thus excited, and pre- 
pared by the foregoin g Ads of 
grace; God doth’by his f{ceret, 
and wonderfull work regcrie- 

Sta rate, 


v 
wee 
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Deus animos eleforum feorum 
preditts grate fue abtibus excita- 
tos, OF praparatos intima quadam , 
CF mirabth operatione regener at FT 
quali de novo creat tnfusdende {pt- 
“ritum Urutficantem, O° omnes ani- 


me facultates movis qaalitatibus - 


imbuends, Theol. Br. de conver{. 
Thef.1. 


.Predifiam conver fionem fequrtur 
bec noftra potas, afiualis Deo 
perliciente tpfum aftum credendt, 
CF convertendi,ex mutata volun- 
tate que aha adeo agit & ipf& con- 
wertendo [e ad Deum, credendo s 
boc eft aftum fuum. vitalem fimul e- 
liciendo, ibid. 


Divina hes a&io now ledit vo- 


luntatis I:lertatem , fed: roborat , 


neque tamen extirpat radicitus utti- 
ofam refiftend: pofibilitatem , fed 
CF pravitatem. ad refiftendwm me- 
tibus {piritus fantts s fed bec. refifti- 
bilitas propter efficasifimam,O fue- 
Uiffimam motionem gratia nequit in 
aflum lic © nunc erumpere,. bic 
(Grae refiftt nequit, quia primam 
‘operatur velle, 1d eff non refiftere, 


&c, ibid.in explic. Thef, 2, 


— Degmcum voluerit ».G quibus 
voluerit gratiam tam abundautem , 
tam potentem, aut congruam, aut 
alo modo efficacem. concedere , ut 


rate, and renew them, infufing 


into them his quickning Spirir, 


and induing all the powers of 
their foul with new qualities of 
grace, and holynefs, . | 


11. Upon this converfion, 


which God works in the heart, 


followes infantly our a@ual! 
convertion to God, whiles from 
our new changed will, God 
ferches the a& of our believing, 
and turning to him. He gives 
chat power, which the will exere 
cifes: fo as it is at once beth 
Ours,.and Gods; ours in that 
we do work ; Gods, in that he 
Worksit in us. 7 


12. In working upon the will, 
God doth not overthrow the na- 
ture of che will, bue caufeth it 
to work after it’s own native 
manner; freely, and willingly, 
neither: doth he pull up by the 
roots that finfull poffibilicy, 
which is in our nature to refift 
gOod motions, bur doth fweeel ¥ 
and cffcétually work in-Man 4 
firme and ready will co obey 
him, his grace-is fo powerfull, 
thatit is notviolent. = = 

It is true chac whiles our natu- 
rall concupifcence raignes in ts 
we have nor only a: poffibility’ 
but a pronenefs to refiftance’ 
which yee is by the gracious? 
and effc@uall. motion -of God? 

Spirits 


a a a” <a ae eee 


’ 


-_ —— ee Oe - 


quamuss poffit Voluntas ratrone fue 
Libertatis refiflere , non tamon ve- 
fiffat , fed certo & ratallzbsliter 
ebfequatur, Dr. Overal. in Ay- 
BIC. he 


Deus hominem canverfum, & f- 
delem non tta femper moves ad bonos 
actus fulfequentes, ut tollat spfam 


 voluntatem r efiftendi, fed quando-- 


que permittit Ham vitio fue defice- 
re a duile gratia, O in particula- 
ribus multis aflibus coneupifcentie 
fue parere, Theol, Br. ibid. Thef.3. 


Oportet femper difcrimen flatue- 
ve inter illos aflus principales, fine 
quibus falus Eleforun non conftat, 
CF particulares fulfequentes aus, 
Sic. tbsd. 18 explic. 
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Spirit {o over ruled, that it breaks 
net forth into a prefene Ad, for 
God works in us to will, that is, 
hot to refift: Yea the very will 
to refift, is for the time taken a- | 
way by the power of grace. 


13. God doth not alwayes fo 
work in the regencrate, char he 
doth ever take from them this 


will to refift, bac fometimes uf. 
fers them through their own 


ault to give way to their own 


finfull defires ; for howfoever in 


thofe principal] Acts, which are 
abfolutely neceffaryto Salvation - 
the grace of God works power-. 
fully in the ele@, both the will, 
and the deed in his own coed 
time,yer in forme particular a@s, 
he thinks good for his own holy 


perpofes to leave the beft Men fometimes to themfelyes, whole 


thereupon gricve his good Spirit bya recoverable refiftance. 


Of the Fifth Aricte 


LS wpb sees 


OF 


ry 


tur quedam illyminatio fo- 
—” persaturalis, cujus virbute 
anteligant ea,quein verbo Dei an- 


Jun non elefis concedi- 


| muntiantur effe vera; tifdemq3 affen- 


Sum prebent mivime fimulatum. In 


PERSEVERANCE. 


I. "Ven  atnong’  thofe, 
‘which belong .not to 
the election of God 

there are fome, thar are en- 

lightned by fupermatarall knows - 
led, and give their affent. : 
t 
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jifdemex hac cognitione, & fide 
oritur affjetuum quadam mut aio, 
morum aliqualis emendatio, nen e~ 
lesti buc ufque progreffi ad flatum 
tamer adoptions © juftsficatsonts 
nunquam perveniwat, Theol. Br. de 
5. Art. Thel. 1, 25 39 4- 


Unde confiat ros xunquam reipfa 
pertingere ad illam mentis, & 4f- 
feftuum mutationem, CF rendvatio~ 
nem, qué cum justificatione con- 
juntis eft; imo nec ad tllam, que 
proxime preparat, a¢ difpontt ad 
justifrcationem, thd, in explic. 4. 
Artic. 


Idem regeniti ae juftificate quan- 
duque fuo vitio tuctdunt 1n atrocia 
. pecbatay ibid. Thel. 3.de perfever. 


Indignationem Des paternam i- 
currunt , damnatilem “contrabunty 
&c. did, 

Lta ut dum in eo late impemten- 
_ tesperfiftunt, nec debeant, nec pof- 
fint aliter fibt perfuadere, quam fe 
Je morti obnoxios, t# explic. ejufd, 
“Art. A 

Talis peccater stat merito fer 
damnandus, Theol. Bribid Thetis. 

Jus ad regnum xon tollitur, Sc. 
Juve vegni bareditario excidere 
nou potelt, 1n explre. Art. 6. 


Tertia femextia Ecclefie Angli- 
cane ponit cum. Auguitino creden- 


«bes quiaiem communiter poffe agras . 


wi 2 2 


the truth of the Gofpel, re- 
ceiveing the fame with fome 
joy, and from that knowledg, 
and faith find fome. change in 
their affcétions, and lives, wha 
yet howfoever they may pa(s in 
the judgment of charity, never 
attained to that hearcy renova- 
tion, which is joyned with jufti- 
fication, nor, ver to the imme- 
diate difpofition thereunto, and 
therefore were never in the 
true State of the adoption of 
Sons; thefc may ateerly fall a- 
way from that grace, which they 
have profefled, 3 


2. The true believer, and re- 
generate hack no immaunicy, os 
priviledg, whereby he is {ecus 
red from falling intothofe horri- 
ble fins, which are committed 
by others. 


3. Whiles he continues in 
thofe fins, he runs into the dif- 
pleafure of God, and is in the 
suilt of damnation, foas ke nci- 


er can, not ought to perfwade 


himilelf other, then that abiding 


in this State impenitent, he is 

obnoxious roerernall death. 

_ 4. Hawloever fuch a one 

ftands by hisown defert in: the 

State of damnarion, yet thofe, 

who are foundly.reoted ia a = 
an 


ta, & fide per carnis infirmitatem 

tentationis recidere G etiam de- 
ficere 5 fed addst tlles credentes,qut 
fecundum propofitum vocats funt, 
“gurque in fide viva folide radicats 
fuerint, non poge totaliter, aut. fi- 


naluer deficere, & perire, fed per 


Gratiam Det {pecialem, © effica- 
cem stain fide vera, © Viva per- 
feverare, ut tandem ad ustam e- 
ternam perducantur, D. Overal. in 
Art. 5. 


Thefe are the Articles of accord, which whofoever holdeth and. 
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and lively faicb, lofe nor all 
their risht to che inheritance of 
Heaven, i can either to- 
tally, or finally fall from grace, 
and perifh everlaftingly : Bur by 
the {peciall, and effcttuall fa- 


vour, and inopcration of God 


are keptup, and enabled to per- 


{evere in a true, and lively faich, 
fo as that at lait hey are brouzhe 
toecrernall life. 


refteth in, my foul betwixt him, and his harmes in the ignorance of 
further parciculars. Let there be a thoufand parcells, and Aromes 
of truch contained in thefe heads, there needs no more be known, 
‘perhaps nor all thefe, let cherebe no fewer errours in mifholding 
thofe orher manifold threds of opinion, thefe are no rubs in cur 
way to Heaven: And if now having confented in thefe chicf {peci- 
alttes , we will needs fall out aboue immareriall inferences, we are 
like to quarrelous brethren, who having agreed upon the main di- 
vifion a their inheritance, fall our abouc fome heaps of rubbith.. 
Awav with this unquier Spirit from us, chat ge s Chriftians ; 
what fhould thefe Mattockes and hammers found in the living Tem- 
ple of the holy Ghoft ? | | 
_ Men, Brethren, Fathers help ; who fees not a dangerous fire: 
kindling in our Church by thefe five farall brands? which if ir be 
not fpeedily quenched, threatens a furious eruption, and fhall toa. 
late dye in our afhes. That crafry Devill, thar envyes our peace; 


takes this perilous feafon to diftraétus, that fo we mighe fall as a: 


prey to acommon Enemy. Ie is not yet too late to redrefs this evill + 
Ane Pailsfull may yet feafonably extinguifh this weak flame,. 
which time will make head{trone, and tremediable.. Ler me 
boldly fay, ie is ner difputation, its not Counter-writing that .can 

enchit 3 Thefe courfes are bur the bellowes to diffufe, and raife 
thefe flathes to more height, and rage 3 we fawic in the practifc 
of our neighbours, never did that Belgick quarrell grow co extremi- 
- =< | ; | ty>. 


‘ att. 2AM * 32°) emanates epemmnareme nna —— _ ai et 


@ 
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cy, cill after che folemn conference before the States at the Hazus, 
which was intended to appeafe it. There is no poflible redrefs, 
bur in a fevere Edict of rettraine co charme all congues, and pens 
upon che tharpeft punifhment from pafling thofe moderate bounds, 
which the Church of England, guided by the Scriptures hath ex- . 
prefly: fet, or which on both fides are fully accorded on. If any 
Man herein complain of an ufurpation upon the confcience and an 
unjuft fervitude, let him be caught the difference betwixt matcers of 
faich, and Scholafticall difquifiaiens : Thofe have God for cheir au- 

ther, thefe the brain of Men, Thofe are contained in Scriptures, ci- 
ther in exprefs Terms, or irrefragable confequences ; thefe are only 
deduced thence by fuch crooked inferences as.cannot command af- 
fene 3 Thofe do mainly import our Salvation, thefe not at all. Thofe 
are for the Pulpic, chefe for che Schools; In thofe the heart is tved 
to believe, rhe tongue muftbe free ro fpeak, In thefe the heare 

_ may be free, the tongue may be bound, of chis latter fort are the 
points we have now in hand, befides, and after the accorded 

particulars, which howunfit they are for popular ears, and how 

_pinworthy ‘co break the peace of rhe Church, fhall appear in the 
‘difficulty of the queftions in the unimportance of the ill raifed diffe- 
rences. 
7 | 7 For the formcr we need no o- 
~ Wifum fapteniiffima eamini of- ther Judge then St. Axftiz him- 
Jcuritate quadam & locorum ambi-- {elf, who calls chis queftion of 
— gustate involuere bec mysteria, predeftination, whercon the reft 
| oe get Queftionem aifficsllimam, 
| & paucis re ota a queftion moft difficule, and which bur few 
ean under{tand. What need we any other wicnefs chen ehe Jearnedft 
followers of Arminius, who in their Epiftle to forraign Divines con- 
fefsthatic hatch feemed good to the moft wife God to iavolve 
thefe myltcricsin obfurity, and in an ambiguity of places feemingly 
contradictory. 


| And fome Pages after, they 
Hee fade pred. perplexa, fpi- profcls to lubfcribe to the Judge- 
wofa & ob fcuritate fua moleftifima, mem of all Divines, both anci- 
ibid, | ent, and modern, that thefe 
7 _ queftions of predeftination be- 

18g. perplexed, thorny, agd troublefome through ~ ob- 
| : : ms cure- 


ae 
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curenefs, may without all detriment of Salvation be either un 


known, or difcufled. - sis ; 
'. Neicher was chat comparifon of Strégelius amifs, who likens the 
place of predeftination in Divinity to the Coffick Rule in Arithme- 
tick. Bue what an idlenefs were it t prove the danger of the paf- 
 fage through thefe Sands, and Rocks,:when we {ce the Shipwracks 2 
Where ever did the great Dodtor of the Gentiles cry O altitude but, 
in chis point ?To fall upon thefe difcourfes then in popular auditoric $, 
what wereit other, then to teach Algebra to thofe, that yer know 
not their figures, or to turn chem lofe intua Perilous Sea,who know 
neither Qoaft, nor Carde, nor Compafs. : | 
_ But were the knowledg of thefe differences as neceflary as it is 
hard, ‘the difficulty fhould bue whee our appetire, and incourage 
‘Our indaftry; what if ic appear. there isas little ufe, as cafe in the 
common Canvailes of them ; and that when the noife of paffion is 
-ftilled on both fides, fo as each will but hear other {peak with juft 
_ Favour, and moderation, our variance fhall be proved lefs matcriall 
| then maybe worthy of the warr of Brethren. This fhall be made 
! good in Our following difcourfe, which I intreat both parts in the 
a wels of Jefus Chrift to examine without prejudice, as thae 
| Which proceeds from an heart fincerely devoted to truth and peace: 
. The Judge of all hearts, before whom] ftand, knowes with what 
Doneft intentions to che wellfare of. his noble Church, with what 
freedom from ‘all partiall affections, with what indignation at 
| thefe unfeafonable troubles, wich what zeal of che common tran-- 
' quillity, I pue my hand to this too neceflary (if thanklefs ) task. 
+ Who can tell whether God did not purpofely fend nte to be a wit- 
: nefs of thefe quarrels abroad, that 1 might be able to fpeak a word. 
y+ -Infeafon for their appeafing ar home. = 
That we may diftinguith the pares wichout any afperfion,I (hall 
| crave leave to call the followers of the Tenet of the Synod of Dorr, 
‘Defendants: The other, which vary from thefe, allowing the 
: eps, either of acute Aymiaius, or of our learned, and judicious 
Bithop Oversl, Opponents. The Netherlands - our of our way in. 
this quarrel, yet for the neernefs, both of the place, and caufe ler 
US touch there in our paflage. Now then let us take a fhore furvay 
of the particular differences, and call each part to the nearcft verge 
Of'an accord, “a ia | . : : Se 
ge ee eS Te >... The: 


roa 


. a» 
hanes ~ n 
a . 


~~ 
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things are wont to be 


. Neque fidem,neque in fidelitatem 
caufam effe impulfi vam decrets Det, 
fed liberrimam Dei voluntatem vo- 
Fentis hujus miferert, sllins non mi- 
fereri :damus tamen fidem, & in- 
fidelitatem conditiones effe , fine 
——— quibus, nec bunc faluare, nec thum. 


preterire ex puro puto. beweplactto 


vifum furt Deo. Eptft. Remorfir, ad 
Xb. pe 38. a oo 


queftioned, 1, The motive or ground. 2ly. 
‘The object. 3ly. The order of it. 7 a 


‘Bor the firtt, both parts hold 
there is no other impulfive caufe 


of Gods Decrec 


and pleafure of the Almighty : 
Only the one part “holds, thar 


‘Gods decree looks at faith, and. 


infidelity, ‘as conditiorts in thofe,, 
who are to be chofen, or refu- 


fed: The other eafily prauncs. 
that no Man is ele& bar the be- 


ever, no Man reprobate, bur 


the rebellious, and unbeliever,although they will not pat thefe as)” 
_ forerequired conditions into the a& of Gods decree. Why fhould the _ 
arrell, fince it is — 


meer fuppofall of a-condition be worth their 
. yielded on all hands, that in Gads decree of oar fuftification he looks 


at our faith,as a neceflary condition required thereunto, without any < 


derogation vo the perfect freedom of chat his gracious decree, 


Aan quiftinam dicere sudebit De- 

wm non prefcifje quibus effet datu- 
7m, ut trederent, aut quos datu- 
rus effet filto fio, wt ex tis won 
perderet quengiam. Aug. de bono 
perfev.ce.I4n 


_ Brin fi dicant Deam in nobis- 
fdem, & perféverationem opera- 
rt, nibileff, cur nobifcum cer-' 
tent, fequitur enim, Deum in he- 
‘mine non potuilfe plus bons preferre, 
quam tpfémet 1m €0, ut eleto fuo effi- 
cere decreust. Contra Rem. in Col- 
tq. Hag.p..26., : 


If faith may be graunted not to 


be in our own power, bur chat it 


isthe gift of God, there can no — ° 


main inconvenience follow upon 
this Tenet, that God in our e- 
leGtion had: an eye to our qua- 


e¢ of Ele@ion, or | 
reprobation, rhen the free will,. 


or 


ification with that faich, which - 


he would give us... 


Thus the Belgick Defendents:- 


if they grant (fay they) chee 
God works inus faith, and per- 


they fhould conrend with us; 
for it followes, ‘chat God could 
nov forefee more. good in 
Man then he decreed to work ia 
him, as hisele@tone..’-"" ' ” 
Now 


Severance, there is no caiife,why — 


do but defive, chae faithmay be graunted co be the meer guilt of 
God, The Opponents profefs ca 
pretend to ftick ar, a needicfs fort: 


+ Equidem Arminius agnofcis fi- 


' 
fo 


done, OF gratia Dei,Sc. 


Quefio off , 0m Rirwm Dew , 
cum hominem cligsts 8c. Sed an 
cum cowfderaverst, ut ‘am credentes 


Hoc dicit Arminius, qui fidem 
agnsfett puram putum. Dei donum 
Jo. Ar. Corvin, edverf. Ti- 
len. p. 32 = . 
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Now hear how clofe the ep- - 
ponents profefs to come. The 
queftion is net,faich Corvinus, onc 
of their learnedft Authors, Whe- 
ther. God: when he chofe Mar 


' confidered him, as‘who, by the 
hig ef nature, without the 


elp of grace, thould believe, 
but whether Ged confidered 
him, as now believeing by the 
guift, and grace of God: This 
ts ic ¢ faith Fe) which Arminius 


— who acknowledges faith to be the pure pute guift of . 


, Would we sot now think both parts agreed > The Defendents 


em. Dei donum effe, fed douwm 
ss eligende prerequifitum, © non 
ex eleAtene, fed alia Dei voluntate 


| détam. ibid. Corv. p. 54. 


How faithis granted to bea 


- fruit of EleStion to Grace fee Re- 


monttr. feripta dogmat. Declar. 
Set. 1.P. 9. 


praune it; what do they now 
ple | es 


atetnefs, while it is 


Faith is confidered, fay the 
Opponents as a guift ‘of God ; 
bu whether proceeding from his: 
ele&tion, or from another will 
of his, this faith Corurnus is the ~ 
queftions Bue why fhould this 


Gueftion trouble their peace, or 


whar can this fubtlery afford 
able to countervail a publick un- 
reed by 
them, that God forefees no- 


thing inus, bur the faith of his own giving, let the Schools care for 
the reft. . Some will perhaps fufpe& a fecret fraud im this fo liberal 


- Brauinc of the Belgsck Opponents, chat faich is the meer gift of God; 


and fome will perhaps imagine, thatic might be a word, which _ 


pen, 


drope’cafually from cheir tongue, whereof they might after rc- 


Sea a | Bure 


rt 
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| ss Bur for thislatterlet Jobamnes . 
| Fidem effe Dei doxum G& po-. Arnoldi their beft advocate {peak 
tentia ejus in nobis effict miles ix for all. Thar faith is the gite of 


18 eadem collatione confefi_fumss ‘God andis wrought in us by his 


Jo. Arnol. refp. ad metas Boger- powcr, we have ( faith he ) a - 
mani part.2.6.7. - _thoufand times confeffed in our 
| | conference at the Hagse. For che 
ether, I cake not upon me either their procuration, of theit patro- 
nage, This work were both bafly,and impertinent: mach perplexed 
traverle of confequences affirmed, and denyed goes to this task . Let - 
ic be their parc ro make good their protefted fincericy in that afler- 
tion, which for peace fake I gladly report from them at the beft,and 
this peece of the quarrcll fhall receive a ‘fair mitigation: Only } 
cuft needs fay that in the contentions of brethren itis far more e- 
quall to receive cheir own beft conftrutions then to urge and obrrude 


‘upon them difavowed implications. Surely chere is need both:of wif- 


dom, and Charity in the difcerning of opinions conctrning this 
poine. To hold, that faichis the gittof God, as that is given to all 
them, -whom God forefaw-woul poe themfelves by the good 
ufe of their freewill to receive it, and who fhould improve the po- 
wers of nature co theirurmoft, is no bercer then ‘Pelagian, whole 
exploded word was of old, that grace is given. according to merit. 
To hold thas faith is fo the gift of God,as thar itis herefore only.noe 


given toall, becaufe all will not receive it, for that Ged calleth all, 
_and gives unto all men fufficient helps to believe, if they. will, and 


goes no further, and therefore that according to the previfion of eur 
free co-working with this fufficient grace his decyce determines of 
us, is buc fomewhat better then Pelegian. To hold that faith isfo 
the gift of God, as thac he doth net only.give common, and fuffici- 
ent helps tomen, whereby they are made able to believe, if chey 
| will, bat fo works in them by his 


|. Elefiionis vere que ad gratiam 
eft fruiius, Sec. Bexeficia tHorum 
medtorum quae per gratiam fieppedi- 
tartur bomo nontaxtum potens red- 
ditur ad credendum, fed afin ctiam 
credit & fidem comipit, Xc, - 


:a . 


grace, that they do by the pow- 
er thereof. a€tually believe , and 
conceive true faith in. their foul; 
This is fair, and -Orehodcxe. 
Andeven to. this do the Belgich 


mn conc ipt +, OPponents profcfle to come up 
Beneficio sltus foliws gratia in 


in their lace dogmatical writings, 
| which 


ii ite 
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guailss qui credunt ea ingeneretar which how fitly it holds fuit with 

. & effitiavar. 3 their other Tenenrs, let it be 

. . Remonftr. Scripta Dogm. Decler. their care to approve unto the. 

Sent.circat, Arts. - Charch of God. I am fure an in- 

2 OS genuous confancy to this pofi- 
tion mizhr be a fair advantage taken for peace. : 


_ For the Second : rhe queftion is, npon what point of Mans E- 
fiatc, we fhould fatten che decree of predettination, whiles the 
‘one part holds Man falne the obje& of chis decrees The other | 
Man believcing, or incredulous. What reafon is there this fhould 
raile fo loud a ftrife, fince we do willingly wink at the reft of the 
differences of like nature concerning this point. For rhere are fix 
feveral opinions about the object of predeftination ; whiles fome 
take it co be Man indefinitely, and commonly confidered: Orhers 
hold it co be Man, that was to be treated : Orhers Man, as he was. 
creable, fallable,faveable ; others Man creared, bur as in his pure 
naturalls : Orkers Man falne, which is the moft common Tencr. 
. Laftly orhersman, as believeing, or difobeying the call of God. 
~ Why fhould thefe two laft be brought upon rhe Stage with fo much Lc, ‘I- 
_profeffion of hoftilicy, whiles the other four are paffed over by a ee 
willing cormivency on all hands, and the Authors of them ¢ whofe oie 
reputation fo {mall a more is nor thought worthy to disfigure) goa- 
way wich mect honour in the Church of God. There is none of the 
_ four firft, which, upon fome ftraining, may not yield harfh, and 
unpleating confequences, and yet are let go without the’ mifchief 
of apublick divifion. I muft boldly - 4 referving my jodgmenc . 
concerning this poine to my felt ) chat it chis fuppofed faich may be 
|. yielded the meer guitt of God (as formerly ) Icannor difcern any 
| fo dangerous inconvenience in this branch of the opinion, as {hould 
warrant the breach of the common Peace. _ 
_ As forthe order, what do we brawling abour our own conceits 2. 
We all know there is bur one moft fimple A& of God in this his — 
decree , wherein therefore there can be neither precedency nor 
pofterionty. So | ee | 
. If we now, for. our underftandings fake, fhall fo exprefs this 
} one act af God, asthat, whiles we vary in the explication, we are 
_ gonfounded iz: our ows fenfes, what do we, bur fight with our 


' OWN 


~ 


ons of our on making and not rather reft filent, and wondring i 


» invincible ignorance, 


ture can never admit us to know :Q God, what do we fearch, or 


- quarrell to mifs thofe wayes 0 


Quod siunt. contra Rem. Deum 
ab atermo certas quiafdam perfons 


fegregaffe, st eas per Clriftum,per- 


que fidem in. tpfum falvaret , nan 
quia previderet illas creatturat, 


; fedex mera tantum gratia fecumdym. 
beneplacitum fuum, fed O bec de- 


cretum Dei effe aternum, Of 1m-- 


mutabile, 8c. Hac deferiptio tta 
> Taxa eft ut etiam @ noflrum pedem 
addmittat : Colloq. Hag.p. 81, Re- 
manftr, vindic, 3. 4rt, 


_ foor alfo. 


_ That we may confider all thefe 
joyndly together, thac Ged bath 
fet spart certain. particular per- 
fons to fave them by Chrift, and 
by faith ia him, not becanfe he 
pri pg believe, but 
of his meer grace only according - 
to his good pleastiresand arthe 
decree is eternall, and.unc 
able, is agreed on by both fi 
This defcription the Belgick Op- 
ponents grant to befo wide a 
fhooe that it will ferve their 


An 


ke | Sed fs perfonas certas vel fingn- 


Faves intelkgant tanquam fingalares, 
ac perinde extra Christum, & fie 


- dem confideratas,1d vere pernega- 
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And why then fhould cither 
part feck or eare for any other. 
Laft? Surely a Chriftian necds ~ 
not ether fearch or know any 


‘More. Now comes in a Scho- | 


lafticall quirke to trouble rhe 


mus Rem. ibid. p. 83. . 
: | peace otf Mens hearts, and: 
brains ,. Wherher God have fet apart thefe certain {mpular perfons, 
-as perfons firigular without all refpeéts to any other confiderations. 
or whether his decree looker at them as invefted with thofe qualities 

which he meant to give and ferefees 2s given? Doubriefs to make — 
Men capable of Salvation, there is faith, repentance, good works,. 
‘perfeverance in good actually required of God; Bur rhefe ne- 
ceffary difpofitions are ranged the execution of Gods de-. 

‘ -eree : Thefe he requires, thele he —— he works,thefe he de-. 
creesto worke in his ; why fhould we be {crupulousin what place 
they come into the holy purpofes of God, which we graune cannot: 


be miffing in our way to Heaven # Why do we not rather labour to 


Contra Rem. Neque nos unquam 
aixrnws fingulares sllas perfonas , 
. Gass Deus ab eterno elegst plane 

extra Chrifinm, & fidem effe con- 
fiderand.u, wt quijemper retunde 
profe/fi famus, merits Chrifit,fidem- 
37 tpfam inelethone ifte fingulart- 
um perfonarum adeo fpeilari , © 
haberi pro medsis, quibuseos Dens 
. flatuit ad falutem perducere, Colloq. 
7147. contra. Rem. pag. 140. 


be fuch, ashe requires, thatwe 


may injoy what he hath promi- 
fed, and pre-ordained for. us? 
What fay the Belgick Defen-. 
dents ? Neither did we ever fay,. 


‘that thofe fineular perfons , 


whom God chofe from: all etcr- 


nity were to be confidered wirh+- | 


‘out refpeét to Chrift, and fairh 
urhim, but have ever roundly 


profefied , chat- che merits of. _ 


' Chrift and faichin him are con- 


fidered of God in this eleGtion of ° 


individual perfons, asmeans , whereby he hath decreed to bring. 
shem-to falvation ; fee then how narrow this difference is,God hech 
decreed by thefe meaus to bring men to falvation, yet thefe fall not: , 
into his decree of ordinary choice to falvation, they are in rhe execu-- 
tion of his decree, and in the decree of his execution, they are not. 
in the decree of his eledtion. Let thefe be undoubted euths, as 
grey are, yer what need the fouls of quiet Chriftiansbe racked wich 
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- fo fubrile-queftions 2 Ir well -befies the Schooles’ to 
__ problemes, bu for common Chrittians ie doth not fo much comern 
~. them to enquire, how che order of Gods decree ftands in our appre- 
 henfion of that on¢ fimple a& of the divine underftanding, or will, 
_ as how itis in-refpc& of the execution :- Here comes in our main in- 


examine thecfe 


tercft in thefe erernall Councils of the Almighty, which drawes 
fromusa dne care, and indeavour to be capable of this Promifed 
falvation, and to avoid the wayes of death : Could we be perfwad- 


ed to take moge from that {peculation, -and co add more.to this pra- 


Gile,. it would be much happier for us. —* | 
Neicher is this eleétion according to the Plea of the opponents 
made ever the more uncertain by this prerequifition of our faith, 


‘fince they profefs to-teach it fuppofed in our election, not as acon- — 
dition, whofe | 
guift, which God according to his eternall. prefcience forefees in 


. 


tformance God expeéts, as uncertain, bur as a 


Man prefent, and certain as the decrce of fending Chrift into the 


“World, did not depend upon a conditioned, and uncertain: ex- 


pectation of what Man would do, Or would not do, but apon the _ 
Anfallible notice of God, who forefaw Man, as prclencly Anning, 
or falne, fo as the election of God is not fufpended upon-the muta- 


_ bility of Mans will, but upon the infallible Faggot of the fore- 


knowledg of God, to whofe eyes our faith, an perfeverance ° 
is not more doubrfull, ches furure,.and whofe prefcience hath no 


lefs infallibiliry, then his decree. If therefore. God may have the | 


Sole glory of this work in the guift of that faith, which. he forefees, 
anJourcle&ion hazards no certainty (ds they. profefs. to hold ) 


. whatisthere, that fhould need to draw bloodin this firft qnar- 


rel. 


-- Bus what need I labour to reconcile hefe opinions, which have . | 


no reafon toconcernus. The Church of England according to the 
‘explication of R, B, Overall goes a mid-way betwixt both thefe. 
For whiles the one fide holds a general conditionall iecree of God 
to fave all Men, if they believe, and a particular decree of favii 

thofe, whom he forefaw would believe; and the orher fide not ad- 
Mitting of that generall conditionate decree, only teaches a parti- 
cular abfolute decree to fave fome fpeciall perfons, for whem Only 
Chrift was given, and to whom grace is given, irrefiftiblely, all o- 
theis being by a no lefs abfolure decree rejected 5 our Sparch 
_ : - nnn 6/11; 
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(faith he ) with St. Auftia maintaineth an abfolute and particular _ 
decree of God to fave thofe, whom he hath cho'en in Chrift, nor. 
Out of the prefcience of cur faith; and will, buc out of the mccr 
purpofe of his own will, and grace, and thac thereupon God hath 
‘decreed to give, to whom he pleafetha mere cffcAuall, and abun- 
dant grace,by which chey only netmay believe and obcygif they will, 
bur whereby they. do. actually will, believe, obcy, and perlevere 
wichout prejudice co the reft, co whom he hath alfo given gracious 
offers, and helps to the fame purpofe, though by their juft faule nez- 
lected : What can the Synod of Dort in this caleswith to be faid 
morc? Indeed with all he addeth a general conditionate wiil of God; 
or a gencrall evangelical promife of faving all, if they do belicve | 
{ince God doth will, and command, that all men fhould hear Chritt. 
and believe in him, and in fo doing, hath offred grace, and falvati- 
onuntoall, declaring how well thefe two may agree together, That 
firft God-hath propounded falvacion in Chrift co all, if they believe, 
and hath offred them (within the Church tomer’ a common,and 
_ fufficient grace inthe means, that he hath mercifully ordgined, if 
mea would not be wanting to the word of God, and his holy Spi-. 
rit 3 and chat to afcertain the falvation of man, he hath decreed to | 
add that elpeciall, cffectuall and faving grace unto fome : Neither 
of which truths can well and fately be denyed of any Chriftian : On- 
- ~ Jythe found of a gencrall and conditionate will, perhaps, feems harfh 
. go fome ears, whercto yet they fhould do well to inure themfelves, 
} fince itis the approved diftinétion. of worthy, Orthodox , and un- 
’ queftionable Divines. a 8 
~ - Zanerius Cin his book de predeff.Sand. ) hath it interminis witha 
| Jarge expofition. That God willeth fome things abfolutely (faith he) 
itis manifcft, and -plainly con- 


: - —_—— —— — pe 


- Deum velle qaedam atfolute 
manifestum ‘elle, © litere [acre 
confirmant ; etentmvolatt mundum 
trearty Sc, 


:, Eusdem Deum velle qauedam 


-conditionaliter docent itidemfacre 


Ltere , vult enim omnes falvart, 
ft velint implere legem, aut in Chri- 


firmed by Scriptures; fo he ab- 
folutely willed the world fhould 
be created, and governed, fo he 


_abfolutcly willed, thar Chrift . 


fhouldcome into the World, 
and dye for the falvation of his 
eleé&t 5 he wills alfo abfolurely, 
that the cleét thall be faved, and 
therefore perfomes tu them all 
Vu things 


citi epg OOO nS 
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ftum credere 5 proinde 1lam prio- 


‘vem voce abfolutam voluntatem,panc 


vero poftertorem conaitionalem. O- 


pufe. Pp. 291. . 


Y 


&e. 


Caterum illud tamen verum eft 


Deum velle omnes homines falvos 


fieri. voluntate fil. revelata, wr 
conditionali, nimirum fi velsnt 10 


Chriftum crederex? ejw6 lege fer- 


‘vanda fudere, hacemm voluntate 


nemo afalute, © cognitione veri= 
ratis excladitur,&c.tbid. pag.28 5. 


if they would believe in Chrit 


things chat are neceflary to their 
falvation , that the fame God 
willech {ome things condirional- 
Jy, the Scriptures alfo teach us,. 
For God would have all mento 
be faved, if they would keep the 
Law, or believe in Chrift , and.. 
therefore I call chat firft an 
abfolure will, chis latter a condi- 
tional. Asd in the next leaf to. 
the fame purpofe, he faith, ir is 
alfo true, that God would have 
all men to be faved in his reveal- 
ed, and conditionate will, {cil.. 
and carefully keep his law; 


-for by this will no man ts excluded from. falvation ; and knowled 


of the rruch. So Amévofe interprets that place of ( 1 7im.2)) he 
‘would have all to be faved ( faith he ) if chemfelves will, for he 
hath given his law to all, excepts so man (in re{pect of his law and 


will revealed ) from falvation. 


For. the further allowing whereof the fame Zanchiw cites the 
tcftimonies of Luther , Bucer, and others. Neither doth. ic much: 
ablude from this, that our Englifh Divines at Dort call the Decree 
of God, whereby he hath appointed, in, aad by Chrift ro fave thofe. 


The Dedarative Decree of 
falvation to be equally, and indif- 
ferently proclaimed unto all 
men. Act. Syno. in. Thel. 


a jealouf y of former abufe, and ye 


tharrepent, believe and perfe- 
vere, Decretum annunciatruum fa- 
lutis omnibus ex equo  indiferi- 
aunatim promulgandym, Sef. 3. 
Surely itis eafy:to obferve, that 


- we are too fearful of fome di-. 


ftinétions, which carry in chem. 


tboth may well be admicted in a- 


Boo fence, and ferve for excellent purpofe. As that. (if we. Ja- 
ur for ourbctrerunderftanding to explicate the one will: of God 
by feveral notions of the anteecdent, and confcquent will of Gods. 
which Paslus Ferrius a reformed Schoolman approves by the fuffra-. 

es of Zanchims, Polanw, and other Orthodox Divines to look at ira 
little running, as that, which gives no {mal light to the bufinefs in 


od, 


J 


As there is wont ta be conceived a double knowledg of God,the one 


of meer under{tanding whereby he forknowes al chings,thar may be, 
the other of vifion,or approbation, whereby he foreknowes,that which 
undoubtedly, (hall be fo there is a double will to be conceived of God 
an{werable to this doub'e knowledg;an Antecedent will » Which an- 
{wers to the meer underftanding, whereby God wills every poflible 
good without the confideration of the ad juncts appertaining to its A 
‘confcquent will an{wering to the knowledg of approbation, whereby 
Call circumftances prepenfed ) God doth fimply will this, or thar 
particular event, as fimply good to be, and which is there upon 
impoflible not to be, The one of thele is a will of complacency, the 
other of profecution; the one is asit were an optative will, the o- 
ther an abfolute. In the firftof thele God would ‘have all to be 
faved, becaufe it isin a fore good inie felf, in that the nature of 
man is ordeinable to life, and man hath by God common helps {c- 
rioully offered for the attaining thereof; neither can we think ir o- 
ther x Pleafing to God, that his creatures thould borh do well 
and fare well. In the latter he willeth fome of all tobe faved as 
not finding it fimply good (all circumftances confidered ) to’exrend 
this favour co all ; this appears in the effeat, for if God abfolutely 
Willed it, it could not fai! of being, neither doth ought hindes , but 
thefe two may ftand well together,a complacence in che bleflednefs 
of his creature, anda willofhis{mart. For both thar, which we 
will in one regard, we may not willin another, As we. may with 
a felon to live asa man, todyeasa maletactor,and befides the pof- 
fibilicy of one oppofite doth not hinder the A& of another, ashe: 


Learned Zanchims methinks gives at once’a good fatisfaction as to 
this doubr, fo to the ordinary exception, whereat many have flum- 


~ bled, of the pretended mockage of Gods invitations, where he 


means not, asfome have mifconceived » 2 ferions eff&&. In the 


there was not the fame will of the King in the inviting of the firft, 
a Vua2 = and 


— 
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and of rhe fecond, for in rkefe fecond, there was an ubfolure will 
of the King, thac they fhould without fail come, and therefore he 
effectually caufed them ro come. ; In the former he only fignificd, 
and that tairly, and ingenuoufly, what wouldbe pleafing to him: 
Thus he. The enrerrainment of this one diftin@tion, which hath the 
allowance of Orthodox, and learned Authors, tobe free from any 
danger, or inconvenience,would mitigate this ftrife, fince ic is har, 
which the Opponencs contend for, which che Defendents. may 
yicld wickcut any fenfible prejudice. 7 
As for the envy of thatirrefpective, and abfolute decree of re- 
probation, wherewith the Defendenss are charged, it is well taken 
off, if we diftinguifh, as we mutt of a.negative, and pofitive repro- 
bation, The latecr whereof, which is a. preordination to punifhment,is 
never without a refpe& , and previfion of fin, for . alcheugh) by 
his abfolure power God might caft any Creature into everlafting 
torment, without any juft exception tobe raken on our parts, yee 
according to that {weet providence of his, which difpofeth all 
- things ina fair order of proceeding, he cannot be faid to inflict, or 
ad judge punifhment to any foul, = for fin, fince thisis an act of 
vindicative jultice, which {till fuppofech an offence. If this be yield- 
ed by che Defendenrs (asit is ) wherein alfo they want not the 
voyces even of the Remifh School, what needs any further contcn- 
tion? efpecially whiles the defendents plead (even thofe char are 
moft rigorous ) that upon the non-eleétion of fome, damnation is 
Now not caufally but only confecutively. inferred. Sure 1 am, thac by 
os als 1. this, which is mutually yielded on buth parts, all mouths are ftop- 
confecee Ped trom any pretence of calumniation againit the juftice of the 
ee mighty, and we are fufficiently convinced of the neceflity of 
Perk. de ourcareto avoid thefe fins, which fhall othcrwife be rewarded 
Redes. with juft damnation. 2 a 
a thisbe enough for the firft Article, lefs will ferve of rke 
reft. : | 
Concerning the extent of Chrifts death, the Belgick Opponents 
profefs to reft willingly. in thofe words of Aufeulu. Omnium pec: 
ca’atulit, Ge. We hath born the fins of all Men, if we:confidcr kis 
facrifice according to rhe virtue of ir in it{elf, and think, that ne 
Man is excluded from this grace,but he that refufes ir,So God loved 
the World, thar ke gave his only begotten Son to-the end that wbefo- 
: | . & Clery 
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if we refpea& thofe which do fo believe, and are faved, fo Ke hath 


- barne only the fins of many. Thus he. Neither will che Oppo- 


acnts yield any lefs. What 1s this orher, then the explication of 
| that ufuall diftin@ion, which we 


Matnitudinem preci aifinguit have, whether from St. Auftiny 
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ever believeth in him fbouldnot perifb Lut have everlasting life.J.3.6Buc 


4 proprietate redempttonts. or his Scholar Profper of the": 


| , greatnefs of the Price, and rhe 
Colloq. Hag.p. 161. __ propriety of the redemption: 
e+ _ That equall co all ; This percein- 

Chriflum pro multis duntexat, ing but tofome : Thatcommon 
CF now pro omnibus mortuum quoad word feems enough to the Bel- 
Cficaciam Virtutis, Gc. p.17%~ — gick Opponents : The price of 
—  -  Chrifts blood is fufficient to fave 

all 5 and if this may ferve their turne, who can grudg it? Contra- 
rily whiles they do willingly granc, that in refpe& of the efficacy 
of power, Chrift dyed not for all, and thac Chrift was given only 
with this intention of his Facher, rhar che World fhould no other= 


wile be faved by his Son, then through faith 5 what need-we urge 


more ? | 


Both will grant that the Aporthecaries hop hath drugs cnough | 
for the cure of all difeafes, which yet can profic none , but thofe. 


thac are willing co make ufe of them. Both will accord in this po- 
fition, which B. Overal commends, as in cffc& the words of worthy. 


Mr. Calvi, So Chrift dyed for all char rhere is no man.( if his.incre- 7 


duticy did not hinder him,)but were redeemed by his pretious blood; 
Neither is there, as is williagly confeffed by the Dcfendents, any 
man.living, zo whom, it may 


 Nallibominam fingularster an- be fingularly faid, Chrift dycd 


pantiatur Chriftum pro 1pfo mortuum not for thee: Secing theretore 
nou effe. Col. Hag. p. 155+ whole mankind doth but refule 

de 2 of fingular,. and individual men,. 
why fhould we fear co fay unto all, chat Chrift dyed. for them ? 


Now what thould we ftand upon a niggardly contcftation of words 


where fo much teall truth ig mutually. viclded?) ~WWVho can think, 


‘there can be any peril co that foul, who: belicves: thus. much >: The - 
* refk ro the Schools. - Bur what ever have been the nice fcrup!es, and | 
cxplications of Forreign Divines, we have.no fuchcanfe of ftrite, if 


we 
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"we admit that which our Icarned Bifhop commends for the voice of 
the Church of Es2land, who having laid down the two extream o- 
pinions of the oppofice parts, brings in the Church of England as 
fweerly moderating betwixt borh, that the fuppofing che death of 
Chrift for all men, and Gods conditionate intention of the gene- 
ral grace of his Evangelical promife, adds moreover the f{pccial 
intention of God, ro apply the benefit of Chrifts death by a more 
-abundanr, and effectual grace abfoluely, certainly and infallibly to 
the Ele& alone, without any diminution of that his fufficient, and 
common favour,which, as we {ee fo yields to both parts what they 
defire, as thar inthe mcan time, it pursupon both what they are 
not greatly forward to admit, yet that which ic pats upon them 
may be admitted without any complainr, except perhaps of ex- 
ccffe of Charity, and that which is yielded is abundantly enough for 
cace.. (i Pee ae ea ee ee ee 

, Thefe Articles arc like to linkes of a chain, whereof one is rivired 
within another. ‘The Order of Gods decree would not be ftiflly ftood 
upon, ifour faichand perfeverance forefeen by him be clearly af- 
cribed co God, as his maccr andonly gift. But now the Defen- 
dents are jealous of fome incroachments , upon the glory of Gods 
only A@ in our cofverfion, in that, they apprehend it according to 
the Tenet of she adverfe pare leftin our power to entertain, or re- 
ject the good motions of his Spirit tending thereunto ; wherte the 
Opponents anfwer, char they are fludioufly careful to afcribe unto 
God: the fincere glory of our converfion, profeffing that they do not 

* teach, (as hath been ufually obje&cd te them) that God gives 
man only profers of power to believe, which his own freedom may 
either except, or refufe, bur teaching openly (if their words may 
carry belief ) shat God gives him the. whele powcr of believing by 
the illumination of his minde, and-wivification of bis will, vet- fo as 

_ that inthe mean time, God, whiles he gives this néw.pewer to be- 
lieve, doth not take away the natural liberty of the will, whercup- 
onthe man, whofe will-is renewed both eB according to.the 
power of tha¢ renovation, apd may net work “according 20 the ra> 
dical freedom of his will, borh may ufe his new power, asa {pirtrn- 
allman, and notufe it in pare, as-a natural man; -whetcin they urge 
the diftinction berwixt the power and ‘he liberty of our freewil, con- 
feffing chat in chis fate of fin che will hachino. power-at-all -to-rhae 


which 


ae 
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which is good, bur that it hach ( mean while ) a natwral Liberty, 
whereby it can incline to evil, the new power that is given to 
man, doth not make him ceale cirher co be a man, ora man in 
att. 
' Man hath ic nor therefore from any power of nature, thar he 
can believe, that ismeerly from the grace of God 5 Bur {till he hath 
it from the remainders of bimfelf, char he can will not to believe, 
neither do ehe*Opponents profeffe to fayother coficerning the firft 
act of Cenverfion, then the Defendents themfelves fay concerning. 
the progreffe thereof, wherein they teach, thar a renewed man 
hath freedom of Will both to good, andevil, and yer ftand for the 
-meer and all only power of grace , not occafionally, but caufally. 
working che will to good ; And if thismuftbe yiclded:in the pro- 
ceedings ef our regeneration, what fo great impertance is there ei- 
ther way.in yielding it to rhe entrance ? Ido nut enquire into the 
truth of this point, 1 enquire into the weight ; furcly thefe Quefti- 
ons of the coucurrence of the Spitit of God with ours; fo as neither 
the will is neceflirated on the one fide , nor flatcered with a wilde 
liberty on the other : And how far neceffiry may ftand with free- _ 
dom and what kinde of neceffiry may be here admitted ? are points 
fit ta be ranged amongft the deepeft problemes of the Schools, and: 
not fir ro corture the ears of popular auditories. 


Ad naufeam ufque 1oculcamus ni- 
bilex fe aut fuss vuiribes hominem 
poffe rieeim, miypsanemicent, des oc? 


converfionis gratia debers, Sic. 
a '. bilitiesin {pirieual things , chen 
Nufquam beminem bone qutc- 


quam agere dicimus wifi gratia pr a- 
weniente, concomstante, ful fequente 
adjutum tnfirufinmque, Rem. Epift. 
ad ext.p. 62,63. 


For the main poinr it mut 
needs be faid ; no mancan (peak. 
more fully againft the natural 
power of mans free will, and a- 


the Belgick Opponents, profefs 
fing, That, of himfclf, and his« 
own powers, man can do no- 
thing ; That the beginnings,pro- 
ceedings, endings of faish, and 
converfion are owing to meer 


+ grace: That no goodcancome from us unlefle we be enabled by 


the preventing , accompanyinz, fub{equent grace of God. 


Ie 


' DY, Alkot exerc.2. ex Arm, 


-declar. ad ord, omata gratie afces- 


Lantur modo ne flatuatur trrefiftibt- 


ly. 


Omnia gratie afcribantur mo- 
do ne flatuatur trrefiftibilis, Arm. 
(crt. per R. Abbot ep Sarifb.)e de- 
clay.ad ord. p. 56. | 


Ouicquid fit conflanter docent 
omnes hunc modum ailuand: Irbe- 
yum arbitrium ejus Iibertate nihil 
nocere imo maxinie proficit tllam. 


| Paul.Fir.foec. Schol.p. 487. 


Se. Worry rer »~~@» err 


<<, 


Ie is the word of Arminim 
ciced by our late learned Bifhop 
of Salisbury: Give what vou 
will to grace fo you hold it nor 
irrefiftib'e. Nothing is here 
ftood upon, bur the manner of 
the working of geace upon the 
hearts, wherein, if both parts 


_ would hear and underftand cach 


other with favour, the contro- 
verfie would be found lierle o- 
ther, then Verbal. For che parr,. 
that moft conftancly teaches the 
forceablencfs of converfion, 
holds fuch a kind of a€mating 


‘the will, as doch ne whit hurt, or - 
infring the liberty thereof 5 vea 


rather, which profirsir, and whiles they {peak of an irrefiftible a@ 


infurning us, cheymean nor fuch an act, as cannot be at all re- 
Gifted, if we would, bur fuch a one, asthe will through Gods gra- 


cious inclination would not with to refift, for char, cheir will to 


rcfift is fo overcome by che fweet motions of Gods Spirie, tha 
now yieldance is made powerfully voluntary ; In which fenfe the 
vcry lhe duntive confefs an irrefiftibiliry. Bellarmine, Sua- 
rez, Valentia and others granting it as impoffible there fheuld ror 
be aconverfion, where there is an_ effeétuall grace, as, thar there 
fhonld not be a converfion,where there isa converfion. — 


Now whether this irrefiftiblenefs be out of a confequent fuppofi- 
tion, asthe Jefuites, or out of an antecedent, as the Dominicans 
with many of ours ; or whether this powerfull influence into the 
will be by way of a Phyficall, or morall motion, they are fubricties 
fi for Schools, not mcct to trouble the heads of ordinary. Chrifti- 
ans ; Icisenough forus to know, that we will to confent, becaufe 
God works this will in ustrongly, yer {weetly, and by an omnipo- 
tent faciliry, fo as no free will of ours refifts Gods will to fave tis, a5 
St, Aufinpichily,  - a 7 

| ) 
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Tralntur ergo mirts modis, mt {pute then of the powcr 
velit, ab illo, qui novst 17eteus tmipfis _of that will to refift, which 
baminum cordibus operart, non ut God hath made willing to yickd, 
homines, qued fiert non poteft, mo- what is ie but to Rrive abour 


lentes credant, fed ut volentes ex the paflase of thofe fheep 


molentibus fiant, Aug. comtr.2. E- which neither are boughr, nor 
pift. Pelag. | ever {hall be > : 


Man is in a marvelous manncr drawn to will by him, that knows 
to work inwardly in Mens hearts, noe chat they fhould believe; whe- 
cher they will, orno, which is impoflible, bur that of unwilling, 
they fhould be made willing faith Se. Auftin. | 
_ True, God makes us willing of unwilling, and fo we refit nos. 
But how doth he make 12 wi ling > Whether by an irrefiftible man- 
ner of working in us, or not 3 this fay che Opponents is the main 
queftions Surely fo, as that to ufe Aquinas kis word, the will is 


impelled, though not compelled ; fo as, that though there isin the | 


nature of the willa freedom, and ca acity of aerecing, or diffent- 
ing , in refpect of it felf, yer as it is ie the prefene moved, and 
actuated by che effcCual inclination of the Almighty , now it fo 
{wayes onc way, as if ic had for che time put off the power of refu- 
fing : What need we then trouble our felves with thefe upftare 
rermes Of Refiftibleand Irrefiftible ; Letit content us, that che Crae 
tious inoperation of God cffcCually drawes the heart of man to wil] ; 
tO reccive, to-entertain the happy motions of his Sood Spirit to our 
renovation: If we yield. nor this to God we yield nothinz,and if we 
give him chis, he will nor quarrel us for more, 

~ But what place fover thefe differences have found in Forraign 
Schools, and Pulpits, ours have reafon to be free, if we fhall Jitten 
to that wife, and moderate voice of our church, which our forecited 
reverend Auchor commends unto us, who after the relation of the 
two ¢exeream opinions refteth in this, Medso tet: ffimwssthat men are {o 
ftirred and moved by Grace that they may,if they atrend thereunto, 


- obey the grace,which callecb,and moveth them sAnd that they may, 


by cheir freewil alfo refit ir.But wichal, that God when he will, 
and 6 whom he will gives fuchan abundant, fuch owerful, fuch 


_congrnous, etherwile effedtual grace thar although the will may in 
refpe& of che liberty thereof refift, yet it refifts not, but doth ccra 
_ | X 7 


x tainly, 
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tainly, andinfallibly obey: And that thus God deals with thoft 
whom he hath chofen in Chrift, fo far as {hall be neceffary to their _ 
falvation. Who fo cannot fit down quietly in this decifion me thinks 
_fhould be no friend topeace. | Z | 
And if any man {tumble ar the firft claufe, as at the threthold of © 
this ferrence 3 Lethim know, that our Divines at D ort have in ef- 
fect {aid no leffe, whiles having yielded co mans frec-will in thofe 
~ external works, which are required of us before our converfion, and 
fuppofing certain effects in the way to our converfion, which are 
wrought by the power of the word, and {pirit, inthe hearcs of men 
not yet jultifycd, add further, thac thofe whom God chus affeéts by 
his word and Spirit, thofe‘he doth trucly , and ferioufly call, and 
Theol. invite to faith, andconverfion, and that Chrift in his death nor only 
Brit. founded his Evangelical covenant, but hath alfo obrained of his fa- 
Dord.dé cher, that whercfoever this Covenant fhall be .publithed, there al- 
Art. 2. {6 fhould ordinarily fuch a meafure of grace be adminiftred as fhould 
| TS. 5+ be fufficient to convince all impenitent, and unbelieving men of neg- ° 
Jeét, urcontempr. And laftly, thac whom God ckus affcéts, he 
forfakes not, nor ccafeth to promote in the way of their converfi-: 
on, till he be firft forfaken ofthem by a voluntary negleé& or con- 
ccmpr of this initial grace. _ ; 
But what need any proof hereof whiles that clanfe {peaks but of — 
acommon grace, and the perfons, ro whom this liberty is afcribed, 
are fuch, as by chat learned 8B. are contra-diftinguifhed to them, 
which are trucly called according to the purpofe wf God. Ler-us 
go, but fo far, as thefe rwo guides will joyntly lead us, it will be 
boorleffe to quarrel about any further difcovery. 
 Concetning the fifth Article of perfeverance. The Belgick Op- 
- ponents at firlt {fpake timoroufty, profefling not abfolurely to hold a 
poffibility of the rotall, or finall defection of true telicvers, only 
lufpending their opinion, and rather inclining to the affirmative, 
3 ae bur afterward rhey grew to a 
_ Hane nostram effe fententiam  ftrong refolution of that, where- 
profitemur, hominem de falute e-, of they formerly bue doubred ; 
teria certum effe pelle, @ detere, In whofe writings yer, when a 
folam Der gvatiam effe perfeverar- Man fhallcome to read, that a 
tre canfam fapernaturalem, que fa- Manmay, and ougkt to be ccr- 
cilyet voluatas notra perfeverare@ tain of his own erernal. Salva- 
Uiit & veit.Rem.Ep.ad ext.y.75. Ce tion ; 


‘ 


tion; That the only grace of God is the fupernatural caufe ot 
~ perfeverance, which makes our will both able, and willing to per- 
fevere, he would chink there need no more words, that this quarrel 
were ata happy end. | | 
But when he fhall fee them flying off into the diftin€tions of cers 
raincy for the prefent, and certainty for the future, and dividing 
this latter into abfolure, and conditionatc, difclaiming the onc, 
and eftablifhing che other, fogs this certainty walkes itil in even 
paces with perfeverance, and we can on'y be {ure of Salvation, if 
we continue in faith, and piety ; bur we cannot be fure we fhall 
continue in either, and hear chem conclude it to be both laudable, 
and profitable for a Chriftian to nourith thefe doubts in himfelf, now 
he might, aseafily be induced to think, chat thefe ends can never 
mect. | : 
And yet the oppofices ftrain hard for an accordance, whiles they 


. diftinguith of faiths, and yield ic fic to confider a faithfull Mans _ 


Eftace in refpe& of himfelf, his own weaknefs, and Sathans frauds, 
and in refpeét of the firme promifes, and fupporrations of a faithful 
God : Inregard of the former granting it more then poffible, char 
he fhou'd ucrerly fall away from God 5 bar in regard of the latter 
faftening their perfwafton upon the unremoveable Rock of their 
affurance. | 


But whar need I lanch forth inte this forrain decp > Thofe Op- - 


ponents, which perfeverance meets within our Church either arc, 
_ or fhould be of a fofrer temper, maintaining only fuck falling away 
rom grace, as reverend B, Overall ftarech fos rhe doctrine of the 
Church of Exgland, whofe laft moderation in this point is worthy 
to be wriceenin Letters of Gold. Having firft {er down the two 
contrary Tenets of the oppofite parts, he now brings in the Church 
on thus (wich St. Auftin) defining, as from a Celettial 
air. | 
That believers, as ina common acception, may through infirmi- 
tyof flefh, and power of rempration, depart, and fall off from 
grace, and faith once received, but rhofe believers, which are cal- 
led according to the purpofe of God, and whichare foundly rooted 
‘ina lively faich, can neither totally, nor finally fall away andper- 


ith everlaftingly, bucby che fpecial, and effectual grace of God, _ 


do fo perfevere in a true, and lively faich, thar at laft chey are 


brought unto eternal Life. | Xx2. Now, 


5 
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+ Now, what wife Chriftian, can make dainty of admitting fo 
neccffary, and juft a diftinction, fince common experience tells us, 
there are many Meteors, that forthe time fhine like bright Stars 
over our heads, which ere long we find under our fect refolved into 
a bafe and flimy flough? what heart can defire a more full and {a- 
tisfying determination, whercin both fides have their own, andwe. 
quierly enjoy what is trae in both,when thus much is mutually yield- 
ed, lct him be branded for an eriemy of peace, that will further 
contend. ~' | | 
Now when the Chriftian Reader hath ferioufly perufed thefe dif- 
ferences, efpecially as they are propounded, and arbitrated. by thar 
grave profeffor, and Prelate of our Church on the ene fide, and 
thofe orher our learncd, and worthy Divines on the other fide s. 
Let me appeal to his better thoughts, what he finds here worthy of | 
a publick divifion 2 Well may the Schools pick hence matter enough 
for their Theological Problemes, bur what fhould cither the Pulpi, 
or the prefs do with thefe bufie and boorlefs brabbles 2 My Brethren, - 
Jet our care be to ftudy, and preach Chrift, and him crucified : To 
work the fouls of Men to faith, repentance, picry, juftice, Charicy, 
temperance, and all other heavenly vertues, that they may find 
cordial Teftimonics in themfelves of their happy predeftination ‘to 
Life, and cheir infallible Intereft in the precious bluod of their Re- 
. deemer: Letrus beat down thofe finsin them, which make them 
obnoxious to everlafting damnation and ftrip them of all 
' comfortable aflurances of the favour of God: Ler us not 
undifcreetly {pend our time, and pains in diftracting their 
thoughts with thofe Scholaftical difquifitions, whereof tke know- 
ledz or ignorance makes nothing to Heaven. The way to bleffed- 
nefs is nocfo fhorr, that we fhould finde leafure to make outroads 
into needlcfle and unprofirable fpeculations ; Never Treatife could 
be more neceffary in this curious and quarrellous age,tben de pancitate 
credendorum. The infinite fubdivifions of thofe points, which we ad- 
vance to the honour of being the cbjets of our-belief, confound our 
_ thoughts and marr our peace. Peaceable difcourfe may have much 
Jautude, buc matrer of faith fheuld have narrow bounds. If in the o- 
ther, men will abound in their own fence, alwaies let unity of Spi- 
rit be held in the bond of peace 3 fince God hath given us change of 
rayment, and variety of all intellectual provifions, as Jofeph {aid to. 
: his 


~~ 
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by the dear bonds of brotherhood, by our love to our common mo- ; 
cher the Church, by our holy care, and zeal of the profperous fuc- 
_ .efle of che Gofpel of our Lord Jefus, Lee us all compofe cur hearers ~ 
to peace 5 and reft our felves in thofe common truths, which fober 
niindes fall find abundantly fufficient whether ‘for our knowledc, 
or falvation. a. = 
Thave done, and now! make no other accounr » bur that it wil] 
fall ouc with me, as it commonly doth with him, that offers to pare 
a fray 5 both parts will pechaps drive at me for withing them no 
worle then peace. My ambition of the publick ‘tranquillity’ thal! 
willingly carry me through this hazard : Ler bothbeat me, fo their 
quarrel may ccafe 5’ I {hall rejoyce in thofe blowes and {carres, which 
_ I thall cake for the Churches (a ety: Mens fingers dofe itch after. 
the mainténance of their own opinions, that they can hardly con- 
tain themlelves from flying upon the faireft moderation of any Um- 
pire. Yer I may fafely profefs, that herein Ihave carried my {elf 
fo indifferently, that as] have hid my own Judement, fol have ra- 
ther {eemed partial! againit my own refolutions. If any Man objcét, 
thar I have not fully tated the queftions on ‘both fides, and: drawn 


Let him reccive anfwear to the former of thefe, that it were a fir 
task for him, that intended a full tractation of the points contro. 
veried, and is already too much done by others, my drift is only 
to pick out of both what may found towards concord. He char 


To the latter, that it is 4 More ftri&t rule, then needs to be put 
uponan Agent for peace. For asit is bur juft on the one fide, 


other fide , ir is lawful and meet for Moderate mindes to make 


- theirbeft ufe of thofe favory and wholefome fenrences — 
| rom: 
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from the berrer moode of an adverfary, fuch, fo farr, as they 
come home to me, fhall gladly reconcile him to me. “Ler him 
look how in the reft he ean be reconciled to himfelf; Very thame 
fhall at the Jatt drive fucha one ( if he be ingenuous) from in- 
- compatible propofitionss = 

Inthe mean time the good, that he offers, I will nor refule , 
‘and leave the evil to his avoiding: As a man, that meets witha 
~ flack debror, will aot be unwilling to rake-whar fmall fummes he 
; _canget, till either more may come in, or he may conveniently fue 
; _. for the reft. Ir is good to hold che ground we have gor, till by. the 

.o '.. power of truch we can recover more, | | 


{ if 
yg Se sie te 


a nn Not that I could readily take up with the palpable Equivo- 
a | cations of an Arrius, or Pelagins ; No wile Chapman will ful 
a fer him({clf to be paid with flips. Truth, and Falthood ‘will 

a neccflarily defcry chemfelves ; Neither is ic hard for a judicious 
ee Reader to difcerne a difference betwixt yielding , and diffem- 
_, bling; Where I fee a man conftane to himfelf in a favourable 
_affertion, I have reafon to conftruc it, as a fair comming off — 
, towards reconcilement. If nothing but the rigour of opinions 
fhall be ftood opon , what Hope can there be of Peace 2 To 

. {hur up thercfore, ifwhar I have here meant well, be as well 
. taken, and well improved , I fhall have comfort in the quieting of 

many Hedgts, and many Tengues: If not, at leaft I thall have. 
comfort ia the quictnc fic of mine own heart; which els me I have 
withed well to the Church ef God. To whofe awful fentence I do 
m oft humbly fubmit my felf, and thefe my poor endeavours, profef- 
fing my felf ready to cat, whatfoever word thee fhall diflike and 
defirous to.buy her peace even withblood. | 

Now the God of peace.eucline the hearts of men, as to zeal of trith, foto. 
love of peace: And fince we are fallen upox thofe poires, which are ai{ pa- 

7 | table to the worlds end ( as we fee inthe praiife both of the Romith , and 

ui Germane and Netherlandith Churches ) the fame Gad compofe the minds 

of men to a wife moderation, and binde up their los inafafe, and difcreet 
lence, thas tf our bratns muft needs differ, yet our hearts and tongues may 
beever one, Amen. . rs eh : 


4 
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LETTER. 


CONCERNING | 


WYNY good Mr. B. Youfend me flowers from your Gar- 


Say 
SINZA (5 den, and. Look for foine. inreturne out of mine;I do. 
N1RS9 B nor more willingly fend you thefe, then I do thankfully 


Ow > receive the other : I could not keep my hand from the 


in the mudff of my attendance: As my defire of your fatisfa@ion 


MS APE AT EEA OE PONE ILO. PLIGG I OE AP OG A ENT ES STE, 


39° eu . 
ir, it chey would wreft Fathers cothem, while they ule Scripture ic 
{clf fo violently ; For that their firft inftance of Hymenew.and Alex- 

ander how vain itis like chemfelvcs ? = 
Nothing can be more plain then that thofe men were’ groffe hyp- 

pocrires ; who dotibrs therefore burthey shighr fall from: all that 
good, .they pretended ro have.; Whar is this to prove that a tnic 
child of God may do fo : but-( fay they ) chefe men had faith and : 

a good confcience True, fucha faith and goodneffe of confcience 

as may be incident into a Worldly counterfeit. Yea but (they re- 

ply ) a true juftifying faich ; I think {uch a one as their own 5 rather 

I may fay thefemen defevre not the praife of Hsmenews-his faith; 

which is hothing in this place bur -Orthodoxe do@rine ; How oft 

doth St. Pailule the word fo, to his. Timothy, 1 Tim. 4.1, Inthe 


—— 


latter times [ome flaall depart fromthe faith ; interpreted in the next | 
words, ad ball give heed to [pirits of error , and dogtrines of Deuzlls 5 _& 
and 2 Tim. 3.8. He defcribes his falfe teachers by this title, Repro- 


bate concerning the faith ; Which] think no man will expound of rhe 
grace, bur<he Dottrine : Yet (fay they ) chere is no neceflity binds 
us to that fenfc here ? Bur rhe ce of this place compared with o- 
thers may evince ic 5 That which followes plainly points us_ te this . 
meaning ( that they mighi learn not to blafpheme ) Their fin was 
therefore an Apoftafy fromthe Doftrine of the Gofpel, and cafting’ 
~ foul afperfions upon that profeffion;: fo chat an oppofitien co whole- 
fome Doctrine was their fhipwrack : They excepr yet; A good 
confcience is added tu this faich ; cherefore ic muft needs be meant _ 
of jultifying faich ; Dobucturne your eyes to 1 Tim. 3.9. where 5 
(asin aacommentary upon this place ) you fhall finde faich aml 
~ good confcience fo conjoynedsthat yer the Doétrine, nor rhe vertue 
of faith is fignified: St. Pas! defcribes his Deacon there by his {pi- 
ricuil wealth 5 Having the myMery of fa:th 12 pure confcieme: No 
~ man can be fo groffe to rake the myltery of faith forthe grace of 
faith ; or for any other then the fame Author in the fame chap- 
ter cals the myttery of Godlynefs: It is indeed fit that a good com- 
{cience fhould be the cofer, where truth of Chriftian Doétrine is the . 
treafure ; Therefore both are juftly commanded together’; fand like- 
ly each accompanies other in their lofs, and that of Jrenew is found 
crue of all hereticks 3 fententiam impiam, vitam luxuriofam, Oc. Yea 
but Hymenem and Alexander had both thefe then, and loft b6rh : 


They 


a ee a 
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They had both in ourward profeffion, not in inward lincerity ; that 
rule ‘ts certain and eternal, If they had been of us, they had con- 
tisued wich us nothing is more spr with the Spirit of God 
then to fuppofe us fuch as we etend ; that he might give us 


_ an example of Charicy in the cenfure ‘of each: Other :- of which kind 
as thar noted place, Heb. 10, 29. And couzteth the blood of the Teffa- 


meni wherewith he ws fandifyed an unboly thing sand thofe unufual elo- 
ies which are given to the. Churches, to whom the Apoftolical: 

nea were directed, _ Peg a - « 

- This place therefore intends no other but thar Himeneus and Alex. 
ander which were once profeffors of tke Chriftian do@trine, and fuch 
as lived orderly in an unblameable, and outwardly holy fathion to 
the World, had now tucn’d their copy ; caft off. che profeffion 
which they made, and were fallen both to loofeneffe of mangers, 
&¢ calumniation of the truth hey had abandoned. | 

~_ For that other Scripture, Rem. 8. 12, 13. No place can be more. 
effetual ro cut the throat of this uncemfortable herefy : St. Pawl 
Writes to a mixt company 5 it were ftrange if allthe Romans fhouid 
have been truly fanctifyed ; rhefe which were yet carnal he threats 
with death, Jf ye Live after the Slefh ye fball dye ; Thofe-which are re- 
generate (contrary to the wicked ‘paradox of thofe men) he affures 
of life 5 Lf ye mortifie the deeds of the flefh by the Spirit, ye fball live: 
How doth he exclude the Spirit of bondase to th 3 which thefe _ 
good guides would lead in again ; how con dently doth he averrthe 
inward reftimony of Gods Spirit to ours ; and afcribes that voice to 
ic which bars all doubt and difappointmentsfand tels us by the pow- 
erful affurance of this 4464, we are fons, and if fons heirs, coheirs 


- with Chrift ; Let them now go and favsthat God may difinherit his 


own fon, that he may caft off his adopred : But, fay they,to the fame 
regenerate perfons he applyes thefe rwo clanfes, and Ch atonce, 
ye have recerved the Spirit of adoption, and yct,tfye. walk after the flefh ye 
foal die; what followes of this comminatior, ? any affertion of the 
poflibility of Apoftafy in the regenerate 2 Nothing leffe: Thefe 
threacs are to make us take better hold, and to walk more warily 5 
asa father chat hath fer his little fon on horfeback (itis Zapchies 
comparifon ) bids him hold fat, or clfe he fhall fal] 5 though he 
uphold him the whileschar both he may caufe him hereby to fir_faft 
and call she more carneftlyfor his impporracion. Bur the fcope ~of. 
"3 ; Ay! 
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the place plainly excorts a divifion of carnal men and regenerate ;. 


the chreats are propound ed co the one,the promifes and affurance to 
che other ; and therefore no touch from hence of our uncertainty 
in a confeffed eftate of renovation. | 


For that Mat. 12. 43- The Apodofis, or inference of the parable 
might well have ftop’t the mouthes of thefe Cavillers: fer you thall, , 


Gnde’in the end of it; fo fhall ic be with this wicked generation ; I 
fuppofe no man will be fo abfurd,as to fay thefe Jewes had formerly 
‘received true jultifying faith ; How (heuld they, when they rejeét- 
ed the Afefias 2 And yet of them is this parable {poken by our Savi- 
ours own explication: Maldonate himfelf a learned and {pightful 
Jefuire, canincerpret icnootherwife. Jdeo Chriftas boc dixit ut do- 
coret pe;ores effe Fudaos, quam fi nunguam Des legem & cogaitionem ac- 
_cepiffent, and to this purpofe he cites Hilery, Hicrom, Beda: and 


chig fence is fo clear, that unleffe rhe feven Devils had found harbour 


in the dry hearts of thefe men, they could not fe grofly pervert ir ; 
Quench not the Spirit, 1 Thef. 5. will never prove a final or total ex- 


_ __ tin@ion of faving grace 5 the Spirit is quenched when the degrees of 


it are abated; when the good motions thereof are by our fecuricy tes 
fall; we grant the Spirit may be quenched in tate not in tefe; ‘Or 
if we fhould fo rake it, as they defire ; Lremember Asfix parallels 
this place wichthat other to Timothy, Let no man defpife thy youth ; 
Nor, faith he, that che Spirit can be quenched , or that contempt 
can be avoided ; bur thatinthe one we may not indeavour to da. 


that which may tend towards this wrong to the Spirit 3.and in the 


ether that we fhould be careful not todo.thar which may procure 
contempt 3 The place, | remember not dircétly 5 but zwmeres teneo,. 
fi verkatenerem: But in all likelytood that place founds quite another 
way ; asmay appear by the connexton of is with thofe cwo ({enten- 


ces following 3 Asif he thould have faid, difcourage not the graces. 


that you finde in any of your Teachers ;-de{pife nor their preaching ; 
trye their dogtrines: And now wharis this to the falling from Grace? 

_ ‘Which of us do not teach the neceffity ef perfeverance > -He only 
~ thac indures to che end (hall be faved 5 Be fasthful ta the death, and, 
ec. But he tharhath ordained we fhall be faved, hath ordained 
our perfeverance asa mean to this {alvation ; and hath. appointed 
thefe fharp advifis as the means.and motives of our perfeverance : 
So as he that thall Le faved flall alfa tndure te the end 3 Becanfe no max 

) | | | placks 
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placks them out of my hand, faith Chrift: How evidently doth the Spirie 

of God proclaime our certainty againtt thefe donbt-mongers 2 Evcr 

where is he as full of affurance,as thefe men of difcomfort: He tha ts 

borne of God finneth not, neither can fin, becaufe be i born of God, and 

the feed of God remainesin thems what an invincib'e, and irefragable 1 Fo, 3. 

contolation is this > The feed of life is {own in the hearts of the e- 3 

leét;though they could be dead to rhemfeWves, yet to God theycannor, 
And what a fuppofition is chat of Chrift ; ‘that if ic’ Were pofsible ary» 

the very elect thould be deceived? Defponfabote mshi in perpetuum ; o 

and a thoufand of this ftrain, which your exercife in thofe holy leaves Hof. 2. 

hach,I doubr not,abundantly furnifht you withal : held faft ther my 

dear friend, this fare anchor of our undeceivable hopesand {pit in the 

face-of men or Devils chat thall go about to lacken your hand; Lee 

thefe vain Spirits fing defpair to chemfelves ; for us,we know whom 

we have believed 5 Thus hath my pen run it felf out of breath in this 

{o impertant a demand ;and mucha do haye I had to reftrain itsnei- 

ther would / give you one houres incermiffion to my an{wer; which 

i know your love cannot but accept, as that which Proceeds from a;; 

heart zealous both of God and you, os a 


eae apenas Yetuereeedes ae ee Sea a eEeetieettIereecrey-_--,? 
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. Reverendiffimo Viro, 
o NA. Ant i 
~ D*Marco Antonio 
| - DE DOMINIS | 
Archiep. SpaALATENS1 Epiftola 


7 DISCESSUS SUI 
Ad ROMAM_ diffuaf. 


BREWS Oli gravate ferre ( Reverendifime Prafal) candidam hance. 
Sei (9 Sc animi & calami ( devoriffimi cibi ueriufque ) hiberra- 
SIMNQE tem, fanc expreflic mihi vel renicenti verba hee prius fin- 
Kae cerus quidam & religionis zelus & tui. Fama eft te dif- 
cefflum a nobis meditari, neque ram loce cedere velle, 

quam fide ; ftrenua profecto fufpicione non caret hec ipfum profi- 


ci{ci, meque enim.cujufquam fubire mentem poreft hominem fencra — 


velle animi caufa peregrinari, deferbuic procul dubio jam div juveni- 
his ille ardor relictas pridem.oras curiofe revifendi, nec ica craffi fa- 
mus infulares, ut credere poffimus coelum te murare velle, nifi ani- 
mum prius quadam-tenus mutare decreviffes, multo vere minus 
feprem illos invifos coelo rotiefque tuo fulmine i&tos colles repetere ; 
novimes & nos far bene ingenium Rome, ecquem latere potcft, ne- 
dum hominem. cordatam quam. infida fit illa ftatio fuperbe Hierar- 
chize expugnatori ? Moneat te olim vefter Felgestivs, quam nihil ira. 
turum fit Pontificie Majeftatis tancillo violatori, etiam poft.fidem 


fi qua famz fides ) fanéte datam, poft promiffa munera, poft beni-.. 


( 

gniflime invitationis blanditias, Viderit tua prudentia ur te vel pro- 
pudiofifiima Palinodia, taCteque quas dejerafti prius, ar liberaverint. 
O tuam ( figuem modo profireris, fanus S orthodoxs ) Romam re- 
mreare audeas, miram animi cofifidentiam, piamque Martyri fium, 
dignam ftupore noftro, dignam immortalitate, quin nobis iftic lice- 


ret & hanc tibi gloriam invidere, & gratulari foslicitarem, fed quam 
te parum provehat ambitio, eft quod non immerito timeamus. Quid. 


ergo? ABgre profedto monuerim opus effe novas profectionis fuz ra- 
3 | tiones 
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ones exponat Reverentia veftra; quas vero tandem illas, ficx faifis li- 
ceat (uti plebeis femper licuit conjcGtari_ ) fan@um cuoddam uni- 
endz Ecclefie ftudinm te Romam, difcorde kujufce facerrimam 
fedem, propellic; machinaturum demum aliquid , quo func ftiffime 
‘Chriltiani orbis lites aliquando fopianur, ad cuod quidem opus in- 
ftructiorem te aliis omnibus produxiffe vifus cit ille pacis author, ani- 
mus cerre quam non defit memini te alicubi palam profitcri.. Ali- 
cubiinquis, a primis clericatus mei annis, in me innatum poenc de- 
fiderium videndz unionis omnium Chrifti Ecclefiarum feparationcm 
Occidentis ab Oriente in rebus fidei, Auftri ab Aquilone xcuo ani- 
mo ferre.nunquam potcram, cupicbam anxie tor tantorumaue {chif- 
matum caufam agnofcere, ac perfpicere, num peffir aliqua excogita- 
ri via omnes Chritti Ecclefias ad veram antiquam unionem compo- 
nendi, idque videndi ardebam defiderio, dolore intcrne animi €x tot 
diffidiis ineer Chriftianz religionis profeflores, cx odiis acerrimis in- 
ter nobiliffimas Ecclefias inflammatis, ex tunica Carifti foede {cifla - 
. Sclaceraraconcepto, excruciabar. Qui me dolor & nimia trifticia 
Mirum in modum eonficiebar, & indies magis conficicin dcque ad 
fervens ftudium invirabar : Dignam {ane piiffimo prefule lapfoque e 
ccelis pacis #"e!# > Quis non hunc una & animi candorem & ardo- 
rem zeli pronus exofculetur ? Perear certe quifquis eft, pcrcat pef- 
fume qi defcerptiffime Ecclefiz redintegrationem {uo ipfus fanguine 
redempram ire nolueric. Sed parce fi me audis( colendiffime preful) 
parce huic laberi, novimus nos iftic, quid poffint humanz vires, vo- 
tis nos una tecum, ft lubet, ufque conrendemus, ut Dei beneficio 
beet aliquando Chriftianam Rempublicam pax alma, reipicienfque 
ab alto diffipet tandcm omnes errorum inimicitiarumque procejlas, 
guibus hodierno die miferrime confli€@amur, fed mortalium ‘quif- 
quis fe hoc effeStum dare pofle {perar, nimio quam fruftra eft: aut 
enim exuat fe prorfus oporret Romana Ecclefia-( quod quis hominum 
fuadere fe pofle aurcemet aut hoc profc@o nullo modo fiert: poreft ; 
non negarim equidem ( dedimus enim. & nos ftrenue, quantum po 
tuimus operam huic inftiruro ¥ poencs urramque licigandum 
parrem, effe facta. pacis limina que aliquanto proprius liceret ( ab{- 
que ullo_ fidet damno ) falurare. Nam &-. levicale que- 
dam funt, que to licerer, alterutrique ( fi opus foret indulgere, 
necpre Quid impedir quo eainus in tractandarum (:quz nect flario ob- 
veniunt ) controverfiarum modo, plus.utiiaque mederationis Chrifti- 
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ane polfig adhiberi, fed uc unanimem in fummis relgionis capitibus 
( que nunc ct Rome indoles ) concordiam ineamus (delens edico ) 
haud minus impoflibile eft, quam luccm tencbris Belsali Deum con- 
fociari. Qu am infamis audit hodie Johazis Stavmti media, non fecus 
ac lata illa que ad unum ufque Barathrum deducit via ; quam vapu- 
lac eciamnum bonus ille Ca/ander, Friciufque, & quifque modcratio- 
ris ingenti theologus, pacis aufus cft meminifle 2 Quin & cepidos 
hee -cticis {uis connumerandos cenfuit pridem, nee nemo Galicanorum 
‘patrum Gualterus quis vero re melius novit, quam mordicus olim te- 
nucrunt Tridentini patres , vel minimas quafque quifquilias , ftipu- 
Jamque fu (quam vocant ) fidei ? Quibus orbem Chriftianum pe- 
nitus conflagrare maluerunt, Romani rerum domjni , quam ut tan- 
tillum {uo qualicunque jure ctedere viderentur, Ecqua nunc fpes eft 
poft tot annorum pertinaciam profuftores veri Pontificios chariffimis 
erroribus ultro ab renunciaturos 5 nimia prefecto fide fit oporter, qui 
iftud crediderit. Fat nunc. quis probus. monitor & fuggerat ifta 
( cujus in pe@tore concluf'a delitefcie Ecclefia } Pontifici fammo {ine 
_ Modo fuadere tibi-obfecro fancte Pater, ut fafluofum hunc Papatum , 
Monarchicumque in Ecclefias Dei imperium abdicare velis, ‘noli Ca- 
thedram tuam ( quod foles ) #«rrvenditares define tibi poft cam | 
aperram tuotum hominum crutefcentiam , arrogare gladium illum 
alrerum poreftacis {ecularis 5 cave tui-ipfius precepra divinis equipa- 
tranda cenfeas edicafque. Infigneillud commentum Tranfubitanti- 
ationis, Sacrificii Miflatici,Purgatorii ignis, farere tandem @ exfi- 
bila, noli Ecclefiam Chriftianam deinceps ludos faccre lucrofis indul- 
gentiarum nundinationibus, jubcas ne fanctorum cffigies, reliquizve 
inIdola convertantur. Quid quzfo aliud a magno Romuls nepote 
nifi facem crucemve reportabit 2? Quid ergo? ubi fteterir palam erro- 
sum parentibus fimul & patronis, quidvis aut agere, aut pati porius, 
". quam ut.a fencentia fua , quamliberimpia, ac prodigiofa difcedere 
velint, quid a nobis candem putat paternitas veftra primave verita- 
tis afleclis poffe expeCari,ut conclamatiffimis erroribus dare manus, 8 
plus quam {crvili jugo Pontificiz Tyrannidis colla fubdere,jam fero a- 
numum inducamus? Non ira fane & Deum & hominem exuere pof- 
fumus, ut hac tam infana lege: pacem colere mavelimus Alrerum 
profc do horum (fi quando convenire Jubitum) plane necefle eftur aut 
illierrare, aut nos recta ire definamus, ilud ipfi valde nofunt, hoc 


Deus, 
Quod, 


. 


~e =m 


lima queque obeundi , idem hodie facraum Deo pedus infideat 


promevearque. Cave tibi Tyrrhenum mare ingrefluro a duodecim 
{copulis, plebiquidem naurarum forfitan incogniris, tibi vero peric. 
lt fcilicer exitium non. 


tiffimo navicularori exploratiffimis: minitancur 
cymbis modo quotidianis, {cu onerariis, {cu aCtuartis, fed ubico 
transfretaveris, fane ant impingae tua navis neccfle eft, auc fubfidar, 
dicam planius, ne te falusipfa fervare potcrir, ubi Remam accef- 
{eris quin ant damnatos a ec pridem errores, murata velificatione 


revaces, reforbeafque, aur damneris vivi comburio, durum urrunque 


omen, neculla alia ratione, nif prudenti (quod cautus ufque fecilti) 
profugio avertendum. Poreftne fieri ut adco fis prodigus cotius tui, 
horum uti alcerucrum, wro placideque vitam iftic agenti arrideat > 
Certa mors imminet utrinque reduci, corporis quidem, fi verum fa- 
teri audes, fi dejerare anime. Atat fiquidem animo jampridem di(- 
ceflum a nobis anreverteris, non erit ut de diuturniore aliqua molis 
excimz retentione follicici fimus: Nolo ego de te tanto Theologo 


mali quicquam opinari, levis cajufdam inconftantiz fi re uum ipfius 


factum palam alligaric, eft quedtibi fuccenfeas. Dic mihi vero pet 
Deum immortalem ( Magne Preful) quid tandem eft, quod te no- 
bis poft aliquot anneram moram, jam de fubito abripere, Romamque 
pellicere puruit 2Numquid inhofpita tbi vila eft gens noftra?Minulve 
quam forte fperaras virtutibus tuis indulram ? Caufari profedto iftud 


non potes , in quem larga benigniflimi Regis manus tam ampla, tam: 
opima corfgeffit ultro munera,majora infuper (fi foret opus) largiruras, 


guem Aula, Urbs, Academia utraque, pl bs denique univerfa ita fu- 


{picere folita eft,et venerari.Quin & hec ipfa,qua jam fereniffimi Re- 


gis beneficio frueris, difcedendi, libertas,quam ingenue cecum iftic a~ 


Gum fuerir,fatis clamitat.Non ea patet ubique nobis pleniffima eundi 


qua Iubet, redeundique facultas. Fneree noftris quibus Roma” vidifle 
~ Caritale pridem fuic, funt qui ubi fev urbis limina infelici pede te- 
tigerint, ccfferine illico Lictori, jamque feprendecem plus minus an- 
nos modo ufque fupereffe licuerit ) carcere inquifitorio crudeliffime 


detentifunt. Non ita nos rractamus hoftcs, non perduclles noftros, 
nedum advenas 3 xquo parent iftuc coelum & tcrra : peflimeque de- 


Britannia nottra meriti , hofpitium nimis hercle benignum fibi polli- 
eentur. Nam tibi ergo parum placucre morcs noftri ? Paulo forfan 


depravatiores fokitiorefque quam par eft,.vivendi rationes ? Obre- 
22 pent. 


“ON 


: | 89 
Quod fi (qui olim Czfari anioms fuiffe dicieur ) non nifi difficil- 
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pent certe vel fan@tiffimo populo faculi fui vitia, neque noftros omires 


immunes vendicamus ab illa malorum illuvic, cujus bonos quofque & - 
piger 8¢ puder {erio. Venient {candala, vetus verbum cit Servatoris ; 
Arqui teipfum appello teftem judicemque, quicquid fumus, non adhuc 
Italiam impietate exequavimus. Cedemus profecto.non inviti genti. 
Pontificie, neque illidiram hanc inhoneftamque palmam invidcbi-. 


sous. Finge nos (fiplacer) mulco adhuc improbiores, juftificabic. 


a 


nos ramen Rema,ipfa Delos Pemificii Apollinis,lrali vice Det coclum, | 
de qua merito quod olim dixerit Deus, Vivo ego, dicit Dominus Deus, 
quia non fecit Sodoma foror tua, tpfa CF filia ejus, ficut feciftr tu & filia 


tue, ctiam inter Purpuratos Ecclefte ulius Moderatores comperics,a 


quibus turpiffimi inter noftres gancones facile fe victos farcbuntur. 


Quid ergo demum? Num difplicet quam nos iftic profiremar,rcligio? 
“Abfir, abficuc grandevus Antiftes tam eximiis animi doribus imberus 


recedivam patiatur; Apage mendacem famam, nen peflum ego 
tam iniquis rumt‘calis aurem Sa vulgus,nole - 
ego iftoc credere, nolo fufpicari. Quod fi quis “tui fimilts tam male 

confuler $¢ fue & aliorum faluti, eum fic audacter compellare non 


dubirarem. Difplicctne ergo religio 2? Non ca nune primulum isno- 


tefcit, diu eftex quo utrinfque Ecclefie dogmata, ferio foliciceque 


penficulaveris, ac noram a te probe fententiam noftram denique am- 
plexus folam veritati divine confonam orbi propinavcris, vcracique 
calamo palam confignaverts. 

- Eequod vero nunc novi luminis tibi improvifo obortum fic illuftravie 
oculos ut qu folertiffima vigintifere annorum indagine fnefra pere 
quifiveris ,clariffime demum cerneres. Res eadem eft.tu fi fisaliusvi-. .. 
deris quod te numen murarit.Certe qui religioncm noftram odio ha- 

entplu(quam Eteocleo,fatentut nos verum dicere,fed torumnon diccre 
criminantur, quicquid eft pofitivae(quam appellant) apud noftros The-. 
ologiz etiam adverfariis perplacet, negattsnum folummode quarun- 
dam paulo atrociorum graviter accufamur,nempe audacem illam,im- 
piamq; nove fidei farraginem ferre nec pofle nos,nec debere profite- 
mur,nihil quicqum addimus nihil timmutavimusnon aut formofiur cft, 
quam fuit olim Romanz Eccefiz facies,aut reformataturpior.Dic mi- 
hi nunc cur quz intoleranda tibi primum vifa funercligionis aflumenta 
placere incipiant?Cur jam {ero primigenia noftr fimplicicatis forma 
tibi fordefcere videatur 2? @bfecro te ( ampliffime Domine) imo adjuro 
per Domigum Jefum Chriftum redeas ad cor tuum, velifque animz 

j , (Ux 
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tue milereri,fencx nunc es, moneant te Cani tui (flores illi coemi- | 
ccriales: qui nunc caput tuum graviquodam decore obregunt) non 
longe abeffe fatalem illum diem, quo tremendo fummi Judicis tri- 
bunali fifteris racionem demurete fencentiz redditurus. -Ogita jana 
ferio quid refponfi datyrus fis illi, ili falli nt{cio, viverum, mortuo- 
rumque arbitro, quicquid certe fiat cece plebeculx, cui perfida 
Doétorum Tyrannide coelettis doftrine jubar intercludi foler, fieri 
non poreft, quin uc eu quem tam infigni erudicione rerumque omniwm 


_. fcientia inftruxic Deus poenam a veritatis agnita: prins abneg areque 


acerrimo vindice reportes, Aflurgent contra tein illo verendo die 
fcripta tua egregia orthodoxias quondam tux mcnumenta zvitcrna, 
ceftabencurque & quis olim fueris & quam folidis rationum nixus ff) - 
mamentis ad noftras parces acccfleris rurpemque tibi lapfum coram 
Deo & Angelis exprobrabunt. Interim verocce!um 8 terra nobis 
artcftentur, avon fic in Guo nos facris indubii{que Dei eloquiis non 
firmiffime adhereamus. Ecquid in quo fan@orum patrum, concili- 
orum@ae atithoricare deftrmamur, ccquid in quo nos a Romanis dif- 
ceffionem fecerimus, nifi a afe, a Deo difceffiffe confticeric. 
O pies falutarefque noftros drrores ; Ecquis bonuseft, qui cum bea- 
cis Patribus, cum glorfofis Martyribus, cum fan@iffimis A oftolis, 
cum Deo denique ipfo errare dubitaverit > Aliam profeé&to femiram 
qui fibi calcandam elegerit errer, cadat, pereat ; necefle eft. Fige 
ergo fi fapis, (Wenerande preful) fize iftic pedem,mane ufque nobifcum 
Sc fruere Deo, fruere Evangclio, fruere fuavifsima bonz confcien- 
tiz pace. Quod fi te ifta parum moveant, age orna hanc modo, & 
accipe quandogu‘dem ita vis, fugam ab hoc Afylo pacis fimul & Re- 
ligionis,daq; aurem noétuis illis (ti quz fint ) ldioliticis que tibi iftec 
fuaferine olim ( vivit Dominus) fera duceris fa@ti: poenitentia, Brit- 
tamamyse noftram auc nunquam vidiffe, auc nunquam dercliqniffe 
fruftra ex optabis, quod ex animo deprecor. ! 


Reverentia veftra bureslime deditifimus 
Jofeph. Hallus -Archipresh. wigornien, — 


gor , 


LETTER. 


PARANETICALL, 
WORTHY KNIGHT _ 


Ready co Revolt from the 


YEN Ges then ours, with fo much mere indignation muft we 
| | needs chink of thofe Cheaters ( for fo 1 conftrue Sr. 
Pauls le) chat would fain win you from us with meer tricks of 
mif-fuggeftion ; che atcempt whereof hath given occafion to thefe 
warm lines which my true zeal of your fafery hath drawn from me = 
So much hath been already fpoken to this cavill, that wonld you 
pleafe bur to caft your eye upon Bifhop Afortoss treatife of the 
grand impofture, and Bifhop Bedells Epiftles to wadfworth you 
could nor defire other fatisfaGuon, thither give me Icave to referr 
you at your beft leafure, inthe mean time IcaftI fhould feem wil- 
ling to {pare my own indcavors, letme fhortly dilcover the vanity 
of that ftale collufion which fome Seducers would put upon you. 
Certainly, Sir, che more you look into thefe quarrels the more 
you find chat Templum Domini, was not a more mocking plea a- 
mongft the Jews of old, then Ecelefia Catholica, is this day among - 
Chriftians, chofe challenge it whole that have it not, and thofe ~ 
| . ave 


have right co it, are excluded with equal umportunicy. Blefled be 


God you were born and bred in a noble and renowned Daughter of 
that greatand univerfal Mother, the Church of England, what 
eafon can an Enemy fhow you why you fhould repent you of fuch a 


parentage and {pit in che face of fo gracious a Mother and nurfe, . 


nothing ir feems, ts urged to you bur her age 5 It is a killing word 
wich rhofe Romifh Impofters, where was your Church betore Ls 
ther, then which, there was never any plea more idle, more tri- 
volous, when it falls under a wife and judicious difcuffion ; for con- 
fider 1 befeech yeu. Did we go abour to lay che foundations of 3 
new Church, the challenge were moft juft ; Primam verwn was 
che old and {ure rule of Sertullian, we abhorr new Churches, and 
new Truths, find ours either to be, or to be precended fuch, and 
forfake us: But when all our claim, all our endeavour is onely the 
reforming and repairing of an old Church, faulty in fome moul- 
dred ftones, and mif-daubed with fome unrempered, and Jacely 
laid morter, what a frenzy isthis to ask where thac Church was 
which we {how them fenfibly thus repaired, had ic sot been before 


how could it have been capable of chis amendment, and ificbe bur _ 
reformed by us, Ic was formed before, and having been fince de-. 


formed by cheir errors, is only reftored by us tothe former beauty, 


As fure as there isany Church, any truth in the World this is the - 
true and only Stare of chis controverfie, the mif-prifion whereof . 


hach been guilty of the lefs of many thonfand fouls. To {peak - plain- 
ly, ic is onely the grofs abufes, and palpable innovations of the 
Church of Rome which we have parted from, fer thefe afide, they, 


and we, are, andvvillbe one Church, let thisbe done, and if heir 


cruclty, and uncharitablenefs would fever us, our unicy of faith 
and Chriftian love thall make us one, in {pight of malice : If theie 


mif-zealous importuniry will needs fo incorporate chofe which we - 


can convince for new etrours, as to make them effential to the very 
being of their Chtrch, they are more injurious to themfelves, then 
their Enemies can be, we can but lament to fee them guilty of their 
own mi(chief ; For us we have erred in norhing bur this, char we 


‘would not err 3 to demonftrate this in particulars, were along-fome 
task, and chat which have aleeady performed in thar my treatife | 
‘of che Old Religion, may it pleafe you to let fall your eye upon that’ 


plain and moderate difcourfe,you fhall confefs this truch made good, 
8 | L22 “every 
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j every parcel whereof Iam ready to juftifie againft all gainfayers; 
; when thefe Men therefore thall ask, where our Church was, an- 
{wer them boldly, where itis 3Itis wich Churches, as with thofe ~ 
{everall perfons, whercof they confift, give me a Man that having 
oe been Romith for opinion is now grown wiler, and reformed, he _ 
’ hach ftill the fame “n or effence, though not the fame errors, he’ 

| is the fame Man then, yea add he is the fame Chriftianthar he © 
~ was whiles he holds firmly all chofe Articles of Carholick faith: 
which are cflentiall to Chriftianicy ; if he now find reafon to reje@& 
thofe hideous novelties of che inerrability of a Man of fin, of the 
new and monftrous, but invifib'e, incarnation of his Saviour by 
charm of a finfull Prieft, of marting of fins, of purgatory flamcs,. 
ee | “Sand the reft of charupftart rabble of che Tridentine Creed, whiles 
ee he undoubtedly believes all thofe eruchs which carried our Fathers 


an (-who lived before the hatching of thefe devices ) fafely and direét-. 
7 | ly to Heaven, who can deny him the honor of true Catholicifme 


and Chriftianiry : No otherwife is it in whole Churches, whereof 
every believeing foul isan abridgment ; if any of them find juft. 
caufe to refute fome newly obtruded opinions, which the reft are 

fet to maintain, whiles in the mean time the foundation remains 
entice, this can be no ground to dif-Church that differing company 
of Chriftians, neither are they other from themfelves, upon this di-- 

verfity of opinion, | ; | : 
__. Burl hear whas fome whifpcrers fay: Ic is the determination of 
: the Ciurch which makes what poinrs fhe thinks fit, ae fide, and 
oe. fundamental: Let me confidently fay this is themoft dangerous in-- 
novation that.can fall into the ears, hearts, hands of Chriftians ; If 
the Church can make another God, another Chrift, another Hea-- 
ven, other Prophets and Apoftles, fhe may alfolay another foun-: 
dation ; Bur the old: rule of thechofen Veffcl,. wheron I: {ccurcly: 

caft my foul, 1S, 2 - 
7 Fundamentum alud sei nemo poteft. | 

Bar, that You may a, cover the fraud, what Church: 
iS-it, Lbefeech vou,to whota this power ir arrogated? and by whom: 
is.icufurped a None, but the Roman, and wharis that bue a parti- 
culat Church ? I {peak boldly, chere was nover fo grofle a gullery 
ot in-che World as chis 3 what intereft hath Rome in Heaven more’ 
then. Const astineple, chen Parts, then Pragwe,then Bafil, then Londen, 
- | Pi 


or any other Ciry under Heaven, or what priviledg hath the Jtalian 
Church, ‘above the Greek , French, Germane , Englifh, Xt is the 
charge of the Apoftle : 44) Brethren have uot the faith of God in repped 
of perfons :1 may upon the fame Grounds, fay,in refpe& of places,the 
locality of eruthis che moft idle and childifh plea, that ever impofed 
‘ wpon wife men: Away with chis foppery the true divinity of St. Pe- 
ter was, andis, in every Nation he chat feareth God and work- 
eth righteoufnefs is accepted of him, the climate makes no diffe- 
rence and if more refpect have been antiently given to that See,then, 
to others, icwas the foveraizgnty of ‘rhe City which chen drew 
on thefe honours to the Church ; which upon the very fame reafon. 
were no Icffe tranfmirted to Constantinople: Set chofe afide, and 
what holinefle can Titer challenge above Rhene, or Thames? Ler 
fooles be mocked with thefe fancies, bur you whom God’ hath in- 
dued with fingular judgment and underftanding, in all things will 
eafily refent the fraud ; and fee that there is no more reafon why: 
the Englifh Church fhould conform in opinion to the Romith (were 
the Doétrines equally indifferent) rhen the Roman Church to the 
Englifh. They are but the feveral limms of one large and‘ univerfat 
~ body; and if in refpeét of outward order there have b en,or may be: 
acknowledged a precedency, yet im regard of the main’ fibftance of 
~ trach we cannot admit of any dependance on any Church under’ 
Heaven ; Here, thac which is the purer from Error and corruption, 


_ fnuftrake the wall, maugre all the loud throats of acclaming: para~ 


fites, yea fo far muft we needs be from pinning our faish upon the: 
fleeve of: Rome, asthat we cannot ( without violence offered to our’ 
own con{ciences ) but fee and fay that there is no partitular.Church 
on Earth, fo branded by the Spirit of Gad,-in the Scriptures, as 
Rome ; In fo- much as the beft abbertors, and deareft faurors- of that’ 
_Sce, are glad co plead'that Rome is St. Peters'aid: St. Folins Babylen:: 
we bleffe God for ftanding on our own fect,. and thofe feer of ours: 
ffand njon the iafallible grounds of che..Prophers;, and Apoftles, of 
Primitive Creeds, Councels, Fathers, and: therefore we can no 
more deceive you, then they can deceive ns. | 
- The cenfure that the enemies of our Courch caf upon it, is nor 
vatnxh, bur defect,they dare not bar grant what we fay is true, bur: 
they blame us for not faying all is true which they fay 5: now’ chat 
which we fay,. was enough to ferve thofe amient. ores 
_ 4 | ived: 
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lived before thofe lately deviled additions, the refufal whercof is 
made haynous and deadly tous; how fafe, how happy is this.er- 
rinz > Let my foul be with thofe blefled Martyrs, Confeffors, Fa- 
thers, Chriftians which never lived co hear of thofe new Articles of 

the new Roman faith, ‘and I dare fay, you will nor wiih yours any 
other where, there cambe no danger in old cruchs, there can be 
naching bur danger in new ob trufions. Bur 1 finde how apt my pen 

is to over-run the bounds ofa letter, my zeal of your fafery carries. 
mc into this length, the ercors into which thefe feducers would Icad 
you are deadly, efpeciallyupon a revolt : your very ingenuity 1 hope 

( befides grace ) will fuggeft beter things to you: Hold thae 
which you have, chat no man take-your crown ; My Soul for yours 

- you go right ; fo fure as there js.a heaven, this way will lead you 
chicher, go on confidently, andcheerfully init, let me never be 
happy, if you be not ; you will pardon my holy importunity, which 
fhall be ever feconded wich my -hearry prayers to the God of truth, 
thar he will ftablith your hearr‘iichac eternal truth of his Gofpel 
which you have received, and both work and crown. your happy 


perfeverance 5 fuch fhallbe the fervent apprecations of | 
| - | Your much devoted 


Friend 
Jof. Exon, 


RESOLUTIONS. 


matter of Religion, rhisis my firme and fteadfaft Refo- 
aoe lution, wherein I finde peace with God, and my own 

Soul, asbeing undeukcedly certain in it felf, and holily charicable 
to others, and chat in which] conftantly purpofe ( God willing ) as 
to Live {0 ta Dye. 


W Hereas there are many loud quarrels, and brabbles abour 


1. Ido believe and know that there is bur one way to Heaven,. 


“Saviour of the World. : —— 
2. I believe and know, thar chis way however itis a narrow and 
ner y way, in refpe& of the World, yet hath much Latitude in 
tt {elf : Soas thofe that erucly believe in this Son of God, their Sa- 
viour though they may be mif-Jed into many by-pathes of {mall er- 
rors,yet by the mercy of God are acknowledged not to be out of the 
main high way co eternal life. 
. 3. I believe and know, that rhe Canonical Scriptures of God are 
the erue and unfailing Rule of our Faizh, fo as whatfoever is rhere- 
in contain’d is the infillible Truth of God, and wharfoever is necef- 


even the True and Living way,- Jefus Chrift, God and Man the 


fary to be believed ro eternal Salvation, is thercin exprefly, or by 


clear and undoubred confequence contein’d, and fo fet forth asit 
neither needeth farther explication, nor admits of any probable 
Contradi&ion, os | | 
” 4. believe and know, that Godthath ever fince the creation of 
¢ Mankinde hada Church upon Earth, and fo fhall have to the end 
of the World, which is a Society or Communion -of Faithful mcn 
profefsing his Name, againft which the gates of Hell fhall never be 
able to prevail, for the failing thereof. . : | 
~ s. believe and know, that the confenting yoice of the fuccefsi- 
| ons, 
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-ons, aad prefenc univerfality of faichfal Men in all times.and places, 

is worchy of great auchority, both for our Confirmation in all cruchs, 
and for our direCtion in all the circumttantial points of Gods fervice; 
fo as ir cannot be oppofed, or {ever’g trom, withour juft offence to 


6. [believe and know, thar befides thofe neceffary eruchs con- 
~ gaia’d in che Holy Scripeures and Seconded by che Content and Pro- 
fefsion of all Gods faichful ones, there maybe, and ever. have been, 
certain collaceral and not-mainly importing verities,wherein it is not 
mnlawful, for {everal particu!ar Churches, to maintain cheir own 
Tenecs, atid co diffenr from other ; and_ the feveral members of 
thofe particular Churches are bound, fo far rotender the comm 
Peace 3 as not tu oppofe fuch publiquely received truths. 


_ 7. 1 do confidently believe, char if all che particular Churches, 


_ through rhe whole Chriftian World; fhould meet together, and 
determine thefe fecondary and animporting truthes to be believed 
upon necefsity of Salvation,and fhall ena& Damnation to all chofe 
which fhall deny their affcnt therennto, they thouldgo beyond the 
‘Commifsion which God hath given them), and doan aé& which’ 

’ God hath never underraken to warrant :. Since there'can be no new’ 


_ Principles of Chriftian Religion, however there may be an applicas. 


tion, of fome formerly received Divine truches to fome emergent: 
occafions, and a clearer explication of fome obfaure vetities. ” | 
8. Ido confidently believe thac God hach never confin’d the de- 


germination of his will in all queftions and maatters, pertaining to 


Salvation, or whatfoever controverfics of Religion to che breatt of 
any one Man, or oa particular Cturch, or to a correfpondence, 
of fome particular Churches, fo as they thall not pofsibly err,ih their 


Definittonsand Decrees. | | 

_ g. Uda confidently believe, that the Church of’ Rome compre- ~ 
hending both the head and thofe ther. adherents, and dependance, 
_ being bur particular Churches, have highly offended God in arro- 
ating ro themfelvesthe priviledge of infallibilicy which was ncver 


a — them; and in ordaining new Articles of faith, and excluding, 


rom the bofome of Gods Church, and the Gares of Heaven all 
thofe which differ from her in the refufal of her late bred im- 
pofitions, though orherwife holy men, and no lefs true Chriftians, 
then any ofthemfelves.. 2 | ee | 


ee | f 


é 
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19. I do confidently believe,char choughit be a thing very requi- — 
fire to publick peace and good order, that every feveral Chriftian 
fhould be ranged under fome particularChurch,and every particular 
affembly to be fubordinate co fore higher Government, which may 
overfee & over rule them in the cafe of different opinions and mar- 
cers of practife; yer thacGod hath noe required , or commanded 
either of thefe upon neceffiry of Salvation ; fo as an Jadsam converc, 
in the remotcft part of the World believing in Chrift, may withour 
relation to any Church whatfoever be faved; and a particular 
Churchbeing Orthodox in the main principles of Religion, upen 
matter of lirigious conceftation, flying off from fome more eminence 
| Church under which it was ranked for Orders fake, however it may. . 
| be faulty, in an undue divifion, yet is not hereby excluded from 
! the capacity of falvation ; fince fuch fleight jarrs, and unkindnefles 
| in Churches, can no more fhut them our, from a commén intereft 
! in Chrift, then the like quarrels of a Paul and Barnabat, Ai. 15, 
| 39.could keep either of them out of Heaven. 


_ 41. Ido confidently believe, char all the particular National 
"Churches, through the whole Chriftian World, are-no other then 
Sifters, Daughters ef the fame Father God ; of the fame Mother, — 
the Spiritual Jerufalem which is from above ; fome of them are El- ~ 
|. der Sifters, others Younger : Some more Tall and large {pread ; 
‘others of lefs ftature, fome fairer in refpeét of Holynefs of life and 
Orthodoxie of Judgment ; others fouler in refpe& of Corruptions, 
both of doGtrine’ and manners ; fill Sifters ; and if uny of chem. 

-fhall ufurpe a Miftrefs-fhip over the reft, or make her felfa Queen 
over them, and make them fubjeéts and flaves to her; or a Mo-' 

- therhood to the reft ( otherwife chen in a priority and aid of conver- 
fion ) and make them, bur Daughters and Punies to her ; She fhail. - 
be guilty of anhigh Arrogance and Prefumption, againft Chrift and 
his dear Spoufe, the Church’; fince. wich the juft and holy God, 
there is no refpect of perfons or places, bur in all Nations thofe chac 
ferve him beft, are moft accepted of him. a : 

12. From hence will follow this double Corollarie: Firft, That 

(as there is akinde of natural equality in Sifterhood) nopar- 
ticular National Charch can by right of any infticution of God, chal- 
leng acommanding power over the reft, however fome one may 
have a précedency co other, in — whether of more — 

—_ a2 | 4o- 


a Holynefs and fyncerity, or more {peed of converfion 3 er of larger 
"extent 5 or of that civil greatnefle, and preeminence of that State ot 
Nation,wherein it is ferled;And upon this occafion may & muft.im- 
prove and exercife her eminence, to the defence and furcherance of 
‘the weaker 8 more diftreffed:But if any particular Natienal Church 
being lefs able ro fuftein it felf, fhall agree voluntarily to fubmic her 
-felf ( for orders fake and for fafery and Prorection ) to the {way of 
one more famous and powerful, her ingagemene doth juftly binde 
her, fo far as lawfully tc reacheth ; uz. To accknowledg a priotiry 
of place, and to refpeét her direGtions in tmatcers of forme and our- 
_ward Adminiftration, fo long as they vary not from the rule, which 
God hath fet in his Church: But if chat more potene Church thall 
abufe chat power and begin to exereife Tyranny over che weaker, 
by forceing upon her new and undue impofitions of faith, or into}- 
Jerable ielslene in government; there is no law of God that binds 
that weaker Church /{fachar-like to lye down between two burdens, 
fhe may challenge and rcfume the right of a Sifter, and fhake off 
the yoak of a flave, without che violation of any command of God; 
and not the injuried.bur the oppreflor is guilty of che breach of 
eace. | ou | 
- : 2. Ic will hence follow, that the relation of this common Sifter-_ 
hood of all Chriftian Churches, juftly tyes all thofe chat profefle 


the name of Chrift, toa charitable regard of each to other: So as. a 


though there be in fome of them grofs errors in matters of De€trinte, - 
and Bul Corruptions in marters of practife, yer whiles they hold and. - 
maintain, all che Articles of the fame Chriftian faithand acknow- 
ledge the fame Scriptures, the fubfkance of the fame baptifme, and 
of the inftitution of the Holy Eucharift, they ceafe not to continue - 
Sifters, notwithftanding na manifold enormities, and depravati- 
ons 5 thefe are enough co deforme any Church, noe enough ro 
Dif-ckurch it ; Thefe are enough to impair the health, not to be- 
reave the life ; Howfoever thercfore we muft alwaies hate, and cr 
down their errors ( whicha wilful maintenance makes no leffe then - 
_ damnable ) yet we muft pity and pray for tkeir Perfons, and by all 
good means, labour to bring them toan acknowledgment of the 
oppofed truth; and although I well know there is il} of made of 
Gur charity this way ; by thofe willing miftakers whe rirng itto ony 
difadvantage ; thag we pafs (0 favourable cenfures u pén fisieChan 
: _ wr 
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~ ches,whiles chey pafs fo cruel and mercilefs cenfures upon ours, yce 


_— my confcience bids me to fay that I cannot repent of this juft fentence 


wherein I know I fhall finde comfort in my appearance, befcre the 
dreadful Tribunal of God,when the uncharitablenefs and injuftice of 
thefe bloody men, that fend their charicable oppofers to a remedi-. 
leffe damnation, fhall be adjudged to chat Hell, whieh they have 
prefumpwoufly doomed unto others: As for chem , ler chem {ee 
how theycananfwer it co thar jult Judge of the World in thae 
great day, cthac they have prefumed to blot out of the book of life - 
{o many millions of fairhful Chriftians, only for diffenting from them 
in fuch points as God never gave them warrant toimpofe. 

_ From the force then of chis Relation it iscafily fubinfer’d: that ie 
is not lawful for Chriftian Churches, upon differences abotit points 
nor effential co che faich either voluntarily co forfake che communi- 
on of each other ,or forceably to abdicate and thruft our cach other 
from their cammunion.There being the fame reafon in this behalf,of 
a Church,and a feveral Chriftian: As therefore one Chriftian may 
not abandon another for differences of opinion in matters not ne- 
ceffary to be believed ; fo neither may one Church, upon fuch 
ground cicher leave or expel another, bur if any fuch aé& be donc, 
rt 18 to be inquired both where the fault is, and whar may be the 
Remedy. | 
Ina nie fimole dereliction of a Church thus differing, and fup- 
pofed fo ro err,che faults muft needs be in the Church forfaking:Bure 
where the departure is accompanyed with {uch circumftances , as 
may be fuppofed to be incident in fuch cafes, there the ftare of the 
bufinefs may bz altered, and the blame of either parr, eichcrraken 
off oraggravated. To inftance in the profccution of this Relation 
which we havejin hand : Two Sifters are appointed by their Ms- 
ther tv looke to her houfe, the charge is given cqualiv to borh, rhe 
Mother is no fooncr out of fight, then the Elder begins to dominccr 
over the younger, and requiresher co do fomerhing in the Family, 
which fhe conceives may tend to the prejudice of rhe common pro- 

- fir, and croffe che Mothers intention, the younger finding her felf 
ea with this carriage, and diflikine the task injoyned, both. 
orbears to do it and fertoufly expoftulaces with her Sifter 5 layinz 
before her the inconveniencies which will follow upon fuch an ac; 
che Elder impaticne of a contradiction, nor only gives fharpe Jan- 

3 | Aaa2 guage, 
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guage’, bur chrutts her Sifter out of doors ; neither will admit her (a 


come in again, except fhe {ubmit her felf to her auchority, and per- 


_ form. thac ‘chare which fhe formerly refufed, the Younger holds off, 

as thinking fhe may not yield without wrong co herfelf, and to her 
Mothers Trutt : The Sifters are now thus parted 5 buc where is the 
blame ? The Younger is gone away from the Elder ; bur fhe doth ie 


upon the Elders violence ; on the one fide, fhe had not gone if fhe - 


- had nor been thraft out 3 on the other fide fhe had not been thruft 
our, if fhe had nor refufed to do the thing required ; on the one fide, 
the Elder might not bé fo imperious, nor injoyn a ching unfit; on che 
otherfide the Younger might not upon fuch a command voluntarily 
- forfake the Elder ;buc if che Elder fhall unjuftly challenge fuch au- 
thoriry, and fhall thereupon impofe unmect fervices 3 and hall put 


~ the Younger out of doors for not performing them, ic is clear where 
the faulr refts. 


I appeal to God, and the confciences of all juft men,if chisbe'not 


the ftare of che prefeme differences, of che Romans and Reformed 
Churches ; che remedy whereof mutt therefore begin from thofe 
partics which have given caule of the breach ; if they: fhiall remit of 
their undue Height and Rigour, and be content, with thofe Mode- 
_rate bounds which God hath fer them both for Do&rine, and Go- 
vernment, and yeild themfelves but capable of error, there may be 


_ poffibiliry of Reunion, and Peace : But whiles they perfift tochal- . 


lenge an infallibilicy of judgment,and uncontrollablenefs of practife, 

they do wilfully block up che way to all reconciliation and concord, 
__ and ftand guilcy of all chat Grievous Schifm,under which the Church 
of God, thus long’ and miferably fuffers. 


And this upon full deliberation, is my fetled and finall Refoluti- 


on ; concerning the main difference in Religion ; wherein my foul 
doth fo confidently reft ; char I dare therewith bold'y appear before 
the face of that great Judge of the Quick and Dead, as knowing 
it infallibly warranted by hisown UNDOUBTED WORD... 
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LETTER: 


ANSWER 
a _ TOAN | 
UNKNOWN COMPLAINANT, 


Concerning the Frequent Injecting of 


‘TEMPTATIONS. 


| He cafe whereof you complan is nor more worthy of fecre- 
cy then of pity; and yet in true judgment not fo haynous 
as you conceive it: Evil motions are caft into you, which 
yet you entertain not with cenfent:. Let me affure you 
thefe are not your fins, but his chat injeéts them : Youmay be (as 
you are ) troubled with their importunity ; buc you are not tainted - 
with their evil, whiles you diflike and hate them, and are grieved 
with their fuggeftion: That bold and furtle enemy of ours durft caft 
temptations ineo the Son of God himfelf, in whom yet he could 
finde nothing. Ie were wo withus, if leud motions { though re- 
pelled) fheuld be imputed unto us : It is only our confent that brings 
them home to us,and makes them our fins ;were then thefe thoaghts 
( as you fuppofe them } blafphemies 5 yer whiles your heart gocs. 


- not with them, bue abborrs them, and ftrives againft them, they 


may affi&t you, they cannot hurt you: As Luther faid in the like © 
cafe, Birds may dy over our heads, whether we, will or no, bur 
they cannot pefile in our hait unlefle we permie them, Take heart 
| ee _there- 
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therefore to your felf; and be not too much dejected with the. -.~ 


wicked folicications of aknown encmy: For rhe redrefle whereof :.~ 


(asI have not been unacquainted with the like caufes of complaints) 

ler me prefcribe you a double remedy;Kcfolutton, and Prayer. ° 
In the firft place rake up ftrong refoiutions not tegive heed or 
eare to thefe unreafonable motions;refoive rather to fcorne and-con- 
* cemn chem upon their firft intimation, as nut worthy ofa particular 
aanfwer 3 For certainly holding chat with them and fad agirations , 
and arguing of them,-as thoughts meer to receive a fatisfaction , 
draweson their mort tropblefome importuniry 3 whercas if they 
were fleighted, and difdainfully turn’d offupon their _firft glimpic, 
they would go away afhamed.~’ Wheafoever therefore any fuch 
{uzgeftions offer chemfclves unto you, think with your felf: 1 know 
whence this comes, ic is Sarans 3 lechinr rake it whole tris, I will 
not meddle with it; fay but in your Saviours words, Avord Sa- 
tan anddivere ycur thoughts to fome holy and profitable fubjec, 

and thefe remprattons will by Gods grace foon vanith. 

In the fecond place, apply yeur {elf to the remedy of that chofen 
Veffel, who when hie was buffered by the meffenger of Saran, had 
recourfe to the rhrone of Grace, and befcught God thrife, (that is 
frequently ) that he might depare away from him :. Whenfoever 
you fhall be thus troubled, do you by a fuddain ejaculation raife up 
your heart co God; and -befeech him to rebuke thar evil one., and 
do not fo much care to anfwer rhe Tempration, as to implore tke 
aid of him, who can‘take off the tempter at pleafure 3; who hath an 
hook in rhe noftrils of char Leviathan. Cerrainly thofe evil choughts 
cannot be more {wift-winged then our prayers maybe, nor fo pre- 
valent to our vexation a3 our. praycrs fhall be for our refcuc. Be 
therefore fervent and affidious in them, and my foul for yours the 
enemy hall have no power to harme you. Asfor your doubt of re- . 
ceiving the bleffed Sacrament becaule of thefe mifconceived blafphe- 
mics, it fallsalone by what] have already faid ; The blafphemies 
(if they were fuch ) are Satans not yours ; Why fhould you nor do 
our félf good, becaufe he weuld do youa mi‘chicf : In Gods name 
po on to defic that evil one 3 and let him take his wicked- 
neflc to himfelf ; and do you goe with cheerfullncfle and 
good courage to that Holy Table : as there and thence cx- 
pe@ing +o receive new ftrength againft all his affaules : = 
3 : ther - 
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ther doube I bur chat our good God will: fo bleffe unto you 
this infticution of his own ,-together with your prayers and 
Refolurions, that you thall be (oon and fully freed from thefe 
hatefull guefts ; and Comforcably injoy him and Your felf 5 
whichI thall alfo gladly fecond with my prayers for you ( though ° 
unknown ) as who ann. : | as. — 


; Exon. April 14+ | Your truly Coxspaffionate 
1630. and well-wiflying Friend in Chri(t 


Fof, Exon. 
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~  CONSOLATORY LETTER, 


TO ONE. : 


| 7 - - Under Cen{ur Ce 


Sir, ; | : 

CLE@AT is not for-me to examine the Grounds of your affliétion, 
SS@_whiclt as they fhall come to be fcanned by greater judg- 
ANY ments, fointhe mean time have doubricfle received 
Tae beth a Verdi and fentence from your own heart : and 

: if chis a&t were in my powerl can much better fuf- 
~ fer with my Friend then judge him, Bur however cither partial or 
rigorous the conceits of others may be, be fure I befeech you that 
you receive from your owmbofome a free and juftdoom on all your 
actions ; aftcr all che cenfures of others, thence muft proceed either 
your peace or torment : But what dol undertake to teach him that 


is already in the School of Ged and under that divine ferule hath . 


learned more then by all che Theorical counfels of profperity. Surely 
I cannot but profeffe that] know not whether I were more forry for 
the defert of your durance, or glad of fuch fruit thereof as mine eyes 
ehd ears witnefled from you. But one Sabaoth is paft fince my medi- 
tations were occafioned to fixe themfelves upen the gain which Gods 
children make of their fins,the pra&tife whereof I rejoyced to fee con- 
concurrin you with my {peculation ; and indeed it is one of the 
wonders of Gods mercy and providence ‘that thofe wounds where- 

with Satan hopes co kill che Soul,through che wife and gratious ordi- 
“nation of God, ferve to heal ic. ; ; 


We faint Souldiers fhould never fight fo valliandy, if ic were 


not for the indignation ac our foil. There are corruptions that may 


lurk fecretly in a corner of the Soul unknown,unfeen ; tillche fhame - 


od 


~~. . 


oa 
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of a natorious evil fend us to fearch and ranfacke 5 if buca {por lighe 
upon our cloke we regardic not, buc if chrough our neglect or the 
violence of ablaft ir fall into che mire, then we wath and {coure ir. 

_- Asweute therefore co fay there cannot be better phyfick toe 
cholerick bedy theh.afeafonable Ague, fo may I fay fafely there can 
be nothing fo advantageous co a fecure heart, as to be finfick ; for 
hereby he who before fel ip overpleafing himfelf, begins co di(pleafe 
himfelf ar his fall: Fire never afcends fo high as. when ic is: beaten 
back wich a cool blaft : Warer chat rans in a {mooth level wich an 
infenfib'e declination (chough an heavy body ). yee ifit fall low ic 
rifes high again: Much forgiven caufeth much love 3 neither had the — 


- penitent made ‘an: ewer of her eyes, and.a towel of her hair for 


Chrifts feet if fhe had not found her felf more faulty chen her neigh~ 
bours: Had not Peter thrice denyed, he had norbcen graced with 
chac threefold queftion of his Saviours love ; itisan bar(h but.a true 
word,Gods Children have caufe to bleffe him for nething more then 
for their fins: If hae all-wife providence have thought good roraife 
up.cven your forgotten fins in your face co fhame you before men, 
there cannot be a greater argument of his mercy ;This b'ufhing tha!l 
avoid eternal cenfufton: Envy noc at che felicity of ‘the cloicly or: 
glotioufly guiley 5 who have at once firm foreheads, arid foul bo- 
‘fomes ; vaunting theréfore of their irinocence becanfe they can have 
no accufers, like wicked harlors who. becaufe they were delivercd. 
without a midwife, and have made away their ftolen birth, go cur- 
rane {till for maids ; eh be more miferable ‘then a finners 

rofpericy 5 this argues him bound over in Gods jult decree to,an e- 
¢erlatting vengeance, +o be tothem that laugh here, for they {ball weep 


_.and gnafy : Happy is that fhame that thall end in glory. 


~ And ifthe wifdome of that juft judge of the world fhall chink fie 
:to ftrip you of your worldly wealth aa ourward eftate, acknowleds 
his mercy and your gain in chislofs ; he faw this camels bunch kept 
you out of the needles cye 3 he faw thefe bels too heavy for chae 
hich flight to which he intended you 3 now {hall vou begin to be 
trucly rich when you can injoy the pofleffor of ‘Heaven and Earth; 


when thefe bafe rivals are fhut our of doors God fhall have your — 


whole heart ; who were not himfelf,if he were not all-fufficient. 
‘Neither let it lye too heavy upon ‘your heart thar your +hopefult- 
Sons fhal] inherte nothing re ae and difhonoar ; why 
oo : are 
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are you jnjurious to your felfand thele you leve, gs ‘repentance. 
fhali feoffe upon them more bleffings then yeur 

pofterity fay they were the fons of a penitent Father ; this ftain is. 


wathe off with your tears and their vertue: and for their provifion, 
(if the work fall) The Earth is the Lords and the fulnefs theresf, imagine 
them born ronorhing ; we that are more Rich in Children thene- 


{tare hope well of rhofe veffels whom we can put forth wel rigged, Se. 
well balla’ft chough not wealthy laden:How fenfibly do you now find 


that wealthdoth noc confift in getting much, buc well; and that 
contentment doth.not lye in the cofer but in the breaft ; laftly thar 
all treafures are droffe to agood confcience.. | 


both o urs a 
of reftraint, ot folitude : No prifon is too ftraight for his prefence ; 
Heaven it {elf would be a prifon without him ; your fertous repen- 


tance may win that Society which makes the very Angels bleffed ; . 
~ this is che way to make him yeur comforter, your companion, in. 


whofe prefence is che fulnefs of joy. 
Shortly, lee your thoughts be alrogether fuch as may befecma 


man net unwillingly weaned from this world, and carefil only to- 


{peed happily in another ; We your poor friends can anfwer the 


kinde refpeéts of your profperity no otherwife then with our pray-. 
ers for she beftufe of your affiiGtion ; which fhall not be lh : 


from your cruc and forrowful wel-willer 


, : . : Q [ 
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n harh loft ; Jet. 


~ For your felf ; If yoube pent up within four wals, and barred: 
{ Sun and Men 3 make God yours and you cannot complain: 


SHORT ANSWER 


To THOSE - 


Nine Arguments 


VVhichare brought againit the 


BISHOPS. 


SLTTING IN: ;. 


PARLIAMENT. 


0 Hole oe er had need he flrong ; s and the i inconve- 
POs! EG2S. niences hainous that fliould rake away an ancient and 
J fc right, eflablifhed by law. Thefe are not 
: - uC 

wg, Torradcin tiles affairs, and co be taken up with 
them, is indeed a = and juft hinderance to the exercife of our mi- - 
nifterial fun@ionsbut to meet once in three yearsin a Parliament for 
fome few weeks at the fame time whenwe ara bound to attend con- 
vocation bufinefs, is no fenfible mpediment to our holy calling; 

2. We do indeed promife $< profefs wheh we enter irtto holy ors 
ders chat we will give our felves fo much as in us lies wholly co this 
vocation; will it ther¢fore follow chat we may’not upon arly occa 
fion lend our felves tu the care of che publick when ‘we: aré 
thereunto called 2 And if his norwithftanding, we may, yea mult 
take moderate careof our houfhold affairs, ‘and the provifion for 
our family ; why not as well of the Commog-wealth? 
| 3. Forancient Canons of Councells ; will they be content to be 
: Bbb2 . bound 


te : 


at . 7 : 
bound by them, who urge thent upon us ? Or will they admic fome,, 
and reje& others > Or will chey admit them where they are conrrary. 
_ to aur_own laws ? Now our Clarendon Conflit. have exprefly, detent: 
) imerdfe omaibus yamecitt.: The Canons therefore muft yield ta them, . 
not théyrothe Canons. ~  .” ener a 
4. Iwenry four Bifheps have, dependence upon two Arctbi-. 
fhops. When was it otherwife? Is it nor foin all fubordinations 
of government? If chis be a juit inconvenience, tet all bq levelled 
toah cqualicy, and that (hall end in-acertain. confiifion ‘bue chey 
-- {vgear to them Canonical obedience’: True, but itis only s omas- 
bis licitis © beneflis mandatis : The fuppofition implyed muft needs 
favour of uncliaritablenefs ; ‘that che 2etrepolitans will be till apr 
to require unlawfull things, and the Bifhops will ever bafely ftoop _ 
co a fervile. humoring of them... - oe . + 
s.. But they have their places anly for their livessand therefore not 


emer enstemnel 


fit to have a legiflative power over che honors , liberties, proprieties. | 


‘of the fubje@.. 1. If they have’ their Bithepricks bur for their. 
lives, yet there are f{carce any of chem thathave not fo much ¢em- 
porall eftate in fee 4s may makerhern ne lefs capable ofa leg@la- 
tivé’ power then many of the houfe of Commons who ¢laim rhis 
right. Secondly, is the'cafe other now then it hath been all this. 
while 2 yer forfo many tandred years there have bec good Jaws, | 
and juft fenrences ae by their: concursence, norwerhftanding. this 
cheir tenure for Lite. 3ly. If they-bic horieft and confcionable though 
they had their places bue for a vear, or a day, chey.would nor yield: 
to determine ought unjuftly :- And if diftioneft and .confciencelcfs,.. 
it is noc the perpemall: inheritance of our places that can miake our 
determinations Mee a 
: @. If dependencies, and-expedtarions of further: preferment: lie 
in our way:3 why not lyin, many Temporall Lords, who are 
inccreffed in offfees; and places: in court 2why-fhould we be more 
mif-carriageable by fach poffibilities or hopes. then others: Efpeci- 
ally,’ when our age iscommanly fuch, and the charges of rcmoves 
: great chat chere. is {mall : likelyaood.of an ¢quall -gaining by- he 
olf feverall and particular Bifhops have much: incroched upox 
the confciences of his Majcftics fubjeéts, in mateerof ches prapri- 
ety, and jiberty 5 -what:reafon is thereto: impute this taneo alt why 
: | | | Ce — «BO 
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fhould the innecenc be punifhed for the. wrongs.of che . guilty. 

_ Leethofe who canbe convinced of an offence this way undergo.@ 
condigne cenfure 5 Let nor an unjuft prejudice be caft upon the, 
whole calling for che errors of afew. , i 

__.. &, feisnoceabe expected bur che whole. number of 26. fhould 

— be intereffed in the maintenance:of that their Jurifdiction which +. 

-both the laws of Men, and Apoftolicall inftiution hath feoffed 
them in ; why (hould chey got defend their own lawfull and holy 
calling againft all unjuft oppofition of gainfayers. If their hearts 
did not.affure chem their ftacien were warrantable_and g6od, they 
were beaftsif chey.would hold.chem ; and_if their hearts do affure 
them fo, they were beafts if they would not defend chem: But there 
‘are numbers ia all. che three Kingdomes that crye chem down ;True, . 
bac there are greater. numbers fer them, perhaps an hundred for one; 
and if fome bufie factionifts ofthe meaner-fort here about .(.a body 
compounded of Separatifts, Anabaprifts, Familifts,.and {uch like 
ftuffe) make fome thow and noife, yer what are thefe,.co the 
whole Kingdom > Neither do thefe men more oppugne our vercs in 


. 


Parliament, then our flations in che Church; fo as this argument will 


no lefs hold.for no bifhops,then for no.votes,as likewife thar initance 
in the practife of Scotland.. Scetlana hath abolifhe Epifcopacy thcy. 
fay; The more piry-; let them look, que jure, and what anfwer to 
make unto that God whofe ordinance ic is: Bur- I had ‘thoughe it 
fhould have beena ftronger argument ; England retains Epifcopacy - 
therefore Scotland fhould ;then Scotland hath abolifhre Epifcopacy, 
therefore Exgland fhould do fo too:Let there be any other Church na~. 
med in the whole Chriftian World that hath voluntarily abandoned 
Epifcopacy, when it — have continued ie; and if their-practife . 
be herein fingular, why-fhould not they-rather conforme.to all the 
 geftof Chriftendom, then we to them... 4 a 
9. Bur the core of a'l, is, that ic fers too great a diftance berwcen 
us, and our Brethren of rhe Clergy, and fo nourifhes pride in us, 
difconrentment in them, and 9 para inthe Church: An argu- 
ament that fights equally againft ail ous fuperioricy over our Brethren, 
and againft our vores here : By this reafon we muft be all equall, 
- pone fubordinare ; .and what order can there- be. where none is-a- 
bove other?Whar is this but old Xerabs challenge. Ye take too much 
won you; wherefoge lift ye up your-felves above the Congregar io : 


of. 
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of the Lord : Now; I befeech you, wherher was there more pride 
in Mofes and Aaron that governed, or in Corah and Dethas thar mur- 

: mured and repined ? oo 2 
It is pride then that caufeth contention, but where is this pride.? 
whether in thofe that moderately nasnagea Jawfull faperiority, or 


in chofe chat {corn and hare to be under goverment ? VVere thofe 


Brethren fo affcéted as they ought, they fhould rather royce thar 
-any of their own tribe are advanced to thofe places wherein they 
‘might be capable of doing good offices to them and the Church of 
God, in ftcad of {welling with envy againft cheir juft exaltation; 


and would feel this thoner done to their profeffion 3 andnot to the 


perfons, . .._ os a , 
Lattly, what a mean opition doth this imply to be conceived: of. 
ausby the fuggefters, chat we who are old Men, Chriftian Philofo- 
fophers, aad Divines (hould have fo little govetnmenrof our felves 
-as to be puffed up with thofe poor aecctlions of titular refpeats, 
which thofe who are really and hereditarily poficfled of, can’ weild 
_ -withoue any fuch caine or fufpicion of tranfporrednefs, 
Shortly,in-all thefe Nine reafons there is nothing that may induce 


an indifferent Man to think there is any juft ground to exclude Bi- - 


fhops frem fitting and voting in Parliament. 


LE aE ED el EAD, Soe 
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FOR 


EPISCOPACY, 
LI 1 UR GY. 


P E cannot be too wary of,or too oppofire ro Pope- 
ry S¢ Antichriftiamfm-Bur let me admonifh you: 
in the fear of God ro.cake heed thar we do nor 
dilate the-name and impuration of thefe too farr; 
for 1 fpeak it with juft farrow and compaffi- 

on there are fome well meaning and feduced fouls that are by Evro- 

neous ceachers brought into the opinion that the facredform of the 

Goverment of che Church and the holy forms of the publick devo-’ 
tions, and prayers of che Church and all the favoreis of them are 
— to be branded wich the title of Popery and Antichrjfti- . 
anitm, : 

For the firft, my heart bleeds in me to think that that calling. — 
which was inftiruted by the’ Apoftles themfelves and hath ever fince 
continucd in the univerfall Church of Chrift without interruption to. 
thisday , fhould now come. under the name of Popery: I fpeak 
of the calling ; if the perfons of any in this ftation have been faulty, | 
let them bear their own burden, bucthat the calling it felf fhould 
__ receive this conftrudtion in the opinion of well-minded and confcio- 

nable Chiriftians is juftly moft lamentable. I befeech you look back 
upon the hiftories of former times, lookbur upon your Acts and 
Mosguments, and fee whether any have been more expenfive cithcr 
of their ink, or their blood again't the tyranny of Popcry and {u- 
perfticion then the Bifhops of this Church of Exglaxd, in fo much 
as the reverend Dy. Ds Moulin in his publick Epiftle profeffes thar 
the Bifhops of Exzland were they to whom this Charch is beholden 
for the liberty and maintenance of the Proreftant Religion in this 
| i Kingdom 
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~” Kingdom and in this prefent age how m any of tishave written and 


are content and ready-to bleed for-the fincerity. of the Gofpel 2 If 
there be any therefore in this holy order whofe lips have hang’d ro- 


wards the onions and garlick, and flefhpots of Egypt, ice them un- 


dergo juft cenfures bue Ice che calling,and the zealous and faithful 
managers of it be acquitted before God, and Men. 
For the lattcr, [fee and mourn ro fee that many good fouls are 


brought into a diflike and deceftation of ghe commen prayers of the 


Church of England as mecr Malis and Popery, wo is me shat error 


- fhould prevail fo fare wichgood hearts. ibeferch you for Gods fake 


and your fouls fake be rightly informed in-chis fo materiall and im- 
portant a point. | | 

_ [fee there is hercin a double offence. One of chem which dif 
luke the prayers becaufe cheyare fer forms; che other that diflike 


~ them becanfe. they are fuch fer forms. 


For the former I béfeech them to confidcr ferioufly whether they 
ought to.rhink themfelves wifer and perfccter then all che Ctair- 
ches ot God that ever have been upon the Earth: This-1 dare cen-. 
fidently fay that fince God had an eftablifhed Church in the World 
there were fer forms of devotion : in rhe Jewifh Clarch before and. 


Since Chrift, in the Chriftian Church of allages; and ac this very 


day all chofe varictics of Chriftians jn che large circle of Chriftiano- 


_ graphy they have their {er forms ef prayers which they doand muft 


tuc,and in che Reformed Churches both of the Letherans, and France, 
and Scotland, it is no otherwile : yea reverend Mr. Calum himfelf. 


~ whofe judgment had wont:to fway with-the forwardeft Chriftians 


wfiting to the Protector of Exgland, Anno 1548. bath. chefe words, 
Quod. ad formulsm presum attinet & ritaum Ecclefiafticorum valde prote 
ut certe illa.extet 8 qua paftoribut difcedere non liceat infuntlione fus, 
(c.And adding three grave and folid reafons for it,concludcs thus:fo 


then chere onghe to be a fee form of Catechifm, afer form-of admi- 


nitration of Sacraments, ‘and of publick prayers 3-and why will. 
we caft off the judgment borh of him and all the’ Divines of che 


_ Whole Chriftian World tiil Barrow and Browne in our age and re- 
‘ membrance contradicted ir, and run after a conccit chat never had 


any being in the World till wichin our own memory > 
For the Jatter. There are thofe whocould allow fome form of 
fet prayers, but diflike.this of ours as favoring of the Pape 
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she Mafs, whence they fay it is derived:;; Now I befeech vou Bre- | 
rhren as you would avoid the danget of that woof calling good e- 
vill, and evill good, inform your {elves rhreughly of che true State 
of this bufinefs. | | ae a 

Know cherefore that the whole Church of God both Eaftern and 


‘Welftern as it was divided ; both the Greck and Latin Church undcg 


which this land was.went to be rang. d had cheir forms of prayer 


- from the begining, which were chen holy and Heavenly compiled by 


, the bely Fathersof, chofe firk umes: Afterwards the abufes and er- 


rors of popery came in by degrees, as Tranfubftantiation, Sacrifice of 
the Mafs, prayers for the dcad, nicl to Saints ; thefe poyfoned — 
the Church, and vitiaced theie ho!y forms whiles they continued, 

bur when Reformation came in, divers worthy Proteftant Divines, 
whereof fome were noble Martyrs for religion, were appointed to 
revife thac form of fervice, to purge oucall chae popith leaven char — 

had fowred them, to reftore them co their former purity ; Jeaving 
nothing in that book bue that which they found confonant to godli- 


nefs, and pure religion. 


. If any Man will now fay thae our prayer beok is taken out of the 
Mafs, let him know rather char the Ma{s was caft onc of our prayer- 
book into which it was injurioufly and impioufly intruded ; the good 


_ of thofe prayers are ours in the right of Chriftians, ehe evill chat was 


the 
“our {elves and to God whofe every holy cruch ts. 


forrably, and blefled God for it. 


in them lee chem cake as their own. 

And if ir fhould have been as they imagine ; lec them know that 
we have departed from the Church of Rome but in thofe things — 
wherein they have departed from Chrift, what good ching they have 


is ours ftill Thar {criprure which they have, That Creed which they 


profe(s is ours, neither will we part wich ic for their abufe. 
If a peece of Gold be offerd us, will we not take ic becaufe ie was 


taken out of che channell 2? Ifthe Devil have pron a confeffion of 


Chrift, and faid, I know who chou art even Jefus che Son of the 
living God s fhall nor I make this confeffion becaufe iccame out of 
Bevis mouth >? Alas we fhall be herein very injurious borh ro 


This then is the form which hath been compiled by learned 


and holy Divines, by blefled Martyrs chemfelves, who ufed it com- 


Bus if the quicker eyes of Jarer times have found any thing which 
an, Cce Gif 
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expreffion or in fome 

‘rites prefcribed in it, Lee chem in Gods name await for the. reform. 
fing fentence ef that publick auhority whereby it was framed and e-. 
naéted ; and let not private perfons prefume te put their hands to 
ehe work ; which would intreduce nothing bur palpable confufion, . 

Jer all things be done decently, andinorder,. | 
Shortly my Brethren ler ushate Popery co the dearh bur let. 
us not involve within chat odious name thole holy forms both of . 
adminiftration, and devotion which are both pleafing unto God, 


difplea(es chem in che phrafes and manners of 


and agreeable ro all Chriftianiry and Godlines, . 
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SPEECH 
“ PARLIAMENT. © 


My Lords, . 
Have long held my peace, and meant to have done foftill, — 
buc now like r0 Crefus his mu:e Son, I muft break filence a 
I humbly befeech your Lerdihips to give me leave, to take 
this roo juft occafion to move your Lordfhips to take into 
St our deep, and ferious confideration, che ead lamenta- 
‘ble condition of the poor Church of £xglazd, your dear Mother ; 
My Lords, this was not wont tobe her ttile, we--have heretofore 
talkto! che famous and flourifhing Church of England, but now 
your Lordfhips muft give me leave co fay, chac the poor Church 
of ‘Eagland humbly proftrates her felf ( nexe after his facrcd Majeftv) 
‘at your Lordfhips feet, and humbly craves your compaffion and 
‘prefenc aid. | | 
My Lords, Ic is a foul and dangerous infolence, this which is now 
complained of to you, but it is buc one of a hundred of thofe which 
_ thavebeen of lare done ro his Church and Government.The Church 
6f England, as your Lordfhips cannot choofe bur know, hath been 
-and-is miferably infefted on both fides, with Papifts 0.1 the ‘one fide, 
and '‘Schifmaticks on the other; The Pfalmift hath of old diftinguifhe 
the enemics of it, into wild Boars out of the Wood, and litrle Foxes 
out of che Burroughs 3 The one whereof goes about to roor up the 
very foundation of Religion, the other 20 crop the branches, and 
‘bloffornes and clufters chereof, both of chem confpire the urcer ruine 
-& devaftation of it; As for the former of them 3I de perceive 2 great 
‘deal of good zeal for rhe ae and fuppreffion of chem ; and I 
‘do heartily congratulate ‘ir, and = God foriz, and befecch him 
. CC2 to 
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to profper ic, in thofe hands that fhall undertake and profecute it ; 
bur for the orher-give me leave to fay, I donot finde many that are 
{enfible of che danger of it, which yet in my $j ipo is very 
great and apparent ; Alas my Lords, I befeech you to confider 
whaticis; thac there fhould be in Lendox, and the Suburbs and 
Liberties, no fewer chen fourfcore Congregations of feveral Se&a- 
ries, as 1 have been coo credibly informed, jnftruted by Guides fir 
forthem, Coblers, Taylors, Felemakers and fuch like rath, 
which all are raught to fpir in the face of rheir-Morker che Church. 
of England; and to detye and revile her government 3 From hence 
have iffued chofe dangerous affaults of our Church Governomrs ; 
From hence chat inundation of bafe and {currilous libels and pam- 
phlets, wherewith we have been of late overborne, in which Pa- 
ifts and Prelares like Oxenina yoke are ftill: matched rogerher; 
O my Lords, I befeech you that you will be fenfible of this great in- 
digniry: Do bur look upon thefe reverend perfons: Do nor your 
Lordthips fee here fireinz upon chefe benches, thofe hat have {pene 
their time, thei firengeh , their bodies and lives, in preaching 
down, in writing down Popery 2 and which would be geady ( if oc- 
cafion were offred ) co facrifice all their old blood thar remaigs. to 
the. maincenance of hac rruth of God, which they have taaght and 
writren,and fhall we be rhus defpightfully ranged with them,whom 
we do thus profefledly oppofe ; bur alas this is bur one of chofe 
many {candalous afperfions, andintolerable affronts that are daily 
eaft upon us. Now whicher fhould we in this cafe have recourfe for 


a needful and feafonable redrefle 2 The arme of the Church is alas . 


now fhorr.and finewlefs, it is the interpofing of your authority chaz 
mutt refcne us. You are che Eldeft fons of your dear Mother the 
Church, and therefore moft fit &. moft able to vindicate her wrengs, 
ni are amicé Sponfe, give me leave therefore in the bowels of Chnitt 

ly to befeech your Lordfhips tobe tenderly fenfible of thefe 
woful and dangerous conditions of the times. And if the govern- 
ment ofthe Crurch of Evglazd be unlawful and wnfir, tr 
and difclaim ic, bue if otherwife uphold and maintain ir. 
. Ocherwife if chefe lawlefs outrages be yet fuffred eo. gather head, 
who knowes where they will end » My Ponds, if thefe men may with 
impuniry,and freedom,thus bear down Ecclefiaftical authority, tr is 
tobe feared they will not ref there, but will be ready ¢0 affrone 


civil 


om? if & “ 


civil power too: Your Lordfhips know that the Jack Straws, and 
Cades, and watt Tylers of formercimes, did not more cry down 
Learning then Nobility : and thofe ef your Lordfhips kar have 
~ gead the hiftory.of the Anabapriftical gamules at 2¢safer will need 

no other Irena, let Sate ‘ate fay thar many of thefe Sc&aries 
' are ef the fame profeffion :. Shortly thetefore let me humbly move 
‘ your Lordthips to take thefe dangers and miferies of this poor 
Church deeply to heart, and upon this oceafion co give order for 
the {peedy redreffing of thefe horrible infolencies, and for the ftop- 
ping of chat deluge uf libellous inveétives, wherewith we are thus 


impetuoufly overflewn ; Which in all due fubmiffion, I humbly 


prefent to your Lordthips wile, and religious confidcration, 
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PARLIAMENT, 


: ae In Defence ef the .. 
CANONS 
‘MADE IN 
_CONVOCATION. 


My Lords, 3 ; 
PE ease, cannot.choofle buc know chat wholoever rifesup -in this 
Si .caufe mnft {peak with the difadvantage of much pre- 
RS’ judice ; and therefore I do humbly crave your Lordfhips 
beft conftru€&tion, were it (my Lords ) char fome few 
. doubting perfons were co be fatisfied ia fome fcruples 
‘abouc matter of the Canons, there might have been fome life in 
che hope of prevailing ; but now that we are borne down wich {uch 
atorrent of generall and refolute contradiction, we yield ; but yer 
give us leave I befeech you fo to yield chat poftericy may.not fay we 
have willingly betraid our own innocence.Firft therefore lecus plead 
o your Lordfhips and the World, thar ro abate the edge of thar 


t : th 
Ilegaiity which is objected to us, it was our obedience that borh af- 
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fembled and keptus together for the — of Synodicall aéts. 


We had che great Seal of England for ic,feconded by rhe judgments 


_ of the oracles of law and juftice ; and upon thefe che command 


Our fitperionur to whom wehave {worn and owe canonical obc- 
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dience : ‘Now in this cafe, what fhould we do ( Wasie forusto: | 
judg of che great feal of England; or to4udg of our Judges ¢ alas 
we are not tor the law, buc for che Gofpell ) or todifobey thar au- 
thority which was to be ever facred tous, I befeech your Lordthips. 
puc your felves a while in to our condition, had the cale been yours, - 
what wotld you have done ? If we obey ner, we are rebels to au-! 
thority ; if we obey we are cenfured for illegal! procedures » Where: 
_ ate we now, my Lords? [tis anold rule of Cafusfts, nemo tenetur effe 
perplex Freeusone way or other 3 and (hew us whether we muft 
ra cenfure, or inaur difobedience. In che next place 
ive us leave to plead eur good intentions ; fince we muft make new | 
ons. I perfwade my felf we all came (I am fure I can {peak for - 
one ) with honeftand zealous defires to do God and his Church: 
ood fervice, and expe@ted co have received great thanks both of 
ch and Common-wealth ; for your Lordfhips fee thar the maia 
_ drift of chofe Canons was to reprefs and confine the indifcreec and — 
lawlefs difcourfes of fome either ignorant, or parafiticall, Iam {ure 
offenfive Preachers to {upprefs aig pt of Socinianifm, Popery, 2 
Separatifm, to redrefs fome abufes of Ecclefiaftical courts and offi- 
cers 3 In all which I dare fay your Lordthips do heartily concurr with - 
them 3 And if in the manner of expreffion there have been any fais — 
lings I thal! humbly befeech yeur Lordthips that thofe may not be too | 
much ftood upon where the mais fulftance is well meant; andin ie 
felf profitable. In che third place give-mte leave to put your’ Lord+ 
fhipsin mind of the continuall praétife of che Chriftian Church, 
~ fince the firft Synod of the Apoftles.( 48. 15.) to this prefene day 3 | 
wherein I fuppofe it can never be fhowed that ever any Ecciefiatti- 
eal! Canons made by the Bifhopsand Clergy in Synods,gencrall,nati- . 
enal, provinciall, were either offered-or required co be confirmed by » 
Parliaments:Emperours aad Princes,by whofe authoriry thofe Synods 
were called, have ftill given their power to the ratification and ex- 
ecucion of chem; and nonc:orhers; and if you pleafe ro look into 
_ the cimes within the ken of memory or fomewhat beyond it, Lin-. 
sveods Confticntions , what: Parliaments confirmed ? The Injun- 
Gtiions of Queen Elizabeth, the Canons of King James were ne- 
ver tendred to the Parliament for confirmation ; and yet have fo fat 
ebtained hicherro; chat the gavernment of che Charch was by them 
fit regniaced ; :compare I befeech you thofe of K. James with the 
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-prefent, your Lordfhips fhall find chem many, peremptory, refo- 
luce, {tanding upon cheir Own grounds, in. points much harder of 
digeftion then thefe which are but few, and only feconds ro former 
conftirucions: if therefore in this we have erred, furely the whole 
Chriftian Church of all places and times hath erred with us 3 either 
therefore we fha{l have roo good-company in the cenfure, or. elfe 
we fhallbeexcufed. os 4 , | 
_ Fourthly give me leave to urge the authority of thefe Canons ; 
in which regard if I might wichourc offence {peak ir, I mighe fay 
that the complainants have not (under cotreétion)Jaid.a right ground © 
of their accufation ; They fay we have made Canons and Comftinn- 
tions 3 alasmy Lordswe have made none. 2 i sti . 
~— Weneicher did, nor could make Canons, more then they can 
make laws ; The Canons are fo to the Church as laws are for che 
Common-wealth ; now ehey do but rogare legem, they do nor ferre 
or faxcire legem, that is enlv.for che King to do, iris le Royle Veult, 
that of bills makes laws ; fo was ic for us co do in matter of Canons, 
we mighe propound fome fuch conftirutions as we fheuld think 
might be ufefull ; but when we have done we fend them to his Ma- 
jefty, whe perafing chem-cum auifamento: — fut, and approvin 
them puts life inro chem, and of dead propofitions makés ghem Ca- 
nons ; as therefore the laws are the Kings laws, and not ours ; fo 
- are the Canons the Kings Canons, and nor the Clergies, Think chus 
of them, and then draw what conclufions you pleafe.. .  . : 
_ As for chat pecuniary bufinefs of our centribution wherein we are 
{aid co have trenched upen the liberry of fubjcéts and propriety of 
— goods ; I befeech your Lordthips do but fee the difference of rimes, 
we had a precedent for it ; The fame thing was done in Qu. Elize- 
berks ime ina mukt of 3s. thé pound-and that after the end of 
che Parliament, with the fame claufes of ‘Sufpenfion, Sequeftrati- 
on, Deprivation, without noile of any exception which now ts cryed © 
down for'an unheard of incroachment ; how legall ie may be. I dif- 
pure nor, and did chen make bold to mave. bur let the guide of 
ghar exampleand the zeal chat we had-cothe fupply of his: Ma+ 
jefties neceflitics excufe usa tanto at leaft 5 .if having given thefe as 
fubfidies ficting the Parliament, and the bill beirig- drawn up for the 
confirmation of the Parliament,we now,upon the unhappy diffoluti- 
on of ic as loath rq rerra&t fo neceflary a grant we were willing to 
"have it continuedyo his Majefticsufe, = Bure 
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‘saan eeneeeeeemoenentetnen hinnmensemnemmenenemeneeemnnemnnnnpeanannnmmmmmnmmnesen eee enema eee 
__ Bur, my Lerds, if I may have leave to {peak my own thoughts, 
lihall freely fay chat whereas there are three general concernments 
both of perfons and caufes, merely Ecclefiaftica!, merely Temporal, 
or mixt of both Ecclefiaftical and remporall 5 asic is fit, the Church 
by her Synode fhould take cognizance of, and order for the firft 
whcih is merely Ecclefiaftical , fo nexe under his Majefty, the Parlia- 
ment fhould have the power of ordering the other 5 bur in che 
mcan time, my Lords, where are we 2 The Canons ot the Church 
both late and former are pronounced to be void and forcele({s, che 

Church is a garden or vineyard inclofed; the laws and confticutions 

‘Of ir areas the wall, or hedg, if chefe be caft open, in what State 
are we: fhall che enemies of this Church have fuch an advantage 
ofus, as to fay, we are a lawlefs Church, or fhalt all Men be lefe 
loofe to their licenttous freedom, God in Heaven forbid : 
Fiicherto we have been quicely and happily governed by thofe former _ 
Canons, the extenc whercof we have not | ies (and for fome of 
us ) lam confident, we have not exceeded ; why fheuld we nor be 
fo ftill > Let thefe lare Canons — fince you will have it fo, till we 
awake them , which fhall not be till Dooms-day,and ler us be where 
we were, and regulate our felves by thofe confticutions which were 
quietly fubmicted toon all hands, and for this which is paft, fince 
chat which we did was our of our true obedience, and with honeft 
and godly intentions and according to the Univerfal pradtife of all 
Chriftian Churches, and wich the full power of his Majefties au- 

thority, lecic norcbe imputed to us as any way worthy of your 
Lordfhips cenfure. | : : : 
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SPEECH in PARLIAMENT, 


as Concerning the power of | 2 
BISHOPS 
- SECULAR THINGS. 


MY Loids this is the ftrangeft bill thar ever I heard fince I 
was admitted re fir under this roof, for it ftrikes at rhe 
B> very fabrick and compofition of this houfe; at the 
EA ftyle of all lawes; andtherefore were it not tharic 
FBV S comes from fuch‘a recommendation it would nor, { fup- 
“pofe,undergo any = confideration ; but’ coming to us from fuch 
8 Ie cannot but be worthy of your beft choughts; and truly for 
the main {cope of the bill I thall yield it moft willingly, chat Eccle- 
fiaftical and facred perfons fhould nor ordinarily be taken up with 
-fecular affairs. ee ote oe 


~The Minifter is called Vir Bei, a Man of God’; he may not be 


' Vir Seculi, he may lend himfelf to them upon eccafion , he may 
not give himfelf over purpofely ro them : Shortly,he may not fo at- 
tend worldly chings as thache do {neglect divine things. This we 
giadly yield smatrers of juftice therefore are not Propers asin an or- 
inary trade,for our function, and by my confent fhall be as in ge- 
nerally waved and defertced,which for my parrI never have med- 
led with bur ina charitable way 3 with no prefir, bur fome char- 
ge ro my felf, whereof] fhall be glad to be caled: Traitent fabrilia 
fabri, asthe old word is: Buc if any man fhall hence chink to infer, 
thar fome {pirienal perfon., may not occafionally be in a fpecial fer - 


vice of his King or Countrey;& when he is fo required by his Prince, 
give his advice in the urgent affairs of the Kingdome (which I fup>’ 


pofe is the main pointdriven at ) is fuch an inconfequence as I dare 
~ boldly fay-cannor be made good, either by divinity or reafons. by the 
lawes either of God or mang whereas the contrary may be proved 
andinforcedbyboth = ° 4 | | 

As for the grounds of this bill, that the Minifters duty is fo grear 
thar iris able to rake up the whole man, and che Apoftle faith ‘tis 
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tune, who is fufficient for chefe things, and chat he who warfares to 


 clufion. - 


‘our vores, yet could be content we Od rp place upon the wool- 
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God, {hould not intangle himfelf wich this werld, icis a fufficienc 
and juft conviction of thofe who would divide themfelves: berwixt 
God and the World, and beftow any main pare of their time upon 
fecuiar affairs ; but ic hath no eperation ar all upon chis tener which 
we have in hand ; that a man dedicate to God, may not fo. much 


_ aswhen he is required, caft a glance of his eye, or fome minnes of 


rime, or fome motions of his ropgue upon the publick bufinefs of ‘his 
vag, brag vengenal Moin | 73 | | 
~ Thofe that expceé chis from us may as well and upon the fame 


- seafon hold hat a minifter muft have no family at all, or if he have — 


one, muft net care forit ; yea that he muft have no Lody ro tend, 
bur be all Spirit: My Lords, we are men of the {ame compofition 
with others, and our breeding hath been accordingly, we cannot — 
have lived in the World but we have feen it, and a it t00, 
and our long experience and converlation both in Men and inbooks, 
cannot bat have pur fomething ino ws for the good of others; and 
now having a double capacity ; qua crves, qua Ecclefiaftici ; asmem- 
bers uf the common. wealch as Miniftersand Governours of the 
Church,we are ready to do our beft fervice in both ; one of them is 
no way incompatible with rhe other; yea the {ubje€ts of them both 
are fo unired with the Church and Commonwealeh,that they ean- 
hot be fevered: yeafo, as that, not the one isin che other, bur one 
is the other, isboth: fo as the fervices which we do upon thefe oc- 
cafions to che Comonwealch are ihfeparable from our good offices 
to the Church : {fo as upon this ground there is no reafon of our exe - 
- If ye fay that our fitting in Parliamept takes up much rime which 
we might have imployed in our ftudies: or pulpits ; confider 1 be- 
{eech you ; chat whiles you havea Parliament,we muft have acon- 
vocation ; and chat our accendance upon that will call for the fame 
expente of time which we afford to this fervice, fo as herein we have 
neither got nor left | ., | 
But I fearitis not on fome hands the tender regard of the full 
fcope to eur calling thar is fo much here ftood upon ; as the conceit 
of toa much honour that is done usin taking up the reem of Peers, 
and voting in this high Court; for furely thofe-that-are averfe from 
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facks ; andcould alow us ears, bur nor tongues. If this be che 
mutter J befeech your Lordthips to confider thar this honour is noe 
done tous bur our profeffion ; which ( what ever we be in our feve- 
ral perfons ) cannot eafily be capable of roo much refpe& from your 
Lordthips, Nex tibi fed ifidi, ashe faid of old : Neither is this any 
new grace that is. pur upon our calling ; ( which if ic were now tobe- 
gin might perhaps be juftly grudged ro our unworthynefs ) bur itis 
an ancient right and inheritance inherent in our ftation: No lefs an- 
cient then chefe walls wherein we fit ; yea more ; before ever there 
~ were Parliaments,in the fagaaConfilia of the. Kingdome we had 
our places ; and as for my predeceffors ever fince the Conquerours 
time, J can fhow your Lordthips a jaft catalogue of them that have 
fat before me here ; and cruely though I have juft canfe ro be mean 
in mine own eyes , yet why or whercin there fhould be more un- 
worthinefs in me tken the reft, ehac /fhouldbe {tripe of thae-pri- 
viledg which they fo long injoyed chough there were no law re hold 
me here, / cannot fee, — sg Whar mpi of honour have 
been put upon the prime Clergy of o y Pagans, and. Jewes 
and Chriftians, and wharc are fil borh. within. Ehriicndon and 
wvithour,/ fhall not need to urge it isenengh tofay, this of: ours is 
not meerly arbitrary, bat flandsfo firmely eftablithed by law. and 
cuftome, that J hepe ic neither will ner can be refitaved except you 
will fhake chofe foundations which. Z believe you defire to hold 
firme and inviolable. = st - . | 
Shordy then, my Lords, rhe church craves nonew honour from 
‘you,and juftly hopes: you will not be guilty of pulling down tke old: 
as you are the eldcft fons, and next under his Majefty the honoura- 
ble patrons of che Church, fo fhe‘expects, and befecches- you to re- 
ceive her into your tendercft care, fo to order her affairs that ye leave 
her co poftericy in no. worft cafe then you found her. /t is a true word 
of Damafwts vilefcit nomen epifcopi,omnis flatua perturbater Ecclefie; 
Jf this be fuffered,the mifery will be the Churches,the difhononr 8¢ 
blurre of the a& in fugure ages will be yours.To fhut up therefore,lee 
us be taken off fromvall ordinary trade of fecularimplovments,and if 
you pleafe abridge us of incermeddling with matrers of common ju- ; 
fice, but leave us poffeffed of thofe places and priviledges in Parlia- 
ment which our predece ffors have fo.long and peaceably injoyed. 
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FOR THE. 
CATHEDRAL OF EXCETER. 


Whar ismy life? A dream, a daily dying ! 
What is my fleth ? My fouls uneafie clothing ! 
What is my time? A minure ever fying : 
My time, my flefh, my life, and I 5 
Whar are we Lord bur vanicy2: 


; Ord'what am I 2 A worm, duit, vapor, nothing? 


Where am I Lord 7 downe ina vale of death: 


What is my trade ?fin, my dear God offending; 

My {port fin too, my ftay a puffeof breath: © 

What end of fin? hells horrour never ending = | 
My way, my trade, (port, ftay,andplace a 
hel paspto make up my doleftall an. : i 


‘Lord whar art chou > pure life, power, beauty, blifs: 
Where dwell’& thou > up above in perfeé light : . 


_ ‘Wharisthy time 2erernityiets: A eg 
‘What ftate 2actendance © each glorious fp’rit >: 


Thy felf,.chy place, thy dayes, thy itace 
Pafs all the choughts of powerscreate. 


How {hall I reach thee, Lord 2 Oh foar above,. 
Ambicions foul : but which way fhould I flie 2 
Thou, Lord, art way and end : what wings have I 2 
A(piring thoughts, of faith, of hope, of love : 
Oblet chefe wings,that way alone | 


Prefent me ro thyblifsiull throne, | 


ANTHEME, 


Chriftmas Day. 


“WZ Mmortall ifs whe this dear aay 
] Didft change thine Heaven for our cla’ 
And did with flefh thy Godhead vail, 
_Erernal Son et God, All-hail. 


Shine happy flar, ye Angels fing - 
Glory on high to Heavens King =” 

~ Run Shepherds, leave your nightly watch, 
See Heaven cume down to Belen cratch,. 


Worhip ye Sages of the Eat 
>: The King of, Gods in meannefs dreft. 
. ©) bleffed maid {mile and adore | 


The God thy womb and armes have bore. — - 


Star, Angels, Shepherds, and wife fa Bes $ 
Thou Virgin in glory ofallages . 

Reftored frame of Heaven and. Earth» : 
Joy in your dear Redeemers Birth. 


Leave 
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Eave O my foul this bafer World below, 
O leave this dolef ull dungeon of wo, 
And foare aloft tothatfupernalreft 
That maketh all the Saints and Angels bleft : 
Lo there the God-heads radiant threne , 
Like to ten thoufand Suns in one ! 
Lo there thy Saviour dear in glory dighe 
Ador’d of all the powers of Hegvens bright : 
Lo where that head thar bled with therny wound , 
Shines ever with celeftial honor crownd: 
That hand that held the {cornfull reed 
Makes all che fiends ipfernall dread. 


That back and fide that ran with bloody ftreams 
Daune Angels eyes with their majeftick beames; 
-Thofe feet once faftened co the curfed tree 
‘Trample on death and hell, in glorious glee. 
Thofe lips once drench’t with gall do make 
Wich theirs dread doom the world to quake. 


Behold thofe joyes chou never canft behold; | i 
Thofe precious gates of pearl ,thofe Streers of gold; 
Thofe ftreams of Life, thofe trees of Paradife | 
That never can be feen by mortal eyes : 
And when chou feeft this flare divine, 
‘Think that teis orfhallbe thine, 


See there the happy troups of pureft {prighes 
That live above in endlefs true delights “iy “ 


And fee where once thy felf fhale ranged be,-- 


And look and — immortalitie: 
_. find now before-hand help to fing 
_ _ Allelujabs w Heavens King. 
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Books printed for, andto be foldby, Fokn Cros co 
the sign of the Ship-in St Paxls Church-yard,. ~ 


-Nnales'veteris & novi Teftamenti, Aviro Reverend, Facole 
Bee Werte Archiepifco Armachano, ot FB olia 
a The Annals ‘of che Old and New ‘Teftament, with the 
~ Synchrgnjimus Of Heathen ftory roche deftruStion of Fersfalem by the 
_ Romans, by James Ufber D.D. Arch-Bithep of Armazh and Primate 
"of Ireland. oe ay oe 7 ss. Feolig. 
_ The Antiquities of Warsikcfbire itluftraced & beautified with Maps, 

| profpeats, and Pourtracures, by *#:ltem Dugdale, <2. ,, Folio, 
Hymens Preludia or Leves Mafter picce being the gth.’and roth, 
- parts of Cleopatra, a elas + Fol 


, "+ +s lt. . Folio, 
The Hiftory of this Iron. Age ; wherein is fet down the Original of 
all che wars and comimotions > that have: happened from’ the year 
_ Of God rsoo.Iattrated wich the figures of the moft Renowned per- 
fons of this Time. ee ee a -- . Folio. 
The Hiftory of the great and renowned Monarchy of Chins. Fol, 
The hely Hiftory containing excellent obfervations on the Remark. 
_ able paffages of the old "Teftament, written Originally in Frénch by WN, 
Cavin 8.1.and now rendred intg Englifh by a Perfor of Honour. 
Ejufdem de texrus hebraici Veteris ‘Leftamenti variantibus Le&i-- 
onibus ad Lodovicum Capellum Epiftola, Quarto. 
Ufferii de 70. Inte rprewwum verfone fyntagma,- ‘Quarto, 
Montacues Milcellanea Spiritual ia, 4 fecond part, 
A Treatile of Gavelkind’ both name and thing, (hewing the true E~ 
tymology, and derivaticn of the one, the nature, anciquiry, and-Ori.7- 
hal of the other, by William Soxner, . . Quarto 
The Holy Life of Mounfier de Rentya late noble tan of Fy 


i 


Pretent See lay- 
ing on of hands, of the old-forme of words in Ordination, of a fet 
forme of praver, being the judgment of the -Late Arch-Bifhop of 
Armagh and Primate of Zreland oy N. Berward,D.D.- °° O@avo. 


The Charaéter of England wick reflections upon Gallus Caftraras: 


 I2e- 
The French Gardiner, inftru@ing how to cultivate all forts of Fruirc- 
(“  rees, with dire@ions to dry and conferve them in their natural. An 
accomplithed peice illuftrated with {culprure. | 


Ey whom alfo all manner of Books are to be foldsbrought from beyond the See sa | 
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